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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

LABORATORY OF RADIATION BIOLOGY

FISHERIES CENTER

SEATTLE 5, WASHINGTON

400787

4June 4, 1963 Od Q&
ar

Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief /A°
Environmental Sciences Branch

Division of Biology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear John:

Enclosed is the tentative schedule for the coming
Rongelap trip. The dates given are based around the

time the ship will be available.

Assuming thatair support from Kwajalein will be as
requested, I suggest that a short visit could be accom-
plished by meeting the UF-2 flight from Kwajalein to
Rongelap of August 25 and leaving Rongelap with the group

at Kabelle Islet on August 28,

This schedule would permit a brief visit of Rongelap

Islet, including the main village, an overall view of the
lagoon from the air and from shipboard, observation of

shipboard activities, and a good look at Kabelle Islet.

A more interesting and informative visit would .include
visiting Gejen, Naen, and Lomuilal Islets (see enclosed

map). This would require either a longer visit or a re-

quest for additional air support from Kwajalein.

We keep hoping that you might change your mind and
come to Rongelap in person, but we certainly will welcome

whomever you send.

On the chance that you might be subject to temptation,

the accompanying photos have been sent.

Best regards,

Edward E. Held

Associate Research Professor
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RGOUGELAY BIGENVIRGSMENTAL RESURVET

magust 1963

evaluate the eyeling oc redistribution ef radionuclides
at

Rengelap is wmiqualy suitable fer the latter studies since
4t was contaminated enly ence with radieactive falleut te a
significant degree. The initial sentamination occurred in
March 1954 follewing the detonation of a thermennciaar device
et Bikini Atell, 80 miles te the west. The levels ef radiatien
were sufficiently high te necessitate evacuation of the resi-
dents. They were net returned umtil June 1957.

Present levels of radiation at the seuthern islets of

Radionuclide esntent ef food items is within permissibie
levels with the exception ef the coconut erab, Birous Latxo,
which eoncentrates strontim~-80. Other significant radio-
nuclides in the feods at this time are cesium-137 and xinc-65.

The soils still eentaia all ef the relatively leng-liveé
Fadionuclides eriginally deposited. These remain concentrated
in the tep inch ef soil, but small amounts are neving to depths
ef 30 inches ex mere. The marine erganians centain Sever



General Statement - 2

providing an ensite laboratory fer the preparation of samples.
fer chemieal and radiometric analyses in the heme laberatery.

The prepesed schedule, cutiined in the agacapanying
table and ian Figure 1. is an attengt te provide essential
labosatery time fer the shee parties while providing as auch

The shere party will arrive at Rengelap by air about ene
week prier te the ship’s arrival. They will depend en the
lecal sailboat fer transportation to end from Eniaetex and
Weobiji Islets. Gbaervationa will be made of previously
established plots and trees, seme ef which have been fertii-
ised with both macre- ané trace-elements. Feliage and seils
from some ef these plots will also be celiected. Feod items
will be collected from previevaly marked areas when possible.
Special attention will be given to collecting scil cores and
wood saspbes which pilot studies have shown to be promising
for determining the distribution of the radionuclides by a
combination of autoradiegraphic, radiochemical and gamma ray
spectrometric analyses. Upon arrival of the ship there will

be a backleg of samples to be processed. These will be oven
dried, packed in chests, or stored in the reefers as s00n as
possible after arrival ef the ship.
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Zt has been estimated that about one-fourth ef

the water leaving the lagoen flows through
ae

with the exeeption of a reef-fish eoliestion.

reached concerning the borisental distribution ef sopereds in

Rongelap essentially will repeat theee of the previous day

#

Activities at ané near Maen I. om the seventh Gay at

West Pass.

She overnight lagoon plankton eollesticus off West Pass on

Burek
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4-heur plankton station will be made.
whioh will be visited the fellowing
ten tines mach aia

These islets
day, received
Rengelap Islet

On

te a convenient ansherege off Lewsilal and Gejen Islets,

again 2
Maen I

the morning eof the sixth day at Rongelap the ship will

ef Aniiru I.
limit their activities to islands south ef Bamoen I. and nerth

Necessary sampling ever a peried ef years in the Kabelic
area alone may have had an impact en the biota. Therefore,
it would be desirable if any recreation parties from the ship

Snore partywill

‘
i

the time the shi

ing the
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General Statement - 4

has been ghosen for shere eollections since it is comparable
with Bongelap I. as to levels ef radicactivity, seil types

that the ship’s persennsl take the eppertunity to visit
Village. In the interests of “public relations,* those woo have
time might ehallange the Rongelapese to a seftball game. They

This Gay will be the iast for eollection of samples other
than plankton. The following day the ship will proceed to
Kabelle I. hauling a midwater trawl enreute through the swept
ehannel in the lageon. After dropping the shore party at
Kabelle Islet, the ship will leave the lagoon through the
Wertheast Pass and spend the remainder of that day and night

pumping and midwater trawling east, south and west of the
atoll.

Baxly the follewing merning the ship will depart fer
Rniwetok. In the meantime, the shore party at Kabelie will
complete ebservatians and measurements and will be picked
wp by aireraft te rejoin the ship at Eniwetek. There the
samples will be paedked fox shipment to the heme laboratery



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR RONGELAP BIOLOGICAL RESURVEY

August <- September, 1963

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
        

Advance

Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day

of 180°/W of 180° No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) No,
CeRCAMahSSOR:ACLREA a fo OF EEF C2EAEEa aee maae tre ooacE eeSE

SUN { Lv Seattle P.M. Lv Seattle P.M.
Aug ms pArr Hono P.M. Arr Hono P.M,

MON Hono Hono

Aug Booking Booking

TUE Lv Hono Lv Hono
Aug (Prob. P.M.) (Prob, P.M.)

WED THU | Arr Kwaj Arr Eniwetok
Aug 8 Aug (Prob, A.M.) (Prob. A.M.)

THU FRI 1 Kwaj-Rongelap I. Eniwetok
Aug 9 Aug Via UF-2. Prepare to

outfit ship.

FRI SAT 2 Rongelap I. Eniwetok Lv Seattle P.M.
Aug 10 Aug Arr Hono P.M.

SAT SUN 3 Rongelap I. Eniwetok Hono |
O Aug 11 Aug Henry I. time Booking

permitting.

SUN MON 4 Rongelap I. Eniwetok Lv Hono

pAug 12 Aug (Prob, P.M.)

MON TUE 5 To Weobiji I. and Eniwetok Arr Eniwetok
2 Aug 13 Aug Eniaetok I. via (Prob, A.M.)

sailboat.

TUE . WED 6 Eniaetok I. Eniwetok
3 Aug 14 Aug Board ship P.M.

WED THU 7 Return to Enroute Eniwetok-Rongelap part Eniwetok for 1

4 Aug 15 Aug Rongelap I. A.M. Rongelap “~» 0800.
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) 2

Advance

Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
of 180°} W of 180°] No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) No.
SSBSWSKS S028CeEo SBE EseeenaSaScrocmmc ace

THU 1 PRI 8 Rongelap I, Obtain surface plankton Arr Rongelap I. 2
15 Aug 16 Aug Load and prepare samples on last hour's mom1400.

samples aboard. approach to Rongelap I. Anchor off village.

and inside pass.

FRI SAT 9 |Mellu I. Plankton pumping in pass. Proceed to N.E. Pass. 3

16 Aug 17 Aug Sleep aboard. Trolling in pass. Anchor in pass.

|SAT SUN 10 Kabelle I. Plankton pumping and mid- A.M. Proceed to 4

t7 Aug 18 Aug Sleep ashore, water trawl hauls, Kabelle I, Drop off
shore party. Go out

through N.E. Pass

for night plankton

hauls,

SUN MON 11 [Kabelle I. 24 hour plankton station. A.M. Enter N.E. Pass 5
18 Aug 19 Aug Board ship 1700. Return to Kabelle I.

Prepare samples Anchor,

aboard, Sleep
aboard,

MON TUE 12 Kabelle I. Plankton hauls from skiff Remain at Kabelle I. 6

L9 Aug 20 Aug Go ashore 0700. in interisland channel,

Board sghip 1700. - Fish collection.

~~ Sleep aboard.

TUE WED 13 Lomuilal I.-Gejen I. 24 hour plankton station. A.M. to Lomuilal I. 7

20 Aug 21 Aug Sleap aboard. Anchor off Lomuilal.

WED THU 14 Naen I. 24 hour plankton station. - A.M. to Naen I. 8

21: Aug ‘22 Aug Sleep aboard Anchor off Naen.

> So85 16

 



 

  

 

 

 

  
 

       
Se

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) 3

Advance

Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
| of 180° lw of 180° |No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) INO.
CRS&2 USESESee REsere SeocreLle Sees Se SS eeeLoeS]_l.SSSSESEECEVelse

THU FRI 15 Burok I. Plankton pumping Naen I. A.M. to Burok I. 9

22 Aug 23 Aug Sleep ashore. to Burok I. and at Drop shore party.

anchor Return to West Pass,

Anchor as close to
pass as possible. ‘

FRI SAT 16 Open Open A.M, to Burok I. 10

23 Aug 24 AUG Sleep aboard. Pick up shore party.
* Proceed to Rongelap

I. (May have to wait

until afternoon for

proper light).

SAT SUN 17 Jabwan I Open Remain at Rongelap. ll

24 Aug 25 Aug (Sailboat Lv (Softball game,
for Kabelle I.) Rongelapese vs.

crew and scien-

tific party).

SUN MON 18 Midwater trawl hauls, A.M. Proceed to 12
25 Aug 26 Aug Rongelap I. and plankton pumping. Kabelle I. Mid-

~ Kabelle I. water trawl haul

UF-2 pick-up 2 men enroute. Drop
on and samples at shore party. Go

Rongelap I. Fly out through N.E.
to Kwajalein. Pass, Plankton

hauls east, sauth

- and west of Atoll.

MON | pug  '|19 |Kabelle I. Enroute Eniwetok. r~ 0600 Proceed to 13
26 Aug 27 Aug Eniwetok.

TUE WED |20 Kabelle I. Eniwetok Arr Eniwetok 14
27 Aug 28 Aug Island 13 Off load.

ebbaod

 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE. (Continued)

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

eee

Advance

Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
| of 180°|W of 180°] No. (6 men) (2 men) ( 4 men) No.
ceeSE mse -_ at = SeesKeeCeSESSECCEeeeeeSeReEeeeeCEEeeSe22ECTIEEE: cece

WED THU 21 Pick up at Kabelle Sample preparation.

28 Aug 29 Aug I. by UF-2. Proceed Packing.
to Eniwetok,

THU FRI Packing.

29 Aug 30 Aug

FRI SAT 7 Lv Eniwetok

20 Aug 31 Aug

SAT Arr Hono

31 Aug

SUN Lv Hono

1 Sept

MON Arr Seattle
2 Sept

/_



FERAOMEEL,

Be. Kelshay (9MI) Sonhan*

Mz. Richard &. Billings

Br. Langen 2, Boneldsen*®

De. Themes 8B. Bngiish*®

ae. Stanley P. dessal

Dr. Baveré B. Beid*

‘tr, Consad V.¥. Mahaken*

Mr, dames 8. Nishitani

Dr. Ralph F. Palumbo

Br. Richaré B. Walker

To be filled

To be tilled*

Trust Territesy Aepresentative*

Invertebrate Sosliegy

Bielegienl Gceanegraphy

Algolegy

Fiaent Paysiclogy

Productivity

© Indicates ship passengers fren Bnivetek te Rengelap.



SUPPORT
(Approximate Dates)

i. Transportation between Seattle and Honolulu will be by
commercial carrier und will be provided by the Mmiversity
ef Washingten,.

2. Mags

6 amg. Honclulu-Rwajalein 6 men 606 lbs. equipment
and supplies

Bonolula-Eniwetok 2 men 600 lbs. equipment
and supplies

11 Aug. Sonolulu-Eniwetok 4nen %3OO ibs. equipment
and supplies

26 Aug. Rwajalein~Honolulu 2 men 200 lbs. samples

30 Aug. Mniwetok-Henoluiu 10 men 800 lbs. samples

& Aug. Fwajalein-Rongelap I., Rongelap Atoli
6 men 600 lbs.equipment and supplies

25 Aug. Rongelap I., Rongelap Atoll-Kwajaiein
2 man 200 lbs. samples

a8 Aug. Kabelle Z., Beagelap Atoll-Zniwetox
6 men 300 lbs. equipment and samples


