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By (.yle Nalson
a, !‘ L i Slar-BuUeun Vnneer )

T ENEWETAK: ’\i ARSH-\LL IS
LANDS .~ Slithering. throuzh shal.
low waters over a dirty yellow caral,
thé moray ecl.tried to hide under 3

" fock. Then it escaped our interest,

slitheding back into the turquoise
blue waters of the bomb crater,

The ecl looked healthy.
© But-19 vears ago a fireball wity a
sun-like- intensity blew the hole in
the reef that now is the peaceiul
home of the frightened eel..

. The: moray L\ves to be 100, they
‘say. . .
N But lhc people 1ssue is, how

healthy is Enewetak Atoll today (or

secple; for 450 Marshallese islanders
remnung home from exile after a
30-year forced. dlsplacement and 43
nuclear tests later"--
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. “THE EEL'RARELY “sees people

bccause the - ‘crater is located on
Runit;, a long, -thin part of Enewetak
whose . soil- was. contaminated by a
shower of plutonium-237 that made it
an-inhospitable land for humans.

* S0 the eel, and the white {erry
ferns in the scaevola brush have had
the :island to  themselves since the
‘Enewetak.Proving Ground shut
down for Keeps in 1958, ending a dec-
.ade-of keeping the Cold War warm,

" The"Energy Research and Devel-
opment: Administration (ERDA), the
new name for the AEC, has conduct-
ed environmental surveys in recent
years, sampling the sonil, the water
table,  the brush, the reef life to
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TRAMQUIL LAGCOCN AGAIN—{slands of 1h¢ c*loll w}wre fhmgs cr
chonging bezk, .
Last week the Army Jave news- BEFORE.GOI?;IC asﬁore at -Rtmll_

men a {irdd trin ) Sneeanra’e wiere
soldiers {ram the Scholia)d 3arracks

have launched o 520 million cleanup

we nlaced a double gauze mask ovo;
our faces, put rubbers over ou
shnes and wore a sensitivity badug
Wwhen the trip ended ‘we were rnonl
tored by instruments. that can detel{

determine how “*hot,”" how changed, cffort exjmcied o take two years:
PR , : s e
how worthless this islet may be. -*  some sayfive.
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mine, as Jokcs(ers suzzested, huw
much we “glownd."* We dién't, -

We had motored down a grassy
path; the brush slappins the sirdes of
our, truck, .On our leét was the lany
arcave of ‘an imme treach dug
out from a con¢rete bleckhouse so
that instruments. ins. its slit open-
ings. built like a pilibox for men,
could” have a clear view down the
trench and into Lhe eye of the w
storm at ground zero.

"hese instrummonts anuld _conve

a graph, then photegraph \-d remota-
ly. sthen rvcm;rcni m a h:rrowm».
Jamcs Bond chas

. usuor (rnm ano(h:r

gn!a’(y ~dashes through a concreis
ough thick’ "dar_:-:d" donrs
to the ‘photo plales.” Then he slaps
theminto a lead satchel, undressed,
dressed in 3 new protective suit that
isawaiting for him. back through the
maze.to the helicopter for the dash
toinearby Parr Parry lIsland inow
called Medren) {or a hath and a hath
for. the ;heticopter, ail {n practiced
minutes and before faliout could
totally log any film, cven in such.an
inhuman dungeon..” . . .

Alithe end .ol this l'cncn w
crater anlcd Cactus . Ity water 10
feel. deep. had (ish. and oa the
bumpy grass hills atave the crater
walls way a fichk] of orance flags on
poles, a mad- golf cousse in
exch flag representas
by. scientists to dete
of :penetration . of rama.mn |r.lo (‘J
soil.

Around’ LaCrossc. cot’c aame £5
second, larger erster. irea s
fons that once held a
mentation equipme
with great violeace, as if a trucc had
backed over a parking :

ARMY CAPT. Charles Day
fense Nuclear Azency 7o
cialist with degrees in
his Geiger counter to an
Iy twisted steel bar that !
under imeael. Tho noo
right, The picce was “h
cohalt-3. This and ather ™
nated” metal will b be
cement

Wne reason the cleanun time ¢
€y are uncrr('\m is that sev
sround rero s i Bumit were used
seversl unies, Day sand that after a
-t tne damage would be bulldored
and another <hot prepared at the
atne place, The wis haste, Both
e US and USSR, bath Iealing
mere bulleled hy an outrazed warle
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“THE PURPOSE OF the cleanusg
ix to reduce the amount of radioac
ity to acceptahin levels th enable
people 1o resume hiving here, ** Day
saitl The exception it Rumit

Royer Ray, 3 2%year veteran of
the AEC and the test senes. is 3n
adviser on the enviconmental as-
pects of the cleanup. He said, "It
makes senve to leave thas, istand

{Rumt alone, and iet nature take its
courye rJHer ™sn try to remove the

fiest hy
Eluzelap,
Oct. 31, 1952
weapon. It was ln) [N
pl:mc af rockrt)

aapeared an
it really a
for either aice

1221 Atanapmnt,
retumed to

¥ went on.

fecence helween
= a shont time.
Sere a Lile-

sialive effects of radia-
worry - *

TO SHAIE A cleanup plan ERDA,

years

e inr veveral with
rereaninty of Aditierean
the: Univeraty of Wasmun

e Lawreace Lo more Labaratory
rd each island an the atoll wath

warr
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.safe as you would be in most U.S.

wim e L AL LAY N
HoT METAL-—-Twu.hd stanl iy checked fer rodiation by o specialist,
Army Copl. Chorles Day. Reperiar Nelion in background kceps his
dutor\(o. —Army Photo by M. 50' Jorry Shf’h"'d

a plan which cauld :cr(i{y each i
for fGture land use.

Even helicaplers were usrd lu
monitar radistion levels at the fest
<ites 1n A m o extensive -L"d
woik. even an Runit, where mten
wearing only shorts, checked subs
face soil.

These findiags, Ray said, showed®
153t af some 40 islets in the atol! that
siretches 21 miles in length, which iz
aver the harizon to the naked eye,
and 17 miles wide, 12 are consicered
rnnradinactive. 10 contain no dedris
fram the tests and 22 are suitable for
hahitation, through some ::.rc not
worth it. |

- Later the monitoring equipment
md lcchmr-uv:s will be used on Biid-

E‘(D\ made a movic in the: \[ur-
shallese language about its work- :It«
Runit to show the returnees why 1%
is1and is o remain o(l‘ limits. .

“IF YOU LIVED on an uland"i'n
the south lagoon you wowd be as .

cities,” said Ray. “"On the northern
istands the -danger factor would in-
crease by three or four for the aver-
aze person over a lon: period, abovc .

what1s acceptable.™ :

Ray. a man with humanitar
qualitics, which may appear at odds
with his AEC background, is popular |
with the returnecs. - .




