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The Welfare Ministry's refusal to accept theRikigroRepo
vffled a few feathers among Rikkyo University professors
:se] Agency officials, One professor was quoteda
“he Mindstryhad claimed “the result of: the curvey it
onal errors.” A Meteorological Agency officish.st). a _fa.the f
-ine that such strong radioactivity has been racor< rymtsaydefinitely
tout the cuestion of tolerable limit, but it can ‘at, ‘JAast ‘bé @aid thatthe
‘cor ied Meure is quite close to the linitana hence,Booarves.pautdon.’ ‘

The division of opinion on the shugo rereport hastendedto“euphasize the co
fict that even arong so-called Japanese experts there is confusion and disagree~
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aot oa what constitutes the maxicum tolerable limit. It is wrth noting, how
“om, that the Welfare Ministry took considerable pains te contradict the scien-
‘se Cusdis of the report and t« exert a moderating influence on a rather vola-
Le subject. (SSC)

il. ForeienOffice Relations

As recent Bubassy telegrams have in@icated, the Foreign Office has bean
.cgely on the sidelines on the recent controversies over Japan's policy for re
waning negotiations with the USSR, This situation has beon reflected in reac
“ong ranging from clear diegruntlement to cynical humor on the part of middle
:a lower level Foreign Office officials with whom Exbasay officers have boom

ch contact. As one official put it, "not even the Japanese politicians know
vhat Japan's policy is,* By

The situation has not escaped press attention: for exanple, ze
oterber 27 carried a lengthy report asserting thai. ite personnel bemoar the
<7t tust the Foreign Office is "quiet as a mouse" despite feverish activity on
che diplomatic front. This, the stery continued, is blamed on the Foreign Minis-
“ar, whose reserved personality, lack of political force and influence, and cava-
lier attitude toward staff work have brought the prestige of the Foreign Office,
. i 148 ow prestige therein, 10 a low ebb,

Another element of reported criticiga, that Shigenitsu has lacked the
,rvace to assert himself affirmatively on the issues of policy toward the USSR

s ice tne first few days after his return from Moscow, is not without founda~
.im. There have been few public utterances of any consequence from him. His
. ‘mr ce at the iiarris Centennial. banquet of the America-~Japan Society September
“" was a tribute to the first Azerican consul and thereby to American-Japanese
Srierds"ip -~ a theme, of course, appropriate to the eccasion but one vhich
suowed oo dispesition to utilize the oppertunity for his ow political purposes
1¢ might have been expected, (In contrast was the speech of former Prime Minis-
wer Osizeru YUSHIDA, whose name wis added to the list of speakers subsequent te
whe first formal invitations. Yoshida obviously attended for the purpose of mking
“Ie point that there were some Japanese who believed, ae his address concluded,
Liat “this is no time for us to flirt with Moscow.") In cabinet meetings as well,
i> ecnpears, Shigenitsu has been virtually eilent where Soviet-Japanese relations
-@ concerned, His spirits are unierstood to have improved, hewever, since it was
.mtatively decided that if and when the ‘Prine Minister goes to» Moscow Shigeniteu
will be acting Prime Minister, : erg RE rT hes SHRabagg -

But it is not only the presentJJapanese Government Leadership that ts by
pascing the Foreign Office. Ever sinceAgricultare-Forestey Minister Ichire KONO
biased the trail to the doer of the Soviet Fisheries Mission in order to confer
with Sergel Tikhvinsky on the question of a Mive~point settlement formula, late
in August, others have followed suits Tatewsosuke TAKASAKI, Cabinet recber in
sharge of the Economie Planning Ageoay, and the Socialists Shichiro HOZUMI and
Snichiro MATSUMOTO. Tikh®insky, forfor his part, has likewise by-passed the Forelga
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the organisation of a new LIP prefectural organisation until this sumer was 6)..
tna fecrcannccetegbe ee ne ee SEAMAAAL FAFA candidate ran 8 weekCunt.
in a four-man contest. ; te

factional struggles 50 aprarent bere eve thelr eomberparte throughout the ce
country. Divisio exist either ao betwen astastreen anf antiveninstress”a-

J Seeebaseydespatoh 292, Septeaber 25, 1956, tten IZ. |
|

   

 



 

 
 

VIII, Militants
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& suceessor to Hatayam the LIP fortunes will ta&ke a ture for the better.
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Despite the number ef recent Seclalist suceesses, mest pelitica]l observers
feel that with the eonslusion ef the Soviet negotiations and the selection ef
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vars for letting the Russians get away with it, " - ”

- However, the Foreign Office has not been entirely without finction in this
:tuation. Bubassy despatch 25h, Septedtber 13, reported one important ocontribu-
“-on to the Hatoyama letter to Bulganin Planming is under way for the post
-. pealization contingencies. One } elal requested (and was given)
.for:.at'on on the Department's schedules of special allowances to personnel serv-
ng in Moscow by way of assistance in Japanese preparations for establishing an
wbassy. In addition, the Embassy has learned that the Foreign Office intends
. take every effort to obtain a consulate at Viadivostoks “since the principle
i veciprocity is our sole criterion, and our sole weapon with the Soviets," as
ve cotficer put it, the only Russian consulate that would be permitted in Japan
“id ce at Hakodate. Howewer, it was realised that Soviet agreement might be
xe cune by since no other country has a consulate in Vladivostok. The impres=
1 1. was thet the Japanese vould be quite pleased to accept a consulate in

‘\.aidete in return, and quite firm in denying it otherwise. The refurbishing of
vee as: ian consulate building in Hakedate, recently reported, was apparently
2.7 te Japanese custodians as a means of trying to assure that the Japanese

‘onsulate building in Vladivostok would also be returned in good condition.

' Foreign Office souree has also told the Eabassy that there would be "no
‘ecessity" for Jann to engage in cultural activities in the Soviet Union and,

« ore there would be "no necessity" for the Soviets to open any cultural
.o 1.72 in Janan, This same official anticipated that the Japanese Embassy in
1 wf will be beset with problems related to the whereabouts of the more than

‘4; Japanese missing in the USSk, Foreign Minister Shepilov, he said, had
‘~ orleed Shicemitsu to conduet a search for information on these people, and
. é.panase Foreign Office had given the Russians all informtion it had avail-
. v an tueir identity. But the Rabassy's biggest headache at first, he thought,

'. “@ to pursue the search, (WBC) 4

“Ti. CP Mewberghip

Speaking before the. Thureday Lecture Club ef the Industrial Club on Sep-
tenber 27, Justice Minister Ryose MAKINO annowced that current Justice Hinistry
tstinates set Japan Comamist Party (JCP) membership at about 125,000. Ina ™ ©
speech which played dow somewhat the seriousness of the internal communist —
tureat in Japan, Makino went on to say that abou’ §,000 ecumunists are believed
t- be employed by the various departaents of the goverment. However, according |
‘o Kakino, the Government does not plan another “red purge” euch as the one car~
~1ea@ out several years ago. He announced that because sufficient security coun
‘-messures have been taken, there is no need for concern over communists stealing
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oULy WieVIeT Ne 1s TreLlerring vO anytning recent or concrete. Moreover,

..-3's app.rent ittempt to place the nature of the threat thit the JCP repre-
‘.t% ir its croper perspective by comparing the size of the JCP membership with

* .£ che T .chers Union is somewhat disconcerting, for Maianc neglected to
ait oul th t altauouzh a ver, small mumber of teachers are JCP members, compa-

- * nflnence ain the Teachers Union is of substantial proportions. (A com.enta-
are aypani hsDun also deplored this statement but for far different masons,

tm ou At TE Gag typieal of Makino to link the Teachers Union and the JCP
-. %. ay ac the sare sort of organizations.) Although some press reports hinted
. rc ga.yinese security agencies may be taking a more gloomy view of the situation
", an th t displayed in this sp:ech, there was little significart newspaper
“=, tton. (HT)

“". Rishtistetivity(eontinyed)

A somewh.t pathetic footnote was added to recent rumors of possible rightist
.20,4ncs when a group of about fifty extremists staged a denonstration in front
co itane Minister Hatoyama's private residence on the night of Zuesday, Septanber

. ‘She croup hich included some women, was led by Bin AKAO of the Greist Japan
“r.otae Party (Lai Nappon Avkoke-to) and consisted primarily of his followers.

‘ney ¢..cried canners protesting Hutoyama's proposed trip to Moscow. Police pre=
rerLed them from entering the gramds of the residence, but adout twenty of the
Jaconstrators staged a sit~dowm protest outside the gates throughout a very rainy =.
tte ait . . vat

On Thursday, September 27, the National Protection Society (GokokuDan) held
a rally in the plaza in front of Tokye's large Shimbashi Station. ers of the
Ciet received bisarre invitations to the rally which were represented as coming
from the deceased conservative leaders Taketora OGATA and Bukichi MIKI, These
invitations Invited the recipients to attend the funeral service of the "traitor®
rrime Minister Ichire HATOYAMA, There were no assassinations or other attempts
to add a note of realism to the mock ceremony. Press reaction and public interest
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concerned almost exclusively with the problem of negotiations with the Soviets,
it is fairly clear that the Yoshida-Ikeds group which dominates it has a larger
political objective in minds evidently this group hepes thatthe Council will
become the nucleus of a conservative opposition movement whionwat eventually
~~ perhaps inmediately after Hatayama's return from Noecow -— be in a positien
to force Aa 'g retirement asd te wrest politicalpeverand hegemony of

the conservative party from Kono and the thainstresa” facti

The Kondankad, is still in a rether amorphous state, and it is too carly te
predict whether it will achieve any or all ef its edjectives tes this note is
being written Hatoyana’s trip hes still not deendefinitely agreed upon), of Me
whether it will develep inte a viable political feree as ite sponsorsees Most

organisation, cbard core af Toskldn'e fillovars ro Eiraly oomstted'tothe:
pating, and that though the menbers are gmerelly agreed that Hateyam should re-
tire promptly, there is no agreement at all as to whe should be his successor,

 

  

 


