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MINUTES
ADVISORY COMMITIEE FOR BIOLOY AND MEDICTHE
Scptember 7 and 8, 1951

The 28th meeting of the Advisory Committeec for Biolegy and Medicine
was held at the Atomic Energy Commission in Washington, DsCe on September

7 and 8, 1951,

gﬁ}ggggggg Members of Committee Dr. Eo We Goodpasture;
Vice Chairman

Dr. Edsard A. Doisy

Dro Eo Co Stakman

Dre Je To Wearn
Dro Go Failla attended the meeting as a consultant
Dr. Alan Gregg end Dr. Curt Stern were unable to
be present

Division of Biclogy and Dro. Shielde Warren
Heaicire Try John Ce Bugher
T I'r, Charies Dunham
Tr. Walter Ciaus
Dre Paul Pearson
Dr. N. E. Tolbcrt
Dre Gordon Dunning
Dr. Forrest Western
Lr. Georsge A, Hardie
Dr. Harold Plough
hre Robert Corsbic
Mre Lo Joe Deal
Mre Robert O'Neill
Mrs Jochn Simons
FMrs Robert Butenhollrl
¥r. Richard Johnston
Mrse Frances Montgomery

Visitors Dr. Gecrge V. LeRoy
Drs Herbert Scoville, Ji-
Lt. Colonel Go Mo McDonnel

Minutes of The Chairman convened the meeting at 10:00 a.me The
Meeting of

Mag 18 and 19, first order of busincss prescnted to the Committee was
1951

a discussion of the minutes of the méeting held at the



Dr, Gioacchino

T=3illa
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New Staff
lemhers

Report on
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National
sScience
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University of Rochester, Rochester, New York, on May
13 and 19, 195L, The minutes were approved unanimously
upon a motion by Dre Wearn and Dre Doilsys

The Vice Chairman welcomed Dr, Faillas who had been
ricently nominated a nmember of the Committec.

Dr. Worren introduced the new stuff mewbers, which
included Fro. Robert L. Corsbic, Chics of the Civil
Dofense Liaison Branchj Dre Harold Plough, Assistant
Chief of the Biolopgy Branchy Dr. Forrest iJestern and
Dr, Gordon Dunning of the Bilophysics Branch. The
Committee was gratificd to learn that these wen are
leaders in their respective fields mnd will mocb very
impeortant needs for the staff. They furthcr commended
Dr. Worren for assembling such a fine group.

The contractual research pregrams, totaling 106, which
woere appreved during June, July, and sugust, as well
as those projects which were declincd, were revieweds
It was the feeling of the Comaittec that the proprams
are progressing satisfactorily. [ list of prejects

is attached as Addendum #l.

The Committee expressed concern over Dr. Warren's
report on the Notional Science Foundation with respect
to the action of The Congress in the proposed cut of

its appropriation to $300,000. Dr. Warren stated that
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unléss there is some restoration, the NSF will be non-
existent as a functioning organization and they will be
unzble to take over the AEC Fellowship Programs. e
further advised the Comuittce that the AEC is lending
every effort to assist the NSF in order that the
unclassified portions of the TFellowship Program may be
transferred to it both from the Division of Rescarch
and the Division of Biology and Mcdicinz,
BNL-AUT Dr. Bugher cricnted the Committee on the confercnces
that have been held both with the Cormission and with
Dr. Berkner znd his staff since Dr. Bcrknert!s avpoint-
ment as president of LUTe The guestion of overhecad
compensation to be pald AUL for its mancgerial scrvices,
as well as discussions of this sukjcct before the
Commission, were revicwced. Whether the goneral overhead
of 4AUI shall be audited by AEC will reguire administra~
tive determination by the Commission. Nobtwithstanding,
the Committee coxpressed themsclves as being in favor of
being as liberal as possible in fiscal and administra~
tive matters with the universitices that arc heading up
the National Laberatorics in various scctions cf the
country, because withcut that association and without
an agreecble sort of associaticn, the full potentialities

of these programs will fail.
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Vr, Corsbie reviewcd the civil defense progran,
cnphasizing the lisziscn work .hat is being carried on
with the Federal Civil Defense Administration, the
Dipaztment of Defenscy and othor cgencics. He also
reported on the Federzl Civil Defense Administration

rganization, its programs, radiation detcction instru~

ment prograu, criteria of design for protoective
construction; and AEC personnel shelicr program. The
Cormittee displayed much interest in the arrangements
that were being made for the FCDA to participate in
the forthcoming tests in Nevada, and also the plans that
are buing made for testing "backyord type' shelterse
It was brought out in_tho discussions that the greatest
riced is for some decision to be mude a2t an early date
by the Civil Defense authoritics that will guide the
states in their purchase of satisfactor;y instruments,
a5 well as give thom general information for use in
thcir own localities,
Dre Scoville revicwed the prescent stotus of the
FRadiological Warfere problem ond stated that since the
Noyes panel had disbanded, coordination is being carried
on Jjointly by the Department of Defense and the LLC,
He statced that the present program is aimed at obtaining

information for the weapons system cvaluation groupe
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on as to the feasibility and the uscfulness



Polygraph
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of RW as a weapon was given to the Committee in

Dr. Hardie presented a resume of his investigations

of the use of the polygraph, or the so-called "lie
dotector®; at Oazk Ridge. He adviscd the Committec that
it has becn used for pre-employment screcning as on
adjunct to security considcrations in a portion of the
sensitive operations at Oak Ridge. It was the view of
the Commitice that a further study should be mede to
evaluate the full capabilities and limitations of the
instrument before considering Commilssion-wide usee

Dre. Worren ond Dr, Bugher roviewed the budgcts for the
Division of Biology and Medicine fer the fiscal ycars
1952 and 1953, In this connection, there cnsued
considerable discussion over a tentative item for
$10L,000 placed in the 1953 budget for preliminary
architectural and design studics for a wing to the
porrmanent medical center at UCLA. Dre Bugher stated
that it was propecsed that the wing would ceost aporoxgi-
mately 41,900,000 and it was to be used to house the
AEC research project. The quostion was then presented
of whether or not the Commission, =s a policy, wisled
to engage in large-scale construction ot the sitcs of
university contractors. It was the sense of the

Cormittee that the AEC should rot construct buildings
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or units to house atomic energy rescarch projccts on
university campusess.
In connection with the propesal from UCL4A, the Committee
was of the opinion that the University should finnnce
tie cost cof the construction of the building if it is
determined that one is reynired for housing the AEC
project. The request for funds for their research
rroject would then be evalucted ench yenr s all other
proposals are cvaluated by the Research Committec of
the Division of Biology and Medicince This statement
rzparding the constructicn of buildings on university
cumpuses reiterates the vicws of the Committce as stated
at their mecting of September 11, 1918,
Dro. LeRoy provided the meeting with an overall evaluation
of the Greenhouse experiments from the medicz2l stondpointe
It was an important contribution to the meeting. The
Committee agreed that at the e-rlicst possible dzte
thaese binmmedical results should reccive wide distribution
on an unclassified (or declassificd) basis to medical
gchools and civil defensec organizations so that it would
be useful in their thinking in protlems of the care cf
atomic bomb casualtics and civil defense motberse
In this connection, the Committec voted unanimously to
recommend that "Shot Zasy" ("Greenhouse') be declassifiedo

Notc: A copy of the proposed cummary of the Biomedical
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Program is available in the files of the

Division of Biology and Medicine.
Dr. Claus reported on the Division's interest in the
series of tests to be held in Nevaday with porticular
cmphasis on the responsibility of the Division of
Biology and Medicine in assuring rodiolopical safuty
to both porticipants and surrounding populationse
Discussion followed on the program for country-wide
observation of radioactive fall-out, In connecticn with
these activities, 2 film depicting the large-ssale
explosion by the Armed Forces at Dugway, Utah, was
showme
Dre Dunham led 2 brief discussion on the status of the
Argonne Cancer Hospital and of the overall research
program to be undertaken there, The Cormittee was
particularly inmpressed with the studies on the effucts
of spleen shiclding and such things as regencrotion of
bone marrow following whole body radiation and the
studics of individunls from Elgin Stote Hospital who
have received radium therapeutically scveral yesrs agoo
A revort will ve made at a later date to the Comittec
cn the work being undertaken at the Hospital in
conjunction with the University of Chicagos The building
is expected to be ready for occupancy april 1, 1951,
(Because of the recent fire at the limestone plant,

occuparcy is not expected before June 1, 1951,
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Atomic Bomb Dro Bugher advised the Comuittee of the recent
Casualty
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Comission developnments of the ALCC programs. The Committee was
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pleased to hear that confidence has been restored in
the group who are working against great odds in Japane
This has been oxpedited in part by the formation of a
joint advisory cormittee by the National Academy of
Sciences to iron out its problems. The joint advisory
committee consists of Dre Bronk serving as chairman
without 2 vote; Dr. Warren representing the AEC, with
Dr. Bugher zs his alternatey; also without veting
privileges; and Drs. Hastings, Wearn, Goodpasture, Curt
Stern, Winternitz, Freod Hodges, and Wilburt Davison.
This Committee is to be assisted by a Sub-Committce on
Irplementation composed of an HExccutive Officer yet to
be appointed; Dr. Hardie from the Division of Biology
and Mcdicine; Mrs Meid from the National Academy of
Scienées as fiscal agent; and Mre Mcerril Fiscnbud fron
the Wew York Opcrations Office (which administers the
contract), The Committee commended Dre Bugher for his
outstanding efforts and accomplishments in assisting to
establish the program on a firm footings

Sub-human Dr. Dunham cxplaincd the problems that are confroating
Primates
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the Division, as well as the Us. S, Public Health Service,

in getting the sub-human primate studies underway. He
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pointed out that two projects alrcady have been set up
with NCI funds, and the Subcommittec on Radiztion
Studies of the National Cancer Advisory Committee has
reviewed and accepted several additional pronosals. He
stated that it had not been determined just which
proposals the AEC should accept for support from the
#250,000 which has becn set aside by the Division of
Biology and Medicine for this study. In this regardg
and after considerable discussion, it was the feeling of
thc Committee that the Divisinn of Biology and Mcdicine
should not commit all the funds until the Subcommittec
on Radiation Studies holds its noxt meeting and the
Division has had an opportunity to weigh the merit of
the proposals submitted at that time.
The next meeting of the Committee was scheduled to be
hcld in Las Vepas, Nevada, with no specific date or time

sct for the meeting,

#1 - List of Research Proposals fccepted and Declined

#2 - Ltr to Chm, AEC, from Vice Chm, ACRM, reporting on mtge
of Septe 7 and &, 1951

#3~Tbr-bo-ice—Chmy OB, from-Chmy—4EC,—acknowledaing—
above—dettor—
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