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PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVEL
Dear Atait,
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The wedical .ramivations of the Dongzelap und tirilz seonle uexe
cuzcassiuily complizted. Ve £ind it necessary ¢
Cudd

to brin

r:

oY
o b

:

g *hrea naw thrro
ed vo the ij.3. for Jurther cxaminations and possiole surgery; one in
12 Tongelap exposed oroun and two in the Utiriic exposed sroun. “Tharu
were no other -iadings of nigniflcance {except onez cise reprmed to below)
ané rhe neonles' health seemed generally cood.

The thrae cancer case=s
ircu Jongeldn were brousat to Triplar for 2xaminatlions sad vre vuve
taac aifitar speclal thyroid examinations there vas no cvidence oi cancax
reoaining.

-V pom -

However, 4 swall growch vas discovered in JNENNEER '~ e
roaion or the piruitarsy sland,  3ince she wanted to be with her daugheer,
JMMENR for birth of cer caild, we could not carry our further eruninationd
then Sut ic is very important titat sine pet specialized examinations in
the U.S. and she has agreed to return=-oossibly with che threae Shyroid
cases, 1 mention this co you to ask your help ia case she should noc
fuily aporeciate the imocrtance of rfurther exawminations. ihen wve Trou it
tha thoee ladies to Trislec there woa3l 4 ragretinl delay in getting chem
adnitted to ihe hosoitui, It seems that a certain naner vas not siven
to us for entrance into cthe U.S. and immigracion held us up a long tiza
and then in spita of careful preparations Zor admission to the hosnizal
there was a dalay in petting them admitted, I was nost corry for this
and lmow the ladics werve rightfully upset. I was glad we had Lanninlizo
Jacob and Aejon Tica Jrom Aongelap on hand at the hospital to be wiizn
tha@m a pood bit of the time.

During cur vicits to Utir

17.

-~

aund Ronzzlap it was apparent that hhera

s consideradble confusicn about those elligible for Lepeflis of Pndlic

Taw Z-52. At Utirli the un2mnosed neonle thousht that they should e

cntisled to I,D. Cards cad at Rongeidp chey wanrted 5ili the children in-

cluied, The law and the agreemen: between ERDA and ¥.T. states that

only tha peon '
-

le on cur cxamination list (a copy of which 1z kent at
anticleds '™

'™1i3 includes euwposed Ronzelan ard Utir

i
unexncsed Qongelan croup of 150 peopia,

iriz reonl:

Teareiors, no
» only “ome of tae unexposed Dengelan srd no childron
V2 atgemneed to ealain thic and z2lco that: the uvnaywdsn

lreludad.

~ad
Zonzalap cemirol ~roun g established many veara

e iy
sno (1D57) and th2
nz2onle cn this 1list were selected to ratea for ane 2nd sex neople L.
tho ciooeed Donmelan rroun, This sroup is considered quite adequate
for both exnosed groups arnd il has not been considered negessary to )
unexsozed Liirik neonla as comtrols. It should be montioned, however,
that all of these peonle have tie henefit of general iiedical rora
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aick call when our doctors are on tha islinds,  With regard to the con- .
trol group it s ry mderstanding that the Conzress of Micrecnesia in-

cluded this group for benefits as an inducemen: for and compensation S s
£ . participation in tha ancual exami:ations.

Anothar miscoacopticn among tha people waa that the slizht residusl
ceatemination on Rongelap was the cause of the few thyToild nodulasg cozed
2a tha unexzosed lQongelan pecple {actually more nodules occurred in tha
cuexposed Rongelao peotls aot living om Rongelan). Attempta were nnda
x5 2mplain that she radioiodines (Mihyrold peoisci™y that coused the thywaild
soduales in the Rongelap seovle was gome (died out) by =3 weexs and so
there was noue of tirls ‘‘thyvoid »>oizon'" laft - hen the unexposed naonlaz
~cved thers. The level of orher radicisotopes which are not seleztively
absorbed by the _Lyroid (as i3 radiociodiz2) his bteen far too low to te
of coumsequence in tais regard. . =

. ) r . :
It was a pleasure having John Haglelgam with us and I am sure a2 has
2 much bettar insight into these »Hroblems as a resul:t.  He indiecated that
veu may visit the outer islands soon. I1I£ 20, I hove wvou will ha abla to
telp clarify some of the wisumderstandings, I am airald some of the _
2onie are Dlamiag oux wedileal toam for the stipulacions of the law and ‘
cgrasment,. It trAas @ plzagure zeeing you 1o Xwajalein, v - -

Jith best zTegards,

- N : - - ‘e

Sincerely,

Robert A. Comard, T.D,
HAC:im - .
cc: Congressman J. Paglalgam:
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