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TJuly 26, 1976 o
, (Spuzied

The Honorable Tosiwo Wakeayama
President of the Senate o .

.Congress of Micronesia

Kolonia, Tonape
Fastern Coroline Islands 96941

and .

The lonorublo Bethwel Henry

Speuker of the louse of Representatives
Congress of Micronesio

Kolonia, Ponape

Eastern Caroline Islands 9691

Gentlemen:

The purpose of this letter is to inform the members of
the Congress of Micronesia regarding recent developments
on the work of the Spscinl Joint Committee-Concerning
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls. ‘

- The attached document swamarizes the background and

current status of legislation drafted to provide ndditionol
compensation for the affected Mershnllceose. What is '
presented is an excerpt from U.S5. Ambassador Sherer's
remoerks addressed to the h3rd Sesulon of the United

Hetiona Trusteceship Council,

While ve are somewhat concerned that 1t hus taken
over onc yeor for the leglislation to be drawn up,
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The feavaorashi Le Toniwo dadonynmn,
The Honorable Bathwel Henry
July 2(), 1976

Tage 2

approved, and transmltted to OAB we have cvery

confidence that time wlll permit cuthorizetion hearings

to be held prior to the end of the 9hth U.S. Congress.

P

Sincelely yours,'éjﬁ__#_ﬁ__

A

eprespﬂmatlve Atajl Balos
Acting! “ﬂlvman

’iﬁ o-\/}! —
/éf(f;:zwr/wg

Rcﬂl sentative Vohn;nagleigam

" Member » /
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(¥, Sherer, United States)

In August 1064 the United States Congress eppropricted the sum of

$950,000 which, eft or le egol. expenges, was paid to the affected inhebitontsz

of Rongelep Atoldl, Bech of the 2 exposed individuals or his heirvs reczived
approximately $10,000 as b lump sum. The 157 people of Utirik, who had
received & lesser degree of exposurc, vere not compengsated.

Since the 196k payment, thvv01d gbnormaiities have bzen appearing in the

exppsed Rongelepese and 25 operation: for thyroid removel heve taken place,

Ileukemin also appearad in a 19-year-old boy who had been exposed as & one~year-o0ld
infaht, This yowng man died in 19T7h in the Wationel Cancer Institute,
Clinicel Center, Dethesda, quylund while being trested for neute myelongenous

“ievkemin. Twenty-nine of the originel exposed Rongelap population of 8L have

‘&evelépéd'thyroid abnormalities.
‘ hdditionally, in the past two years six cases of thyroid gbnoyisalitics
jxave'npﬁdaréd in the Utirik exposed group. _ _

.. In"1972 the Congress of Micronesia created e Special Joint Committee Conceining
‘Rongclnp ond Ubivik Atoll. 1In Moy 1975 the Choairman of the Special Joint Copmittee
and onc of the Cowmittce rerbers web in Vas hlrgion. D.C,, with United States
Scnators and Conpgressmen about a request for additional compensotion %o the

exposed wersong or their survivors. This included an "incenvenicnce payment”

$1,000 each to 157 people of Utirik or their survivors, payments to
the rother end father of the Marshollese boy who died of acute leukemia in 197k
and payment of $25,000 cach ner person per thyr01d operatlon, past ond future.

A proposed bill for additional compensation was prepared by the

Depertiment of the Interior und.has4been submi bted to the Office of Monapement

aud Budget {for clearance and transmittal to the United States Congress.
Preliminary conferences with Congressional wembexn on the port of

Interior officials end Congress of Micronesioc mewbers have indicated that
the eppropricte United States Congress Comwittees will giva o sympathetic
heoaring to this proposal, ! '
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