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UNITED STATES oo ARGC)

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

 

Acmiral frleich A. Durke, 05h Qe: LOC

Chief of Neval .reretions
Lepartaent of the Nev,
washington 25, + C.

Dear Adcire) Burke: BEST COPY AVAILABLE

You will recall that as a result of the Merch 1 detonation of the CAST.

test gerics cominctec b; JT-7 in the Tacific in 195L, the natives of
Fonvelap ant Utirlk tolls an the Marshall Telanis were exposed to ralice
active fallout. The Atoaic Mercy Comission, on behalf of the U, 5,
Covernzamt, has accepted responsibility for periodic matical exe-inations
of those Varsha!lese. Since that time there have been five follaveur
meiical ezaninations conducted by the AKT in eclleboretion with the Naval
Medioal Research Institute, the Neval Fadiclocical Defense Laboratory an:
the Rroachaven Eationnl laburstory. These exrariinetions were greatly
facilitated by the asaistance afforde2 the modical teams by CINCKACKIT
ani the Coummnling Cfficer HAVSTAZJAd.

The fifth folloseup exaxcinations during Februaryeipril, 1955 for the
i firet tine omloyed the whole bod counter, an electronic device for
,the magurenent an? identification of the total body burden of contacie
matin: ralifoisotores. It proved an ungualifie: enccess in that it provided
|direct data an the tire and decree of interne! contacination of a mucber of
ithe idelanmiers. It was also vscful in establishin: that there was reaidusl
jredloactivity present in certein fooja end other meterials. Since it is
‘Rilbely that the current serics of tests has atieid to the comtazination
level of these islanis, it is nore then ever isperetive to continme tCoose
meifcal followeur stuiies ent to extemi the survey to a detailed examninae
tion of the ecolocical aspects of these islanis; srecial attention met
be given to the looslly obtained iteus of cist.

in order to eccomrlish this sission it is pro-csed thet a team of andicel
ani scolo¢ics! specialists be sart to these islands with their
equiraomt, supplies ani technical assistance. The experience of last
year’s expedition, far which you preciously rrovidel the LST "Tiuwas
County", pecarts us to request thet an LST arein be sesigne: for trance
fortation ani basing beginning sas tise between the siddle of Pelcuary
ani the first af March, 1955, and requirin: eLout one month overall for
coupletion of zisgicn. fm iit proved to have many acvarttares over other
craft, not the leest cf viic? was ite ability to accert, ani secure the
Zleton shielie’ etoelroas of the whole bak counter on its tank deci.
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dénicel deleigh 4. Bards eh OCT 3 1 1958

Sn LET alee hee cafficisat pewer supplies ef the correct type ts
operate the whois bedy cesatar aad the a-ray equipreat.

Tea shielded steesiczon pracentiy it stared ot Buiwetoh. tt cos be
wa-loadet aed setured withis thres te Lear days, Thar present spere-
ticnal pleac would regsire that on LET be ca Ftation et Bnivetok
atest @ we before tae plenaed departures to Zengalap. Tt world
getern te Eniveted appriaiasioly Fi nye jeter ant effi-lsad the
eteelror.

Lf operationsi com idecatians wecreat, the @zazieétion tea could braré
the LEY a3 any other dasigzeteé point in this islead ¢ycten ani tini-
teacly gesld diteutarz, At letet two technicians, bowever, should gerivt
8% the en-loading of the stositem: and ite duscctsted deilceta siectraaicc
@ad accompenys thie eqslpeent vhlle 1% f¢ ox board.

eepintance trem the ©. §. Bavy in Ghee acceaplizboent of Che above etriios
would be of inesascrasiea velue. Agceréiagly, your apprecal of the ose
ef an LET together with the fellowing incideatai itews is vespectiuliy
raqgues ted.

1. Participation {a the speration ky certain saeval pertanesl, both earvice
wed civilies. appronlmately five ceth navel peraminel] should accospany
the teaa, buf. ot yet these wen are sandesignated. At icest come go: the
five v11) com: Eros thace Listed ia tchedale 2 depeadent a0 é=ties and
oxaniteeate or ef that tine. Your geoeral agpreval si evch detached
Gsties ke recpectially requerted. uh

&. Teancportetien vie KATE fer all ethar parccaneal (fcbedule 4) of
the tear aud cargo frm Revaii toe Evejaleisa or ether designated
potet of cabarbation aad’ return. in edditicn te the five members

ef the teasn Licted in paragraph 1 eiomw there are conteapiated
sows five seientiete ant siz tesealcioas foom the brockbe-ran
Rativaal Lederatecy, ond one sviantist each free tha Rational
isetizutes ef Seaith, the Valter Ssed tedieai Center, aad tha
Aceed Forces fpectal Xeapoa: Froject. Five te seven civilian
ecolagist<sclentiate fren the Gaivaersity of Veaesiagton ecapleta
the team. fhe total wight ef all medical equipuent and gear is
ectinate? at fecr ton: and the velume gt 155 cubic feat,

3. Vranrpectetice agai berthing of the aura medical e084 etelegical
tavertigaters wa tua trig te ast irox Songelepand during the
period of ihe exanination: a24 colleccing. EST COPY AVALBLE

4. dceigompat of a Claze ? prierity fer ali t2T: treasportatian
fequired.

YYI
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SCHEDULE "A"

Sentative listing of personnel. Additionsl persommel are being
contacted. Those listed below heave received informe) approval of
their respective Commanding Officers or Directors.

U. & Wavy

Havel Medical Research Institute, Bethesda, Meryland
Lt. Cdr. I.¥. King (MSC) USN, Navel Lieison Officer (not to accompany
Lt. Earl J. Roth (C) USER, Surgeon team)
Mr. Meynard Eicher, Electrician Scientist

Naval Medical Research Unit, Cairo, Ecypt
Williem G. Clutter, HMI, USN. Serv. No. Technician

Noval Air Station, Jacksonville, Floride
W. Jefferson Hamby, BMI, USN. Serv. No. Technician

Raval Rediologicel Defense Leboratory, San Frencieco, California
Mr. Hyman Hechter, Statistician
Mr, Willien Murrey, Photogrepher

lth Havel District, Preventive Medicine Unit, Pearl Harbor, T.H.
Lt. Jemes P. Nolen (MC) USNR, Lieison Officer for COMBAVSEAFRON

(not to sccompany team)

Us 5. Arey : pw.
Welter Reed Medical Center

Colonel Austin Lowery, MC, USA, Ophthelmologist
Civilians

Brookhaven Hational Leboretory, Upton, L.I., New York
Dr. Robert A. Conard, Medical Department, Team Leader and internist
Dr. James 8. Robertson, Medical Bept., Biophysicist
Dr. Williem Wolins, Medical Department, Internist
Mr. Jamet J. Greenough, Medical Depertment, Technician

Others

Dr. Leo Meyer, South Hessau Communities Hospitel, Rockville Center,
L.I., New York, Hematologist

Dr. J. Edward Rell or Dr. Baruch & Blumberg, National Institutes of
Health, Bethesde, Md., Internist

Undeslgnated Officer, Armed Forces Special Weapons Project
Mr. Clyde Sipe, Camdendon, Missouri, Chief tcchnicien
Mr. Irving Jones, South Heesseu Commmitics Hospital, Rockville Center,

L.J., Rew York, Technician
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BCHEDOLE “A” Contd.

Merehell Islands, Majuro
One medical prectitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washington, Seattle, Washington
Dr. Edverd E. Held, Laboratory of Radistion Blolocy
Dr. Allyn H. Seymour, Laboratory of Radiation Biology
Approximately four to six edditional scientists end/or techniciens

from this laboratory
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INCOMPLETE DOCUMENT REFERENCE SHEET

The archive copy cf this Cocument is incomplete.

 

Enclosures missing

te LeALT Attar

Attachments missing
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