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(W IWETOK RETURN)

SRIPANs APRIL 18y (MNS)~---HIGH COMMISSICNER EDWARD Eo. JCHNSTON AND

&

VeSs AMEASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIAYS HAVE ISSUED A JOINT ANNVURC;
AZRT ING ICATING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED ‘T0

& @

e i e o ——w——— -

RETURN ckIwEtOKAATOLL TO THE TRUST TERRITORY AT THE END OF 1973.

ENIVWETOK ATCLL I5-ONE OF THE AREAS OF THE ﬁARSRALL ISLANDS DISTrICT'
pepartment -of Energy

.
Lol ]

SI THREZ RUHGSAA4593 UNCLAS - Historian’s Office .
viRE THL UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN DEFENSE AFEESEARCH AND, k*
JEVELLPHEINT PROJECTS SINCE 1946, THE PEOPLE OF THE ATOLL WERE REL ,»?53

“TiT TO OTHER ISLAWDS IN THE MARSHALLS. AND HAVE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED @

5002519 T e
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1715 [LTIRTION TO RETURN TO THEIR HO-E ISLADS BY THE END OF THIS

It THE STATZ EAT ISSUED TURSDAY (APRIL 18)e HIGH COmMMISSICNER

m

JOHISTL AND AMBASSACCR wILLIAMS SAID TmAT FUTURE MICRONESIAN LAND
[TECS TF TH: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE wERE SET FORTH IN THE THIRD ROLMD
JF STATUS MEGOTIATIONS wHICH TJOOK PLACE IN HAWAIT LAST YEAR, "THEQE
ACLASSADCR wWILLIAMS STATED THAT IN RFCARD TOeeeSECURITY RELATED LAND
REGUIREMENTS "IN THE MARSHALLS. THE NEED FOR RESEARCH ARD DEVELOPPENT
SCTIVITIZS AT KWAJALEIN wOULD NOT DISAPFEAR IN THE FCRESEEABLE

FUTURES" Tm

m

STATEHENT ADDEDs HOWEVER. THAT AMBASSADOR WILLIAIS

=

1%

0

THZR WOTIZC THAT "IT MAY SOMEDAY £E(CHE POSSIBLE TC CCNSOLIDATE
CUR TESTING ACTIVITIES I THE ~PACIFIC AD CCNCURRENTLY REDUCE OUR
LAND IMTERESTS If! THC MHARSHALLSe™

PHE AnOUNCIMEnT SAID THAT "THE 57TATUS OF EMNIwETOK HAS DEEN URDER
STUCY 3Y THZ VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES IN THE UNITED STATES
GOVIRNUENT ZVER SINCE THE FOSSIoILITY OF RETURNING BIKIMI AfOLL ¥AS
FIRST CCASIDEREb. OVER THE YEARS, THE CEPARTHMENT OF DEFENSE HAS
PACE FZUR RUKESAAGS33 UNCLAS
olEH STRIVINGE 75 5RiNG ITS WORK ON ENIWETOK TG A CLOSE. '(NOW) THE
“ITES STATEZS CCOVERNKENT +HAS IN FACT £EEN AbLE TO STRUCTURE ITS RE-
SZARCH FLANIS ARD PROGRAAS IN SUCH A wAY TO PERMIT AN EARLY RETURN CF
.y : pepartment of Energy
THE ATOLL TO THE PEOPLE CF ENIWETOK." Historian's Office

HIvm COMHISSICMER JO=NSTON TELEPHOMED MARSHALLS DIST&?&#N&&%INIS-
: T2ATCE 2SCAR DEBRPUM LATE TUESDAY AFTERNOCON TO ANNOUNCE THE RETURH QE

il JTCLLq and ILLICATZS THAT THE U,Se GOVERNWMENT AND THE TRUST TEF-

— i mmm )

PITORY 4ZHINISTRATION wILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO WORK WITH THE PEOPLE

—

vF ENTZZTOK On A TIMETABLE AMD CTHER PLANS FOR A REHABILITATION \/
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©IN THIS REGARD, ThE HICO* KOTED THAT DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSICNER

SITER Te CJTULENAN “ILL ACCOMPALY AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS ON HIS TRIP

THROUGH ~HE EASTERIt DISTRICTSs ENDING IN MAJURD WHERE HE WILL BEGIWM

JY

WEETINGS ~1TH ENIWETCKESE AT THE DISTRICT CENTER, COLEMAN ALSO PLANS I
TS OVIRFLY THE ENI#STOX COMPLEX ON HIS WAY TO AN INSPECTICN OF BIKINI | N
ATCiLy #FERT THE AGRICULTURAL REHABILITATION OF THAT FORMER ATOMIC ”
TTESTING SITE 1S NOW BEING CLOSED OUT. >
THE HICS): SAID THAT AT SOME FUTURE DATE THE LEADERS OF ENIWETOK ~
wILL BE I:VITEZC TC BIKINI TC CSSERVE THE REHABILITATION PROGGRAM THERE N
IN ACTION. Hc SAIc FURTHER THAT THE FECPLE OF ENIWETOK WILL BE 3
PAGE FIVE KURGSAA4593 UNCLAS | \ 9
CONSULTEL AT SVERY STEP ALONG THE WAY IN THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM. .
DISTAL SEERUM SAID THAT HE WAS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TG THE HIGH COM- Y
H1SSTONER AND AMEASSADGR WILLIAMS FOR THEIR LONG AND HARD EFFGRTS TO -
EXPEDITE THE KETURI: GF THE ATOLL TO THE PEOPLE. HE SAID HE LCOKED
FORWARD TO MEETING WITH DEPUTY HICOM COLEMAN LATER IN THE WEEK AND Ny
TS BEGINIIMG THE PLANNING FOR THE REVERSICN OF ENIWETOK TG THE TRUST )
TEZRRITCRY SO ThAT THE REHABILITATION PRGGRAM COULD GET UNCERKAY. ;i
ACCORDIHE TO THZ JCINT ANNOUNCEMENT RELEASED TUESDAY, IT WILL BE -“74§&?
NECESSARY TO CARRY OLT THE SAME TYPE CF SURVEYs CLEANUP AND REHABILI- '3‘52§
TATION Pr JCEDURES THAT HAVE 3EZEN USED AT BIKINI. "™AS AN INITIAL é§E§%§
STEPs THE AHNOUNCEMENT SAIDs "THE UeSe PLANS TO COMMENCE THE SURVEY<§W§?£;
CF THE ATOLL PROBASLY LATE THIS SUMMER. THE CLEANUP AND REHABILITA-
 TICK OF THE THREE ISLANDS---PARKYs JAPTAN AND ANIYAANIT--=IN THE _ v
. SOUTHEASTZIRI PART OF THE ATOLLs WILL RECEIVE FIRST PRICRITY." i | s
i PRIOF TC THE RETURN OF ENIWETOK TO TRUST TERRITORY JURISDICTIONE _
/ 8Y THE LD ~F 1973, THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, "THE UNITED STATES IS \v 2
COMPLETING SOME RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TESTING ON THE ATOLL WHICH L



Lttt . AT INVOLVE iWUCLEAR DETONATIOMS OF ANY TYPE. THESE TESTS WILL

100 wAY IRTEARFERE wITk AN EARLY COMMENCEAENT OF THE RERABILITATICN

& AND WILL BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF 1973,"

(8h]

PRCCE
PAGE » [E RUHGS5AA4593 QNCLAs
(SPECIAL CGnMITTEE CHAIRHAN APPOINTED)

CAiPAINy APRIL 16y (1.n5)=-==MARIAMAS SENATCR OLYMPIC T. BCPJA  HAS ]
coEt “F-oan D CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL JOINT 7OMMITTEE CONCERNING
H;h~tLaP AND UTIRKIK ATOLLS. OTFmER ME~BERS CF TRE COMMITTEE ARE RE=-

PRESENTATIVEZ HANS WILLIANZER OF TRUK AND PEPRTSENTATIVE TIMCTRHY

rr.

J]

I11L OF PALAU.

r.

CLKE!
THE SPECIAL JCINT CCYMITTEZ CONCERNING RCNGELAP AND UTIRMK WAS \
CREATED UNDER PUBLIC LAJ 4C-334 WHICH AUTOMATTCALLY BECAME LAW MARCH
26, THZ COMMITTEE 1S CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSISILITY TO INVESTIGATE
TAE EFFECTS OF IRRACIATIOH ON THZ PECPLE OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS
AXD UILL ATTEGRT TO SECURE ANY AKD ALL MECICAL ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE FOR
TRE PZIJPLE CF THE AFFECTEDL ATOLLS. IT 15 ALSO CHARGED WITH THE RES=-
PONLSICILITY FOK OSTAINING COMPENSATION FOR THE PECPLE OF RONGELAP AND
UTIHIx FOR THI 1iJURIES «~ICH THEY SUFFERED DUE TO EXPOSUKE TC
IRRADIATION | '

ECCLADING TC SENATCA BORJAs THE SPECIAL CCHMITTEE HAS BEGUN INITIAL

RZARINGS INTO THt RONCELAP AND UTIRIK SITUATION ON SAIPANe ON #ONDAY

TAz CO4MITTEE CALLED Of DRe WILLIAM PECKq TT HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTOR,

ANL Dhe HAYAKAwWA OF JAPAN FOR SOME 3ACKGRCUND INFORNATION ON THE CVER-

ALl SITUATIGN CF THE AFFECTED PECPLE. Department of Ener@y
f ' ~ Historian’s 0Otfice ; :
T - ARCHIVES |
« 25030 o
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