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Reforence is made to Chairmen McCone's recemt quastions relative
to the use of Eniwstok Proving Cromni foxr certain sissile tests.
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On itarch 30, 1960, st a Commission mssting, sppsswal, wvith certain « “/

=5 stipulations, uvas granted for the use of Fuiwetek Proving Cround ‘C((L”’.

222 ae & target axea for s proposed Strategic Afr Comssnd exsrcise. .
5| This exarcise, identifiqi as “Hetpeint”, was plammed as a series (c,-:-

of Atlas missils £irings by the U. 8. Air Fezce designed to check

' out the complete missile and wrbead functioniang (less nuclear G '
componeats) in actual fiights at the missils destgn range of VY T

3300 to S500 nautical miles. Oxigimally, 5 Hetpeint firings wvere

plamnad, vith lawnchings at Yandienberg Air Youcs Rass, clntomh.

snd Eani{watohk Proving Crounxd as the ispact szas. - -
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i To data, thers heve beem 3 Hotpaint test firimge, all since EPC
Q ' was relsased to the Department eof Defemse en July 1, 1560. Atlas
N \ })‘j" atssiles with U-49 ygrheads without muclear esmpouents but ’DQE
’ /}: conta DELETED . . THT squivalent of high sxplosive
were util Jiiowing ate the test remsits:

1. July 22, 1960 - exratic, destroyed in fligie

2. September 12, 1960 - about 480 aastical miles short )

3. Saptember 29, 1960 - about 1000-1300 nsutiesl milas short dua to
failure of tha booster to separate
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Failure to achieve success in the first 3 firings has resulted

fn a temporary cuxtailment of the preogram whils an inteasive review
of missile relisbility 1s Deing cendmsted. It is dalisved that
additionsl firings will be nade ouse it has besn detammined that
there is a reasonable possidility of ebtaintng the desired results.
Persommsl of ths 0ffice of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Opsrations,
R-dqmt.ti. Ue. 8. Alr 70‘!6.. who furnished this i{information,.
expressed the opinion that the Afr Fercs will bave a continuing
tequirement for tha uss of Iniwetok. As new nissile and warhsad
systaas axe developed, it will bde necsssary to check the fumctioaing
and reliability of the systems wadexr actual flight comiitions (no
auclear componsnts). Eniwetok Proving Cround sppears to be the
best available sits for ths cowiuct of tests of this nmaturae.

Alfred D, Starbizd
Major Ganeral, US4
Director of Military Application
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