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Lloyd Meeds, M.C. i \

House Office Building '
Washingten, D.C. BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Dear Lleyd:

Dr. Edward E. Held of ths University of Washingten has returned
from his latost survoy trip to Bikini with sems inferratien that,
if confirmed, could slew dowa tho progranm to return the people
to that atoll.

Dr. Hold was unable te check tha facts and neither have I. But
he said ho heard ths sars story both on Bikini end in
Honolulu. Priefly, thasce arc his points,

1. Inferior oquipmsnt is being used in tho atell cleanup
boing coordinnted by tho Dofenso Atemic Supply Ageney
{DASA). Larding craft boing used for acroop-the-logoon
transportation aro in ouch ©2d conditien that tho llavy
cratrs ore vaable to keen then eporating, degpite all-cut
effortns by the crewman thenselivos.

Dr. Hold raid ths Nayy crew worked all night to got the
oning enarating on ens of tho boats, enly te have the
gtooring nochanisn brecak down a fov boat-lonsths fron the
dock. As a result of the continual breakdewns, Dr, Held'e
pariy was unabls to vinit come islonds slong the atell's.
wostora rin. Consoquintly, one member of the survey tean
vill have to rctura td Bikini inter to visit thoco islcnds.

Dr. Held said conatruction equinmsnt furnishsd by DASA te
Holnoes & Harvor, tha contractor, is in such poer conditien
that work has been slewod dewn,

2. Dus to lack of Arny c¢oeporation, the Bikini grcgran ia
being supported out of Hiclan Fiold rather than reardy
Kwjalein., Tho otory that Dr. EHeld picked up fred perconnel
on Bikini was that DASA hed enproached Kwajalein directly
for coonoration--cond wag prenised full cooperation. However,
erders later carms from Redotors Araonal, Alabanma, that
Kwajaloin svanort bs eitbended only for cxergeoncics. Dr, Held
was told thal individuals at Ewajalein still do all they can, N
but en an "under tho table™ tasis. ’
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This situstien nust be adding to the cost of the clean-up
being financed by ths Donartnmsnt of the Defense and the
Atenic Energy Cermission., But it would be even core
serieus 1f the policy was continucd into the tims when
the Trust Torritery Gavernnmant takes ever.

In my opinien, the eccond problen is potentially more
serious than tho first,

I would eppreféate roceiving any informatien you can turn up
en these catters,

Thanks fer your help in the past.

Sinceroly, -
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Rill ¥Willians
Saiorce Editor
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