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Utirik — Ronrelap Fedical Agreement

A guestion has arisen concerning the ddfferences between the provislons of
Public Law 5-52, passed in the {irst resular session of the 5Sth Consress
of HMicronesia in 1973, as comparsd with the provisions of the Arreenent
between the U.S. Atomnic J_r.er*y Cormission (rnow ERDA), ond the Srust
Territory dated Novenber 8, 1974. The Congress of !deronesia in Public
Taw 5-52 sayw £it to rrovide medical benefits of a rather broad nature to
the 1 cople of Iongelap and Utirik. The Act further specifies that the
medical benefits will be avallable to the descendants of exposad persons,
as defined in the fAct. Section 10 of the Act also directed the Figh
Cormissioner ‘m c—e‘r an Executive Arprecinent with the ARC o delray
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to abo bove, between ADC and the Trust Territory, limlts the medical services
only to Deople on the Poster of the DBrookhaven Medical Survey feam and
ralkes no provision for the descendants of those people who were exposed to
jrradiation.

To our Imowledge the Consress of Mlceronesla, aftey having passed Public
Iaw 5~52, has provided no funding for carrying out its provisions.

A Turther reference to Public Law 5-52 and the AFC - T“. rreement, referred
to above, provides another problem, to wit; Public Law 5-52 provides

healtn services and medical benefits to all of the reople of Forywelap and
Utirik whereas the fArreement between AEC and thoe ST Lerritory provides only
for thiose peonle in the control ixoup, referred to above. Thercefore, it is
necessayy for a determination to be rade by some medical nerson or fta““ s o
the rature of the referral for redical treatrent as to whether the jn*)c-:,s is
from effects of irradiation or from otler causes. Our question, very sinply,
i1s this, who has responsibility for makding this determination?

£3so, another problem area is that involving dental work. <Chouldd ”ublic Law
552 be interpreted so as to provide corplete dental care, includ

dentres, or should it be limited to providing those services .L'.‘ﬁc‘_ to*::ard
raintaining healthy teeth and gums?

Finally, if the Marshall Islands District 1s o be required to pay for the
medical a“sist,ancm nrovided under Public lLaw 552, the farshall Islands
District Will have to entare in deficit financing because this proram is vell
beyond oir fiscal plan and abiliity to pay for these scervices.
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This memorandim 13, therefors, to apidse you of a situation that ig
potentially costly to the Marshall Islands Ulstrict ond also to let you
you Incw of our problemm and ocur coicerns with respecet to the Lrolerentation
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cf Tuslic Luw 5-52,

Oscar de Prua
vlstrict Adsdinistrator
Marshalls [HAstrict

cot Attornsy General
™T™ne | S

\7¢
file



