
eo ° a

$0. 1RGSSG, Bsc. 5.5
, SAC200} é O70C00)

me waV7eo0G 8 a 4

ByBAbseDateBL
went conrists of A ‘pages

, ae No, ee of fe Cozies, Sariga LY
  

    
  

  
Bes iak ya"

   

we
n

&. 411909
 

   

   

  

Honorable Robert LeBaron

Chairman, Military Liaison Committee . oe

to the Atomic Energy Commission . ‘
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c

Dear Mr, LeBaron:
“

Reference is made to your letter of November 3, 1952 and wy.

answer of December 15, 1952}*concerning plans for CASTLE,.

The results of the IVY thermonuclear experiment indicate .

certain reorientation of the thermonuclear weapons progran - 7

in order to ingure broad and rapid progress in this activity. .

- the revised.progran and Ats hearing on.the timing of the .

ASTLE Operationare digcuns a
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Itisnow apparent that material.

“gvallability forthiewesponindicaesHovenber ag theearli
full-scale test.=B0alLe 

   

TNenaprpinne htartces tna eA
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The Mike device behaviour leads us to believe that adaptationof

its design toa weaponorweapoys offers real promise.|
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type dagign to a weapon configuration, however, involves & great |

amount of engineering and process /development and tast, inelud--

| ing a mmber of important tests now scheduled for the UPSHOT
b

& series in the Spring of 1953.
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    - such a course is indteated because 14 offers inerensed pramiee for
obtaining a capability in thermomuelear weapons in early 195k.

We realize that the above ‘suggested plan has & major dapact on.
military planningas well aa on the. supporting Task Porca. With
the opening of these several avenes for advance in thermonuclear
weapon development, and with, the emphasis that is belng placed on
the program, 2 possibility still exists that one weapon model may,
unexpeatedly develop shead.of. the othera to the point where it. .
becomes Teasible and advantageous to prooftesat this model in the |
Pall of 1953. To be able to take advantage of this possibility. .
should 1t arise, it would be desirable for the JIF to retain the ,
capability of mountinga mich simpler operation on an onergency
basis in the Fall of 1953,

In view of the importance of thia program, your carly comments-
are requested.

Sincerely yours,

H. D. Spyyth
Acting Chairman  
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