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Dear Bod,

Tore is hopefully in Homolulu by now, and we are looking forward to
pseeing hinm tomorrow. Thank you for all your hslp in arranging his
trip.

We are still sitting on our luggage waiting £ er the Militobi to take us" .
to Rongelap. Far a whils we were conssrned that we should not be back to i
receive Tore, and we made arrangements for hia support and welfare. Then i
we wore worried we vould have to lsave just as bs arrived or shortly befores
Thanks to the marvels of marshallese shipping we shall prodbably have Sy
both Christmas and New Years together. P

I wvas so disgusted vhen ve arrived from our last trip I decided to eocl off
before I vrote you. Then ve got dysenteria; prodably accquired om board

and ve shrivelded up like peeled eranges. I thought we should have t6

be admitted for parentersl fluids but fortunately the tetrsoycline took
effect wvhen the outlook was at its grimmest. last veelkend we fimially
recoversd, Jon Schaefer took ms out for a diver's shech~out and he found &
golden covrie. Sometimes charity is justly rewarded.

You may jump the mext paragraphs. I am not filing complaints, and you know {
i
:
i

"
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already about this wretched system., But I have sed Liv to have one.
of our trips on record vhile it is fresh in the memory, Although ths dstails
differ it may serve as a prototype. (] ’
Y] ,'b ‘ ‘ e
The ship arrived R/433; but it vas Friday, Kitco bhad not arranged for
money, so although we loadsd Staurday as ed, ve were sitting on -
board till Mondgy waiting for a bank to opfn before we sailed, Well, Liv
and I vent home of courss when we finally/learned abiput the delay. Other
passengers were not quite that lucky. 38423 at 3 pu pe sifled, In the mean-
time ocur schedile vas changed. The agreement was tha®s they should ship me
to Rongelap on the homeward trip fram Utirik, but Mijlitobi is not abls to
stay avay from home base that long (see below), so tlhe captain told me he
would return to Kwajalein and then go to Rongelap. Cqnsequently ve left
our equipment for Rongelap behind; I saw no point inm lbaving it tossed around
for 10 days emid copra bags and bugs. E y
, wers
The captain and ohief steward were nice peoplej we got the cabin we prouised
The ship is straight out of &y dock, and was peinted(, \But the cebins were
stripped of fixtures, except for the oeiling light, vires were jutting
out of the wall where reading lights and fan should |awt been. I brought
a fan of ours and mounted on the wall. Ths engines wiire bad news. They run
5 0 W??DMR spesd ahead, At full speed they overheai:, ahd also at low lP!_'d
. J
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80 he has to hit it right the first time when he docks, and not fool around too
much in the neighborhood of coral heads,

The other fascilities were as before, axcept that the cockroaches have to grow a
1ittle more to reach their previcus eminencs ( It is a sight I shall never

forget when the Rongelap kids were chasing our roeches with stiocks when we af
unpecked.) The showers were lsaking everyvhere but for the shovsrheads proper.
Therefor water could be turned on only for an hour in the evening, or they would
lose their supplies in a few days. Even s0, 10 days was the estimated maximm they
could stay away without running dry. The johns vere jamwed: instead of éraining
they regurgitated wvhen we flushed, and you had to enter in rubber boots.
Fortunately the tresholda are high and the sea was calm, s0 we had none of it
slushing sround in ths scorrider, as I have seen it bhappen.

One thing had improved. They vere restricting the mwmber of passengers to

120, When you add the crew the ratio of people to life preservers is nov

2311 instead of the prvious norm of 311, Also there are 6 life raftas each with a
maximum capacity of 25, so if they all get out there {s half a chance of some
relief from the sharks. :

Back to the schedule. Wotje was first stop and uneventful, I saw here.
(#2171) She was examined in 1972, so I juat spcke to her. She vas in good shape
and had no complaints. We were in Wotje atoll from Ex stda,)‘ t111 Friday night.
On one of the islets ve visited and live (# 21075 2106)

I examined them. wvas in excellent shape, bad no oomplaints

but I found a borderlins hypertension, and the right lobe f her thyroid was
slightly enlarged. Ezra was alpo on ths trip and helped mr,, Ee found a thyroid
nodule in one of his patients (1-2 om diam. in lower lefty, lobe) It felt just
like . neck before her operation - this was in s woman not on our lists.

Saturdsy (their Sunday) at 3 pm wo arrived at Afluk. There weg a team there trying
to blast a channel ashore (Afluk has a beach mo shallow they can load copra

only at high tide) but with moderate success. They mnde a lot of big holes in a row
and killed not a few fish, Fow they have to train thair bosts to 1ike a salmon.

I saw (# 2140). She had some complaints. Most remarksble vas tumors

in the tendons of right leg. They were bhard like bone, Hexr BP was 150,/

and she was bleeding from the gums. She had the worst cese of periodomtal disease
and I recammendsd she go to Majuro or Ebeye for oxtract,éion and fitting of dentures
which she did. / N

o Ailuk the tradsr ran out of sugar and rice, and he«d no gpore copra bags

(Wotje had 7 months production of copra to deliver) nsequently trading all but
stopped, but they still had their passengers to dsliver, %0 the trip must go: om.
After having dragged their feet day after day on Wotje it was now decided to

make o fast finish. Some of the passengers had been on bpard this ship for nearly

J wesks since they left Majuro. Counsegquently we had jusl a few hours on Wtirik
We arrived at dusk on Monday aight, end left for the yass at midday on Tuesday. N
There we bad to wait t111 9 pm for a proper timing of ‘the arrival at Mejit.
We had good fishing there. Exra, ancther passenger and I took 2 large barrecu
some rainbow runners and 6 yollowfin tunas., It was the one bright spot on ths trip.

) went on the ship and 1s now at Utirik. Sbe &s in good shape, byt the hap -
she had to stay in vas leaking sverywhere and she was rather depressed when she
sav it. I may be wrong, but I hnvo‘,tho notion that she 1p siter of ocur landlord.

L 4 ~ t
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v father is ths nevw reverend. He was on the ship with wife and daughte
a 1s on Ujae, Rev., from Rongelap was also on board, He will

be on Wotje for some ysars, They ship them ermound. Maybs they use their sermons

over again atthe new place.

I viasited « She vas in good shape, but had not nursed the beby. She was

fed jackaroo and rice vater. We had some camned milk, and I gave her baby vitamins,
The kid vas normal and developing normally as far as I could see. She was palse,
but I had given my pediatric )'0804 avay at Alluk, and of course there there

vas no suck thing 4in the dispensary. What they dont have would make up an
excellent first aid kit, wvas well supplied with synthroid and

claimed she was taking it religiously.

Our houses were allright. Ian lives in onse of them. They had trought in lumber
for a new schocl hause, so Andy now has suppliss without stripping more of our walls

Wednesday morning ve got out early to greet Mejit, only to learn that the

ship had been ordersd on a medical evacuation to (you guessed it) Rongelap.

Now we had a double race with time -~ thought the patient was in extremis -

it vas ons of granddaughters who had dysshteria, but also ve had to

make it to Kwajalein with ber early Thursday morning before they closed the area
for a mission. It vas a calm day. Ezra and I took the doston whaler ashore

g from way out, and wet the ship again at the passage. I bought the last four

': bags of §lce on board ( they had been destined for Mejit) and took along for

{ shore, (n the way in we met the commmunity boat with v ot al, They had been to
&' Bikini shopping and knew nothing about the whole excitement.

It vas baby. She had not besen mursed, had weaned her in the puerperium
"and taken the first boat to Ebeye. 0ld mother was in charge and the kid
was starved more than sick, although she had watery stools. Liv and I fed her 1100
nl of milk Auring the next 12 hours, That place of is a sight! If I had
to come back to that sach night I wouldn't feel like working either, I crawled
under that hut and 1007 kids in all ages were orawling with me and there

and . wers aitting and nursing their babies (If only they could have spread
it around and let kid share we could have been spared the trip), and

the grandgrandmother was sitting there with unseing eyes and famning the babdy.

It vas a sight of udder profusion. We grabbed the kid and some butterfly

needles and transfusion unite from the dispensary and headed back for the ship.

As it happened x we didn't have to give the transfusions. It 1s my shortest visit
to Rongelap so far.

At Kwajalein it was docided the ship had to go back to Majuro and pick up

copra bags. Then it would repeet the interrupted field trip defore going

vest and to Rongelap. I heard on the radio that they reached Msjit todey.

It means that those passengers have been on that deck for 6 mXXE wesks., And here
I am sitting in an airconditioned room and complaining.

i As I have said befare, it is not that Y cannot take it for a while, but I
| cannot base a lifetime program on wasting nine days cut of ten.

‘ If you bave an attentive ear somewhere in the Interior Dept. hammer it home to
b him that these field trip operations are a travesty of’ service, and so

= devold of safety considerations it is outright oriminal, When dlsaster strikes
United States will be blamed for it. I know the spiel esbout not intefering in
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the internal affairs of Micronesia; but in this case I would rather be damned for
Going something about it than for not doing it. I don't know the conditions in Fiji
but they can't possidbly ba worse and you see what happened there,

But for all the frustrations it could have been a nice trip. The weather wvas
unusually ocalm for the season, and we had good company. Reva, . and .

were on boerd, as were and mother had died and
he went to Wotje to visit the grave. Also we became acquainted with the weatherman
from Mejuro who did maintsnance on the stations at Wotje and Utirik. '

I have one more piece out of Joseph Conrad before I turn to business. After all
this is a ochristmas letter, and I have to tell about the silver linings. Monday
ve had a call from ~ . 8 people from Rongelap had showed up in their
skball boat to & christmas shopping., As they they dié the last time, Global
people leansd over backwards to help them. They flew them down from Rof,

even changed their plene schedils a little to allow for loading of all their
goodsa, Also, _ was extremely helpful. They wanted so much (e.g 150 breads)
that I could not go out and buy it all and pretend it was for me, So

called arcund and twisted arms and srranged for all they asked for. 8till I
think it was nice of . They could have told them to go shopping on Ebeye.

I got them a new chart, They muet have had a thousand pounds on board. On their
way back they ran out of fuel, The sea is very rough (the trads winds are steady
at about 20 knots) and they had soms engine trouble, Thank God they brought a
walkie talkie (this is the first time they have done that) and Foeye pioked up
their message, and Yap Islander was shipped off to refuel them. They expect tb
make contact in the morning, :

NU:T\...: MW'M deocd howee

I have talked to Jim Pualua. You can have his ICU but you mmst vrite Ristad about
it, I think it will be cheaper than Militobi, and if not better, at least cleaner.
If you charter Militobi, please set an upper limit on the mmaber of passengers they
wmay book. 150 wen, women and children using the same ologgodi toilet makes it
rather unpleasnt in the cabin section. Considering that they carry 70 life vests
Yyou ocould probadbly agree to take some 20 people in addition'to the team and

the crew. Of course, an the LCU you won't have that problems On the other bhand
there are many people on Ebeye who count on going morth with us. For them it will
be a disappointment if we go on our own on the ICU.

KMR would rather not charter us their ICU, The schedule 1is "f.ight and the fuel
allocation tighter, But if we get desperate they will do tleir best. 8o it was
not a flat no,

They promised me at the TT office to let me know if a plane mhould go to Bikini.
Two days later, they sent one to evaciizte a patient. No'wprd: to me. I could even
have bsen of some help. Of course ‘Rongelap people were hire, ec it would have
been awkward, but they 4id not eveh tell me, Tus to the fue:| squesze it takes
an energency for them to send a up there now.

The squseze is noticeable. They have reduced the water t.axi‘u'5 to Ebeye, I send the
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new schedule for your {nformation. We shall find a ériver so we ocan use our

boston whaler., But if you plan to d&raw any fuel here on Xwaj. it would be considsrate
to make the arrangement in advance. What little I need they let me have, but in
March we may be closer to the bottom of the jug. TT has a 1little more leverage

than the Army, so I am considering buying my gasoline on Fbeye. The Kerosens
for Rongelap we did buy there.

I have made arr ga\gth Kwaj. hosp. to do my blood sugars. But after the
September survey the; ed as 1f they were going to move the trailers eash day,
and 1 wvas needsd at the hospital so I worked there instead and figured on doing
the blood sugars from the trailer when we had moved them, Hell,nobody here
ridses on the day they talk about s-ddling the horse. I shall get it dome in
January when I have peace of mind about Rongelap., Jouni is on Ebeye still,

By word of mouth I have heard that the operation specimen was clean, so vhat

the Pap smears were about I know not. The aopne they took in Majuro came back
with an unequivocal diagndsis of carcinoma. I wonder if somebody on Hawali is

walking around with a spurious clean bill of health? » want to Majuro hospital
alaso
I think I have all the drugs I need for the survey., We must btring his

suppliea. I have brought dressing materisl and sneakers for him each time,
I think he is better, but even if be is not, he is emotionally a different
person just because we bother,

I shall reroad all of your letters and make sure that I follow up on your
requests. I read the the one with the good news that Johm Bateman was comeing and
the one with the bad news that he was not coming on the same day , -

Thanks for all your letters, Bob. They help ms keep the faith vhen the spirit 1is
weak and the flssh is unvilling.

Morry Christmas to you and your family.

A1l the best from

Vs

Liv an AQ
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