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MINUTES

 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR bIOLOCY AND MEDICINE
September 7 and 8, 1951

—The 28th meeting of the Advisory Committee for Biology and Medicine

was held at the Atomic Energy Commission in Washington, D.Ce on September

7 and &, 1951,
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George Ve LeRoy
Herbert Scoville, Jr-

Colonel Ge Me McDonnell

The Chairman convened the meeting at 10:00 asme The

first order of business presented to the Commaittce vas

a discussion of the minutes of the meeting held at the
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University of Rechester, Rochester, New York, on May

13 and 19, 1951. The minutes were approved unanimously

unon a motion by Dr. Wearn and Dre Doisye

The Vice Chairman welcomed Ir, Faille who had been

recently nominated a member of the Committece

Dre Warren introduced the new stuff meabers, which

included Mr. Robert L. Corsbic, Chicr’ of the Civil

Defense Liaison Branch; Dre Harold Plough, Assistant

Chief of the Biology Branch; Dro Forrest iJestern and

De, Gordon Dunning of the Blophiysics Brnnch., The

Committee was gratificd to learn thit these wen ure

leaders in their respective ficlds and will mect very

important needs for the staff. They furtocr commended

De. Warren for assembling such a fine group,

The contractual research programs, totaling 106, which

were appreved during June, July, end jusust, 15 well

as those projects which were duclinud, were revicwedas

It was the feeling of the Comiulttec that the proprrams

are progressing satisfactorily. i. list of projects

is attached as Addendum #1.

The Committce expressed concern over Dr. Warren's

report on the National Science Foundation with respect

to the action of The Conpress in the proposed cut of

its appropriation to “300,000. Dr. Warren stated that
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unless there is some restoration, the NSF will be non-

existent as a functioning organization and they will be

unible to take over the AEC Fellowship Programs. He

further advised the Comaittce that the ALC is lending

every effort to assist the NSF in order that the

unclassified portions of the Fellowship Program may be

transferred to it both from the Division of Research

and the Division of Biology and Medicines

Dr. Bugher cricnted the Committee on the conferences

that heve been neld both with the Commission and with

Dr. Berkner and his staff since Dr. Berkner's avpoint-

ment as president of LUI. The question of overhcad

compensation to be paid AUT for its manzgerial services,

as well as discussions of this subjcct before the

Commission, were reviewed. Whether the gcneral overhea

of AUI shall be audited by AEC will require administra-

tive determination by the Commission. Notwithstanding,

the Comuittee cxpressed thumselves as being in favor of

being as liberal as possible in fiscal and administra-

tive matters with the universities that arc heading up

the National Laboratorivs in various sections cf the

country, because withcut thet association and without

an agreeable sort of association, the full potentialities

of these programs will fail.
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Civil Defense Mr. Corsbie reviewed the civil defense progran,

emphasizing the licison work that is being carricd on

with the Federal Civil Defense Administrztion, the

Deprxtment of Defensc, and other cgenciczs. He also

reported on the Federal Civil Defense Administration

rganization, its programs, radiation detoction instru-

mont prograu, criteria of design for protuctive

construction, and AEC personnel sheltcr program. The

Committee displaycd much interest in the .rrangeacnts

that were being mide for the FCDA to participate in

the forthcoming tests in Nevada, and also the plans that

are being made for testing "backyard tyne" shelterse

it was brought out in the discussions that the greatest

need is for some decision to be mide at an early date

by the Civil Defense authoritics that will guide the

states in their purchase of satisfactory instruments,

as well as give them general information for use in

their own localitics,.

 

SECRET Dr. Scoville revicwed the present strtus of the

Radiological Warfare problum end stated that since the
Raciological
Wartare Noyes panel had disbanded, coordination is being carried

on jointly by the Nepartment of Defense and the AKG.

He stated that the present program is aimed at obtaining

information for the weapons system cvaluation group.

The information as to the feasibility and the uscfulness
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of RW as a weapon was given to the Committee in

Dr. Hardie presented a resume of his investigations

of the use of the polygraph, or the so-called "lie

duteetor", at Oak Ridgee He advised the Comuittec: that

it) has been used for pre-employment servening as an

adjunct to security considerations in a portion of the

sensitive operations et Oak Ridge. It was the view of

the Committce that a further study should be mede to

evaluate the full capabilities and limitations of the

instrument before considering Commission-wide usce

Dre Warren ond Drs Bugher reviewed the budgcts for the

Division of Biology and Medicine for the fiscal ycars

1952 and 1953. In this connection, there ensued

considerable discussion over a tentative item for

104,000 placed in the 1953 bucget for preliminary

erchitectvral and design studics for « wing to the

permanent medical center at UCLA. Dre Bugher stated

that it was proposed that the wing would ccst spproxi-

mately $1,900,000 end it was to be used to house the

sEC research project. The question was then presented

of whether or not the Commission, <

to engage in large-scale construction ct the sitcs of

university contractors, It was the sense of the

Committee that the AEC should not construct buildings
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or units to house atomic cnergy research projccts on

university campuscs.

Tn connection with the proposal from UCLA, the Committee

wis of the opinion that the University should finnnce

the cost cf the construction of the building if it is

determined that one is reunired for housing the AEC

project. The request for funds for their research

project would then be eveluated ench year 2s all other

proposals are cvaluated by the Resenrch Committee of

the Division of Biology end Medicine, This statement

rogardines the construction of buildings on university

cimpuscs reiterates the vicws of th: Committce as stated

at their mevting of September 11, 198.

Dre Lekoy provided the meeting with in ovorall evaluation

of the Greenhouse experiments from the ncdical stondpointe

It was an important contribution to the meeting. The

Committce agreed that at the ezrlicst possible dxrte

tuese biomedical results should reccive wide distribution

en an unclassified {or declassificd) basis to medical

schools and civil defense organizations so that it would

be useful in their thinking in problems of the care cf

atomic bomb casualtics and civil cefense motters,

In this connection, the Committec voted unanimously to

recommend that "Shot Easy" ("Greenhouse") be declassified.

Notc: A&A copy of the proposed summary of the Biomedical
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Program is available in the files of the

Division of Biology and Medicines

Buster and Dr. Claus reported on the Division's interest in the
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series of tests to be hild in Nevada, with particular

emphasis on the responsibility of the Division of

Biology and Medicine in assuring rediolosical safuty

to both participants and surrounding populations.

Discussion followed on the program for country-wide

observation of radioactive fall-out, In connection with

these activities, a film depicting the lLarge~siale

explosion by the Armed Forces at Dugway, Utah, was

shown.

Argonne Pre Dunham led a brivf discussion on the status of the
Cancex
Hospital Argonne Cancer Hospital and of the overall research

program to be undertaken there, The Committee was

particularly inpressed with the studies on the effucts

of spleen shielding and such things as regencration of

bone marrow following whole body radiation and the

studies of individuals from Elgin State Hospital who

have received radium therapeutically several years agoo

f{ revort will be made at a later dete to the Committee

on the work being undertaken at the Hospital in

conjunction with the University of Chicago. The building

is expected to be ready for occupancy april 1, 1951.

(Because of the recont fire at thc Limestone plant,

occupancy is not expected before June 1, 1951).
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Dre Bugher advised the Comittee of the recent

developments of the ACCC program, The Committee was

pleased to hear that confidence has been restored in

the proup who 2re working cgainst great odds in Japane

This has been expeditcd in part by the formation of a

joint advisory committee by the National Academy of

Sciences to iron out its problems. The joint advisory

committee consists of Dr. Bronk serving as chairman

without a vote; Dra Warren representing the AEC, with

Dre Bugher es his alternate, also without voting

privileges; and Drs. Hastings, Wearn, Goodpasture, Curt

Stern, Winternitz, Fred Hodges, and Wilburt Davison.

This Committce is to be assisted by a Sub-Committce on

Trplementation composed of an Exccutive Officer yot to

be appointed: Dr. Hardie from the Division of Biology

and Medicines Mr. Meid from the National Academy of

Sciences as fiscal agents; and Mre Merril Fisenbud from

the New York Operations Office (which administers the

contract). The Conmittce commended Dre Bugher for his

outstanding efforts and accomplishments in assisting to

establish the progrem on 2 firm footing.

Dre Dunham expleined the problems that are confronting

the Division, as well as the U.S. Public Health Service,

in getting the sub-human primate studies underway. He

i
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pointed out that two projects already have been set up

with NCZ funds, and the Subcommittec on Radiation

Studies of the National Cancer Advisory Committee has

reviewed and accepted several additional pronosals. He

stated that it had not been determined just which

proposals the AEC should accept for support from the

#250,000 which has been set aside by the Division of

Biology and Medicine for this study. In this repard,

and after considerable discussion, it was the feeling of

tne Committee that the Division of Biolopy and Mcdicine

should not commit all the funds until the Subcommittee

on Radixtion Studies holds its next meeting and the

Division has had en opportunity to weigh the merit of

the proposals submitted at that time,

The next meeting of the Committee was scheduled to be

held in Las Vegas, Novada, with no specific date or time

set for the meeting.

#1 - List of Research Proposals Accepted and Declined
#2 - Ltr to Chm, AEC, from Vice Chm, aCEM, reporting on mtge

of Septe 7 and &, 1951
#3~btrto-¥ieo—ChmsAGH, —from~Chm,—4EC,—acknowledeing—

abeve—tetter™
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