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CMMENTS ON DRAFT BILL “TO PROVIDE FOR THE RELIEF OF CERTAIN BESIDENTS
OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANNS"

We agree with the {ntent of the bill and have previously provided
comments to the staff of the House Committee on Interior and
Insular Affairs on August 7, 1974, copy enclosed, Ue do, however,
have some specific comments in regard to the present bill,

Ve suggest that the basis for coampensation or relief be for
injuries or inconvenience related to radiation exposure but not
for the exposure ftself, In this convection we recommend that the
first pavagraph of the bill be modified as follows:

"...to compensate persons present on Romgelap Atoll, Afilingnse
Atoll, and Utir{k Atoll, Marshall Islands, on February 28,
1954 (Umiversal Tiwme), subjected to injury or inconvenience
as a result of a thermonuclear detomatiom,...”

Section 2 i{ndicates that the eligible individuals would be ", ..to
persons resident on Rongelap Atoll and Utirik Atell, Marshall
Inslands on March 1, 1954,...." We are certain that there is no
intent to exclude Roungelap residents who were at Ailingnae, although
it would appeaxr that a strict interpretation might conceivably
exclude them. Perhapsz this should be changed to read “.,.persons
present at Rongelap Atoll, Afilfugnse Atoll and Utfirik Atell,
Marshall Ielands, on March 1, 1954,..." or remedied in some

other mamner,

Section 2 appesars to be the first section and it is not clear
why it {s numbered 2,

Paragraph B of Section 2 does not seem to be needed. Paragraph A
includes any individual who develops a radiation-related malignancy,
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which we asgsume is what was intended as the basis for paragraph B.
As written, paragraph B would be very difficult to administer
since it implies that there are causes of death, other than
malignancy, that may be “radiastion-related" but gives no guidance
as to how they might be identified,
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James L. Liverman

James L. Liverman
Assistant Administrator
for Enviromment and Safety
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