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Price General 4. . Fields

ef
aeDirector of ilitary Application

Ue. o. Atomle iEmergy Couwaission
hasnington 25, De Ca.

‘Dear feneral Fields:

hs you are aware, tons regardins the CAGSTL. operation tooaxtended discus

: iplaceat| the Los Alamos oclenti fic Laboratory on 17 and 15 September sce~-
‘hwoen representatives af Holees’and Narver, the /niwetok Field Jffice, the

. anta Fe omperotions utftee, tle osa Francisea ‘rerations ‘flee, the
gitadiatton Laboratory (hiversore }, the oak “ieeo operations fice, “arbide

. yupnd |Garbon Chemicals Company (sD% Plant), Joint Pask “orce +, the los Alanos

M Wicjantifie Laboratery, and your offfee., As the result of these discussions,

cog neenclusiens were reached reparding the proposed content and schedule of the

. oLoclbh program which it is the purpose of this letter to report.  
chee ontettts

“ne LiL proposes to test at CASTLE four thermonuclear systeas of which
certain details are given in Appendix I. These systems are as follows:
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Yats document contains restricted deta as detine: Ati22)PryOGL : ndSee a

fa tht Atomic Encugy Aci of 1848, He trommnitial™ jistDaemoeee ‘9
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  | ' ee Bit is*the opinicn ofthe:

LSL that 7 increase rapidly in Lmportance and
it is essential to obtain oxperinentel information thereon.

heearliestpossivie date. | rae
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Thetotal CASTLE program thusresatris“at”
six shotse The schedule of these six shots was established, after a
thorough review of the status cf construction at tniwetokekDBikinl, tne
rate of availability of Li’, the
shots, and the logistic problems of the Task Force, as follows:
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bre-eminent among the factors which have led to the adoption of this
schedule are the Pollowing::

is The construction provran at sniwetok would - require joink occupancy
of best structures uy the contrector anu cy selentifle personnel
for ab least two weeks before shot date if an sarlier schedule
ware to be attenpted. Such joint occupancy eee wiriar- going in

uy the contractor al tne sade time electronic equiprent is ueing
tested by sclentific personnel) is belisved to be completely in
practical. From 4 security point of view, it is sost undesirable

to have construction sorkyen present during «eaoon assembly and
placanent operations. The pronosed schedule eliminates (or mini-

mizes) such joint oseupancy.

, © a * 4 woof

Tne supply of Liv for the proposed experiments snould be complete
(according to present predictions) for she proposed sehedule at
least SQ days in advance cf actual shot dats. Approximatoliy ]o
days is recarded as ciinimal time for shtonent, fabrication, local

desien and fabrication status of the test
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assembly and test, overscas shipment by air, and assembly and
test overseas, ‘The proposed séhedule allows a slight degree
of freedom in this respect.

3. The propessd schecele will pernit the ‘ack Feree to send tne
major portion of Lts sersonnel overseas immediately after
Chiristaas rether than uomebise cefore. ‘his is a matbar of
soe concern to the Task Force Camander for obvicus reasons
of morale. Tt will alse permit a eensidersaole dévree of lo-

“Lstic simplification, particularly with regard to the ship-
sant of certain construction naterials for tne contractor.
Airlift requirements in the weeks after 1 Jamary 195) are
extresely heavy and it is not obvious that MAT can satisfy
these requirements. the proposed schedule will ease this
problem.

lk. eaten, fabrication, assembly, and local test of both the
proposed LAGL and Livermore devices cnn probably «cet the
above schedule unless presently unforeseen delays are en-
countered. Similarly, the diagnostic experimentation will
probably veready by these dates. larlicr dates would be
extremely problemmatical in terms of acbual accomplishment.

5. lo attempt to meat earlier cates and then postpone at the
last ainute is wasteful of time, money, and logistic effort,
The present schedule represents the best proposal which can
be made at this time for the earliest pructicable schedule
which can be aet if no unforeseen difficulties are encountered.

We have attached to this letter as appendices (1) a table of the general
character and requiresents of the preposed LASL cevices, as well as some
additional general information onother «weapon systems which may
interast for cosparisons; and
        

 

  

 

Although thé-active
material requirements for these tests aro fairly precise, 1t may be well
bo postpone the specifie requost to iligher authority for permission to ex~

pend these materlals until the exact amounts have been determined,

 

Very truly yours,

/s/ Ns &. Bradbury

 

birector
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ihe propowed production plan is based upon the foliowiny assunptions: .
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FLR.

MAR.

APR.

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUG,

SiSFT,

* Includes 2 practice units.
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see Te ahemta

priori preparedness for ctoth a wet and a dry weapon,fit gives an
s for both a cheap and an expensive (in terms of

a
“ss well as capabiliti
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scarce materials) L
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