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Dear Adeiral Burkes

You will recall that as a result of the March 1 detonation of the CASTLE
test series comincted by JIF-7 in the Facific in 195], the natives of
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio~
active fallout. The Atomic Energy Comission, on behalf of the U. S.
Government, has accepted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Naval
Hedical Research Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory and
the Brookhaven National Laboratory. These exaninations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CICPACFLY
and the Commanding Officer RAVSTAST.AAJ,

The fifth follow-up examinations during February=April, 1958 for the
first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far
the meesurement and identification of the total body burden of contante-
nating radioisotopes. It proved an unqualified muccess in that it provided
direct data on the type amd decree of internal contamination of a musber of
the islmniers, It wes also rseful in establishing that there was residual
redie ctivity present in certain foots end other reterials, Since it is
likely that the current Series of tests has addel to the contamira.ica
level of these islan’s, it is more than ever irzeretive to contin:e these
redical folloveup studies and to extend the surve; to a detailed examins-
tion of tt ecolorical asrects of these islan-:3 special attention must
fc riven tt: th.- Lecelis cotained itecs cf diet.

an order te accor ti + this nisstc. it is pre-<sed that a team of ardicel
“ mccloieui Srccitliucs be ecrt to these islanis with their recuirc.

wribeoert, scoorlies avi technical assistanco. The experience of last
yoi's exraditicn, for which you praciosly provided the LST "Flics
Cust", yaoots us to request that an LST arain be assigned fer trarce
portation ani basin~ berinnine soz tise between the middle of February
ei tho first of arch, 195y, ar. requirin- about one month overall fer
co.rletioi ef idssion. An LOT proved to have many acvantares over otter
craft, mot the least of which was its ability to accert aml secure the
cleten shielurd sicealrooz cf the whole body counter on its tank decx,

RG 181 AGENCY/NRDL   

 

  

2 TO BE UNCLASSIFIER x

Location SAN BRUNO FRC Rox 3

Access No. /$/ G2U-275 ceGg

Folder ¢

19S

, ome
*FOTA SOWA Sunsnca. To
Dob wmA-225 3-10-90

BEST COPY AvaiLaBLE



Admiral Arleigh A. Burke -~2- c o
n

An LST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment.

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on~loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require thet an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the
eteelroom,

Lf operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board

the LST at any other designated point in this island system and simi-

larly could disembark. At least two technicians, however, should assist

in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while it is on board.

Assistance from the U. S. Navy in the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the following incidental items is respectfully

requested,

1, Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service
and civilian. Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
‘the team, but as yet these men are undesignated. At least some of the

five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commitments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached

duties is respectfully requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2, Transportation via MATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf

the team and cargo from Hawaii to Kwajalein or other designated

point of embarkation and return. In addition to the five wenwers

of the team listed in paragraph 1 above there are contemplated

some five sclentists and six technicians from the Brookhaven

National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National

Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed Medical Center, and the

Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. Five to ceven civilian

ecologist-scientists from the University of ashington complete

the team, The total weight of all medical equipment and gear is

estimated at four tons and the volume at 150 cubic feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological

investigators on the trip to and from Rongelap and during the

period of the examination: and collecting.

4. Assignment of a Class 2 priority for all MATS transportation

required,
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5. Air transportation between Kwajalein or other designated exbarkation
point and Mejuro, and return, to transfer three Marshallese (one
medicalpractitioner and two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the medical team to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Authorization to all Ravel Coamanis enroute to provide assistence
and suprort to this team of scientists as needed,

7. Authorigstion of the Commander of the LST to on-load the steelroon
aml other stored material at Eniwetck and subsequently return then
if that island is not designated as the principal station of the
vessal,

Your cooperation in bringing about this biomedical mission will be
deeply appreciated. Moreover, in addition to satisfying the Government's
responsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be assisting
in studies which heve proven to be of value to the Department of the
Navy and to the Aro in aivancing our umlerstanding of the nature of
radiation injury ani the delayed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,

SAN BRUNO FRC

General -anarer
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PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

SCHEDULE "A"

Tentative listin;; of personnel. Additionel personnel are being contacted.
~no06e listed below heve received informal epprovol of their respective

Commanding Officers or Directors

U. S. Nevy _

Nevel Medical Research Institute, Bethesda, Meryland
Lt.Cdr. I.V. Kinz (MSC) USN, Nevel Liasisan Officer (not to secampany team)
Lt. Ecrl J. Roth (MC) USNR, Curgeon
Ir. Meynerd Eicher, Electrician Scientist

Navel Medical Fesearch Unit, Cairo, Egypt
“William G. Clutter, EXd, USN. Serv. Ro. Technicien

Nsval Adr Stevion, Jecksonville, Florida
V. Jefferson Euby, HMI, USN. Serv. No. Tecunician

Nevel Raciolozical Defense Laboratory, San Francisco, C.lifornia
Mr. Hymen Hechter, Statisticien
Mr. Villien Murray, Photogrepher.

Lith Nevel District, Preventive Medicine Unit, Perrl Harbor, T.H.
Lt. James PF. volan (MC) USNR, Liaison Ci ficer for COMMHAWSEAFRON

(not to scccapeany tear)

YWaelter Reed Medicel Center

Colonel fustin Lowrey, MC, ULA, Cphthelmolo-ist
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MeDr. Robert /. Conerei, oo. Lerder end Interntiz:%

Dr. James ©. 3. vertson, MedicalPenecinns, nivuchysicis~t

re Wiliierms cltos, thedicel Ieperuvcic, Dnceriie:

:o. James J. Creenc.h, t.edicel Depertiec s, Teclmicien

is. Loo Mayer, South Reeteu Ca.wwiities Novpic:i, rockvillbe Ccnter,

L.i., Hew York, Hormcrtolois:
Dow of L.G@war’g Trl? or Do. Beruch *. Blunver Netionsi Imstitute4 S O%

myelth, Betheoscn, i.., Interzi..c
Woceead mecec CTvacer, Aviad Foress .peciel Werpons Prolect
Joe VLG Lido, Ser tangun, Missouri, Chict tccnniciean

dived Jlntoy, 2c ae! eicu Cp. ndiied Moetiucl, Tocevili. ¢.a..r7,

bedey Ql fori, secpaiecicn
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SCHEDULE "A" Contd.

Marshell Islands, Msjuro
One medical practitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washington, Seattle, Washinston
Dr. Fdwerd E. Held, Laboretory of Radiation Biolosy
Dr. Allyn H. Seyuour, Laborrtory of Radiction Biolosy
Approximetely four to six rdditionel scientists and/or technicians

from this laboratory
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