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You will recall that as a result of the Farch 1 detonation of the CASTLE
test serles conducted by JTF-7 in the Facific in 195, the natives of
Rongelap end Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio=
active fallout, The Atomic Fnergy Commission, on behalf af the U, S.
Government, has accerted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
nedical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Naval
kedical Resezrch Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory and
the Brookhaven Bational Laboratory. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CINCPACFLY
and the Coaanding Officer EAVSTATAJ,

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-Arril, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far

the meesurenent and f{dentification of the total body baoden of contami-
nating radioisotopes. It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct dota con the tyre ard de-ree of internal contarination of & mumber of
the islrn'ers, It wra also wseful in establishing thit there was residual
veldcrctivity prement in certain foous ¢:d other roterimls, Since {t 1s
Likrly thet the current series of tests has aticl to the cootamina ica
level of t'.ese islancs, 4t 48 mcre tran ever irerztive to contim:a these
re idcal follo = stu'ies enl to extend “te tm-ve,” to & detailed exzsxning-
Licn of t e aolorical asvacis of the-e islo~ |4 special attenticn rwst

coociven C. Y lom Y coteinad {te s Al

27 cedos toc gre st ™9 sdsst. f4 is procosed that a team of aedical
~eclo s L. Y 5 Le ecrt 1o these lslanis with thelr rec:i-c.

et vy Lot e s 1:echnica'; assistanc~. The experience of lz:ci
L eronitt Ly v 0% Bode! Yow TTar. ‘1‘; r.uﬁd&i the IST 'fl.,.“:
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Soh "y ooty ws o request that srn ?.‘I a-ain be assigned for trarce
roriation and b.mﬁ berinnin~ 8a e tine betwecn the middle of Februery
& i tn> first of (orch, 1525, ar. remuirin- sbout one moaoth overall fcr
ccirletion of wissicn, /n .1 rroved to rave mpy acvantares over otrer
croft, nci tre lesgt of whicl was its aiility to accert and secure the
clatcn 28dells . v lrocs ¢f the while hoy coumter con its tank decx,
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An LST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole bedy counter and the x--ay equipment,

The shielded steelroom presently (s stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on 5Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetck approximately 21 dayve .ater and off-load the
steelroom,

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any cther designated pcint in this Llsland system and simi-
larly could disembark. At least two techniclans, however, should assist
in the on-loading «of the steelroow and 1ts associated delicate electronics
and accompany this egquipment while it {s :n board.

Assletance from the U. §, Navy {n the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of {mmeasurable value, Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST togetter with the followiny inc lental items is respectfully
requested.

1. Participaticn {r the operation by certain na.al personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five s:c2 raval personnel should accompany
the team, but a:c vet these men are unlesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Sched:le A dependent on duties and
commi tments as «f that time., Your geiseral approval of such detached
duties {s recpoctisily requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2. Tramsportation ta 'MATS for all other perscanel (Schedule 1) cf
the tcam anc¢ cargo from Hawail t» K ajalela or other designned
point cof emi:arkation and return. In addition to the five i(c-iers
of the team listed in paragrarh | abo.e there are conterplated
sonie five sclentists and six technician« from the Brockhaven
National Laberatory, and one scientict each from the Naticnal

Institutes of Health, the valter iee. " e.ical Center, and the
Armed Forces Special Weapons Projec:. Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the Universit. ~f Jasninjton complete
the teaz. The total weight vor a.l e . . equlpmgat and pear Is
estimated a+ { - " and the Lroe 0 0L ¢ te feet.

3. Transportat:on anc oserthing ot the a.nve ceilical and ecclegical

investigator: or the trip to and from Xor elap and Juring the
period of tie exasinatior  an’ Lleor

L, Assignment - a4 T la 2opreoocote oo 10 *TR transportation
required.



<n
<ol

Adriral Arleigh A, Burks S Jo y

Se. Air transportation between Xwajalein or cther desigmated exbarimtion
point and Majuro, and return, to transfer three Marshallese (one
medical mractitioner and two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the msdical team to Majuro for the purpose of exaxining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Autherization to all Ravel Commands enrcute to provide assistence
and surrort to this tean of scientists as needed,

7. Authorizstion of the Commander of the LST to on-load the steelrcom
&nd other stored material at Fniwetok and subsequently return thea
if that island i8s not designated as the yrincipal station of the
vesssl,

Yaur cooperation in bringing about this blomedical mdssion will be
deerly aprreciated. Foreover, in addition to satisfying the Government's
reeponsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be assisting
in studies which hove proven to be of valus to the Department of the
Navy and to the A:Z in alvancing our understending of the nature of
radiation injury axi the delayed effects of radiation,

3incerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC
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Tentetive 1listin; of personncl. Additionel pe-..mmel are beins contacted.
Those listel below heve recelved informal eppi-iv-l of their respective
Cocmandin: C7flcers cr Directorn

Ul SI

Revel Medical Resgearch Inetitute, thesda, Meryland
Lt.Car. I.V. Kir- (MSC) USN, Nevel Linisan Officer (not to eccoumpany team)
Lt. Ecrl J. Fotk (MC) USER, Cur_eon
Vro Meynerd Vicher, Flectrician [ iec g

Tiovel M2dicel Fetenron Unilt, Calre, Eoph
"111dam G. "o e, 10T, UM, Serv. K Technicien

lirval Adr Steticn, Jewkyonville, Florida
Ve Jeffersor B~ uy, IMI, USR. Serv. No. Technicien

Nevel hadlolozical Tefense Leboratory, Sen Francieco, Gzlifornie
Mr. Byren Hechier, Steti{stician
Mro Villie= Miay, Puctogrepher

1hth Nevel Dletr' * Preventive Medicine U-%i", Perrl ferbor, 7.H.
t. Jemes T s an {MZ) USKR, Liatsor O {-er for COMAAWSEAFRCH
(26 +o o-ccopeny teem)

inlter Peed Med 1 enter
Colonel [ ac.ir l.owrey, MC, UL, Cpotrels 10718t
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SCHEDULE "A" Contd

Marshell Islands, Mojuro
One medical prectiticner
Two interpreters

University of Washington, Sesttle, washin-tom
Dr. Edwerd E. Held, leborstory of FRadiation Bicloy
Dr. Allyn 1. Gulucour, Laborrtory of Fedicti.a Bioclosy
Approxdwstaly Tour 1o 8ix rllitiore’ e-ientists ezd/or tecanicians
from this l+bouratory
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