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Three U, S. Govemsent agencios in ar have been engaged in
considering the future disposition of Eniwetok Atoll. These ars IOD
(AS/ISA ind I¥lA), Department of the Interior, and AEC. The interests
of each are understood to be as follows: ,

1. INA and ARSL have been plasning the conduct of a series of high
-gx;.los‘iva Pacific Area Cratering Experirents (PACE) on Rnit
sland,

' 2. Asbassador Franklin Haydn Willisms (Departzent of the Interior)

in April 1972 amounced an intention of the U. S. Goverament to
return the Atoll to the Trust Territory (of the Pacific Islauds)
by the end of 1973. .

3. AEC will provide radiological cleanwp support.

4. .5.1/1&3 ant:h':ipat.s DOD will conduct cleanup and plans an
interagency meeting August 21, 13972, to disass details,
(See attached AS-J/ISA nemrmda.n.) )

Saveral dewlopmts are taking plaoe at the staff level to join the
efforts of the respective sgencies. Interagency staff reetings have
been held betwesn AEC (Division of Operatiomal Safety) and DA wherein
technical data on contamination has been discussed and reviewed, A
LA spensered, jointly manned health physics surveillancs team is
scheduled to visit Eniwetok for a week begimning July 26 to investigaze
the feasibility for resuming work on the PACE experiments., An additicnal
t2a to develop data relating to cost and tire estirates is plazmed by
A for a weck's stay be_,immg Auust 9; however, this does not apvear
to ba particularly well conceived and ﬁrobably will pot provide the
cesired information.
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It is understood that Chalrmsn Sdmsinprmunhmr '
Dr. Kissinger on June 16 swmsrizing details up to that date. I
wnderstand that this letter resulted in a request to Interior to
"slou dom™ its talk about the immediste retum of the Marshalless
1o the Atoll., W¥ithin AEC, Mr. John Rysn of the General Manager's

- office is oversesing staff efforts st the moment with the principal

vwork being performed by the Division of Operational Safnty.
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A has found it necessayy to roview its .PACI: planning as a result
of a quarantine which was icposed on Runit Island on Msy 24, 1972,

- Tue present quarantine yesultsd fros a survey whicn confirmed the

existencs of a significant level of radiocactive contamination on the
is51and, TlLis PACE surveillance team, now scheduled to depart for
}Q";.;xit July 26, will provide the information by which INA will decids
wazther to:

1. proceed with plans to use kumit Island,
2. abandon the island for another site, or

3. condict the experizent on Runlt using ad&itiuna.l precautions.

This surveillsnce tear will be oospriscd of eight woubers: Alr Force
Weapons Laboratory ~- 2, DNA -~ 3, AEC -- 2, and EPA(RERL) -~ 1. '

Preliodnary cost and time estimates will also be devel wmder the

aegis of itA, AEC has offered its data and other cal assistance

in devel mg these estimates, There is a difference of vicws between

Hr. Rogar Ray (NV) and dr. Earl Eagles (INA) over staffing, scheduling,

and legistic support of the cost and tine esti=ate study, Hr. Ray believes

trie ACC boat will provide inadequate transportation, that the survey ,
saould commence on August 2 vics August 9, and that Holzes § Narver - . -
enzinecers should be included, I cancur with Mr. Rey. I would also like

0 note that A has, to my anowladge, made no attempt to d=fine options,
asswetions, or cntsna to dotarxine costs and times. Hr, Ryan has

wied .,‘r. biles to call rr. Eaglas to see what can be dons to accosodate

Ix. Ray's wishes, bota as to scope and timing of the study, The subject

of lo;istic support romains open.
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Potential Problems

Ass;ningthatthobapn-tnmtofthe Interior chooses to reaffirma the .
April 1972 statewent of Anbassador Willisms (about return of the
Atoll by the end of 1973), a conflict in scheduling betwoen Interior
end 0D could well develop. A protracted PACE progrsm would -
undouwtedly interfore with Interior's schedulo for retum of the
Awll. Even a limited PACE prograa will probably have scoe effect

cn Interior's schedule. No tize gppears to be left for cleanmuop.

We tay also be hard pressed to odtain data to support well considered
cecisions regnruing releuse of t’w Atoll,
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