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THe PUKPOSS GF THIS TwX IS TG INFORM YO OF 4 POSSIBLE PROBLEM

>SHICH HLS COME TO LIGHT aS A RESULT OF THE 1969 RADIOLOGICAL SAMPLING

PRIGHA’ AT ZIKINI ATLZLL. TwO SOIL SAMPLES OBTAINED ON BIKINI ISLET e
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CONTAINED ABOUT 132 PEUCOCURIES PER GRAM OF PLUTONIUM 239, form

 THAT CONCENTROTICN IS MORE THAN A FACTOR OF TEN HIGHER THAN WAS .

REPORTED IN SIMILAR SAMPLES OBTAINED IN 1964 AND HAVE CAUSED SoMa.

CONCERK AMONG DOS PERSONNEL. THEIR CONCERN ARISES PRIMARILY FROM

THE FECT THAT LOWER CONCENTRATIONS OF PU IN OTHER AREAS HAVE CAUSED | ©

POLITICAL PROBLEMS EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS NO SAFETY PROBLEM +Se

INDICATED. ALSO THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE APARENT INCONSISTENCY :

OF THE SAMPLES. PARA me *®

AFTER DISCUSSIONS WITH DOS PERSONNEL, THIS OFFICE HAS INITIATED "ify -e

PROCEDURES FOR VERIFICATION OF THESE DATA. FOUR ADDITIONAL SOIL . e
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SAMPLES OB8TAINED CN BIKINI ISLET IN 1967 BUT NOT ANALYZED FOR

PLUTONIUM ARZ CURRENTLY BEING ANALYZED BY BOTH THE USPHS SHWRL AND

THE YNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON. ALSO, TWO SAMPLES O8TAINZD ON ENEU

ISLET ARE BEING ANALYZED FOR PLUTONIUM. PARA

PENDING UPON THE RESULTS OF THESE ANALYSES AND FURTHER DIRECTIONo
O

t*
)

F: Ad oO — o
O 0 w
y AND D8M, WE HAVE FORMULATED TENTATIVE PLANS TO OBTAIN THE

NECESSATY INFORMATION FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION. IF SO

CIRECTEL, WE PROPOSE TO INITIATE THe FOLLOWING RESAMPLING AND

MONITORING PROGRAM ON BIXINI AND EHEU THROUGH USPHS SwRHL AND

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON:

4. OPERATE 6 TO 8 AIR SAMPLERS ON BIKINI AND 2 TO 3 AIR SAMPLERS

3. O2TAIK APPRCXIMATELY 32 ADDITIONAL SOIL SAMPLES ON ZACH ISLET.

THE AIS SAMPLERS WILL 55 OPERATED CONTINUOUSLY FOR A 1@-DAY PERIOD

«ITH FILTESS CHANGES ONCE EVERY 24 HOURS.

ALL SOIL SAMPLES WILL 32 TAKEN TO A DEPTH OF ONE INCH, EXCEPT THREE

SITES WHICH WILL 3E SAMPLED TO A DEPTH OF THREE INCHES BY HALF-INCH

INCREMENTS. ADDITIONAL SOIL SAMPLES TO BE USED FOR COMPARATIVE

PURPOSES MAY 5E OSTAINED FROM RONGELAP, ENIWETOK AND JOHNSTON ISLAND.

SOTH LABORATORIES HAVE INDICATED THAT FY 78 FUNDS CAN SE REDIRECTED IF
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Pa3- 3 CAL ADMU 2259 UNCLAS OFFICIAL USe IMLY

NECZSSARY TO COVER COST EXCLUSIVE OF TRANSPORTATION WEST OF HONOLULY

485 LOSTSTIC SUPPOAT AT 2IXINI. THE POSSISILITY OF CHARTERING A

TRUST TERRITORIES* VESSEL FOR TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL AND

EquIPMcaT BETWEEN KWAJALEIN AND BIKINI IS BEING INVESTIGATED.

PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES INDICATE THIS COST WOULD SE ABOUT $5,082, IF

TH n
y 2FFGRT COULD BE COORDINAT&D WITH THe NORMAL SCHEDULE OF THE

VESSEL. “MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON SUPPORT COSTS AS WELL AS

LATERNSTE TRANSPORTATION AND SUPPORT METHODS ARE BEING INVESTIGATED

3Y THIS OFFICE IN THE EVENT THAT WE ARE DIRECTED TO INITIATE THE

NNN

9005621
) T2ae e

c
o
e
o
e
o
e
c
e
e
e

c
e
c
e
o
o
o

e
e
e
e
e

e
e

e
j


