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SUBJECT: OU. S$. AIR FORCE MISSILE FIRINCS WIG THE LNLTVETOK

BEST COPYAVAILABLE
Reference is sade to Chairman MeCone'’s recent questions relative
te the use of Eniwetok Proving Grount fos certain eiasile tests.

On Harch 30, 1960, at a Commiasion meeting, approval, vith certain
stizulations, was granted for the use of Enivwetek Proving Cround
ae @ target area for a proposed Strategic Afr Command exercise.
This exercise, identifisi as “Hetpeine’, was planmed as a series
of Atlas missile firings by the U. 8. Air Ferce designed to chack
eut the complete atasile and warhead functioning (less nuciear
components). in actual flights at the afesile design range of |
3300 to 5500 nautical miles. Originally, 5 tistpeint firings vere
planned, with launchings at Yarmienberg Air Force Base, California,
and Eniwetok Proving Cround as the impact ares.- - ,

To data, there haves been 3 Hotpoint test firings, all since EPC
was released to the Department ef Defense on Jeiy 1, 1960. Atlas

“"""" aE equivalent ef high explosive
were util Eioving are the test reauits:

YW 1, duly 22, 1960 - erratic, destroyed in flight
\ NA September 12, 1960 - about 480 asetical ailes short
\ ann 3. September 29, 1960 ~ about 1000-1200 nescieal ailes short dua to
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Failure to achieve success in the first 3 firings has resulted
in a temporary curtailment of the program while an intensive review
of missile reliability ie being cenducted. It is beliaved chat
additional firings will be made euce it has been determined chat
there iv a reasonable possibility ef ebtaining the desired results.
Personnel of the Office of the Deputy Chief ef Staff for Operations,
Headquarters, Ue $. Air Force, whe furnished this information,.

expressed the opinion thet the Air Ferce will bave a continuing
tequirement for the use of EIniwetok. As sew wissile and warhead
eystens ere developed, it will be necessary to check the functicaing |
amd reliability of the systems wader ectual flight comiitions (no
auciear compongts). Eniwetek Proving Craund sppeares to be the

best available site for the comiuct of tests of this nature.

Alfred 3. Starbisd

Director of Military Application

1A: Chairman
2A: Graham Ene

3A: Wilson (de
GA: Olson

5A: GM
6A: Test Reader

vo 7A: Reader

8A: Locator
9A: DMA Files

LOA: Test Pending
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