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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR SEVENTIETH AEC-MLC CONFERENCE

Note by the Secretary

1. Attached are revised minutes for the Seventieth AEC-MLC

Conference held on August 14, 1952, with the AEC and the MLC

versions of the points in conflict arranged in parallel columns.

2, These minutes are scheduled for discussion at the AEC-

MLC Conference at 10:00 a.m., on Tuesday, November 25, 1952.
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Commander F.E. Somero of sFSWP reviewcd the operational -: 2 kad

> We testing activities of the threc Services. General Fields and | eg
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burping the ensuing di

the following questions were. considered:

 
oy

b. How docs this eroporal affect the question of

eeoponsibiiity for providing storage facilities? Would

AbC's gualivy asfurance responsibilitics best be met by

maintaining euomblete vosponcibility for some sites or

wy mainteining Ppeletively smell separate faeilitics at

O? a
n
emany Sites’

MP, Pean said he understood thet Genernl Fields ond General Loper

were jointly considering the storupe question und that they would

present vecomwmendsticons for its resolution.

t New
!3. Valueof AtomicWeapors

(Sce AEC letter te MLC on this subject, dated September 30,

he, and MLC reply, dated Oetober 16, 1952)

“5

General Bunker referred to the akC's reguest that the Dob

attempt to assess the relative values of atomic weapons. Studies

directed to that end huve been initiated; however, more specific

guidance on the kind of values in which the AEC was most interceted

woule be helpful.
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Me. Dean said that, recognizing the difficulty of determining

weapons values, the EC iad considered that dollar values, relative

values a8 compared with other weapons, or any others that might

ugsist the rov in weapons production decisions would be useful.

Tne Commission would be happy to receive any information on this

subject that might alveady be aveilnable, zlthough the Commission

WOS awovt.s that weapons vilucs arc constantly changing.

wr. Boyer suggected that a dirccet exchange of views on this

subject by the appropriate members of the MLC and AEC staffs might

be useful in further defining the problem.

He Pie Liminary Fiseussion of Special Materials (Tritium) Production

(ec Lettor from the -EC to the MLC cu this subiect, dated

Oetober G, 195°, und MLO reply, dated October 10, 1952)

The group discussed the problem of guidance for the ARC

eonecriing the DO's requirement for Wee Dons employing tritium;

the pretbable securacy of the Division of Military applicavcion's

eitimute of that royuipement; and the significance of this question

to: toe Gavennah hiver project.

In the course of discussion the following points were made:
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vb. &A formal decision by the DOD on Preuuiremcents

four weapens employing tritium will prebably not be

eached in the immedirive future. M.'s estimate of

Laat requirement is perhaps comewhat low.

e. Savernnah River congotruction hes reached the

wont where Questions of reactor loading ave become

seute, The .EC now plans 2 normxl loading for the

Cirst reactor, fb is important to have as firm know-

ledge of probable Dod requirements as possible by

about the middle of November,
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ad. There are

must be onswered

in the following

(1)

hic:

How

pile

‘certain specific questions that

as Lully a8 possible vy that time,

order or priority:

Should the first Savannah River

louded?
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cnee to be held on Noavenber

LEC estimates of the Depart-

2s preyuirements approximately

eonverter Peactor be constructed?

18, the MLC will

tcke to provide as full information «fs possible on matters

affectins, the answers to these questions,

O. General Discussion

Mr. Doon commented on the problem of public announcements

With respect to

except for statement

gmude after the shots.

~Ppoblems of labor
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The AEC and Pou have agreed that

no comment will be

relations at Paducah

RAYMOND P,

captain, U.S.N.,

Iktxecutive Secretary,

Military Liaison Committee.
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