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The measurements to be made ares |+:REST .

— Office Memttandun™ UNITED "STATES GOVERNMENT

x TO _: Col. Raymond I. Schnittke, Test Branch pate: MAY ad 1957 . ae
= Division of Military Application : aye

raom : Col. B. A. Blue, DMA Liaison Officer 1 cySag a
= Mercury, Nevada... Lb BersLe.an ES

Z SUBJECT: EPG PLANNING MERTING|OF‘iarwevagal)“age HODP010048068

mo PS PR
f we ~ ms -

~ iF ie E 1. The following notes ‘represent’my interpretation‘of‘discussions|SS
Je ge 8 held during the May 1, 1957 meeting at Camp Mercury to consider -
ae5 ies plans and problems concerning Operation HARDTACK and theuse of|<
ReeS3 iE TAONGI. Enclosure 1 lists persons attending the meeting. Dr.'"~
zeeHse Graves! office is preparing the minutes covering the meeting. -

$1339 229% EPEESOARteare
» BE Se seuees 2. Dr. ‘Graves‘gtated“that “the:‘primarypurpose"of the ethnos

q/2eeS Roz 2 answer the question: "Is it feasible and desirable to use TAONGTve
RIE ¢ 429992 for the 1958 Operation HARDTACK in the Pacific, and if $0, what ~ ;
BoGS shots should be fired at TAONGI7" Lo pay

3. Shots to be fired at TAONGI: oo ee

. Total Yield === Fiesion Yield 2,

f nel

= ios] It 4s planned that the shot barge for the first shot will be towed =.
Mess 18 | into the lagoon through a small channel, and anchored near the Bo
o ~2%% reef so that the first detonation will open a large channel to be ~ **%°
“ S 2¢| used for entry on ensuing shots, Radiochemical samples will be « ..°..
ra ra taken with B-57B aircraft, and B-57Ds when weather permits. Diag-..sea
s 3 nostic information will be obtained from an AEC diagnostic Shape | s,.
3 Mee
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a Fission yield-. By Radiochemistry ‘THIS DOCUy
b. Ball of fire - Fromship *: * 5 De
ce. Time interval - From ship. ' §

' . Blectromagnetically .---*' a E
Optically and/or PhotoolectricaligHO«zs:

ad, Try to get primary Alpha ~ By radio link <3)":
(Not optimistic about getting this) - ,

@. Monitoring information (such as gas pressure and 80e forth)é ve

By radio Link MUTARY RESHRCH & APL. 7-ELS.
MILITARYESENCH&ML2:Koad3zs
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Col. Schnittke    

  

  
ae are M-Boats need not be“ eyacuated 3

| and if M-Boats will be lifted ashore by H&N at Nanfor..%;

maintenance. If evacuation is requiredor.lire,oshore not

- . possible,ansdditional 18D yallberegiireds ee
2in ie eosax ne
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Col. Schnittke oot cbscs MAY9> 67 tt

c.

- a. ‘summary.ofSaae aewees

    
” - . Oe ne ee % a en

Conelustons‘concerninguse‘of THOM
Fasaoea FFee : e ;

a The firing of shots Listed, in perseranh3 above:attao
bo eeeaereentaada safety to GperationJ RDT/ Feeit

me Will deciedseUCRLfieldtins
. Will not decrease‘over-all‘opera >

tional plan. BOSS3nai:
d. Will require that noinstallations be“constructed on“SAONGI “

except channel and sea drome. There wassome discussion of the*
need for an emergency air strip 4,500 to 5000 feet in length, ~
but the general conclusion was that the limited operational :
and emergency assisiance provided by the sho¥tstrip probably <:
would not be worth theeffort involved An.At.gonstruction and
maintenance. .. -. ere eas OeSGPhaa

e. Weather stations‘planned for a2Bilini-Rniwetok‘Operation will not.
suffice for concurrent use of TAONGI, One orbw Sdditional .
stations will be required, es
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eeogee “a

(a) Dr. Graves ‘wants to be |auree that in using TAONGI we retain ‘the °~
same degree of safety in.operation.as,Ne have maintained in past
operations. The larger dB idevices tobefired at -
TAONGI will require that the firingparty.etand off.Tat: such a |
distance as to necessitate theuse of.mediumQP.dow frequencyeu
radio links for firingratherthan2theVHF,Link‘normallyused.333
The distance for the/ jshot,:forplanning purs2/ix
poses {is about 40 miles.~“TEStise” OW.or“podiumfrequency”

Do ‘. -  - and the distance involved,might.make.pachasystemmore.
" an ceptable.tointerferengeand ‘Rociden stonation.4
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    we can take theshotbarge’ :

high tide through an80 oree‘foot‘haanel‘inthe.‘reef,Seeingaks
an LCU and 2 H-Boats.' “The charene‘have tobeh to”affeet.

Sea se.
deep at high tide,end wot
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Col. Schnittke MAYRae1957

 

with:about‘heor5‘piles‘additional length.inside‘theLagoon:
He feols thatit willnotbedifficult toclear the ‘coral -

“heads from thechannelwithinthelagoon.”fotuild thereef-"
.* °" ehannel and clear the Jagoon-channel, H&l wouldneedto.orrow;
_co'vam ESD from the Navyforabout6weeksin’theFall of1957,.:.:
ifpossible.Hewould‘alsoyee.110Uand2LOMsfrom theboat

-,,pool atBaivetek,plusabou AO$0.50.‘tonsofdynamite,de- -es
pendingon thetypeof.“eoral éncountered.«Ta"‘clearing.‘the ae
‘Channelhe wold:“dynamite“thecoral‘and‘dependuponthe “goouring
action ofthe water to.earry the coral out of the gharinel. There
Was & Task Force comment:that Navy believesxemo the ff¢%i2
coralheadsfromaShannel-within| he.Tagoon‘woul

. Job.; Howellbelieves that:clearance,within;
- require onlyabout 3 weeks for thedatge’chan
some discussion of taking the device inca| :

  

   

 

   

  

  

 

  

  

    

   

   
  

   

   

     

  

   

X {e) ¢Gen. Luedecke and Col. ‘Wignallatatedthat rg
might be needed at. TAONGI, particularly foruse‘by B-57D ©
x‘samplers. The B-57Ds whichwouldhaveto flyinfrom: :

“as the closest point wouldhave alimitedamountof“fuel for”
3 activity in the vicinity ofTAONGI, and should an ‘emergency
. oceur, might be forced to-landlocallyor.ths ‘grew:‘night.have...

to bail out. The landing strip would be some 4500 te 5000 feet
in length. Sam Howell stated that H&N might complete the ey
eonir they could start tomorrow but that it would be
doubtful even then. H&N would have to establish a camp on.
TAONGI which would require buildinga channel foran LST,|The

- Gamp would probably be on Sibylla Islandandthe ‘Fanwaywould
probably start on this island, Teget an. LSTuiathe lagoo
would require a channel about 300 feet, wide by17.to’ "feet
deep, Howell stated that acattsonalfantswould not:“speedMp.
the construction, thatthe limitationSas 2.Th 0MBS
some discussion of the results which1ti beAchieved with©

Jaea. such an emergency strip,Col, Parsons‘statedthat landing aBoe
. B-57 on a short strip, suchas ‘that beingdiscussed, would be: :

essentially a cdntrolled crash,”andtheairplaneprobably - “
ould not beflowoff3thestripp: patwould,have to be >
_ Fecoveredbyships”,caeSussion. wal hfollowed indicated that
athelanding:g strip‘would‘Hobbe‘Poqatred.for’HARDTACK , “and that.

lonbef 3
a e .
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for the Seeretione itPAONGTts:4 hene
additional stations.™The stationsnebez

.. and wouldbe locatedRast ofTAQNGIs:;,Then
stations doesn't necessarily’‘yépresent.& 1

- tional ships for this taskalone because Task, Group 7.3. will.
fit out security and other destroyers (DD). to make weather -

/ observations, so that ships may beused as “dual-purpose.‘The a

—. donereyer Weather stat19hCREEomplish essentiallythesame
.,weather observation and as can.a limited ‘Land’;;
“weather station. Present estimateis that4 or 5:additiona Dos
will he reauired for al]purposesifTAONGI_isused,.2 
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Col. Schnittke

Ss Limiting thebise of the dangerarea to the East of TAONGI, .

 

8,

. fcLAS shots to“be fired,at Eniwetok, with possthleexcemena

 

“<~ Perhaps we should continue looking at the questionasd‘Hot‘try.

 

MAY 24 “7

(e) Graves ‘asked: “If we go ‘te “TAONGI, do we have te increase. ves
. the danger areat* Gen. Sterbird stated that it would be 6 0 3”
“best not to inerease the dangerarea ifthe present is operas 9.5".
, tionally acceptable, Therewas gonsidersble. disoussion, noo ge.

_ following whieh Johnson,recommended that we proceed on the = * ” ao
‘basis that. we donot’ increase thedanger area, Gen. Starbird — “
feels thatwe.shouldnot restricteitselves operationally hy. ‘

  

  

   
  

   

 

    
  

 

j-Me feels that we shouldkeep the flexibilityiA operation that
- we are gaining by going toTAGNGI, If the present, dariger.area
“would prevent us from shooting to the Bast under certain» :

weather conditions, it might be best to increase the ares, |2

te make a decision at present, Gen, Luededke agreedwithGen,-
Starbird with‘referenceto increasing the danger‘area if:GS oA:
appears5 operationally desirable, Hepointed ‘out“that we do’‘het

 

   

   
  
     

 

   

 

  
   

   
  

ng a
_ support requiredtte support TAONGI as a third shot Bite, and
commented on the cost of operation of an AKC diagnostic ship _
such as theCurtiss, The additional Naval support yequiremant
as originally envisioned and some notes on operating a ship of
Gartiss type by civilian crew are attached. These papers .— - :
together with the attached report of surveillance of TAONGIand ©...
estimate of task to open channel were given me by Commander
Sterrett. The latter 2 papers were not specifically discussed _

" at the meeting. Commander Starrett stated that an APA will be ~
used in lieu of the Curtiss for Bikini support, whether or not ..
TAONGI is used in this operation, The Curtiss will be putin
moth balis if it is not turned overto AEC for use asa diag-
nostic ship. JF ete ‘ 2 8:

 

In concluding the discussion“concerning the use of ‘taouat the ,
following remarks were made: . Lo

  
npeed

Ogle ‘wishes to’ay“Ghead’‘ind decide’onair"ot.se bie’spatitibbi:“at o
independent of TAONGI, Bo “that planning for that portion of the-
operation may proceed,’.’“This would allow ail of DOD andTASL.plane,

erete planning,    

  

 

  
- Underwater shots.tobefired‘off Southerne tok:
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Col. Schnittke
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Gen. starbird ‘stated that inv
tion with the use of TAONGL,>
use.

 



on tithes - uMatch eh ia week, wed

© pe 0
Col. Schnittke -7- MAY 24 1957

b. Gaelen Felt discussed the Hardtack shot list and theorganiza~
: tion of Task Group 7.1 and Operation Hardtack, Felt is to wrk
# up a tentative shot list including ready dates for Hardtack, .

This will include the 12 LASL shots, the 10 UCRL shots, and 5
DOD shots, The tentative organization outlined by Felt is as

 

 

   
 

 

 

     

  
  

follows: oe . we

| [Command Pa eoet _

Regular :
Staff

— —

LASL.| | UCEL.. | Fowr |. :   

 

           

(7?) (Keller) “(Golonan)(MoCaupbell) “ (Grier) °

¢.’ Sam Howell stated that HUN has procured basic.materials’ for
about 60% of the construetion of or improvements to oft~Asland
camps at Runit, Aomon, Nan, Howell, Tarez, Engébi, Uncle, ‘and .. .
Fox. Construction required at these off-isiand: camps will be |
started as the requirements firm up. Air’strip Pehabilitation
is underway on Runit, Aomon, EnBebiand Naa.’ oe ar

Flea Fy

 

. Howell says that AEC is opening ‘bids for approximately 2 ee
towers (4000 feet) on May 18, 1957. Procurement has been com- ~
pleted on 20 barges totalling $1.8 million, to be delivered in ~ -

a FY 1958 starting in August at a rate of 3 per.‘month. ee

 

‘It hasn't been determined as of yet whether. DOD orARC wildpay..
for construction of a bunker on Bikini to beused in the high
altitude tests, ,

Jim Reeves is buying a full IBM 10h for weather andother «com=—
3 putations, The eauipaent is fe beAnstalled in the compound at-
‘ . Parry. ~ Tee, OF gg Rag wees : toe a

Sam Howell recommended and it wassaves that everyeffort vould
© be made to provide HG:with construction.Tequirenente on1 alt ¥

yo major Hardtack projects by JulyLe.195%.oe

     
‘Detain, ee

de Graves asked O'Keefe ‘(eoaa)to begin a“study of”a“sjeten,of
. » firing signals.forthe© Glass, A\ device, soneidering a‘40. mile.

stand-off,. “ ts

 



   

  

  

it the.device whieh‘akeiehae megaton
“fission yields’‘could‘be put“in shallow waters;Oglestated -
‘that Dr. Libby waé asked“thoutthis:‘question’“@hdsuggested *:
“that wepat sand in the barges i: 6 that +t

: _ Vice bePieced.inshel Wwreatthes
t

 

 

  

. 10, The next EPGo PlatingBoard nseting fa,t0.‘besobeduled,about nid
_ June.
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~~ "J. List of People.Present’at Mee
2. Additional mareHinggeahkgreqa

     

  
  

 

  

  

   

      


