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THE SENATE OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill passed
Second and Final Reading in the Senate of the Congress
of Micronesia, Fifth Congress , First RemularSeRgesiton,
1973, on the day of
1973, by a majority vote of all the members to SAE the
Senate is entitled.
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JHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

™~ CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA .

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill passed
Second and Final Reading in the House of Representatives

, Fifth Congress, First
Regular Session, 1973, on the 24th day of

February » 1973, by a majority vote
ofall the members to which the House is entitled.
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FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1973,

 

 

"AN ACT m

- Jo provides for certain care and benefits to ths people of Roncelap . ?
snd Utirik Atolls exposed to the Maren 1, 1954, H-Borh fallout; to
provide for care and benefits to certain other people from Rongel ap

we end(“Utirik, and for other Purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA:

Section 1, Short title. This act is known amd may be cited

25 the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act.
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2

3. Section 2. Statenent of intent. Asa result of the March i,

4 1954, "Bravo" shot of the Cestle Test Series conducted by Joint
eee Pe ea

.Tesk Poree Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapese, 157 Utirikese,

 

$

‘6 28 Japanesefishermen, and 28 American servicemen wore exposed

7. oe fee. - to tadidactive fallout whi ci contaminated their places of
ed rane aacys “oe og ath tas

em a Lae y a ae rr av mae:pee!“s

hebitation, It is thus the sense of the Congress. of Hicroenesia

 

8

eg that the oxposod ‘Rongelanese and Utirikese represent miqua

7 10 - grows of poople in the Trust Territory because of their experience. me

“UW Ie ig the further sense of the Congress that becauso of the special a amd unique effects of radiation which, in the case of the Rongelepese, 7

wv: oata 13. have been manifested In cases of thyroid nodules, thyrold cancer, one “S

: : oy possible case of leukemias, ad other offacts -- that these people me

as should be accorded spscial cere and treatnont by the Trust

16 Territory Goverarent in order to preserve and protectthelr heelth.

ae Finally, it ts also the sense of the Congress, that exasination

18 of these exposed people requires the exaninatim of nonexposed

19 persons; that ths health of these nonexposad persoas must bo © ‘

20 =maintained at the sama level as those exposed; and that these

21 slonexposed persons as provided for.in this aet shouldalso be

, 22 entitled to the sare care and benofits as oxosed persons.
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~ - Section 3. Definitions. In this act, wmless the context

otherwise requires, the ‘following definitions shall apply?

qa). "Exposed person" peans sny Micronesian citizen

who was on Rongelnp ‘Atoll, Ailinginas Atoll, or Utirlk Atoll on - APES

March 1, 1954, or who wes born within ten months after that date, i

- (2) “Doscendents of exposed persons” means children

whose mother or father 9was an exposed person,

(3} “Control” means those persons now living in the
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Marshall Islands District who were not exposed to fallout from

s
t

o
o the March 1, 1954, test, but who agree a¢ hereinafter provided ~

w
w

_ in this act, to be examined and tested in like manner as exposed

~
:

wy

re . _— mS 1s. Section 4, benefits. The care and benefits provided by oo

Le -.14 the Trust Torritoiy for the exposed persons, descendants of

: exposed porsons, sad control persons shall be:

QL) Trmsportation from their place of residence tc

the hospital on Najuro, or Ebeye when that fact lity is completed,

and return to their placa of residence,: ‘Treasportation for one '

" {mmediate rember of the fantly of the person will also be provided 8*

et ho expense, a ge
a

(2) Per dle at stendard Trust Territory rates wilt be  
; 22 provided to the person requesting oxamination and also to ths one a

_ 23 person allowed to sccormpany hiu. The office of the Diseries Director ~

oe 24. of Health Services shall be responsible for assisting such persons

45 in securing their proper per dicn,
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(3) Housing at no cast to such persons shall be . 7

provided by the Marshall Ts lands District Government when such

persons are in Majuro or Ebeyo for examination or treatment;

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this Section shall not be construed ov

‘to require such persons to live in govarnnent housing should _

thoy choose to make their ownn housing arranperents, : af we

(4) Free medical cere including nedicatin, treatment, Bs

and hospitalization shall be accorded to such persons,
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Section $. Record of expenses. The District Director of ,
a + oe

 

os ‘10 «Health Services and the District Director of Finance shall be

. 1} responsible for ralntaining records of all expenses incurred ae

Pde32. “under the provisions of this act ond the District Director of

or SOAS - Hoalth Services shall provide a quarterly report ofthe expenses ae 14 - to the Offics of tho Wigh Commissioner, the Offices of the Legislative

: as Counsel of the Congress of Micronesia, and to the Director of the

a" Department of Health Sorvices of the Trust Territory. The amnual .

| expenses incurred under the provisions of this act shail be defrayed

"+ 48 as provided for in Section.10 of this act. -

weae Section 6, Procedures. The persons nenticned in Section 3

.
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e
d w
e

ey 20 of this act shall initiate their request for transportation to a

<

” _

hospital facility with tho health aide or other representative of

Pies ee the Trust Territory Departnent of Health Services. If a field

oe 23s trip vessel is at the island, the health aids, if he belioves the

ae2 request 1s valid, shall so adviso the doctor aboard or tho master

25 of the ship in Mkeu of a doctor. If the health elde is not on the

*4
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aaaie 1 Asiand, the person should ask the nagistrate, council merber, a

: 2 school teacher or other recognized commmity leader to act * : F

- $3 in his behalf. This Section shall not be construed to allow ° OSS

: ° 4 “persons the eforeseid benefits if the al Iment or complaint oe =

: “f o | 5 could have been treated at the porson's placa of Tesidence,

- - 6 by the health personnes] avallabie, It should further not be .

2 4 - 7 construed to require the rerouting of ships or plancs for- ‘

x | & ninor ailmonts or complaints which con be treated on the -

Q : _ 9 istand; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that an exposed, descendant of :

: 39 am exposed, or a control person who hasa serious and acute

a ot complaint, lliness, or accident shall be transported in a like

ee nonner as any other emergency patient. 7 ao. - ;

2 aoe . . 4S Section 7, Handboot. The Departrent of Health Sorvicos, re

“11 Md. the District office of Health Services end the Speclat Joint =

ies * AS Committee Concerning Rongelap and Utirik Atolls, in conjunction of

eet *-16 with the Brookhaven National Laboratory, ‘shall cause te be he

 

Sere “4M created and reproduced a handbook to be given to exposed, <

 

-18 descendants of exposed, and control persons, Said handbook

A eto 19 =shall contain, but not be limited to, the following information:

a 7 "20 Exposed or nonexposed status, date of birth, sex, name and Brookhaven oo

4 an "ational Laboratory case pusber of the person, Space shall also be so

22 provided for a record of medical examinations and findings in the - :

..;, 23 Marshallese language. ee ce 7 “

: oe 34 7 Section 8. Elicibility. Exposed persons and descendants of a .

| : 25 expossd persons ere automatically eligibls for the benefits provided

8 a oe hone. fon eae .

.
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I wmder this act, Control persons shall becoms eligible only upean

2 signing a written egresient in both Marshallese end English .

S which provides that said person will become eligible for the 2 on

4 aforerentioned benefits only if he or she egress to act as a i “LTA

_ : 5 control parson. The District Director of Haalth Services shalt

Lh’6 be responsible for drafting said agreement in conjimetion with

‘. _ 7 the Director ofthe Department of Health Services and Brookheven

. . & Nationel Laboratory. Ail persons who are transported to Hajuro

o or. Ebeye for exaninationwmder the provisions of this act. shall

‘ . 10 sign 3 statexent prior to leaving their home island, agreeing to

2 submit to a comlete medical examination, which shall include, .but

‘12 | not be limited to a blood test. ae ae oe ae vite: :

OTE ag* |" Section 9. Enforcemeat. The Directorofthe Marshall Istands 
14 District Health Services shall be nominally responsibie for carrying «

“ 1S out” and enforcing the provisions ef this act, but ray, at his:~

 

LS“16 - discretion, confer with other district officials, the Department of ~~ ‘s

47 Health Services and the Special Joint Committee or the presiding

 

ee 18 officers of tho Congress of Micronesia, The Metrict Director

Bs 19 shell insure that those eligible receive the full benefits provided

7 20. under this act and shall insuro that those porsons visiting the . ae

- “21 ‘district center hospital, or other gedical fecility, ate returned

 

. 22 to their hone istand es soonas is appropriate to their condition, ;

“23° within the constraints of noras] ship schedules. The District

24 Director shall also include in his quarterly report any and° all .

2s flegrent or continuous ebuses or violations of ths intent of this act.
7
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Continued abuse of tho privileges and bonefits of this act nay -

result in texporary or pornanent susponsion of the offender :

from eligibility. A petition to suspend eligibility willbe  ‘~ a
oe . : . . “y

presented by the District Director of Health Services to the . ee
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Marshall Islands delegation of the Congress of Micronesia, . *.

. | Decisions of the HNarshall Islands delegation shall bo final, 7 He,

: _. Section 10, The Offico of the High Cc=missioner is directed * =

. to seck a executive agreement with the Atonte Energy Commission . Lo 2

. . 7 whereby the expenses incurred tmder the provisions of this act ~

| “10 will be defrayed either directly or on a reinbursable basis by

. 11s the Atomic Energy Commission and report his findings to thea

: 12 Cohgross of Micronesia no later than thirty ars aftor the 7

oe 13: ‘effective date of this act. , . . - - a _ L - . | Ts

“ z Ps , 14 _ Section 11, Effective date. ‘This act shall teke offect upon -

> 15 the approval by the High.Commilssioner, or upca its. becoming lees

16 without such gpproval, : | /
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