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You will recall that as a result of the March 1 detonation of the CASTLE
test series comiucted by JTF-7 in the Pacific in 195), the natives of
Rongelap and Utirlk Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout. The Atomic Energy Comission, on behalf of the U. S.
Government, has accepted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Naval
kedical Research Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory and
the Brookhaven National Laboratory. These exacinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CIPACFL?
and the Comanding Officer KAVSTATAd.

The fifth follow-up examinations during February=April, 1958 for the
first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far
the meaesurenent and identification of the total body burden of contamti-
nating radioisotopes. It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct data on the type and decree of internal contarination of a muber of
the islrniers, It wrs also nseful in establishing thit there was residual
Lélic ctivity present in certain foous tc other metertials, Since it ia
likely that the current series of testa has atic l to the contamina ico
level of t'.ese islancs, it is mcre thar ever irmeretive to contin:« these
re ideal follo.eum stucies an. to extend ‘he morve: to a detailed exaninas-
vior of t e olocicna] arracts of thy ve islom .$ special attention mist
it ociwen* tt Low 3 cutein.d ite . dds *

av orders tc area "Sig sass‘. ft is pr:-csec thet a team of alicel

eeclo celiac) 672) 6S be ecrt to these islatis with their recricc.
router ty cl es technica. assistanc>., The experience of last

Sho exmenili, ~ whtth yoo - ar...tly provided the LST fF. 5

L
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Doty ywoltu us to request tht an 1.7 a:ain be assipnmed fer trarce-
Tortation amd basti:- berinnine sac tise betwecn the middle of February
= itso first of varch, 1937, ar. regoirin- about one month overall for
co.rletion ef itssicn, /¢n'. 7 rroved to nave many acvantares over other
croft, nei tre leest of which was its ability to accert and secure the

életen @delu:. ..* lroca cl the wheile buy counter on its tank cecr,
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An LST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole bedy cointer and the x- ay equipment.

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure ta Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 day: .ater and off-load the

steelroom,

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any cther designated pefnt in this Lsland system and simi-

larly could disembark. At least two technricians, however, should assist
in the on-loading «f the steelroow anJ its assoctated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while it fs on baard.

Assistance from the U. S, Navy in the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of immeasurable value. Accordinsly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the followin, inc ‘tental items is respectfully

requested,

1, Participaticn in the operation by certain na-al personnel, both service

and civilian, Approximately five e.ci naval personnel should accompany

the team, bit as yet these men are uniesignated. At least some of the

five will come from those listed in Schedsle A dependent on duttes and

commitments as cf that time, Your gereral approval of such detached

duties ts respectfully requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2, Transportation .ta ‘MATS for all other personnel (Schedule +) cf

the team anc cargo from Hawaii t» K ajaleta or other cesignr'ed

point cf em-arkation and return. In addition to the five ic.ers

of the team listed in paragrarh 1 abo.e there are contemplated

some five eclentists and six tecnnician: from the Brookhaven

National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National

Institutes of Health, the ralter ‘ee. evical Center, and the

Armed Forces Spectal Weapons Project Five to even civilian

ecolozist-scientists from the Univers.t. of “asnanyton complete

the teac. The tote. weight o: aii oe { . equipment an’ gear fs
estimated at f° tor and the tre ' Jo, ee. te feet.

3. Transportat:on ano oerthing ot the asove celica. and ecclegical

investigato:: oo the trip to and fro Kor elap and Surins the

period of tie exa .- ctrer an Diet:

4. Assignment ° . “la Popros tf tor 2 * OTS transpertation

required.
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5S. Air transportation between Kwajalein or cther designated exbariation
point and Majuro, and return, to transfer three Marshallese (ons
medical practitioner and two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the medical team to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Authorization to all Raval Commands enroute to provide assistence
and suprort to this team of scientists as needed,

7. Authorization of the Commender af the LST to on-load the steelrooa
amd other stored material at Fniwetok and subsequently return then

if that island 1s not designated as the principal station of the
vessel,

Yeur cooperation in bringing about this blomedical mission will be
deeply appreciated. Moreover, in addition to satisfying the Covernment's
responsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be assisting

in studies which hove proven to be of values to the Department of the
Navy and to the A:< in altvancing our umerstending of the nature of
radiation injury ari the delayed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,

SAN BRUNO FBC
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Tentative lfatin; of personnel. Additionel pe-.mel are being contacted.

These listed below heve received informal epproe:l of their respective

Cocmandin, C’floers cr Direct:ra

U. S,

Revel Medical Research Inatitute, Shesda, Meryland
Lt.Cdr. I.V. Kin: (MSC) USN, Nevel Linigan Officer (not to accompany team)
Lt. Ecrl J. Foth (MC) USNR, Cur_eon
Mr. Maymerd Fischer, flectrictan fC fec te*

Novel Medicel Fetearcss Jit, Cadre, Evyp’.
“4iliam G. “Liter, Wd, OLN. Serv. FO. Technicien  Nievel Afr Stection, ve Ku vcville, Plorida

VU. Jeffersor. Ex uy, FMI, UcN. Serv. No. Tecauniciean |

Neval fadiolocical Defense Laboratory, San Francisco, Clifornia ‘
Mr. Byten Hechicr, Statistician

Mr. Villies Mucray, Photocrepher

Luth Nevel Distr! ' Preventive Medicine U-i*, Perrl Rerbor, T.H.
t. Jemea F > an (MC) USNR, Liaisor © {rer for COMMAWNSEAFRON
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walter Reed Mecti« 1 Jer.ter

Colonel fac us (..eren, MC, ULA, Opotie.s boctst

Cb Litan:

Brsohheven Natiou 2 Slav tery, Upton, ot. rae~ SF

Dr. Robert . 7 wil, Medicel Der: 3° . ies. Lender end Internizt

Tr. Jomes . “too, Meadors "er , cheth, sicist

Dr. wilite: aot, thedicel Royer powees eT LE.
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wv) Lo royer, 6 Fane ce 2te -» .° Evilis o.scter,

L.I., Wew Yor, Hu tole iL
Loe oe Leeward Pell or *Do Blur sc, Netidonrl Imstivutes of

w.elth, Beto oo. 1, inie un.

oO w
a 2 f 4

4 as 2 ofNeY - : Sm - 4 ew;as Tepe = a?-bomrtea Cn... (opt. . ermons Pre er.
tet " . - 4,ae ‘ ‘ taf Do eee T4522

y ~ m r wo 4 7 oy -

t ~ . 2 eg Lo ~y

vv C

we ey

CU TERIAL REMOVED



SCHEDUEE "A” Contd

Marshel) Islands, Msojuro
One medical prectitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washinston, Seattle, ¥:shin-ton
Dr. Fdwerd FE. Held, Leboratory of Radiation Biclo vy

Dr. Allyn 7. Sesuour, Laborrtors of Redictiua Bislosy
Approxdaz-tely Sour to six rdtittore’ s-‘entistec exd/or teBnicians

from this lsvoratory
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