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Brig. Gen. Alfred D. Starbird, Birestor ef
Military Appliestien, ABC, Washingten, D. 6.

Oxiginal signed byK. ¥. Nertford, Manager“ Hernan by
Albuquerque Operations :

SANDIA CORPORATION PARTICIPATION JN HIGH ALTITUDE TESTS FOR HARDTACK
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SIMBOLs ALPsECS

DOD 71980

Zhe wernces of this mencrendun is to reqest clarification on the
aduizistration and the esndact ef the tuo high altitude high yield
mualesr dstenstions in Operation NARDTACK,

Your memorandum of damuary 22, 1957 restricted eur activities to that . barry
of permitting Sandia Corporation to undertake (within current budget
limits) development work on instrumentation the determination
to oonduct the tests. This work has developed favorably, and a copy
of the proposed instrument array is enclosed.

Your letter to Dr. Graves of March 22, 1957 requested that the EPG
Planning Board look at the novel safety hasards posed by these high
altitude tests and asked if a more isolated atoll like Taongi shouldn't
be used as the leunch site in preference to Miini. The Board held a
meeting on this matter on March 26, 1957, but decided that additional
safety information was required before recommendations could be made.

The events that have transpired since your Jamuary 22 memorandum have
lead us to believe that there is no further doubt that the tests will
be performed. Accordingly, I request that the aduinistrative deternin-
ion for the responsibility and scope of work for the AEC and theDOD
be reaolved, and a directive be furnished outlining the responsibilities
of ALOO.
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223222 Enclosure eau as
Oy 1/2B Ref Sym: 5000 (192) en& Be
dtd 3/18/57 fn S&C ” se Magentis

Mstribution: Soggy E ARs
on . T,27i0iBrig. Gen. A.D.Starbird, DMA, Washington, ¥/enc. ax above
= yo3/10a - NM. B. Bradbury, Director, LASL, w/o wae.v32) wey vy
= L/10A - A. CO, Graves, J Div., LASL, ufo enc.rssel

wt 5/10 ~ J. W. MoRae, President, Sandia Corporatio, w/o enc. 5g
oO - 6/104 -J. E. Reeves, Director, Test Jiv., AL00, w/e@me.
o T/LOA - E. C. Stewart, AP, ALOO, w/o auc. aa
°° 8,9/104 ~- Central Files i
\ 10/10A - AP Files
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