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SUMMARY RESULTS OF ENEWETAK/BIKINI ATOLL
VISITS

September 1974

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PEOPL!

On August 12, 1974, the Comunission coasidered and approved
.

recommendations contained in SEZCY 75-81 lor cleanup and rehabiiiza-

tion of Enewetak Atoll and 1 s» ucted the staff to obtain comrnents irzm

the Enewetak peopie. Duriag the week of September 2, 1474, staif of
the Defense Nuclear Agen (D\IA) Department of the Interior (D®I),
and the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), met with the Enewetak

people and their advisors at Enewetak Atoll, -

The AEC recommendations were presented to the Enewetak Council,
their advisors, members of the Congress of Micronesia, and staff of
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI). The DNA submitted
a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) which contains the AEC
recommendations as the preferred option. During the series of meetings,
there was ample opportunity for questions. .

Additional informarion was presented on radiation standards and their
application to the radiological conditions ieading to the recommenda -
tion that E£ajeni not be resettled at this time. A REC staif were asked
whnen tngebi woula secome naovitable again., The staff responded that

a precise estimate was not pessibie aow, that natural decay would
reduce the radicacuivity in the soii and plants to acceptable levels

in 30 years, and that AEC would be studying the rate of reduction of
radioactivity in the eaviroament and within five years should have a
better answer to tne question.

There was a C!\.-.‘Sti")u about how the Enveb). :)eO'wle were $0 De accommo-
eased tid thev o on oceuarn to theilr 1sian A L/O[ repres entat:v said
mat tiis snoal. o voTinen sl oy Lie maewniak people and that i was
moped an agrooinonl Woula Lo reacnes porniicting the Eanjeni peo;’;;e

to iive in the southern 1sianas. The fnjebi neople are concerned
that their houses may be consiruciea oa southern isiands they Go not
swn and that the houses could not later be moved to Enjebi.

Representatives of AnC, DNA, aad DOIL the District Admainisirator
oi the Marshall Isianads, and the Eaewetak Council and their legal
advisors discussed the announced plan for 50 people to return to
Japtan Island nrior to cleanup. On July 18, 1574, DOI was advised
that while there was no contamination on japtan Istand, AEC does
not recornmend return oi people before cieanup and certification
because of a number OI nazardous conditions known to exist in otaer
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parts of the Atoll. However, AEZC would interpose no objections to

such return provided TTPI can assure effective measures to restrict

access to unsafe areas and prevent removal or transport of contaminated

scrap. Interior did proceed to approve and announce the early return.

& list of conditions and restrictions for this return were preparad.

“hese included' (1} no wvisits to isiands in the north, {2} scrap C\Jllectlou
oaly witn permis ssion of the TTXI Representative, (3) visits to oo

islands 1a the soutna under coatro oresentative, Lhe

Japtan conditions and restrictioas were presented to the Councii. See
Attachment I. '
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During a side trip to Bikini, legal advisors to the Bikini Council re-
quested a comparison of the predicted radiation doses for the Zikini
people and the predicted dose for the Enewetak people. The radiological
survey findings and decision to rehabilitate Bikini Atoll were reviewed.
See Attachment [I, Liverman to Barry, June 27, 1974.) The advisors
were told that the same radiation standards were used for both Enewetak
and Bikini Atolls. Food items such as pandanus, breadfruit, banana
and papavya, wiil se monitored {or uptace of radioactivity and coniribution
to radiation dose. Locally grown pandanus and breadiruit will not be
avaﬂable fior iour or {ive years. Banana and papaya will be available
swach earlier.
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SOLILOWI 2 NCTIONS AND rUNDING RZQUIREMENT

azread ui)x:rr division of responsipiiities Detween thie severai

i ncios for Lnewetax Atoh daSlgR: the Department of De-
Lense. Witn o7 »:\ s 1ts action agency, the job of preparing the DZEIS
and aad funding the c¢i [ 15 to be responsible for
nc“ml ag comme reial and subsistence agriculture
: e ction. The ARC coa-
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coee T VTV T LATO s 0T Jiea au .

1als0n Wit oM At

L ; aabiiitation dela oerat 5. ANC will part;ci'paﬁe
T o 0TeiatiCn aatl Cieanup. according Lo (e oriteria and recommenda-

£,
GRS, nas been oit;&[d\.tOI’lL/ comuoleted. rurther, there is a firm

Lo loLio WU of trie enviroament aad DeopLe O Ge Certain

)

taat raciacioa wose prealct*onb are indeed correct. ‘Tncese are re-
sponsinisitles AZC will nave to assume. This same division of re-
sponsibilities and part;c:lpa ion appiied to Bikini Atoll cleanup and —_
renaoilitati

iiitation. Except for certification and enviroamental studies,
ALC 15 thus 1o an advisory role {or both artolis.



study is needed to answer gquestions =
Enjebi. How Jast ave tne '
beingz reduced” -
duction? N2

LCT0as TaGL ou el el COLlie vl Lol LA." SIodac el

Answers o2 needed W

L S Yeass tor Enewetns Awoli. Tne
information aiso will be appiicasie to Bikini Atoll in verifying
the long-term radiation dose predictions.

Criteria nhave been provided to DNA for cleanup of plutonium.
Additional guidance is reguired on feasibility of reducing the
quantity of material recuiring disposal, e.g.. can plutomum be
removed from the contaminated scii, and what is the cost of such
action? This information wiii have an irmpact on tine method
chosen for disnposal oif contaminated material and therefore on
the cost of cieanup. *

Answers are neerded 50 taafl JNA can efiect vr—u/ deal with plutonium
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508a “leanuD of other debris, expected
ooTe {L‘i;‘& WO Lo three years o) Zeld wors. Otherwise, AEC may
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Znewetak Atoli.

Als0o, queqtm urrent radiologidas
Llas . . ~f faiwout {rom the
Che T “5.. mXEeraa. ooeation surveys using the aerial
- R : UL LO00 Llemng ace nesced Ior Fongeild,
LSS, ievee Loae, L wilvik Atolis. Tnere is an increasing

cornter ol Lnooisies aoout the ;agia“o:x Llevels in these Atolils, and
iittie or no curreat radiation data.



5. The probiem i disposal of conlamuaated scrap and SOil requires
add1t10flax stody, Enviroamental Jrotection Agency (EPA) staff
~dl
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taminac2d Georis L e OO Tad TRLSI OGhtala a comprenaasive
evaluadion o7 tne var.otis .o ooh0 and their costs.
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Resuits of an ~vaiiaiion of vi.so0say a;:crnamve; wiil ce needegd
in about one vear (o allow time for CPA processiangz and in order
tc obtain a pe‘:mzt [T ocean disposal for timeu/ use during and
near the iinisi of cleanup field operations.

The five iterns anove requilvs aalisions regarding responsipiiity and
fundiag withis AZC and its 2ivisions and fieid oifices. A clear under-
etween AJ:,\J anag DOD is aiso
needed. Thnere is a criticai need [CT ansWers the qu&stions that

~ 5 ana the research and aecessary
studies susc be accompilshed GuiCiv. {ollowup environmental

standing of division of
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monitorirn; A0C re-evaiuatlon O ae wose predicticns represent longer
term studies Al wiil e Confinuod todeliaitely.  Annual funding for
NS WOoTh WL Lave § eased when both Bikini and
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