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SAIPAN, APRIL 189 (MNS) ---HIGH COMMISSIONER EDWARD E. JCHNSTON ANC
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YeSe AMEASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIA”S HAVE ISSUED A JOINT ANNGUNCE=

NENT INCICATING THAT TRE UNI’ ED STATES GOVERNMENT 1SPREPARED ‘TO

RETURA EXIWETOK ATOLL TO THE TRUST TERRITORY AT THE END OF 19736
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EXIWETOK ATCLL IS-ONE OF THE AREAS OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS DISTHICT-
__ pepartment of Energy
Sl THREES RUHSSAA4593 UNCLAS Historian’s Office
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*TERE THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN DEFENSE NESEARCH AND! A
to
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JEVELLPMENT PROJECTS SINCE 1946. THE PEOPLE OF THE ATOLL WERE REL
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“Trl Ti OTHER ISLANDS IN THE MARSHALLS« AND HAVE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED” °

:
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PoL]R TETENRTTON TO RETURN TO THEIR HO-E ISLAADS BY THE END OF THIS

it THE STATE“ENT ISSUED TUFSDAY (APRIL 18)0 HIGH COMMISSICNER

BOASTOL AND AMBASSADOR wILLIAMS SAID THAT FUTURE MICRONESTAN LAND

MEEOS UF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE «ERE SET FORTH IN THE THIRD ROU?!D

CF STATUS MEGOTIATIONS wHICH TOOK PLACE IN HAWAII LAST YEARe NTHESE

A -EASSADTR WILLIAWS STATEC THAT IN RECARD TOeeeSECURITY RELATED LAND

REGUIREMENTS “IN THE MARSHALLS, TRE NEED FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPIENT

eBCOTIVITIES AT KWAJALEIN WOULD NOT DISAPPEAR IN THE FCRESEEAGLE

FUTURE." ThE STATEMENT ADDEDy HOWEVERs THAT AMBASSADOR WILLIAItS

THER WOTIE THAT "IT MAY SOMEDAY SECOME PCSSISLE TC CONSOLIDATE

OGR TESTING ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC AND CONCURRENTLY REDUCE OUR

L4aAND INTERESTS If) THC bARSHALLSe"

PHE ACNUUNCE MEW] SAID THAT "THE STATUS OF ENTWETGOK HAS SEEN UNDER

STUCY SY THe V4SRIGUS DEPARTNENTS AND AGENCIES IN THE UNITED STATES

PREGENT IVER SIWCE TA& FOSSISILITY OF RETURNING BIKINI ATOLL WAS

FIRST CONSIDERED» OVER THE YEARSe THE CEPARTMENT OF DEFENS& HAS

PACE FIUR RURSGSAA4SS93 UNCLAS

SLEN STRIVIGS TS ORING ITS WORK ON ENI«ETOK TG A CLOSE. " (NOW) TRE

VelTEC STATES GOVERNMENT HAS IN FACT SEEN AbLE TO STRUCTURE ITS RE-

SEARCH PLANS AND PROGRAAS IN SUCH A WAY TO PERMIT AN EARLY RETURN CF
. Department of Energy

The ATOLL TG Tr PEOPLE CF ENIWETOK." Historian’s Office

Hlim COMaTSSIONER JOHNSTON TELEPHONED MARSHALLS orsTAReHESrir s-

 TSATOS ISCAR DEBRUM LATE TUESDAY AFTESNCON TO ANNOUNCE THE RETURM CF

pat “Tits aNO TNCICATCS THAT THE UsSe GOVERNAENT AND THE TRUST TEF-
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PTTCRY 45 1TN ISTRATION WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO WORK WITH THE PEOPLE

e
e

VF ENTSC TOK ON A TIMETABLE AND CTHER PLANS FOR A REHABILITATION \/
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IN THIS REGARD,» ThE HICOM NOTED THAT DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER |

SETER Te COLEMAN VILL ACCOMPARY AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS ON HIS TRIP

THROUGr, THE EASTERI: DISTRICTS» ENDING IN MAJURO WHERE HE WILL BEGIN

MEETINGS “YITP ENIWETCKESE AT THE DISTRICT CENTER. COLEMAN ALSO PLANS -}'

TO OVEKFLY THE ENInZTOX COMPLEX ON HIS WAY TO AN INSPECTICN OF BIKINI.

ATCobs “RERT THE AGRICULTURAL REHABILITATION OF THAT FORMER ATOMIC

“TESTING SITE iS NOw BEING CLOSED OUT. 3

THE HICS.i SAID THAT 4T SOME FUTURE DATE THE LEADERS OF ENIWETOK ~:

WILL BE Is.VITEC To BIKINI TO CSSERVE THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM THERE

IN ACTION, He SAIC FURTHER THAT THE PECPLE OF ENIWETOK WILL BE 2

PAGE FIVE KUNGSAA4592 UNCLAS an =

CONSULTED AT EVERY STEP ALONG THE WAY IN THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM...

DISTAL DEGRUM SAID THAT HE WAS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE HIGH COM- 2

MISSTONER AND AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS FOR THEIR LONG AND HARD EFFORTS TO 3:

EXPEDITE THE RETURI: GF THE ATOLL TO THE PEOPLE. HE SAID HE LOOKED

FORWARD TO HEETING wITH DEPUTY HICOM COLEMAN LATER IN THE WEEK AND D

TS BEGINING THE PLAANING FOR THE REVERSION OF ENIWETOK TO THE TRUST =

TERRITORY SO THAT THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM COULD GET UNDERWAY. Y

ACCORDING TO THE JCINT ANNOUNCEMENT RELEASED TUESDAY, IT WILL BE /é8

NECESSARY TO CARRY OLT THE SAHE TYPE CF SURVEY» CLEANUP AND REHABILI~ 28

TATION PF SCEDURES THAT HAVE 3EEN USED AT BIKINIe "AS AN INITIAL iPs

STEP + THE AMNOUNCENERT SAID» "THE UeSe PLANS TO COMMENCE THE survey Sf »

CF THE ATOLL PROBABLY LATE THIS SUMMER. THE CLEANUP AND REHABILITA~

_ TICN OF THE THREE ISLANDS---PARRY» JAPTAN AND ANIYAANII=--IN THE — v

| SIUTHEASTER PART OF THE ATOLL» WILL RECEIVE FIRST PRICRITYs" Pig

RIOR TO THE RETURN OF ENIWETOK TO TRUST TERRITORY parsorerien .

/ SY THE EXD SF 1973. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, "THE UNITED STATES IS \, 4

COMPLETIi3 SOME RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TESTING ON THE ATOLL WHICH L.
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“yt TNVOLVE WUCLEA2 DETONATIONS OF ANY TYPE. THESE TESTS SILL

peWAY INTERFERE wITh AN EARLY COMsENCEMENT OF THE REHABILITATION

paccess ANO WILL BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF 19730"

PAGE 5 CE RUHGSAAG593 UNCLAS

(SPECIAL CGeMITTEE CHAIRMAN APPOINTED)

CLTPANy EPRIL 1&e (:NS)==eMARIANES SENATOR OLYMPIC Te BCTUA Has |

CHE SPPOIATED CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE CONCERNING

SOMGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS. OTHER MERSERS CF THE COMMITTEE ARE RE-

ORESEUTATIVE HAMS WILLIANDER OF TRUK AND PEPRCSENTATIVE TIMOTHY

w
o TIL GF PALAU.T K r
mv

THE SPECIAL JOINT COVMITTEE CONCERNING RCNGELAP AND UTIRIK WAS \

CREATED UNCER PUBLIC LAw 4C-335 WHICH AUTOMATICALLY BECAME LAW MARCH

26, THE COMMITTEE IS CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY TO INVESTIGATE

TaE EFFECTS OF IRKACIATION ON THE PECPLE OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS

AND AILL ATTENET TO SECURE ANY AND ALL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE FOR

THE PLOPLE CF THE AFFECTED ATOLLS. IT IS ALSO CHARGED WITH THE RES-

PONSICILITY FOR OS TAINING COMPENSATION FOR THE PEOPLE OF RONGELAP AND

UTISIX FOR THE iJURIES WHICH THEY SUFFERED DUE TO EXPOSURE TC

IRRADIATION. | |

ACCORDING TC SENATOR BORJAy THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE HAS BEGUN INITIAL

ROARINGS INTO Tee RONCELAP AND UTIRIK SITUATION ON SAIPANe ON PIONDAY

THE COMITTEE CALLED OF. ORe WILLIAM PECKy TI HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTOR,

AND Die HAYAKAWA OF JAPAN FOR SOME SACKGRCUND INFORMATION ON THE CVER}=

eT

SLL SITUATION CF THE AFFECTED PECPLE. Department of Energy
| : ~ Pistorian’s Office :
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