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‘¢ . continuing study of the situation.

The Welfare Ministry's refusal to accept the R - >
‘vffled a few feathers among Rikkyo University pro) .
2 sl Agsncy officlals, One professor was quoted as §xpre
"l Ministry had ¢laimed "the result of thé survey 18w ‘" .
«"on.ﬂ errors,” A Meteorological Agency officl B . \
.ime that such strong radicactivity has been racorded _can
‘teut the ‘mestion of tolerable 1imit, but it ¢an 7‘3& 1 ,' ‘55 &id t‘hat the
20T ied figux-e is quite close to the n-u lM hm'gwom'cauuon.'

The division of opinion on the é.klvo ﬂport has S
fact that even anong so~called Japanepe upcr\';s there 1s wnhuien and diugroo-
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«rt 5, 4hat constitutes the maxirmm tolersble limit, It is worth noting, how-
“or, that the Welfare Ministry took considersble pains te contradict the sclen-
'1¢ tasis of the report and t« exert a moderating influence on a rather wola-

le subject, (8SC)

1. Current Foreizn Office Role in Belations yith VSR

As recent Enbassy telegrams have inflcated, the Pmi.p Office has boa
. rgely on the sidelines on the recent controversies over Japsn's policy for re-
surding negotiations with the UISR, This situation has beon reflected in reao-
“*ons ranging from clear disgruntlemsat to e¢ynical dumor on the part of middle
14 lo./er level Foreign Office officials with whom Embesay officers have boem
|'~ contact, As one official put it, "not even the Japancse pont.‘lchm kmu
vhiat Japan's policy is,% g

The situation has not escaped press attention: for mnph, m
onterber 27 carried a lengthy report asserting that its personnel bemoar the
c~t tnust the Foreign Office 1s "quiet as a mouse” despite feverish activity on
the diplomatic front. This, the story continued, is blamed on the Foreign Minis-
‘e, wiose reserved personality, lack of political force and influence, and cava-
irer sttitude toward staff woric have brought the prestige of the Forsiga Office,
.4 1is own prestige therein, 0 a low ebd,

Another alement of reported criticism, that Shigemitsu has lacked the

»:~ine to assert himsslf affirmatively om the isaues of policy toward the USSR
< nce tns first few days after his return from Moscow, is not without founda-
.im. There have been few public uttersnces of any consequence fram him. His
. .= 4% the jiarris Centenniai. banquet of the America~Japan Society September
"7 was a tribute to the first Arerican consul and theredy to Americrn-~Japaness
frierds-dp -~ a theme, of course, appropriate to the eccasion but one vhich
seowed no disposition to utilize the opportunity for his own political purposes
w¢ =ight have been expected. (In contrast was the speech of former Prime Minie-
Ler Lihigzeru YUSHIDA, whose name wis added to the list of speakers subsequent te
vhe first formel imitationu. Yoshida obviously attended for the purposs of making
e point that there were some Japanese who believed, ae his address concluded,
tiat ¥tliis is no time for us to flirt with Moscow.®") In cabinet meetings as well,
'r.z ctpears, Shigemitsu has been virtually sileat where Soviet~Japanese relations

r0 concerned, His spirits are unierstood to have improved, hewever, since it was
-sn'atively decided that if and when the h;n linhhr gon to llo-cov Shig-nitau
+»1il be acting Prime Minister. 2

But it is not only the yruot Ja. w 1wu-mp t.’hat 1,“_
pascing the Foreign Office. Dver since w—xmm.—rm Minister Ichire KONO
biased the trail to the doer of the Soviet Fisheries Missiom in order Lo confer
with Sergel Tikhvinsky on the question of a five~point settlement formula, late
in August, others have followed suit: Tatswmosuke TAKASAKI, Cabinet ncdnr in
sharge of the Economic Planning Agenay, and the Socialiste Shichiro HOZUMI and
Sihichiro mrsunom. Tikhirineky, for hio part, has likowise bLy-passed the l‘ord.p
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factional struggles se apparent here have their somterparts throwghout the ;
country, uummuw.-mmumw:
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'}/ See Babassy despatch 292, W 25, 1956, ". n

P




At the same

fes have stemmed

concern lest they

ing areas during the resent electioms.
o Towr
~he relnctamt

wq VRS AEJdUNE 4d VIRY WMETR IR YIS A —7‘. -
the chmarch a 1ittle faster

and the selection of
& turn fer the Letter,
the party will somshew ad
(ssc)

Despite the number of recemt Secialist sucoesses, mest pelitical cdbservers
o0
t&k
letders
tiond

feel that with the

a suceessor to

1

u

i

x

E ﬁ

HE
m m m ~m~
i
m Ww o

% Lt
it

vV

b

i ?:mJ

46







sar-s for letting the Russians get awmy with 1%, * W
P e

. However, the Foreigm Office has mot been entirely withowt fimction in tids
:tuation. BEmbassy despatoh 254, Septedber 13, reported one important oontribu-
‘o to the Hatoyura letter o Bulganin plansing is under way for the poste
- r=slizatiom contingencies. One ! «dal requested (and was givem)

sforiiat’ on on the Department's schedulss of special allewances to personnel serv-
‘rZ in Moscow by way of assistance in Japanese preparations for estadblishing am
. hassy. In addition, the Embassy has learned that the Foreign Office intends
. ke every offort to obtain a consulate at Viadivostok; "since the principle
L re-iprocity is our sole criterion, and our sole weapon with the Soviets," as
e cificer put 1t, the only Russian consulate that would be permitted in Jamn
“ud te at Hakodute, However, it was realiszed that Soviet agreement might be
.re. cune by since no other country has a consulate in Vliadivostok. The impres-
o+ 3% wus thet the Japanese womld be quite pleased to accept a consulate in
""aivicte in return, and quite firm in denying it otherwise. The refurbishing of
wne iZas:ian consulate bullding in Hakedats, recently reported, was apparently
12 7 tie Japanese custodians as a means of trying to assure that the Japanese
“orsulate bullding in Viadivostok would also be returned in good condition,

* Foredgn Office source has also told the Embassy that there would be "no
cecessity” for Japen to engage in cultural activities in the Soviet Union and,
= f-re, there would be "no nece:sity” for the Soviets to open any cultural
oo tore in Japan, This same official anticipated that the Japanese Embassy in
17 o will be beget with problems related to the wheresbouts of the more than
+-4; Japanese missing in the USSk, Foreign Minister Shepdlov, he said, had
roomlved Shidcemitsu to conduet a search for informatien on these pecpls, and
.+ J.mnase Foreign Office had given the Russians all information it had availe
.o v 0on their identity. But the Pmbassy's biggest headache at first, he thought,
. ‘= to pursue the seareh., (WBC) .

TTi.  JCP Megbership

Speaking before the Thursday Lecture Clwb ef the Industrial Clwd on Sep=
tenber 27, Justice Minister Ryose MAKIEO annownced that current Justice Hinistry
*stinates set Japan Comamnist Party (JCP) membershiip at about 125,000, In s ™ =
creach which played down somewhat the sexlcusness of the intermal commnist
tureat in Japsn, Makino went oa to say that abowd 5,000 eomsmunists are believed -
L~ be employed by the varicus departmeunts of the govermmemt, However, according
‘o ¥akino, the Goverrment does not plan another "red purge® such as the one sar-
~1e4 out several years ago. He announced that Decause swfficient security coun-
~rmeasures have been taken, there is no need for concern over communists stealing
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L TTLAY WifRLEr fle 18 TRlErring W AIyLualng recent or cancreve.  Moreover,
...-9's appurent ttempt to place the nature of the threat thiut the JCP repre~
< %« ir 1ts -~roper perspective by comparing the size of the JCP membership with
+ +{ -he T :chers Union 1s somewhat disconcerting, for Makanc neglected to
it .;:«,‘., th't altuouzh a ver  small mumber of teachers are JCP nembers,; commu-
- r infinence in the Teachers Unlon is of substantial proportions. (A com.enta-
- & ,am ;_»1 bun also deplored tlis statement but for far different masons,
m .4 TSt 14 Jag typleal of Makine to link the Teachers Union and the JCP
w. *. 1 4. the sale sort of organizations.) Although some press revorts hinted
Lt gay.nmeze security agencies nay be taking a more gloomy view of the situatiom
pan thet diasplayed in this spiech, thers was little significant newspaper
= *ion. (HT:

Vo Riohtist ctivity (eoptipued)

A scmevhot pathetic footnote was added to recent rumors of possible rightist
sossncn when a group of about fifty ertremists staged a detonstration in fromt
~7 rrare Mirister Hatoyama's private residence on the night of Tuesday, September

. "he group which included some m, was led by Bin AKAQ of the Greit Japan

Lrootie Party (Lal Nippon A.xoko-to) and consisted mrimarily of his followers.
nuy ¢ .rried vanners protesting Hatoyama's proposed trip to Moscow., Police pre=
saried them from entering the graunds of the residence, but adbout twenty of the

Jaunnstrators staged a sit-down protest outside the gates t.hroughout s very rainy i

al oty ) s

On Thursday, oeptclber 27, the latiolul Pre tection Socioty %M held
a rally in the plaza in fromt of Tokye's large Shimbasi Station. ors of the
Jiet received bisarre invitations to the rally which were represented as coming =
from the deceased conservative leaders TekeSora OGATA and Bukichi MIKI, These
invitations invited the recipients to attend the funersl service of the "traitor® .
rrime Minister Ichire HATOYAMA, There were no assassinations or other attempts
t> add a note of realism to the mock ceremony. Press reaction and public interest
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concerned almost exclusively with the progf- of nagotiations with the Soviets,
it i{s fairly clear that the Yoshida-Ikeds growp which dowminates it has a larger
political objective in mind: evidently this group hepes t.hat the Council will

becoms the nucleus of a conservative opposition movement whi vdll eventually
~=~ perhaps immediately after Hatayama's return from Noecow — be in a positiem
to force Ha 's Mnﬂbnﬁpﬂiﬁc&lm hegemonyy of
the conservative party from Eono and the hainstress® factien,
.mmumnn.mummu.mnh lyh _
gredict vhether it will achieve any or all of i\s ebjectives {as this h

being written Hatoyama's trip has still not Deen defimitely agreed )
vhotbritvlnmmcﬂmnpnmhnuiusmon llos’ﬁ
observers at presemt tend to discemnt the impertanse of the Coumecil, poinuu
out that only a hard eore of Yeskida's followers are firmly eommitted to the
organisation, that none of the prineipal lssders of elder fuchioms are partidi-

pating; and that though the mesbers are gwmerelly agreed that Hatoyama should re-
tire promptly, there is no agreement at all as to whe should be his successor,




