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2. ‘The leet ship of Task Goup 7.3 to crrive in the the forward

area, USS REGLAINER (ARS-42)(LOOR He K. Smith, USM), reached Bikint

eon 6 Aprdl, the day following the KOOH shet. She hed arrived at

Brajalein on the aorning of 7 April and was held there until after

the EOO# Reisefe picture hed cleared. & Bikini she joined SHEA

end LST 1157 in support ef the Puree of Ordnance's Project 3.4.
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UNION — TARKES ~ RECTAR

1. Task Group ships asde two sorties from HMkin£ Lagoon for

UHION, the fourth shot fired. the first tock place on 15 April, 6

days after the KOGi shot, in mre ar less routine fashion. Notice

had been received early on minus~one day thet en abtenpt would be

ante to fire the shet, permitting ship moreaants to begin on schad-

ule By 1500 the lagcon was clear of shipping, except for moored

axall craft and two conned Navy Litts etendins by et the shot barges

to rersove the firing perty. At 1515 all ships reported their posi-

tions ab « rafe distance from the sere paint, incinting FO 15ib,

stationed at Rongerik stoll with Aix Force weather chservers aboard.

The firing party armai the device ani boarded the LOis for sono

Ielend where they were ploked up by helicopter ani floun to Inyu

to comect the firing ofreuits After disenbarkingthe firing perty,

the Lis ren dean the lagoon, mere’ to buys off Byn, the cress

Zaunched? a DUEN carried in one LCI and procesded te Enya for heli-

eopter transportction to BATNOEGQ. DPurins the arming operation ESTES,

BaIROKO, WIBNHAT (a8 plane guard) and BELLE GROVE renained within

ten miles of Enya to shorten the helicopter flights ami to be easily

arallabie in case an emergency developed, At 1615 the LGi cress

errived on board BATROEO, Ab 1830 the firing party helicopter reached

Estzs, BAIBOKO recovered her helicopters, axi the four ships headed

or& te sea to join the rest ef the foruation.

2, 4A& 1915 CURTISS departed her station et sea and headed
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ep-trind preparctory to Launching a high altitate balloon. She

conpleted her up~wind run, reversed course and at 2150 launched

the balloon and returned to her statica. A little over on hour

later word was recaived from the Joint Task Force commusnd post in

ESTES that the shot had been delayed for twenty-four bourse. All

ships were notified of the delay and directed te remain at sea

through the night. As 0800 ESTES, BAIHOKO and AENSHAT elesed on

Enyu to transport the firing party in by helicopter to disoonnsct

the firing circwlb ani disarm the device, but this ection was dae

layed in the hope that a better weather situation night be develop~

dng. By 1500 it bad become apparent that the uesther would not

pered&{ Cirlag next dey, ani the dleansing process woe begun, ord

wos Fecelved at 1730 that disarming vas completed when the ships

headed inte the lagon. By 208C all were anchored. —

Me A sortic for UXLON was not again sttenpted until 25 April.

Throughout the period betueen sorties the tesk group renained in an

atvancea state of readiness, prepared to rove out again on chert

notice, xith each day designated as minus~two er ninus-thres de-

peading on the weather outlock. It became spcaren, that te Gre

the renainder of the CASTLE series, the Joint Task Force had to te

prepared te take advantage of favoratile weathe? based on short range

forecasts. To sect the situation the alert status of the Havy Taak

Group vas further increased se that ell ships sere required to be

ready to ecemence their sdiaus-one day events at noon on eny days

Plens were moée for carrying oct the sortie after dark, in case such
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& aovenant should beooms necessary to take aivantage of 4 sudden

peather change. ews was received of the cancellation from the

‘ schedule of the shot designated KGIO. fo clean up the remaining

three shots it hai been decided to firs ons shot, RECTAR, ab Eni-

wetok, and two, UNION and YaRRKZ, at Bikini, zhile the Joiat Task

Force waited for the weather to permit then to fire UNION at Bikint,

Bcientifie personnel awis preparations for X.cTaR of Eninetok, kKhea

it begem to appear that MecTaR would be ready before UN16H coxld be

fired, an alternate firing plen was made, usier which either shot =;

would be fired uhenever the weather permitted. fo fire at Bikint

the wiads had to be from « quarter that would not deposit fall-out

ou Eninetek bo the west, cr the abolis te the cast ani southeast.

BucTaR could be fired at Eninetok only wien the winis would prevent

ary appreciable fall-out on the two heevily populatedislents at the

southarn emi of the ateli, Parry aud Eninetek, and on Ujelang stoll,

125 siies te the soubhrest. Either shot sould be firod then the

weather first permitted it, with UNION receiving pricrity should the

woalher be fevorable fee both shote an the sams day, to clem the rey

for TANKER, the remaining Bikini shot.

he & 22 ipril, wlth UMl0N hill unfired, RacTah was ready,

and the task croup was prepared to ecmmance execution on the schedule

of events for either shot with minima warning, APACHE and SIOUx

were set to their initial stations off Eniwetok to lay fallout

ecllectore for Project 2.5a. On the morning of 23 april APACHE

ezperienced a serious casualty to her electrical contrel boards for
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main propulsion. She was returnol to Mixetok to offload project

Z

Personnel amd e,ulpment ani wos then sent to Riajalein to effect

repairs.

Se On Sunday, 25 Apel, at sbout noon, word was received

from CJTF SEVEH at Eniwetck that, with a break in the weather Jamt—

nent, the detonation of UNIGN next morning would again be abteapted.

Ships prepared te sortie ani evaited the arrival of the Eniwetok

steffa. Seats in the lagoon with fishing ani diving parties were

recalled. A decision had been mace that morning that the Budrd

project would plank all ite mincs on UNION rather than epread its

perticipation over two shots; RECLATISR and SHEA were planting the

two strings of mines that had been intended for a later shet. By

1700 they hed Laid oll mines in the previously designated pattern

and proceeded out of the lagoon, ‘The firing partyarrived fron Eat-

wotek ab 1300. CITY SEVEN and his staff landed on the Eninam aire

etrip and were flow te ESTES by helicopter. 4% 1730 the firing

party reached the shot barge, and CURTISS sot undernay for the Enu

anchorage. #8 they received their paseengers, ships hoisted auchce

and left the legoan, The sortie was accemalished by changing even’

tines as necessary to mect the situations which resclted fron late

arrival of the Eninetok groups. Despite the lete start all prepare

etions were canplated by 2240 uhea ESTES, with the firing party sboar,

got uniersay end proceeded to ees, leaving the lecocn expty except

for moored boats ani barges, BELLE CROVE emi BAIROKD, with BUILIP
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a@ plane guetd, left their texporary stations close in to scawerd

ef Enyu and, with BITES, joined the feemation at sea. At 2300 HICHOLAS

reported on etation az aircraft control chip, and a half hour later,

ell chips were on station at a safe range fron the shot barges, with

exborked personnel keeping a wary but hopeful eye on the weather,

6 vente throughout the night continued without a hitch,

CURTISS launched her weather balloon ef 2250 Atfreraft Ih. 1 of

VR.29, mm patrol, reported sighting e dapanese fishing boat ani a

freighter, bub their loostion did not place them in any danger from -

falli~ouk, && C220, following a wecther briefing, the Task Force

Comanter directed thet all ships except ESI-S be moved south to a
position $0 atles from the shot barge, with ESTES to copa the range

famediately after the shot, FO 1546 ab Rongerik was elerted to
have all her pessengere en bosrd ani be ready to get unierway by

neon, Ab 0300 chips began their southwant sovencnt, ‘the lest VR29
petrol afreraft lected at Ewajalein, with no additional ecstects

repected, The sea area in the fall-out path was clear of itinerant

enipping, AL O410 HOLALA reported that che was underway cut cf

the expected fell-cut area with the crew of YAd 40 aboard, leaving

TAQ 39 manned with a minim crow in « well-shielded lecstion': ang

ia control of the TAQ 40 drona. SIOUX was notat Rikint; during

thie period Project 2.50 had committed thenselves to particinste

om NECTAR rether then on UHION. By 0530 the ships had completed

their move to the southward with CURTISS in an intermediate position

to maintain URF communications with ESTES and with the reasinder

efthe task group, WQLALA reported well elear of the danger csectcr,

~



proceeding toward the formation at 15 knots, The two projec air-

craft reported on station. Ships took up their shot tine headings

as the final phase of the voice tine broadcast was piped cub over

vyolos eivcuite, Personnel asssenbled topside to riew the shot,

There waa still « feeling of doubt: among theay a last ainute delay

would not have come as a surprise, But at 0610 on 2% Apetl UNION

was detonsted. Shot sumber four was finished, with only two te go.

Te The chock wave passed without bornful effects the formation _

wes well clear of the rediosctive eloat., ESTES left her chet sta- |

tion and heeded south. sf 1000, with the clout dispersed te the

northward, the ships moved in toward Bikint and BAIROED prepered

to leunch helicopters for the initial RedSafe survey. fhe survey

was completed in the early afternoon. By 1500 the lagoon was

declared safe for re-entry and the ehips entered end anchored. The

airetrip wis debrie~ridden to such an extent thet flight eperations

could act be resumed, so at 1600 ESTES sailed for Exlwetok with

CITP SEVER and steff on board. The other task group unites renaained

behing to resumes work next mornings to recover URION data and pre-

pare for YANEEZ.

6 ith UXIGH fired, NEcTéaR was echedaled fer detonation two

days later, on 28 April. ESTES arrived at Iniwetok the morning of

27 April and disesbarked the Tack Force Commander and headquarters

staffs, The wouther held, ani when the 27th. was confirmed ae

EECTAR alnus-one dey, CTG 7o3 with « emall operaticnel ataff left

Biking by PHY and flew to Eninetok, moved aboard ESTES, estahlished
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&@ watoh and comusnced the NECTAR schedule, Pew task group units

were present. The plan for HECTAR did not call for a pro~shot

personne] evacustions Eniwetok based personnel would view the shet

fron Farry and Eniwetok Islands, with the actual firing done froa

the control roca on Perry. It was necessary only thet ESTES be

present te avaict CTG 7.4 in aircraft positioning, that a DOE be

gear Ujeleng Atoll et shot time should evacuation there become

necessary, ani thet exfficient veasels be in the vicinity to carry

out an enargency personnel eracuction of Eniwetok s£oll should the

need develop after the chot. Only SIOUX and YAO 99 wore required

in suppert of a ecientifie project, laying fall-out hucys for

Project 2.5a, One itinerent vessel, US LED (T-AEA-60), was

peesent ab Eniwetck unloading cargo, Yo provide the necessary

evasustion potential, {t was plemed to use ESTES, Lm, YAO 39,

FRILIP (enroute from Rikint on a echeduled ferry trip) and the

enall creft present in the area, Sinse edditionsl ‘onpacity was

required, AINSWORTH was ordered to Eniwatek. She departed from

Biking 25 1600 with arders to join the foruztion at sea.

Go ALL ehips sortied frau the lagoon before derk end took up

stations soubhenst of the atoll. At midnight EPPERsot departed her

patrol off Wide Entrance ani sct a course fer Ujelang. The first

VP-29 patrol efreraft reported negstive soarchresults and lanied

et Kwajalein, Ab G200 NICHOLAS reported on station as alraraft

control ship, §0 alles southesest of the shot atoll. By 0330 all

five VP-29 alrcreft had ocapleted their searches of the area and
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reported no contacta, SIOUX and YA 39 finished laying buoys and

reported on their ahot stations, The task group was ready for the

shot, bat te no avail, for the weather was deteriorating. At O542

word was received from the Task Fores headquarters on Parry that

HECTAR had been cancelled for the day. Thus began a series of

five oorties in all before RZCTAR was detonated, three before YANKEE,

and two afterward, with NECTAR the final shot deepite ite early

resdiness.

10, EFPERSON wes recalled from Ufelang. AINSWORTH wae ordered
beck te Bikint. After daylicht the chipe re-entered the leccon and

enchored. CTG 7.3 and his staff left ESTES ent, efter couferences

on Parry Ielani, boarded en afreraft for return to Bikini. dust

prior te take-off word was received that the weather forecast had

inproved, end en atterpt would be msde agin to fire MECTAR next

mornings The TG 7.3 eperstions center in ESTES was reopened,

AINSSORTH ordered to tarn around and steam for Eniwetek again and

the NECTAR schedule repeated. SIOUX and YAG 39 Isid encther string

ef {all-cut buoys to windward of thoee laid the dey before, still

wrecovercd. By 2000 all ships were again clear of the lagoon,

FRILIP had sailed for Rikinl on the ferry run ond REXSHAX wes now

making the westbound trip from Bikini to Enivetok, Agein VP-29's

afrcraft ecarched the arex. Shortly after aiddicht EPPERSON had

barely teken her departure for Ujelang, when the word cams “Hi¢TAR

delayed 48 hours", AIHSHORTH wes erain turned around and sent

back to Bikini, and EFFSiSON recalled. Patrol afreraft were er~
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dered te return to tuse where the lest ons landed at 0522, At

Gaylight SIGUX and EFPENSCH commenced to search for fall-out buoya,

to be joined later by TARAKONI when she had returned the *hot#

drone ship, YAG 40, to her mooring in the lagoon. At daylight

other units re-entered and anchored. CTG 7.3 and his partial

staff returned to the CURTISS at Bikini, where preperetions for

YARKES were continuing. It was now 3° April ent YANKEE was

scheduled to be ready on 5 Haye

21, & 3 Hey a third sortie for NECTARwas carried cut. This

tine £9TzS wes required at Bikini for tests tn comection with

readying YANKEZ, so CTG 7.3 set up a temporary comand pest ashore

on Parry Island. Two ef E5TES* afr controllers vere trensferred

te the TG 7.4 AOC en Entwetok Ialand te eseist in control of the

107.4 aircraft from thet point rather then ESTES, 09S LED was still

in the ares, end hai been joined by two cther Ititerente, USS

AREQUIPA (AF-31) amd USS NAVASOTA (A0-106). These; coupled sith

LST 551, were considered capable of carrying out the eaergency evaca-

ation of Eniwetok should £6 becomes necessary, Wo fall~cut buoys were

leidy Project 2.$8 bed exhsueted ite supply on the two previous

RECTAR atteapte end efforte Yo recover the buoys hed act been sun-

eeaful. The ships departed tie lagoen by 2000 and proceeded to their

shot, time stations, except EPPERSON who took up her patrol of Wide

Entrances. Patrol aircraft searches were uxierway. At 2100 it was

learned that two LOfs, menned by naval persmnnel sttached to TG 7.2

and under control of the Army Task Group, were cissing. Lt 45 had

a are
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failed to return from e sceop of the chain of izlands begun carlier

in the day, and wes long overdue, She was still sfloaty her ouxe

awein could be heard repestedly broadcasting requests far a radio

check, but hie radio receiver apparently was not functioniag, ani

he did ast give his position, Because of a re,ort thal a vessel,

possibly an Loi, had been observed in dide intrance, LGi 48 had been

dispatehed by the apag to search there for the 46. It in turn gob

inte diffiaulties and radie contact with it waa lest. ds all hands

effort to locate the two boats was begun. AL 2300 EPPERSGH, onterad.

in fow her patrol to search the Wide Entrance, found LCH 48 anl joned

i& te its soaring. ab aidnight on air Forve helicopter passed over

LGé 48 ond the boak caxsmain reported the feet on his radio and

finally gave his approximate position. The helicopter was advised

ead orbited over the boat antil another TG 7.2 LGi tock it in tow,

Two ¥C-3 aircraft, scrambled te aid in the search, returned to bese,

aad BPPEASCH Left the lagoca and heeded for Ujelang. A feu minted

Laer SsCTAR was agein postponed uben the weather forecast tboceme

unfavorable. All unite were ilrected to discontinue the achedule for

the night. The chips remained at sea and returned to the lego

after caaylight. it was sow 4 Hay, YANKEE minus-one day, and the

weuther, while aot fevorable for a ahot at Eniwetok, appeared suit—

able for one at Bikini. Flans were mide for an early trip to Bikini

ami the Task Group conmaander sad his EicTsH staff left mniwetok ab

0800 te return to GUKTISS for Y.NKER

jute °
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12, ‘The YANKRS sortie was coniusted without antowand incident,

bat on a delayod basis, By 1830 4 May all ships except ESTAS ware

at wea axi on their chot time stations. ESTES was anchored off Bnyt

snaiting the arrival of the LGis carrying the firing party fron

the shot barge. They were experiencing difficultica with the

firing eireait to ESTES and delayed thelr departure to rempdy:the

treable. MOLALA was in position to the northeast of the atoll with

the two Ya0s, preparing te debark the YaQ 40 crow ent lezve Yad 39

manned and in control, YWA-29 aircraft were airborne ani carrying =“

owt the pre-chot search plan. Ry 193 the firing party was aboard

ESTES, the Ldts moored to buoys off Enye ani thelr crows picked up.

4STES* selling wee still delayed while work continued onthe Cring

ciresits at 2100 she was underway, ani left the lagoun. Ry side

might ell patrol eireraft bed lenied al Kwajalein, reporting the

search soctor clear of mipping. At C140 two C-97s, ordered to

¥7-29 fee 0 epeciel fall-oub raft leying project for the 422, tock

off at Kwajalein, About an hour later CITF SEVEN requested that

ehina move out to 5¢ alles from the detonation point, with a change

of bearing to the westward, except for ESTES, who was to remain in

her essigned station and acve after the shot. NICHOLAS, acting

es aircreft control ship 50 ailes from Bikini and slightly sorth

ef west, was anicted south to a westerly besring end xcred cat to

a rence cf 90 alles. s& 0330 the YAGQ debarkation was completed ani

KOLALA headed south te jain the tesk group. The formation stoancd

queen 1%
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on station, the weather remained favorable, omi at 0610 5 Kay,

YiNKSE was fired.

13- Ab about 0700, shea the danger of iamediate fall-out had

poseed, the ships were ordered te close their range to Bikini end

stand by for re-entry. When BAIROED reached a» point ten miles

from Haya she leunched helicopters ani the initial RadSefe survey

began. «hea reporte of the survey were in 16% appeared thal the

lagoon water was too “hot” to peril a general return of the chips

that night and a ccaference was called in ESTES to discuss the

situation, The Task Goup Coomanier end his Operations Officer

transferred to E5Ts5 by highline for the conference, There it wes.

decided that KOTES would return to Eniwetok theb aight, first

aaking an exchange of peasongers with the other major ehipa, ona

that otbeyr units would spend the aight at sea, st 1600 BAIROKD,

CURTISS, ESTES and RELLs GOVE entered the lagoon and anchored off

Bayt. BELLE GROVE put boste inthe water sod comleted the passe

ger transfer. 46 1930 ESTES was andermay and left the lagoon,

follosed hy the ether units, By 2040 the lagoon was again empty.

The asips rensined ot sea until daylight, when they closed the

atoll and carried out the re-entry plan. fy 0615 the lest ship

wes in. The day was spent in conferring with oommanding officers

oa their roll-up responsibilitica, and that night CUiPISS sailed

for Baiwetek. Upon her arrival there next morning, the TPask Group

Coaaander and his steff moved ashore to furry Island and reopened

the headjwarters thers for the final phase of CASTLE,
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1s There followed a woek of roll-up planning and activity

wWaike the Task Force again waited for the weather to permit firing

RECTAN. On 1) May the fourth NECTAR sortie wos made. CTG 7.3 ani

a partial steff returned aboard CUSTI55 in the late afternoon, ‘the

sortie begen a few minutes later, and by 2130 all chips hed cleared

the lagoon. They bed no pre-shot scientific support tasks, so ell

procesded directly to their shot time stations. USS NAWAXAGGH

(A0G-53}, present es an itinerent, was sszigned a station well clear

ef the etoll. AIES@ORTE and BULLE GROVE, enroute from Bikini, were ¢

ordered to join the formstion at esa upon thelr arrival. At 2400

EPPERSON departed for Ujelenge s& OMS the lact search aircraft

lended at Brajelein and the expected fall-out area was reported clear,

1% CLOO CAP STEN advised that the westher outlookwas poor, 4% 0500

be announced that the shot had been delayed. Ths ships returned te

the lagoon at daylight, On 15 May HECTAR events were agein begun,

ani carried cub on substantially the saze schedule, MAUAKAGQH had

departed for Brajalein that day. This tine the favorable westher held,

and at 0629 on 14 May, HECTAR, the finel shot in the CASTLE series, was

detonsted, When the shock ware hat passed, unite eloced Eatwetok,

re-entered and by 0745 hed anchored in their evacuation stations, Ssfore

nightfall all danger of heavy fel-cuk had passed end CUNTISS ani ESTES,

released from Operation CASTLE, departed Eniwatok for 5en Francieco.

SIOUX and MOLALA put to sea that afternoon ond, with ¥P29 aircraft,

engeged in « epeciel water survey smi sonpling progren for the AEC,
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The rest of the tusk group was diligently clearing up its reoli-cp

tasks with a view to carly departure,
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BFFSCTS OF DELAYS

ie The last shot in the CASTLE schedule cs it was cantempleted

a the comancensnt of the operational period was to be detonated on

22 spell. MEOTAR, the last chot sctuslly fired, was detonated approx

isstely three weeks after that date, on 14 Hey. In retrospect the

extension of the operation for three weeks bayend ite planned length

wes not a considercble delay, A delay approsching that length ef

tims was not entirely unexpected. Ferhape the most elgnificsmt ef- -

fects that the elensnt of delay had upon the Navy Task Group vere

attirubtabls more to the lack of any firs knoxleize as to when the

Operation would end, than to the delay tha’ actually occurred, The

added factor of the delays on iniividusl chots contributed substant~

felly to the Huryts problems during CASTLE, ,

2. Ae the Operation continued on with its end not in aight,

sai shots were postponed agein and again because of unsetisfactory

weather, apprehensions were fel& for a nosber of reesons, Esny tark

group shipe wore due for shipyard overhaul in lsete Nay o@ early dune,

Some were scheduled for other employment, notably the for DBEs of

Becart, Deatroyer Division Twelve who were te deploy to the Far Kast

in duns. The material condition of all units was deteriorsting. Lack

of repair facilities and the impossibility of scheduling sdequate per

fods of upkeep, due in part to the many shot postponements, began te

be felt {nm April and had an increasing effeat es time went on. Ships

begen to suffer mechanical failures: LST 762 was released from CASTLE

ay 178
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and limped home far repairsy the ATFs and DUES begen to report

aiffieulties, Many hed minor gear that was inoperative and act re-

pairehle until spares could be obtained, Alreraft engine hours

beilt up and epproached allowable opereting limits. Stores laid

on for a 120 day operating period began running low. Logistics

Feoblens multiplied, bilistments and chligated active duty periods

for a substantial nasber of essential task group personnel were close

to ruming out. The lack of recreation for the large aunbers of neval

personnelwhose ships eeléoa left Bikini except to go te seahed mn

adverse effect oa morale which, though elight, threatened te becons ‘

a major problem.

3e Aw’ ACurned cub most of the difficulties that the delay

broaght inte elght were never actually realised, ‘fhe weather pare

aitted the shots to be fired before the problems reached a serious

magnitate, Mosk ships were able to sail in tine toaceb thelr eam

mitmentss by ubilisation of the celey periois for partial roll-up the

sajority ef then were able to lesve for their home bases much sooner

after the final shot than hai been planned, A411 nere in assed of

extended periods of continacus upkeep upon arrival ot their bases. A

feu personnel were flown te the United States for discharges the num-

bera due for relesse did act becans significant until June and most

ebipe hed conpleted redeployment early that month. The lack of

recreation ceased to be felt on 1, May with Hacrak fired ani the

prospect in sictt of a quick departure fron the forward area,
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4 The delays on individual shots, accompanied as they were

ty frequent sorties followed by postponement, multiplied the taske

of mang task group unite. A considerable aumber of them had to com

mence scheduled operstions on alnus two day or early on minus onc to

permit eanpletion before shot tims, notably the «TFs supporting sclen~

tific projects, and the pstrol sjusdron at Keajalein, All ships hai

to prepare early on minns one day for sortie from the lagoon. Fou~

teen actual sorties were cerried out in getting off the six CASTLE

shots3 preparations were carried owt to a considerable extent on é

several other cocasions, To mect the citastion the task group was

maintained in a abate of constent readincss, ond preparatory oper

etions originally scheduled for ainus two day were sodified so that

they sould be comsenced on minus alts the conctantly changing eitustion

Fequired extran flexibility of the task group. Logistics wore oonpli-

oated. Supply ships end tankers carrying task force cargoes had to

pat in at Kwajalein to await a break in the schedule to perait thas

te proceed te mnivetok without getting involved fin shot operations,

Unloading st Bikini had to be carried out hurriedly; complicated fuel-

ing plans were neceasary to keep ships supplicd and ample stocks on

hand. Froper upkesp became impossible. ‘The task group successfully

accomplished its CASTLE mission only by virtueof long hours of hard

labor, and the determination, reflected throughout all unites, that no

CASTLE shot would be delayed on account of the Marvy.
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SECURI TY

BADGES
==

1. The security badges system for eontrolling the entry of

personnel to sensitive areas at Eniwetok end Bikini went into ef-

feet on 23 Jamary 1954, The areas of particular interest to Teck

Group 7.3 where badges were required for admission were Parry Is-

land at Enivetok Atoll and Exinasa Ieland (ani the emaller islenis

joined to 4¢ by a causeway ant forming the airstrip) at Bikial Atoll.

2, Ydeally, no one was to de perwitted entry to either of

these islands without a Ynige, Astually, since the fxek Greup 7.5

security office where the badges were mafe and insted was located

on Parry Island, Task Geoup security officers vere authorised te

fesue temporary permite to personnel vithout dadges permitting thes

to lend on the island anf proceed unter escort to the badge office.

There a temporary badge, good for a maxinnn of five days, vas issued

to an eligible individual pending completion of his permanent CASTLE

badge. To be eligible for a badge an individual had to hold a valid

AEG “Queen” Clearance, or have been granted an interim atlitary clear-

ence for access to Top Secret material, pencing processing of his

"Queen" clearance application, Military Police personnel of Task

Group 7.2 enforced the badge aysten, controlling the mvenents of

personnel to and from sensitive areas,
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3. The numbder of Task Group 7.3 personnel who wuld require

Iv

continucus or frequent accecs to Parry or Xninnen Islands was esti-

Bated before the deployment of naval unite. % the extent that

time persitted arrangesents vere nae for them to reesive thelr

betges prior te departure from the United States, or Lreediately

after their arrival at Eniwetok. - Is zany cases hawever, sash

sfvence arrangements were not possible, dus largsly to the lete

nouination of sone ships and units for CASTLE, and to the delays

inherent in the task of assembling and walling clearance applications;

and clearances, tedge requests, photegraphs ané badges, at a tine

when many task foree units were in the process of departing for the

forwaré area, As a result o sadstaatial number of naval persenne)

arrived in the forvard area with “Queen" elearmncesnot yet completed,

and their dedges not yet requested. In most cases the lack ef a

"Queen" clearance wae renedied temporarily by cronting an interia

silitery Top Secret clearance, Wut tue lack of badges placed a heary

workload on the Task Group 7.5 Badge Office, in iesuing both teapo-

rery end pernanent badges to the sane individuals. As the Cperation

progressed it became aprarent that toc many “Queen” clearances had

Been requested for task group personnel, ani that there was auch in-

consistency in the sunber requested By ahips of the sane type.

Recommendations to remedy thie sitastion have been incorporated in

the CTS 7.3 Final Report.
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Kh. «A pumber of inoidents arcee during the early operation of

the badge system in which the necessary movencnt of naval personnel

in the forward area was severely, end unnecessarily, hindered, One

affected the eperation ef the Bikint fighter aircraft detachnent,

three alreraft and personnel of YO-3, attached te BAIBOKO, ‘the

three aircraft vere flown off ‘BAS ROXO ae she vas arriving at Hkint,

Thay lenéed on the BMkinl airstrip, vhere the pllots vere net by

security Hilitary Police, YWo-} was one of the unite nominated too

late to complete sll security requirements, and the pilots did act i

have badges, Thrsy were placed under restraint and, efter inter

rogation, eecorted from the island and returned by boat to BAIRD,

whieh had by then entere@ and enchored in the lagoon, The pilets

end equrdron maintenance personnel were then deniedaccess to their

aircraft. Thies stringent enforeenent of the security system was dune

to « loeal interpretation of Commander Joint Tack Tores SEVEX security

raguletions by aflitery police rersennel at Bikini, ° Since the per

eonnel involved had been granted interin Top Secret clearances pends-

ing rroceseing of thelr *Qrceen® clearanceas, the tusk Group Security

Officer, CORR. A. Kare, USER, obtained badges for them at Perry,

flew with them to Bikini and resolved the situation by issaing the

badges.

5. A eiatlar situation developed with respect to transient naval

personnel attespting te rejoin or report to their unita at Bikini’,

They arrived in the area, usually by air, on Eniwetok Island. Frou
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there they trevelled by ship, or on the C-H7 alr shuttle, to Bikini,

Iv

If they travelled by ship, there vas no problen, since they could

reach their shins without eny need to land on Tninewan Island, However,

many of thee rode the 0-7 shuttle te Bikini. Kost were not badged,

mor were they eligible for tadges, since they held only Secret allitary

clearances, Again, vhan the firet unbadged transient personnel

began arriving at Mkini esiretrip they vere placed under restraint,

f{aterrogated, and finelly eecorted, under quard, to the boat land

ing. Thie situation was resolved by mutual acreenent betveen the f

headquarters concerned that transient naval persence] travelling

under orders, bat without badges, would as a routine matter be

escorted between BMkini airstrip and the boat landing without being

viewed vith suspicion,

VALVERS
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6. Several Task Group 7.3 units were nominated for CASTLE so

 

late ae to render futile any atteapt to obtain "Qusen® Clearances for

their essential personnel, ‘These were the relief L9fs, 25 and 1146,

ordered up as temporary raplacenents for the two regularly aecigned

LSfe when they were laid up for repairs, anf the unite connected with

Project 3.4, the Bareau of Ordnance mining project, a late effi tion

te the CASTLE program, These latter were USS SHEA, USS RECLAINTR,

LST 1157, kxplosive Ordnance Disposal Unit One (KOMN=-1), and a detash-

ment of Faval Beack Group One. All were orieredé to participate fa

GASTLE vell after deployment ef the task group hed begun. fines ft

was iged that “Qnsen"® clearance processing normally requires a

wn 18h
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miniwam of 90 days, and usually 120 days, C™ 7,3 decided, with con-

enrrence by GJ? SEVEN, to waive the "Queen" clearance requirenents

for personnel of these unite, Secret clesrances were issued, and for

those who qualified ené required badges, interim or de faato Top

Secret clearances were granted, Ho attezpt vas mde to procees thes

for “Queen” clearances.

7. After the opsretion was well under vay, OJTF SIVEY requested

that Task Group Commanders onuse atill pending “Queen* clearance re- .

quests from their personnel be reviewed with a view to possible canesl-

lation, om the possible prezise that {¢ night now have dBecone evident

that some of the individuals 414 aot require “Queen” clearances, ‘The

Task Group was canvaseed anf wone twenty-five euch persons were located,

fovever, before agreeing to cancellation cf their requests, Cis 7.3

. stipulated that the initial investigation, consisting of the agency

record check, first be completed in ench caee, and the individual's

command notified of the result, If this were not done the cancel-

lation would leave the intividual present in the area in violation of

the Task Force requiremant that all personnel he cleared at least

through Secret. His Commanding Officer gould not have a fawrable

Rational Agency Check on which to base the required Secret clearance.

SROUEETT BISES
& As clearance requests which were still pending vhen their

gabjecte arrived in the forward area were proeessed, a exall number

of personnel coneidered to be potential security risks were éisccvered

ané transferred from the Tack Force, An unfortunate ané important

instance of this type cecurred in the case of the Commanding Officer
a
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of one of the ships, After operetions had commenced a yeport vas

received from the AX Indicating poasible suspect astivity on the

pert of a relative, together with indications thet a "Queen" clearance

would not de grented, Due to the highly sensitive mature of the

ship's alesien, O13 7,3 had no alternative but to request the Chief

ef aval Personnel to order the Commanting Officer's innsdiate

transfer fron his commend and from the area, This was done, and the

shipfe Kreeutive Officer acsuaed aomvand until the arrival of the

ship's new Oommending Officer, In @ later case of a sinflar nature,

{involving an Aasietant Gonmunioation Officer of ancther ship, the

situation was reselved by hie transfer te lese sensitive dutios ia

hie ahip, rather then from the area.

3. The decovery of a dlary belonging te an enlisted nan

" attached ta one of the ahipe brought about bie prompt renoval fron

the area, Vhiile aries vere not specifically banned by GEF Seven

G&reatives, the eatry fa then of Qate of a classified nature vas

prohibited, at least implicitly. The diary in question was dis-

covered in a crews’ compartzent and turned in to tha Commenting

Officer, While the diary as yet contained no prohibited statenents

beyond the projected date for the firet thermonuclear ehot, its owner

had stated in it his inteation to recerd whatever events of Operation

CASTLE he vould witness or ethervise learn ahent. Basing hie action

eon thin expressed intention, hie Commanding Cfficer trensferred hin

f{emediately wron arrival at fniwetek, an a poor security risk, efter

=! ”
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revoking his Seeret clearence and obtaining a signed termination etate-

ment, fhe man departed the area under orders to report te the acarest

Bevel Receiving Station in the ccatinental United States. Since he

had been certified as a good security risk earlier to Commander in

Chief, U.S. Pagifte Flest, CinCPacKlt was notified of hie changed

status end transfer, CiniPae directed that the xan be transferred

to » station remote from the U.5, until the end of CASTLE, to guard

against any possible accurity violation, The man reached Receiving

Station, Sen Francisco before he could te intersepted, but was imnee,

diately moved agein, thie tine te a Maval activity on Guan,

16. Beosuce of alleged homosexual tendencies of five enlisted

persomnel, {¢ became necessary to revoke their security clearances

and trasefer then to Vaval Stetion, Kvajalein, pending completion

-of the operational phage and review of the investigations,

SKOURIGY VIOLATIONS

 

il, ‘arly in Pobruary a menbder of CURTIES* ehips Gompany, oa

tenporary duty with G90 7,5, reported that during the fueling ef a

DDE by CURTISS an Bikini Lagoon he bed observed two Ladividuale oz

the BDE photographing the operation, VWhen a cheek revealed that ne

photographing had bean enthorized ef thie time, CT 7.3 reported the

alleged incident te ComOortDesDiv 12 and requested an inveatigstion.

& Doaré wae convened on USS EPPERSON. The findings of the board vere

that there vas no desis in feat for the charge, mo evidence could be

found to substantiate the report of unauthorised photegrephy. iInci-

mn
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dent to the investigation a surprise looker inereation wan conducted

Iv

om EPPRRS and some fila, atposed and unexposed, wan fount in an

enlisted man's locker, The film wae deliverea to CTF SXVEN developed

and found to contain no clagsified informtion.

12, Transient vessels entering the area to supply the Task

Yoree were briefed on security requirements before arrival, Tw

minor secarity incldentc arose aboard them early in the operation,

both involving the sale of cazcras in ships’ stores, On one ship

& canera vas actually sold to a crew mexder of a task group ship, £

VYhen the man tured in the comere to his Commanding Officer for

castody until the end of CASTLE, the sale was reported to the Seek

Group Commander, Anether transient ship entered the area vith cameras

on display in its ships store. Arrangements were oede to supplenceat

‘the pre-arrival briefings by a briefing by the Bogriing Offieer upon

ezch transient vessel's arrival at Enivetek, end ae. further incidents

of this kind eecurred,

13. The security progrem within the tack exemp was mst suc-

eesful. Cnly one letter waa referred to in the prees, It was written

hy a Corporal Pen Whiteker of the Herine Corps, Yhitaker viewed shot

BRAVO from Kwajalein and thé sabsoquent arrival there of aatives

evacuated from Pongelap, Utirik and Aflingnae, -finee he vas at mo

tine « member ef Tack Group 7.3; his Letter cannot be attributed to

auy failure in the security indoctrination program.



 

OPERATIONS
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1. <A verimary mission of fesk Group 7,3 wae to provide for

the security of the Eniwetok/Eikiat Danger Ares, Forces assigned

& sceomplish this mission were the four DPEs of Nscort Iestroyer

Avision Twelve augmented by Pc 15k6, Petrol Squatron Trenty~Fine,

a siz fighter aircraft detachment of Composite Squadron Three, and

the Exiwetok Underwater Petection Unit.

2. OF6 7.3%s ability to perform the security alesion vas

United vy the strength of the forces provided for the purpose, and

was still further reduced by the frequent diversion of security units

_to other cutios ae the Cperntion progressed. Witkin these linits,

effagtive security measures were carried out om very nearly the level

Planned for the Operation, although often af the expense of adequate

upkeep and treining.

Security

3. EPPERSOF, RICHCLAS, PRILIT, ETESEAV and FE 15h6, unler

Comaander Yacort Destroyer Division Twelve, formed the Surface Seo-

urity "nit, I¢ wis thie unit's mission te prevent wifriendly forces

from gaining intelligence of Operation CASTLE and to detect and

counter hostile action egainst any unit of Joint Task Force SETEE,

Patrol end escort vere the basic mans by which the alasion was

_ eccompli shed, The curface craft were reeronsitle for conédusting
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patrole in the coean area near the tvo atolis against any subserines

or surface penstration, Continuous patrol coverage around toth atolis

was not possible with the nuzber cf ahips avatiable, As the most

effective alternative the ships confusted interaittent patrols,

warying the pattern ef thelr movenents oo that hostile forces, if

any were present, could not takes advantage of an established tut

{necomplete patrol pattern. The patrole were centered ebout the mre

sensitive areas at each atoll, 1.6,, near shot sites and off Lagoon

entrences. Vhenever possible an in-port veseal ws stationed asa’

sonar picket inside a Lagoon entrence. The frequent absence of one

er mre ships on other ulesions mde this practice irregular, In

efdition te their evn patrole close inshore, the Tits and FO were

availatle to develep contacts farther out in the denger area when

‘reported by patrolling aircraft ef VP-29. Tarly in the Operation

a DDE intereepted anf diverted « Jepanene fishing yessel approaching

Enivetck, Other than this, no onauthorised surface veasele were

detected in the surface patrol area during the Operation. ‘Several

gonar contests were made; all were classified, after investigation,

as non-gubasrine,

kh, Surface escorts were provided fa all inter-atell movenants

of AKC deviess, utilising one or two screening ships, depending upon

the nunber availatio. ‘The escert destroyer division's iaitiel task

in CASTLE had Been to screen CURTISS on her January voyage inte the

forvaré area, fron a postition off Raval to "nlwetok. Yo other ship

   movenents vere e900 tea,
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5. ‘The surface security ships regulerly performed a variety

of minor functions concurrently with thelr patrol and escort tacks.

They furnished the primary Search and Rescue eurface potential at

woth atolls, although nover called upon to effect any rescues. On

each shot one DDE, ucuslly RENSHAW, vas stationed approximately mid=

way between the two atolls vith Air Foree Taek Group persomel and a

honing device aboard, to act as wntrol ship for Task Grou 7.3 air

ereft, and as a commenications relay, One DDE served as Plane guard .

for BAIROKSD at sea. during shot periods. Fighter alreraft at Eniwetok

were controlled in flight from one of the DDZs atationed there,

6, ‘The Surface Security Unit experienced a loss in effective

strength throughout the Operation of about 25 percent due to the

mecessity of diverting its ships te duties unrelated to security.

- The first such inaident took place when BIOHOLAS was dispatched on

28 Yebruary, fust prior to BRAYO, to assist in the sears for a

Ganderra bomber lest betwean Kwajalein and les Meeroe, She was re
tarneé te CT 7.3 eperational control on 3 Karch. For a coneideratle

period after BRAVO some of the Dike ware texporarily relieved of their

security duties and aesigned a variety of tacks necessitated by the

extensive post-BRAYO contamination im the area. PEILI? evacuated the

natives fron Rengelap asd Aflinginns. ESUSHAY was sent to Utirik

where she performed the saze task; and then was returned to the

eonteminated atelle to condust a radiclogical survey at lecations

where seaplane lendings were impracticeble, All BiEs, in their turn,
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were utilised aa ferry creft, carrying passengers and light cargo

detweon Eniwetck and Hkini during tho several weeks the Bikini

airstrip was closed or cperating on a restricted basis after BRAVO,

WICHLAS was sent into the conteninationed atoll area east of Bikini

en a apeaial survey mission. After the BPAYG effects had lessened,

eurfoes security operations wore returned to a nearly normal basie,

except for the oecasional exployment of a TOE to aasist in the searsh

for Project 2.50 fallout collector buoys, As noted earlier, PO 1546 —

epent consideratic tine at Ailingnae and Bongerik on KOON, UNION and

YAUKEE performing duties not eonncoated with security. On all five

WEOTAR sorties, EPPERSON was aesigned the duty of standing by near

Usjeleng Ateil to evacuate the natives there if severe racticactive

fallout was received, The effects of cver-euploynent of the DDte

‘faring the period following ABAYO wae felt througheat the renainéer

of the Operation, ‘the time lost fria planned upkeep and maintenanss

echedules wae never made up, and as cperations continued over a leager

period than had been planned originelly the shipe degen to exffer _

enginsering derengenents ef a sericus nature. All were repaired, how

ever, vithout outside aceictance, and little eperetiona: time less

remted,

Aircraft

7. Six FHU-Sy dey and night fighter slrorsft vere assigned to

the task gereup for intercept duties, The aircraft vith operating aad

support personnel were a part of Comporite Squadres Three and ten-
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porarily attached to BAIROKO for CASTLE, fo provide intercept

expabilities at both atolls three aireraft were aeeigned to each.

The Eniwetok element wee baged on the airatrip there with a DDE at

that atell performing fighter control duties, Until EBRAW the

BMking eleaent we based on the Bikini airstrip under coatm) of

BAYROKO's GIG, OG officer personnel from both BAIROXO and CURTISS

were aacigned texporary duty throughout the Operation in the Taek

Group 7.4 Aly Operations Center at Euivetok, with the function ef

providing to BAIROKO and the Faivetok fighter control DDE up-to-date?

information on flighte transiting the area.

8. Yor BRAYO the Biking elenent was moved tack aboard BAIEOKO,

and prepared te oontact flight eperations from the CYR during the

period the stip was ontside the lagoon for the ahet. ‘thie clement

- was newer returned to Bikini, After BRATO it was impossible for the

wirereft to operate from the heavily contaminated airstrip. BATROKO

was needed inside the lagcon to condnet helicopter operations that

were absolutely essential te eontinustion of the teats, 1¢ wee con-

eluded that the intercept expability at Hikini could not be ecinteined

without sericaesly hindering the CASTLE program, and the three BMikiat

aircraft with their personnel were placed ashore at Enivetok ent

Joined with the three alrareft originally based there, The probable

ineffeativensss of these propeller drives aircraft had woéern eneay

Planes entered the area contributed te this decision, After BRAVO

ail six fightere continned to operate from Fnivetok.

Onomen
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9. Mehters vere ecrembled on four ocoasions, all in February,

te identify alr contacts thet could not be readily identified as

friendly, In each case the usidentified aircraft vas on a preseribed

Plight path, but ne Slight plea infornation was available at the tine

ef seronble, ‘vo on the presoribed air route from Enivetek te Haveli

fated before intereept could Be made. One wae identified as friendly

almost inuciiately after the serakble. One vas intercepted ang proved

to be a VP-29 aireraft on yatrel,

10, YPa29, with ite 12 P2v-6 patrol alreraft, wes deployed to

Kwajalein for eo tual miseton, as the Pacific reety futy mining squed-

Fon, and as part cf the CASTLE security forces. Under thie arrenge-

ment CTO 7,3 was to have eperational control ef 6of the streraft at

.@ll Cimes, and ef wll 12 during the 58 hours preceding CASTLE abnte.

The 6 afveraft thue freed from CASTLE perlodically were to train st Suan

for their mining wissisn, Thie we done until BRAVO when intensified

GASTLE duties placed upon the equedron precluded continuation of the

training at Guan,

IL. VPa29's primry miosion im CASTS was to eonivet search and

“gnti-submarine patrols in the Exivetok/Bikiat Danger Area to detect

and assict in denying entry te any unantheri sed vegsels or sireraft,

Ad#ed to this migstom, and supplenting it te some oxtent in relative

Amyportance after BRAYO, was the ene to condnet reconnaissance flichts

te detect shipping in expected or actual radioactive falicut areas

éuring shot pariede and warn it out of danger.

 



  weet this combined requirenent standard armed ASY patrols

were flown in the Denger Area throughout the Operation averaging one

patrol every other night. In addition reconsaissancse flights were flown

preceding and following shots, The reconnaissance patrols covered tuo

eeators; the Danger Area, and the sector along the Dearing of the

predicted path of the radiceative cloud, f.e. the significent sector.

Initially the first recenneiesance flights took off from Kwajalein

early en ehot day minus tve, Sne aireraft sonrohed the Danger Area

continususly, relieving on station, until a few houre before shot tine.

One aircraft searched the signifieznt eeator on ninus two day, re-

turning to dbase upon completion of the search. This flight was re-

peated on minus one day, A third eignificant sector search was mide

by one alreraft on shot day, after the shot, if 14 was requested by

GST? BLYEH, Thies was the generel pattern of flights conducted for

the first shot,

13. As a rewult of the oontenination of the Japanese fishing

vessel Lacky Pragon which was caught in the widespread BEAYO fallout

despite ite position cuteide the predicted falleut area, the VFP-29

reconnaiseance tack was greatly increased on subsequent shote. ‘The

Taivetok Isager Area, vhich before CASTILE had Been enlargeé to includes

Bikini Atoll, wae further expanded, with a different area proscribed

depending uperm whether the shot wae to cocur at Bikini or Eniwetok.

The munder of alraraft to search the new arene was inerensed to three,

The signifiosunt sector was mow te be searched by tuo alroeraft, bring-

ing to a tetel of five the nunber of planes YP-29 had to put in the
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air for each shot time reconnaissance, The frequent delays snd post-

ponement of ehots and the short notice on which they were so often

fired made scarches on mis twe day imprectical; the tesk force

sometizes reaained in elzug two dey atotus continually for days while

awaiting a break in the veathsr. Coneequently the five plane ine

tensified searches were rede on pimus one day only, and efter a sket

{f required. ‘ven then aircraft conmenced many searches that were

called off after late shot postrenenents,. To reduce unnecessary flights

to the greatest possible extent reconnafasance takeoffe were deferred

until about 1330 on minus one day, Fo further oontemination of

itinerant vessels near the cuger area cocurred during CASTLE, he

@ precautionary messcre C93 7.3 was authorised to aesuce operational

control of naval vessels passing through the falicut area t divert

' thes if necessary before or after a shet, ;

1h, Along with the fserenee in Feconuaissange flights BRAVO

effects brought additional eapleyment to the patrol equadron in the

form of three radiologtaal survey flights over the atoll aren te the

oastward on BRAVO plus one day and a sinllar flight through the Gilbert

Telands on BRAVO rlus five daye. These fiights, condined with a shot

day signifiannt secter search oaploying two aircraft, a flight in

eupport of Projeat 2,58 on shot day plue twoand the task ef furaishing

aerial escort fer a device movement from Eniwetok to Bikini on ERAY

plus two days required that CT] 7.3 retain control of more than the

six alroraft originally intended fer fulltime OASTLE amployment,

HOaw rte
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Continued greater exployment of the squadron after BRAV® led to abandon-

mant of the 6 plane concept, and all 12 alroraft vere operated there

after in supzport of CASTLE,

15. As an additional phase of its seourity mission the patrol

equadron provided oontinuous aerial escort of all AEC device novre-

sents between Eniwetok and Bikini, VP~29 aircraft escorted SURTISS

eon the last leg of her January woyags to Ynivetok.

16. A epectal misaion was assigned the squadron in support ef —

the ARG World Wide Fallout monitoring procran, It required extended

flights over the devnwind atoll areas both b-fore and after each ehot

for airborne monitoring purposes. In addition eight epecial Zlights

were made in support of an AKO dealth and Safety Labtoratezy preject

instituted after the BRAVO fallout experienes,

Underwater Detestion Unit

17. ‘arbor entrance protection in the fora of an underwater

hydrophone {netallation was provided eanly at Katvetok Atell, The

high cost ef thue guarding the two Bikini entrances nilue shortage of

equipment end trained personnel led to a decision not to establish

euch a system at Bikini. ‘The Eatwetokr installation funstioned

efficiently throughout the Operation with no attempts at unanthori sed

entry into the lagoon detected. The frequent diversion of surface

security vessels to other employment sonevhat vitiateé the UDU's

effectiveness, since exch a syetes enn only éetect anf partially

evaluate suspect contacts, At times no sarface veesel with ASW

oapadilities was available to support the UDU.

 



 

18. Seren scientifie projects included in the Task Group 7.1

effects test progres received individual support from onits of the

Revy Task Group in addition to the general support reniered by the

Boat Pool, the helicopter squedron ami all ships. Four projects

required substantial support involving the almost exclusive use of

epecifia task group unite and often imemsiitent support from cthersy

three were supported only by aimr forces. All the projects requir -

ing major support were Kevy sponsored, included in the Departmen’ af

Defense effects test progres,

Erojech

19. Praject 1.4 wae an Office of Naval Research sponsored study

of the bebevior of a shock wave in water by means of wrierwater

pressure vs. tins neseuresnts. Te perticipated in every shot excagh

mat. Navy Tusk Group assistance was required to lay bucys, moor,

service and recover instrument cans and record dats telemetered to

an eircraft at shot tim. OYPSY, a scivage liftine vessel canstrusted

en an LSH hall, a Navy manned PLY-2 alreraft equipped with telenstex-

ing devices, ons of the five task group ATRs ani a berge, FC 10Gl,

were asaloned to the task group te support this project. A Boab Pool

LOE was modified for the Project's use ty adtition of wooden decking,

a guard reil ei a eeall cranes. Ey a special effort ShipaAlt Ak50-45

was completed to imorove GIPSY's lifting ezpabllity before the eperstion.

198

(ieieeieeineinete:| 41
 



 

Project personml requested that a barge be made available for their

use, after they had conducted prelininary mooring and recovery tests

in Gheeapeake Bay in October 1954. YC 10G1 wes assigned to the task

groap for this purpose. COMPA was the ATF usually assigned to the

Project, although SIOUX, APACHE and PRCAKORE assisted upon occasions,

2eCLAIMER, whose primary function was support of Project 3.4, rendered

sone last siaute assistance when it bocans necessary for the Project

to make an all out effort on UHION.

20. Soon after her arrival in the forward crea QIPSY reported

that she was developing cevere of extonsive cracks in hull and bulk-

heats with the result that she had only one frech water task et122
capable of carrying potable water. She eontimed working with the

Project, while her difficulties were studied. A representative of

Pearl Harbor Baval Shipyard flew to the forward area to inspect OIPSY.

Te was finally decided that she should be replaced, ani ancther ARSD,

the URIDER, wes ordered in to relieve her. HEADER arrived ca 23 March

emi GYPSY departed the 26th. for shipyard repairs. IJronieally, it

was considered likely that the Shipslt installation was partially

responsible for her difficulties,

2. Im the rough Lagoon waters supporting units experienced

considerable difficulty in hantling the moorings ami five ton instru-

ment cens eA4 in ourking alonzeide the cans in amall boats. HESER's

lack of the lift espability that the shipelt provided to GIPsY was

peactially responsible, ani the design of the moore made them difficult
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2. Project 2.$a, involving radioactive fallout stuiies conducted

ty the U.S, Naval Radiological Defence Laboratory, received heavy and

exacting support from the teek group. Two ATFs, APACHE ani SIOUX, were

exployed almost fall time in the Project. It was their task to lay free

floating den buoys equipped os fallout ecliectors dowmrind froma the

detonation point outside the lagoon, than relocate thes after the shot

and recover thea, In case of a shot postponeent it nas necessary that-

the buoys be recovered, serviced ant replanted, iunediately if the post-

ponent was a brief one, ith the grest number of poctponencita that

occurred in CASTLE this task became a heavy one. Sven though the buoys

were eqaipped with special radio trensnitters, ani the ATFs with special

radioc direction finder equipment, the bucys were hard to locate, The

adie aignal eaitted by the buoys weekencd greatly after several hours

in the water, axt was not of vary great assietamein the hunt, Vi-29

eiroreft ani the security DDE ware often called upon to help ia the

search when they could te spared froa other, sore pressing duties.

Once Located, the buoys were hard to handle in the rough seas. Ths

handiing problem was made more difficult by the design of the antennas

that projected from the tops of the buoys; shaped like short usbrells

spokes the antennae endangered the eyes of persomal hendling the

buoys and were thenselves easily damaged. Fallout studies inside the

lagoon were made by means of raft-barne collectors. A crene-ejuipped

LOU handled the refts. Despite the difficulties involved overy effort

AFWUHO 



was asde to aszist this Project in the successful accamplinshnsnt of

ite misaion, It was coneidered the most vital of those aponsored

by the Department of Defense,

23. An interesting developaent involving this Project was the

discovery by buoy hunting ships as the operation progressed that

sharply defined pattarns of low level radioactive contasination

existed in the cosan area fer downwind efter a shot, in the water

iteelf. On the NECTAR shot, with all their fallout buoys expended,

persomel of this Project assisted AEC Health anf Sefety Laboratory

personnel in a stoty of the phenomenon, with the aid of SIOUX, NOLALA

exci VP-29 aircraft, mnitoring exi plotting the conteninsted areas

eni obtaining water somples for andlyals.

Exosoch

Zhe The Havy Buresa of Orinanes had obtained ‘approval late in

the CASTLE planning period for inclusion of a prograa to test the

neutralising effect of high yield detonstions on naval mines, - Pro-

Sect 3.4. The chips SHEA, a light minelayers RSCLAIER ao salvage vessels

and LST 1157, with tao Lie from Naval Besch Croup Cie, ani Explosive

Ordnance Disposal Usit One were assigned to the task group specifically

to support the Project. Arriving lete in the Operation, the project

perticipated in only one shot, UIICN, The initial intention was to

make @ preliminary test by planting « few ainea on one shot with the

main effort on « later one. Uncertainty over the shot schedule led

to the deciaionte dispense with the initial test, ani on UNION the

HE 
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ships laid inside the lagoon seven stringa of mines (123 in all),

Plaster filled but with complete mechanisms, One hundred mines were

recovered after the shot, many of them conteminated, All obviously

danagea nines were jettisoned after careful examination and photo-

gephy; forty-eight in gool condition mere returned to Pearl Harbor

for study. All recovery work was caupleted befare YANKEE,

25 Project 6.4, the Savy Burean af Ships sponsored project for

proof testing atomle warfare coum-ermeasures, has received extensive

coverage in CTG 7.3 Final Heport, and some in the Rediclogical Sefety ;

chapter of this installment, so a description of the Project ie omitted

here. The drone ships, YsG-39 ami TAG-40, espeoielly reactivated Crem

the Heritime Adainistration *mothball" fleet, were necessarily devoted

nearly exclusively to this Project. They were however used for ancther

perpooe, at least in planning, when their evacustion potential was

depended upon in some of the eerlicr RICTAR norties, therehy persit-

ting other units to centinue essential work at Bikini, YAQ 39 was

actually employed in an early HSOCTAR sortie laying fallout buoye for

Froject 2058, As temier to the YAQs, KOLALA was emloyed almost ex-

slusively on Project 6.4, assisted at ehot times by TASALOML, A PavS

especially equipped to control the drones was used entirely on this

Project. Two helicopters of Hih-362 were also fitted with drone son-

trol gear to back up the P2V§ if necessary.

gupper’

2. Boat roal boxsts ascisted two of the three projects requiring

minor support. Froject 1.6, 8 stinty of water waves sponsored by the
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Seripps Institution af Oceanography, re,ulred an LG! especially equip-

ped with decking, davita, a stern anchor ant a fathoneter te lay

pressure-time guages on subcwrged coral heads in Bikini Lagoon, Stanford

Research Institute's Froject 3,2 used an LOU modified by installation

of a portable fathoneter, a gyro-conpass with three repeaters and &

tent wire souniing real to make accurate fathaneter surveys of the

BRAVO, UNION ani KOON craters. This .CU wes also used in routine

duties with the portable special equipment enporarily removed, A

Project 6.6 station at Rongerik Atoll was operated during USION end

YAEESS by Project personnel who lived on FC 1545 and serviced the sta-

tien during brief periods ashore on contasinetid-iniasetok Ielend,

PO 1546 was stationed ab Roagurik on these teo shots with personnal

ef this fvans Signal Laboratory Project aboard, tegether with air Foros

personnel who operated the Rongerik weether station in the sase mamer,

 

Ze ROLE GROVE moved three barge loaied devices from Ezinetok

to Bikinis those for ACEO, UNION and YANKEE, IST 762 moved the device

for BaVO, axl LST 551 portions of the one for HM, siace thay were

not somted on « barge ont, es equipped, could be better transported

by LST. CURTISS, especially mdified to transport and store material

of this sort, carried portions of several deviess between the two atolls.

LB

Ze =A etudy of the chot barges’ configuration as compared to

BEILE GSOVE's well dimmatons coniueted long before the operstional
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period begea had led to the conclusion that movement of the barges

in BELLE GOVE wes practicable. Some adaptation was necessary, and

since the design of the barges was alreaiy fixed, the adantetions

were made in BOLLS CROVE. Frier to her deperture from 3an Disgo the

efterzsection of her super~deck (over the well), was resoved and

left behind. Two sore sections of this deek were taken off at Ini-

wetok aud stored on Perry Island until the end of the Operation, By

retaining thsae two sections until her arrival ia the forward area

BELLE GROVE was eble to ezerry a largcr portion of the Boat Pool's

spares ani equipment. A special eribbing end shoring had to be in~

stalled in the well before ezch barge was leaded, a4 removed after

the barge was discharged, The removal of the superdeck throughout

most of the Operation hanticapped personnal based on BELLE GROVE,

since by its remerel she lost her helicopter lanting platforn,

Ze Before BELLE GIOVE leaded a barge for actual detonation

purposes ahe hed benefitted by the exparience gainedin reheacesls

deseribed {n an earlier instalinent. ks & resultof thie experience

e etandard pattern was evclvad for device movemnats in BSLLE GIOVE.

Ga a typical movement alesion she transferred her Bat Poel peracnnel

and boats to BAIROKD at Bikial, received cargo leiden LCDs in her well

and left for Zaiwetok during the afternoon two days before the device

was required at Bikini. Upon exrival af Enixebok next morning she

anchored off Parry laland on a berth close in and well sheltered,

flooded dom and discharged her LCUs, pumped up and installel the

yd 



  

  

special cribbing, assisted by 7G 7.5 personml. then the oribbing

wae cocplete she again floaied dawn, took abourd up to two LCUs leaded

with cargo, ard then was ready to receive the barge. shortly after

noon the device barge was brought out, placed in position astern, and

warped into pluce over the special aribbing, Balle GOVE then pauped

up, inatallin; shores, chains end cables meanwhile to secure the barge

in the well, she was then ready for the movement to Bikini,

306 Ca arrival sf Bikini BELLE GIVE proceeded to the only satie-

factory lee the atoll afforded, that of Bikini Island, Once inside

the lagoca ashe co:wemsed Qlooding dow, iden she waa anchored and

ready to discharge the barge, seouing cables were cast loose and the

barge was started cub of the well by Lola. It was then taken in tow

by an ATF and delivered to the shot site cicre LOis secured it in

moorings prepered sarlict. ‘

i3E

SR. mwa typical LST devise movennt the asaiged vessel beached

on verry laland two days before the device wes required at Bikini, and

coomenced louding cargo to be carried in addition to the device, with

this loading ccoapleted next day about noon the device, loaded in its

especial trailer, was towed to the LST by tractor. The complete equip-

age, device, trailer and trector, was teken aboard the LST, secured

for the veyace with specially fabriested cables and chains ani screened

from observation by canvas amnings, The 1ST then retracted end sailed

that uftercon for Bikini. There the LS? becched on Enizmen Jeland ant
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en LCU beached alon-oide, The entire devise unit then was taken

from the LST, leaded in the LG, tranzportec to the shot island and

there disembarked.

Seourity During Kovement

32. All device moverents betveen atolls were excorted, In each

case @ Task Unit was formed, sommanied by the senior officer in the

vessels involved, composed of the ship transporting the devices, one

or more escort veesels, ani a VR-29 patrol afreraft. ‘The LST or LSD

received its eurface escort prior to the commencement of leadine, and ;

retained it until the device had been discharged. In the oase of LSD

rovenents the escorting vessel remained until the barge had left the

LSD, after which the normal security acasures in effect at Bikini pre-

vailod. For the Lor the escort was terminated «henthe device was off=

leaded at Eninnen. Security cuards for the device within the LSD oF

LST ware provided from CONTISS Kari detachment. It had originally

bean plamod that this be 6 responsibility of the Task Group 7.2

Military Police detachment, but use ef Harine Corpa personel, since

they were availahle, was considered eore appropriate, The Farins

guard relinguished the watch to Military Police personnel when the

device was discharged st Eninnm Jeland by an LST, bub ontinacd

guarding barge-loaded devices antil the pre-chot evacuation on shot

day minus-one. Enroute to Bikini the L&D or LST steased at maxinun

speed umier conditions af darken ship ami radio silence, without resert

to weeving or sig-aagzinge All ships in the Task Unit hed full boiler

, —_;ne : .
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35- Fortunately, no ship incurred damage on Mingan sufficient

to put 1t out of commesion, The only severe bottom damave incurred

by an LOT beaching was received by 1S¥ 551 at Rongorik early in the

operation. Lf 762 wee placed in upkeep status for 2) days to replace

an inoperstive main generator ent for other repaire, ani concluied

the eperation nit. @ broken min cheft, tub these cseualties were not

directly attributable to her repeated bezehings at Eninasn, But all

LéTs bed their operating efficiency iapaired ty spring bows, holed

holle, and vent serewe. ‘The aost significant beaching accident eb

Bikini occurred on BR.¥O ninns three days, when iST &25, beached and

felly laden with cargo beiny evacusted from Ininmwen, nas unable to get

off the beech, Efforts to assist her te retract were aneuccessful

until 36 hours later, at 1000 on B-2, when on a high tide, will all

eargo unlosted, the concerted efforts of two ATFs, 1§ Lote ani her

engines backing full freed her fros the beach. The ection of the

currents hed built up « sand bar under her, just forward of the starn,

while she wes lozding. This seme sandbar continued to add te the LSTs!

troubles throughout the perdod,

IGk Ss

3. «During the latter half of the CASTLE test series, radioc-

legical safety in the task group became a relatively minimm prob-

les, The task proupts experiences with rudifoactive contasinaticn in

BRAVO made all subsequent contacts with thie phenomenon appear minor,

es they ectually were in cocperiaon. Ne ships received any significant
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contamination from fallout on aither UNION, YANKEE or HECTAR.

Occoasional operations in slightly contaminated water were conducted

bet without £11 effect on either ships or personel, Som VP-29

aircraft received elight contenination in their post-chet flights,

as did some ef the HER~362 hilicopters,

Goofy

37. The Boat Pool Lous, end the two barges, YCV 9 and Yc lel,

that were customerdly moored or anchored in Bikini Lagoon during

shots were agein contesinated on UNION ond YANKES, The intensities /

after UNION averaged between 100 and 200 ar/hr, tut the contamination

wes particularly tenacious snd wae not materially reduced by selt

water flishing. Sapeated scrub-downs with strong solutions of deter

gents and lye ani wire brushing of “hot" apote brought the levels

doen sufficiently to perait operation of the craft on UNION plus three

days, The intensities efter YANKS were much higher, with average

readings of about 3 R/hr ani sane as high as 7 K/h. Initial decon~

tesination measures reduced the levals to « 350 ar/hr average, tut

thereafter intensive efforts reduced thea only very alomly. Camplete

deconteaninstion at this tine would have required extensive rencval of

the eurface paint or rust with rotary powered wire braches, This was

nob attenpteds the future employment of the craft made such an sxten-

elve operation unnecessary. Farther use of the two barges was not

contenplated. Ry the tims they reached Pearl Harbor under tow it was

expected that the combined action of radiosstive decay ani constant
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Washing by breaking seas would reduce the rediation levels to « point

where little or no shipyard decontamination would be necessary. ‘the

LCUs were required only for roll-up of Bikini and Rongerik, Thay

were decontaminated to an average reading of about 30 ar/hr, pernit~

ting their cross to operate then for chort periods of time without

acquiring too great dosages. the crews did act agein move back and

live aboard. By YANRES plus ten daye the LCUs were reading en average

of lO mr/hr. Decay during the period Croa their relesse from CASTLE |

te thelr resumption of operations elseahere was expected to reduce

their contamination sufficiently to preclude shipyard decontenination,

One was loaded aboard BELLE GROVE for shipment to Pearl Harbor, three

were left at Eniwetok to enait 11f6 to the western Pacific,
— .

36. Tne biggest deconteminstion problem presented to the task

group was that of the YsGs, for experimental purposes they were

purposely exposed to heavy fallout on three shots, ROMEO, UNION ant

YANXES, YAQ 39 was equipped with washdom gear, TAQ 40 was not. By

keeping the two anips in close company and operating the YAG 39 wesh-

down gear, comparison of contamination levels on the two ships served

te show the wuchiow: goor's effectivenesa. Deconteninetion after

each shot wes necessary to permit manned operation of the craft up

to shot tins minus a few hours on the subsequent shot, mi to get «

true picture of new contaminntion received. Initially both ships

wore operated as drones manecurered frou an airborne control station
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while in a fallout area. Diffioulty waz experienced in mancuvering

the two shipe close enough together to obtain a trae comparison.

YaG 39%s washdom gear was effective encugh in holding dom her con-

tamination levels to permit her to be manned by a skeleton crew

during the latter shots, This ws done successfully on both UNION

and YANKEES,

39. Decontasin:tion of the YAGe wes a wholesale effort sup-

ported by Largs ouzbera of personnel from other task group shipa.

The opsratioas were carried on with the YAGs at scorings in Eniwetok é

isgoon and ware essentially a large scale application of the nethots

e=ployed in decontauinating the Bost Pool toate, After YANKEE an

intensive decontaainution was carried out te permit the F4G crows to

live aboard on the retura voyage to the United States. By 25 Nay

average topside readings on YAQ 39 were dom to 7 or/hr with average

interior and below deck readings ef 2 mr/hr. It wasexpected that

these levels would be down te 4 mx/ar and 1 ar/hs respectively pon

arrival in Pearl Harbor, ani to 3 ax/br and 0.5 ax/br upon arrival

in San Francisco. YA 40's intensities were considerably highers

LO ac/ir topside and 6 or/hr inside ant below decks on 25 May. In-

tensities in these locations were expected to be 25 ax/hr snd 4 ar/or

Feepectively at Pearl Harbor, 15 ar/hr and 2 ar/hr at San Francisco.

Many Y.0 personnel had already received dosages in excesa of 309 Ry

CITF SEVSN erented pernission for them to socusulete larger dorsses

din order that the youage could be males YaO 39 personnel were expected
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to receive between 0.5 and 1 B on the trip to Peurl Harbor, rAd 40

personnel betucen 3 R ani § R. Their total dosages after the trip,

walle high compared to the Task Force Kaxinwa Permissible Exposure

of 3.9 BR, would be well below 15 R and would represent no health haze

erd. ‘Two men with hich dosages were transferred from the YAGs to ths

MOLALA before departure from Eniwetok, Additional trensfere were te

be msde at Pearl Harbor where replacesmts could be obtained, if

actual accumulated dosages warranted euch action. Stringent rsdio-

logical safety precactions were prescribed for the voyage. HOLALA

end the YAde departed Mniwetok 26 Hay.

Redioloctoal
49, Ali other task group units left the forward area with

radiolocical contanination mo substantial problem, - They were all

granted operational or final reiiclogicel clearances prior to oF

shortly after their departure. A few had "hot" spote acquiring hendl-

ing raifoactive equipment during the rell-anjy these.were to be decane

tamineted enroute. It was not expected that any would require ehip-

yard decontamination, Fersonnel dosages, thile they had continued te

increase slightly after BRAVG, censrally renalined well within the

Task Foros EPE, except in the cese of personnel who had appreached

or exceeded this lisit early in the operation.

OPERATE
Al. ‘the Bevy Boat Pool operated a total of 2) boats; 5 LCUs

219 LCHs 1 LOPLy 2 LCPAs 1 AVRs 1 MAB. 1 LOGE was assigned to the

Underwater Detection thit at Enixetok, md 2 1Gis sani the 1 LCA
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ware stationed there also, supported by the Task Group 7.2 davy

detachasnt, wd operated a various tines by the Havy staff ashore

on Parry *glani, mminetok Harbor Control, amd SOPs Eninetok, the

renaining boate formed the main body of the Boat rool, based ab

Bikini. The Bost fool wes uier om ufficer-in-Charge, LT B, R

fatkins, Us, with three officer assistente, axd approximately 225

enlisted personnel manning snd maintaining the boets.

42. Primary support for the Boat Fool vee furalehed by BELLE

GROVE. fo provide additional work and stowage space a covered barge f

(IFW) had been brought to Bikini, and was fitted out by Boat Fool

pereonsel. Ouring periods when BELLE GROVE had to be abeent fren

Bikini, BAIROKD usually took over her boat pool support duties. Upon

cecasions OU:TISS end LST 762 performed thia task.

43. The last Boat Pool boats ani personnel arrived in the area

in BELIE GROVE, on 20 January 1954. Advance groupe of boats and

personnel had arrived in Novexber end December 1953. The Boet Pool

had cverhanled ite bosts completely before departare Crom Coronsdes

all were expectod to be cone huatred percent operational tro days after

arrival in the forwerd area, A few minor aschanical difficulties

cecwrred the first few days, but all boating requirenentes were set,

Beat crews were briefed on Bikini atoll conditions, ani senb out

oa jobe with the civilisn contractor's boats, already operating

ew Bikini for sors time, in order to acjuaint then with the lantings

on various islands, and the courses, tine ani distances and navigational
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data pertaining to the atoll,

44. The contractor's Boat iool and the Navy Boat Pool provided

a coordinated boating service to all task groups st Bikini, Boat

assignacrts were made by a joint scheduling panel which met nightly

on Eninmsan Island and allotted boats, based on users! requests for

service. Ths Navy boat dispatcher's headuarters was on the YFH,

In addition a Havy dispatcher was stationed with the contractor's

boat diepatcher on Eninman to coordinate the use of Navy boats by

the civilian tesk groups. All boats were redio~-equipped. In time ;

all cajor ships were furnished boat pool radios as well to facili-

tate contact between boate amt quarterdeck personnel. After Bra¥o

the contractor's boat dispatcher moved abosrd AINSWORTH, and the sched-

Gling pene] met there. This joint operation functioned very amothly,

despite some early xiszivings on the part of both participants.

45 Boat operations at Bikini were complicatedgreatly by the

normal choppy state of the lagoon, The location of the base of opar=

etions in the southern end of the lagoon, with shot sites generally in

the northern end, caused the ship anchorage ami principal boating area

to be almost an open roedstead, While the reef did break up the ocean

swell, the lagoonwzs so large that ths southern anchorage had no

shelter whatsoever from the prevailing northeast tradewinds. The

winds were seldom below 17 knots and were freanently in excess of 2,

with the lagoon in a constantly choppy state. dhenever the rninis

exceeded 29 knota the lagoon waters were rough, with a swell that
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mode boating hasardous. Ships at anchor could not stream their boats

to booms without danver of lines parting or cleats carmyiny away, and

in any event their boats vere too snail to cerry more than a fow

passengers safely «xcept on unusually cala days. As a consejucnee

ships depended on the Bost Pool for a grest deal of thelr boating

reqairenentse

46. The Liiis were the “work horses* at Hikini, Tuey nude ao

total of ower 14000 trips, carrying 4400 tons of cargo and over

47000 peesengers. While many of the trips were short ones, from ship!

to nearby ship or islani lendinrs, these figures represent sotexcrthy

acconplishnent by the Host Fool.

47 The Boat pool's Lis, except for LOU 1348, perforacd a

variety of servicss, of which about 75% involve carrying cargo betecen

Eninman and cther islanis, and to ships. LOJs aleg laid asi picked

wp buoys, carried recreatioa partics and launched ani picked up DUEIs.

LOU 1348 was employed alaost exclusively in support ef Project Je2.

Qh several occasions LCUs leaded with equipment were iifted in JSLLE

GOVE. ant carried to sniwetok and puck, inl February 1954, -

1225, towed by an ATF, carried dir Force ejuipment to Rongerik Atel)

to cos-lete the job of estzublishing a weather station there, began

in Janvary by LST 551. davy LCUs assisted in rolling wp thie ste-

tios after MiCTAK was fired.

48. qhe two LCFRs and motor whale soat were ased to transport

beat crewa between ships and the bost muoringe, and for a variety

   



 

of odd joos in the anchorage off iminuan. The «VR was turned over

to baitvKy for 3:8 duties, ana occasionally sade special runs in

the lagoon, although the waters were usually too rough for her to

be considerec as a comfortable means of tr:nsport tion,

496 The Boat rool was able to maintain its boats in tw Oper

ational condition only because it had come to the forward area with

& complete supply of spares, adejuste maintenance personnel and the

ejuipment necessary to effect extensive boat repairs, The boats!

eazployment {a rough seas with frejuent landings on rongh coral beaches

resulted in roourring mince hell dauage. To keep the boats avalle

able for daytime use the maintenance end repair work was normally done

at aight. Sach boat received on inepection before securing for the

night, end necessary repeirs were accomplished before ite first sched=

wled run next mornings laintensice ani repair personnel logged a

total of over 10,60) hours work on the boats during the Operation, ab

Biking they perforacd considersble maintenance ant repair oa Holees

ead Karvor boasts, a service Holmes and Narver reciprocated by repair

of davy boats et katiwetok,

 

§0. The 12 WM 342 helicopters, 20 pilots ami 100 ground per=

sonnel assigied to CASTLE from HCAS EL Toro, Califernia, with tempom

ary assistance from 3 Air Force helicopters price to BRAVO, effect—

ively carried out the Havy Task Group's mission to operate a ship to

shore and inter-island helicopter lift system at Bildini te suppert

 



 

prvesnot operatiows and post-shot flights for cama-v survey ant

recovery of scientific data,

51. The helicopter squacroa was abteched te BAlKUKY for the

Operation, ‘rior to BRa¥U, 6 eircraft were based aehore on Rninmen

island «ith pilots ant zfaimun ground creve, aseisted by the .ir

Force »lanss they flew two continucus omibus schedules during day~

li;ht hours, one clockwise, one counter—slochwise, around the etoll,

with stops an islands nhere work camps were established, Passenger

space for personnel of TG 7.1 end TO 7.5 was controlled by a civiliey

dispatcher amployed by Tesk Group 7¢5 who worked in close coordination

with the Hift-362 duty officer et the Eninam ‘+slcnd helicopter pade

The rezaining aircraft were retained aboard BAIR) and used for ship-

to-shore flichts end special flights coordinated through CFG 74. oper

aticns representative on Bninzea, The aireraft vere rotated between

ship ent chore for maintenmes which was ell performed eboard BAIRORG.

In addition to the GE only one ship, ESTAS, had a helicopter platform

in place. Since ahe was seldom at Bikini during this period the ship-

board termine] of most ship~shore Nlights wes BalkveD. ICV-9, a barge

provided for use a2 a helicopter landing platform, was anchored near

CUITI33, tendine the shot site, to provide helicopter services te per

sonnel based aboard. On later barge shots the YCY¥ served the shot

bergs in a aimtilar canner.

52. After BRAVO the tir Force helicopters were returned to Ini

wetok, and all local sir transportation at Bikini was provided by
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the Marines afrerutt, operating of f BUNKS. “peroticas dere dire

ected by the C¥S's iir Operations Sectica in close lisioun «lth oTG

Vel opertions representatives now based aboard EAlXkUSS to coordinate

Te 7.1 and TO 7.5 Lift reyairenmts,.

53. ‘The helicopter airlift was conducted withoul a serlous per

scnnel casualty. One major accident occurred oa 28 denuary when an

eircraft crashed on deck upon take off from the B-IKOKO, due to a

eechanical failure. Passengers sad arey escaped aith minor brulsea.

The landin, signal officer was slightly injured wien he was struck by.

@ fragment of the rotar blade. ne afiraratt made a forced lesiiny an

@ sanispit at Gikini Island on a ROKED minus one day while svacustion

for the shot was in progress. Mo one was injuredy the aireraft wes

repaired and returned to BAIROKO without any significant delay. With

rost Tlights concucted over water, ani many over extremely redicactive

eréas, BAIRCK) exercised close control during all ighte, with hell-

copters aaking frequent position reporta, iscort helicopters often

acconpenied aircraft cn miscions over “*hot® aress,

 

She Prior to arrivel of tae teak group in the forward area a

navigelional buoyave eysten had oven installed at Bikini ani channels

ani turning basine wiredragged and marked. A special limited edition

of theHO Chart for Bikini atell hed besa prepared axi issued to task

group ships, Arrangements had veen completed with CTG 7.5 for reten=-

tion of otructures on islanie of the atoll for use ax navigational

 



A
aids, Sven before the first shot of the serles two buoys were alesing,

presumably due to the hich winds and rough seas thet prevailed af

Bikini, Thereafter, wind, weather and the blast and weter wave effect

of the shots severely criprled the bucyage system and eliminated amy

of the shore structures that ships hed bcen using for landmarks,

The blast emi water waves followia;: shots kad no apprecieable effeet

on unlipited bucys st all dietant from the sero point, but deranged

meny of the lighted buoy sechaniems even at relatively great distances -

froa the detonsticn, Lighted buoys close to the shote usually bad“

their upper stractures blow aay, and often sank several days efter

the demace was received, presuetbly from slow leaks, The lack of

lighted bucys aade aight moverents in the lagoon and throagh the

entrances particularly hasardeus, For this reason nicht sovensuts

were held to an absolute ainimum, The absence of good landmarks mais

offehore nevigetion difficult. 3
5S. There was no arrancesey. for repair or replecexent of buoys

by the Coast Quard as the cparstion progressed, nor was there a supply

of replacenent bucys availzble. Linited repairs vere undertaken by

BAIZORD, CURTISS and the Best Fool under the Bikini Harbor Unit, using

busys recovered after they sank ocr went adrift. “hen nicht sove=

ments were planned as they were in sorties for some of the later

ehote at Bikini, seadrose marker lights were placed on esreential

but inoperative lighted buoys.
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56. CTG 7.3 has made a detailed report of the conditou of

the bikini buoyare system to the Navy Hydrographic Office for refer=

ence use in preparing the lagoon for future oper:tions.

57- cConsider..ble time ond expense went inte the provision of

ade:juate mooring buoys at both atolle, particularly at Mkini. There

a fall set of small craft moorings was plenied vefore the spsration

began, along with three telephona equipped large chip scoring buoys.

During the operctional period the small craft moorinss rere put te f

full use, in fact sore af them would not have heen eniss. Up until

the first shot the large buoys at Bikini vere used regularly by

RELLE GROVE and BAIROND, and by ESTZS when she was at Bikini. After

BRAVO little use was made of the telephone buoys. The telephone

e.aipment was rendered inoperative by the shot, and the frequent esortics

and unsbhedulod movenents to which the large ships were subject made

snchoring more practical then mooring. AN/TRO radio telephone equip=

ment and other voice radio circuits effectively substituted for the

loss of the telephone systen, except that they lecked the security

of the telephone systwx. The large diip scorincs at Enivetok vere

little used since after BaVO the shipa were seldom there lous enough

to warrant mocring. The in-ort DOK at Sxivetcsk was the princiral

user of the telephons buoys there, regularly mooring to one off Enle

wetok island.
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4. Remirenents for dry proviaions, clothing, eal] stores,

giipe ctore stocks, cemeral supply materials and spare perts were

submitted to Navel Supply Ceater, Caklani ani shipped as consigned

cargo in regularly echednled oargo shipe, Their schedules too,

were adequate, bul an shoormal length of tine wae required to obfein

delivery, often frou 30 to 66 days after subaission of requisitions,

Unusually high usage rates on aany items led to heavy rejuisitioning

deopite the 120 day supplies stocked for the Operation. Unexpected

developments such as the full-tias presence of large nuzbers ef excess

personnel aboard ahip af Bikini after RUYo contributed to this high

udage. Loes of the recreation eres placed a heavy drain on ships

etere stooks of recrestional gear. DBocentanination operations con-

sumd huge stocke of supplies, Unable to foreess a definite eniing

date to the operation, ships wore forced to continue ordering to keep

adexuate supplies on hand. ;

Se A nusber of problens arose concerning delivery of supplies
exi refrigereted cargs. ‘The frequent echeduling snd postponements

ef shote complicated the entry of supply ships into the area end

their poveaents between the tao atolis ani on to their asxt porte,

requiring careful monitoring of their operating schedules, st Bikini

the frequent movenents of ships on short notice made it difficult to

eehedule supply ships inte thet atoll with sufficient tine te unload,

Since Bost Pool assistance was needed in the unloading process, sare

had to be taken that the unloading did not interfere with essential

beat echedules in support of the test operations. Loading conzigned
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cargo without knowledge of consignees! operstional comaitmants at the

time of unloading inevitably resulted in the necessity of tunneling

for stores, overcerriczge of cargo and unnecessary hailing. Trzns—

Tl _

ehipmen’t of cargo between atolls was a noreal occurrence. There

were no adequate ami secure facilities ashore ab Eniwetok for texp-

ovary stowage of Havy stores offloaded for trenashipment. Losses due

to misplacecent, pilferure and exposure to the eleuentes resulted,

Oceasionsliy supply ships esrried two acheduled essignments of pro~

visions for a single ship, beyond the capacity of the consignee to;

receive. Adejuate shore storage would have benefitted the task grow

greatly.

 

6. Replenishnent ef fuel preseated equal difficulty. the

complications arising frem shot postponenscts ant frequent ship

movements at Hikint affected refueling even nore than they did the

other supply vessels, since it was usually necessary for the larger

chips to get underway end renain at sea for several hours to receive

fuel, Wind ead the lagoon carrents caused ehipe at anchor to yar

over « wide arc, and a freyaent swell made lying alongside umesir-

ebie. Fueling schedules ware developed te sapet the situation pre-

veiling apon the arrivyal of a tanker, end by jedicious tepping off af

scaller ships by larger onesa pricr to the tanker's arrival the nusber

of ships refueling dircctly from SERVPAC tankers was held to a uinimm,

ALSRTH, the MTS transport, presented a particular probles, for she

hed newer fueled at soa, esi ons refueling was essurtial before her
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departere, Eventually a opportunity wes foun! to send her to nie

wetok where she was fueled at anchor by YO 120.

7 th Sninebok the lock ef shore storage for Navy special

fuel oil presented a probleme Storage aflost was provided hy YO 129

with a capacity of only 6000 barrels. Between. gonthly GiRVPAC oilers

the DDSs at Eninetok could soon exhaust the YO's fuel supply. With

CUMTISS, ESTES and BAIROSO at Biking after BRAVO the DDEs were left

without a source of fuel short of a trip to Bikini to fuel from one

of the larger ships. Considersble planning to take aivantage of

scheduled inter-atoll movenants and careful expenditure of the Yote

supply were nocessery to keep the Eninstok Dots fusled.

| AVIATION

&  ¥P-29 encountered an unforeesen supply problen that was

solved with the assistense ef Reval Stetion Kzajaleinmd Naval Air

Station, Darber's Foink supply activities. ‘The P2vé was anew cire

eraft; the usage deta from dhich allowance lists tor the Operation

were derived wos based on estimates, and experience with similar types

aircraft. 48 soon as operations eomzenced it becane obvious that

etocks of many itess vere inaxilejwate, ithin the frat 60 days the

squairon head to submit alsost 1550 4PA requisitions. Seventy percent

of the requisitioned iteas wers furnished on a resQy issue basis by

the Mrajalein bese supply departuent, becked ap ty Barber's Point.

The reazinder utre frnished through reguler supply channels. As the

Operation progressed the squatron procured material through regular

ebannels on a priority basis and built up its om supply stocks.
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9. Repairs to ships, boats md eircraft in the forward erea

were accomplished without the facilitics of a repair ship cor base

ashore, The principle of salf-cufficieney applied here as well.

then maintenance and repairs in mall ships were beyond the capac=

ity of the ship's foros, BELLE GIOVE, ESTES, BAIRSEO or CURTISS

furnished assistance. The Boat fool hed its own repair section,

supported by BELLE GROVE, They assieted Holmes and Narver in effect-

ing repairs to the contractor's boats at Bikini, and in return ree

Ceived some assistance from Holmes end Narver in the repair of Bost

Pool bests ab Eniwetok, The aviation units had their om aaintenance

ergmisctisas. In anet cases ships were alie to effect repairs

successfully without cuteide asaistancs. Holnes avi Narver aided

Lt 762 in installing a generator ab Mavy expense. LST 762, LOT 551

end CYPSt were forced to return to Pearl Harbor formajor repsirs,

APACHE obtained repair assistance at Kaval Station, Brajaleine The

biggest problen in maintenmce anid repair was the inpossibility ef

ships observing proper upkeap schedules. ll suffered to some extent

from this lack, with the pusy amsller ships, the LSTs, ATPs and DDLe

waffering the moat.

i

10. A highly euccessful aad well organized recreational area

for the task groap was estahiished early in the Gpereticn on Bikini’

Islend. Task group persomel built the recreational facility unter

the direction of Commanding Officer, USS BATROKO. Funds, equipment

= Sa.

225

it
 



 

V1

emi athletic gear were borrowed from COMSERVPAC. Bikini afforded a

sninaing eres, baseball ent softball diamonds, horseshoe pits end

fociiities for other gemes. Buildings left from Operation CROSSROADS

were repaired eni used as clube, where beer, liquor and soft drinks

were available, ships held barbecuss ant picnics; on several of these

the hill-billy band fraa CURTISS provided susie.

11. when BRAVO contaminated Bikini use of the area hai to be

discontinued. After radiation intensities had decayed enough to

permit, work on the islani for short periods the equipment installed :

there was recovered, asi later returned to COMSERVFAG along with the

funds borrowed to finance the vewture, Profits fran Liquor, beer end

soft drink sales were more than enough to repay the loan, the excess

was distributed anong task group units’ recreation funde,
12, After the less of the Bikini recreation area no shore-besed

recrostionsl facilities on such a ccale wore again available at Bildni,

A mall island across the lagoon “cool* enough for occupancy was used

twlefly for beer ani ewimiing parties. Jt was hesvily contaminated

oan the third sheet. Late in the Operation contaalnstion on the desalate

tip of Snyu Island was found te be low enough to permit its use by

recrestion parties, Thres tents, and a refrigerstor recovered froa

Bikini Jalend «ere installed there. One drowning cccurred in the

Lagoon off this islend. Shipboart recreational activity substituted,

not too effectively, for the lack of a suitable lai area,

13. Fer the few ships at Eninetok, OTG 7.2 recreation facilities

were made available. Japtan Island at Eniwetok, where the Navy reo-
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reation area was loosted during Operation IVY, was used occasionally

by ships’ recreation parties, Although no ebtenpt was made to instell

any facilities there it provided a good location for swimaing end

shell hunting,
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GoIBfURICATIONS

1. ‘The conmuntestions facilities of the task group headquarters

ashore were fully activated by 24 January 1954, when CTO 7.3 and the

Feuainder of his steff arrived on Parry Island. In addition to the

all—-Kevy Cé ard UNF voice circuits operated by flag personnel, the facil-

ities of the CJTY SEVER teletype acssage center were made available te

OTG 7.3, for use in hendling inter-atell end out of the area traffic. —

2, ‘The major commnafcations training ains during the pried

CT@ 7.3 was eshore were to fanilisrise Navy cocmunication personnel

with both the task group and task force organizationss to aftain effi-

clan operation of Navy manned GF end voice clrouits, and te accustom

Baval persomel te the joint communications procedwes presoribed for

inher task force eommanications, nO

3 Good comauniestions between such uldely separated bub inter~

Gepenien’ units of the task group ae the security forces, thich in-

cluded VP=29 on Brajalein (served by Joint Navy—-ir Fores facilities),

fighter elemukte on Enivetck and Bikini (served respectfively by Air

Force aml drny facilities), surface security elents afloet in DOE,

end the 7.3 Unierwater Detection Unit at Eniwotok (served by Amy

Lecilitics), required a practical knowledge of traffic routing and

iocal precedurea on the part of superviscry and operating personnel,

A crowing fenilierity with task force call signs, en increased under

stenting of alternate means of cocmunieations, and the establishment

—_ ~= 4
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of standard procedures for the handling of routine task group opsr=

ations, enabled the headquarters and afloat oormunications centers

to carry the rapidly increasing wolume of traffic prior to BRAVO,

&e Kasential to CTG 7.3 wae continuous CH contact with all

units aflost, including those with a limited nusber of communications

personsel ont equinsent, Kormal flest operations did not provide

Navy operators with the experience they needed to operate amt contrel

euscessfully, high speed O8 cirouite like the Task Group Gi Common,

with from 15 to 23 stetions onthe mets Dispersal af task group mits

between etolis, which precluied extensive use of visual and voice ‘

commmications, aad a reluctance te wiilise fully joint ship-ehore

teletype facilities, resulted in m overload on Of cirouite ehich

threatened to break dom effective communications between CTG 7.3 and

unite eutside of visual and CMF range. Marked inprovenet in oper

stor proficienay as a result of experience on the circuits, combined

with strict circuit discipline exercised by net control, pooling of

the best qualified operctors on large ships, and imtoctrination of

communication officers upon arrival of ekips in the erea, greatly

increased the efficiency of Navy Ci circuits,

5. Task Group 7.3 personnel, eccastomed to Navy teletype ant

radio telegraph procedures, enocuntered some difficulty in using th,

fecilities of other task groups, ani with the jéint teletype procedures

prescribed by CJTF SEVEN. Basie differences in service operating

prectices, such as the use of predetermined routing and transfer ef

traffic from Of to teletype circuits by the Nary, or the use of codress
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headings and procedures adapted to strictly "point-to-point" conmmi-

cations employed by Army activities, reyuired beth experience and

resolution on a commend level before maximum Ravy use of the exten-

sive teletype facilities af the Task Force wee effective. Promle

getdon by CIfF SEVEN ami CTG 7.3 of a etantard routing for teletype

traffic, reduction in the ase ef codress headin -s by JTF SEVEN active

ities, and increased femiiiarity with joint procedures and the opere

eling practices of the Zaimetok Relay Center, increased the efficteny

of Navy use of the joint ship-chare teletype nets. -

6 The tape scracbling crypto devices (Sigtst and Seneon ayztons)

installed for joint use st Parry, Bniwetok, Mrajelein, Bikini, end

aboard ESTES arxi BAIROKG, proved to have limited use in TG 7.3

comunicstions, Used succesafally by staffs exbarked in ESTES for

“point te point® comunication, they apprecishly reduced the erypte

load at the shipboard terainal. However, meesages originated by

shore-based commands, sddressed to task group units-eflost and en-

erypted by these devices, placed a reencryptios responsibility on

shipboard relsy centers, wd thereby increesed the workloma! ani ever

all delivery time. Sigtet equipment was not used by CTG 7.3 after

he moved to USS CURTISS on 6 March.

To dA hecry requirement was placed on the Havy crypto facile

ities ashore em eflest, by the differences in cryptographic allow

ances of mits under CTO 7-3 operational control, in anticipation of
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(machine crypto system) allowances had been obtained for all TG 7.3

shipe except the USIS PUD c. AINJGORTH, and TaG's 39 and 40. AILRSHORTH

did nut arrive in the area atil just price to HAVO. Empleyment of

the YaG's prior to Hu.VO wes sach that mail or guard mail delivery of

Classified messages was an acceptable alternative to anltinle encaryp—-

tions. After MAVO the iroject 6.4 headquarters on Farry Island ao~

cepted communication responsibility for the YaGs when they were in

port at Eninetok, and WOLALA scted as guardship for them when they were

operating at sea during chots, After BRAVO, a clase 11 allowance was

Placed aboard the ALNSOXTH. AL no time was CTO 7.3 ehle to send urgent’

Classified mabtcr simultaneously to el] ships in the task group by acane

of 6 single rachine encrypted message. Unscheduledreplacements and

additions to the task group continusd the necessity of sulfiple encryp-

tion ef all messaces sidressed to "P.G. 7o3%e Incorrect use of Clase IZ

cryptesystens by task group unite resulted in nines reported incidents

involving practices dengerons to sscnritye

& The pessage of tims, duriag which commmnicztions procedures

for routine TG activities were staniariised, the soveuent of CTG 723

afleat, end the concentration of ships within visual end voice cosmil=

cation renge at Bikini, all served to increase the efficlonay of Kavy

conamications. ‘The proximity of XSTES, BAIROKO, and CURTISS a& Mkini

after BRAVO permitted the esteblishsent of AN/TRS telephone and teletype

nets to serve steffs enbarked, which asterially reduced re,uirenents

placed on CH ani ship-shore facilities. Use of UF voice nets, and
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authorization by CTG 7.3 for the trananiseion of confidential meso

sages in the clear by vieual means lessened traffic on Ci cireaits.

The centralisation of the ship-shore relay function end nct wntrol

of the task yroup Gi commen aboard the flacship further reduced re-

lays, and increased ship-shore Mexibility.

 

Go A Task Force commatcatora conference wes held at CJTP SEVER

Keadquerters on 9 February in preparation for the firat full scale

shot rehearsal. Included in the agenia was a discussion on the hand

ling of high precedence “aust" traffic to be originated during shot

time, and destined for aidressees cutcide of the JTF SEViN operating

GPeas It was concluded thet all such traffic would be originated on

board K3TES by staffs eubarked, and processed through an officer wateh

Gstablished ty CJTF SZVidin As a result of this copference, a list was

meade ef all percone throughout the task force authorised to release

treffie..sboard tack group ships, Gr 7a3 promulgated this list and

established the policy that comanding officers were “not responsible

for messages released by passengers or staffs embarked, and sent over

cireuita officially operated or csatrolled by such passengers and staffs,

or for the classification or comtemte of aessages released by indivi-~-

duals whose names were listed.)

20. On 15 Februzry a communications rehearsal involving ESTZS,

BAIROKO, CURTISS ami RSiSHAN was comiucted hy CJIF SaVAR concurrently

73Instruction 2230.2
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with the 13 7.4 air rehearsal in the Bikini area, Air control avi

ship-shore circuits were activated, in addition to all normal under=

way cireuite. The voice-tims announcements originated by the firing

party in the Enya Island bunker wore received end rebroalicast on the

USF administrative net from minus 3 hours to the simulated shot time,

These anncumenents were rebroadcast over ships! public addrees systens

to insure that all participants ani observers were prepared for the

detonation, RENSHANts and COITISS! hosing devices were tested, The

Eninetok-EsTe3 MUX efrcult was unsatisfactory due to inoporative trens-

eitters at Enivetok, end the ESTES—Enyu aiphony cirait was ectiveted

dete due to defective crystala, Aircraft comuniostions proved satia-

factorye GTQ 7.1 desired to conmiuct further rests of the ciphsny end

tine aignals operations, and they were satisfactorily comleted on

17-18 Februsry. ,

12. On 20 February 1954, before the rehearsal of BRAVO, CTG 723

had shifted his flag from Parry Islend to BAKO the conmaleations

shift was accomplished sencothly, and the task group communications

activities on ferry were reduced to ons operator manning the task greup

CH Common, maintained primsrily to facilitate contact with CTa 7.3

Liaison Officer et Perry Island,

22. Communications during the BRAVO rehearsal, comiucted on

22-23 February, were generally satisfactory. All shipboard cirait

terminale were manned continuously for 48 hours wille teste were con-

éucted. A heavy load was placed in the task group Gi common dus to
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the fact that UHF communications were impaired both by unfaailiarity

of some units with task force calls and the location of cortein ships

beyond UNF rare at the time. These ships were amployed in continued

Preparations for the actual event, ani simulated participation in the

rehearsal by trmamitting necessary reports, As a result of this re~

bearsal the shot—tims positioning of ships wos reexarined with a view

towards improving comwnioations where possihle. Ships that had to be

outside of WF renge during actual shot operations were directed te

maintain voloe cammnications on the ship-shore HF voice frequen.

Dally cira:it drille on all voice circuits vere comtucted for several

i

days.

 

13. hot tlae conditions involved the rapid delivery of high

precedence traffic, the reduction of traffis to the absolute siniaum

reqiired to execute the event, snd the provision of maximum flexi

bility in case of eqipnont failure or unexpected deployment of task

group units. In addition, eperations required that the Task Group

Comsender maintain direct control of individual units and ships rather

than exercise control throug: task urit cosmanders. Rapid and direct

eomaunioutions with logistics and itinerant ships within range of fall-

ow was also essential. To mest these requiremont s, supplenentery

ecemuniocations instructions were issued before each shot. The ELAVO

inetructicas directeds

a. #11 chips to teat al) ejuipment ct least 36 hours prior

Pd o
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to shot time and notify CTG 7.3 of any inability tc carry out shot

time rejclrenants,

be All ships to provide continuous guard oa the primry

tactical ani HF adeinistrative nets, and al) ships with two or more

operatecs to guard the TG Ci common continucusly, comeencing at 0800

on shot day minus two,

Ce Activabion of all aircraft control circuits by ships

involved.

4. Activation of a direct ship-shore CW cirmit between ,

ESTES and Radio Pearl,

14. As 1200 on BRAVO ainas three a final check of all curcults

was made by all ships, All uxternay and shot tins cireulits were manned

continuously commencing on schedule at 0800 on BRAVO minus two. Pinal

tosta of volce tim brosdcants were received on BRAVO minus tro at

1415, and tests of whistle, siren and eignsl Light shot tine warnings

were completoi, st 0800 on BRAVO aims one trafficon tack group cir~
cults was reatricted to that which wes abeolutely essential and related

to the execution of BAAVYO, These restrictions resained in effect until

about 1850 on shot day.

15.  Cosmunications during BRAVO ware very successful, due pri~

msrily to the experience gained during the rehearsal, and the circuit

drilie comiucted subsequently. Excellent propagetion comiuction con

tributed to the success of (AF communications. Use of previously desig-

nated code words, and of an abbrevisted plain languace aystea for

aes 235

=arWidnl)



 

VII -

muster, positica, and fallout reports roduced the lenzth of these

frequently recurring msssagea over woice cireuit. On the flagship,

the primary tactical md aninistrutivs voice ciresits terminated in

Flac Flot, umter the contrel of the staff wate: officer, «ad were

irmediately accessible to the Task Group Yormander. Considerchle une

of visual corrunications was made during the hours when the ships

renained in formation, on station outside the leguon. However,

traffic on the task group Gi Comaon became seriously bacilogeed.

ho messages of roubine precedence or below were passed for apprax- :

imately 48 houre, and pricrity traffic wes delayed for several hours,

16. Communications for eubsequent shots in ceneral followed

the pattern established during BRAVO. ‘There was no necessity for

further pre-chet drills end rehearsals of tims broadesst and other

special signales the frement sorties provided sufficient drill.

Activation of shot time cireuites was deferred unt 0700 on alnus

one cafe Tic shortened the perio’ from 70 to approximately 36 hours

when moat ships were forced te maintain a watch-in-two among comunti-

cators. CURTISS, now the flagship, ost all the cosmnntastion require-

ments imoosed by CTG 7.3, bat the nusber of control lines between Kain

Coma and Radio II (4 sudio ami 5 Gi) was 0 limiting factor in activeting

any additional circuits.

17. A considerable decrease ia treffic during the later shots

was evidew. In part this ws attributable to the teammork within

the tesk group prior to these shots, axi to previous resolution of

peoblexs and promulgation of directives. Originators were directed

236

 
711



=.
*

to reduce addressees on shot time messares to an absolute "need to know"

basis which reduced relays eonsiderably, Use of a radio controlled

firing mechanism aboard ESTES necessitated a period of radio silence

om all cirouits below 275 mace froa shot minus 20 minuted until deton-

ation. The only excuptions to this rejuirenent permitted were essential

telezatering signals, voice time breadcasts, traffic on eireraft can-

trol cireults and enxergenmy traffic.

 

18. Rerypted reports ef movesonte of ships ani unite within

the arcs constituted a large percenage of traffic during CASTLE, To.

expedite handling of soveuent reports, CJTF SEVEW proposed thet they

be made unclassified. CINCPACFIT did nct concur. tm XK Harch, CTG

703 promilgeted a series of classified code words for use in move-

ment reports which satisfied the reguirenent for classified reports,

bub permitted aovesent report messages to be tranmitted wencrypted.

Designated code words, clasaified Confidential, wore substituted for

"Saiwetek” and “Bikinl® in esssages reporting sevamntse between these

atolls, in which no other classified inforsstion wae included. Special

movenents continued to be reported in enorypted reports of higher

classification, Incorrect usage of several of the code words, sspec-

dally hy linkage with identifying naviyationz] informtion, conpremised

the criginel seriss of code words. Tenporarily, anvement reports were

again classified Confidential and encrypted until the promigation of

sore detailed instructions and a new series of code worde which was

used succesafully thereafter,
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19. Delivery of meil to Task “croup 7.3 wes a continuing vroblen

throughout the operstion. Savy mail for the Sniwetok~Rikini erea wag

normally forwarded fron the United States vie Navy Fort Office 824 ab

Feataleing Enil so roubed was often over—flown to Eninetok by YATS

aireraft not steering eb Mrrajalein. It then hed to be returned to

Yucjalein for acoountine and sortine purposes and then returned to

AFO 187 st ankwetck for local celiverr to T4 7.3 units. The delay

caused by this orocedure, combined with adverse weather contitions :

during Pebruary which repeatedly held up flights departing from the

United States to Haveli, greatly delayed mail deliveries ami created

a sexions morale problem

20. In cenjunction with an investigation ofthe situation wd

‘a directive to LNds to expedite mail loadings instituted by CITY SEVEA,

CTO 7.3 notified GOUSERYPAG of the situation, forwarded e revised.

list of TG 7.3 units in the area, and requested thet mail leaving the

U3. be rowed by Fro, San Franciseo direct te APO 187 at Enivetek.

WEEP eencurred in this reywest, elthench first eleas, parcel post,

end air mail originated in Rawali continued to be routed via Ewajalein,

Thile more direct, the revised matl routing clan placed a heavy bur-

den on the Limited fseilitics of APO 187. TG 7.3 furnished one Kavy

mail clerk end tee semen to APO 187 to assist in hendling of TG 7.3

mail.

21. shipe at Aaivetok drew their mail <irectly from APO 187.

VYail for Bikini units was moved by air from Riwetok to Bikini and
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thence to BALWAL for distribution to ships. After HAVO and the

terporary closing of the Bikini siretrip, BiTiuxO continued to act ag

the receiving and distribution point for units at Bikini, but aeil was

carried detween kninetok and Bikini by ship, when the Bikini sirstrip

reopensd, mail was moved by both air ani surface iift,. Delivery tine

of air mail from the United States varied from 7 to 14 days, with

occasional Jelays up to a month from the postaark date,

22. On several cccesions duris: April, it was necessary vor

OTG 7.3 to sxercise command im the “3TSS or at Farry Islan for f

aday or tw. In each instance, CiG 7.3 Adninistretion remained

in GTISS. During these periods, sll units were directedto aidress

all messages to both CfQ 7.3 and CT3 7.3 admin, Both ESTES and CIRPISS

copied all traffic so addressed, thus insuring that oll steff meabers

and the Comuander sould have casplete aessage files at all tims. this

procedure resulted in sone duplication of massages bub was considered

necessary in view of the rapidly changing situationprior to the deton=

ation of YARKER.

23. ‘he rorry teland communication facility was reactivated on

a fuli tine basis on 6 lisy concurrent with the shifting of the cfG

7-3 flag ashore from CURTISS. Albthuugii shot—tinms ccaznicstians vere

hentled aboard SUA.TISy when RECTAR was [ired, the shore statiea ro-

mainal fully manned until 1461AKM kay xhen the lest official message

wos sonbe
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RAL-UP

Ba,

2. It had been anticipated that the Task Force roll-up would

Feyuire the presence of several task group ships for a considerable

period after the final chot. However the delays in getting off the

shots, the early abandonment, eni roll-up of chore based sctivities

at Bikini, and the location of the last shot at Enlwetek atoll all

conbined to reduse ei in effect practically eliminate thie require

motte The bese af Sninman Ialend, Eikini, wae rolied-up before the

third shot. Ey,uipment on the other Rikini islands was removed as the

operation progressed ami it wes no longer needled there, until there

was very little rall-ap left to accomile: after YANXES. When the

task croup headquarters moved to Eniwetok for the lact shot, BAIROZN,

BELLE QQ0VE amd AINSHORTH remained behind to support the final roll~

Gp, assisted by other task croap units. Before the weather permitted

RECTAR to be fired the Bikint roll-up wae substantially complete, with

the Boat Fool stanting hy te be loaded eboard BELLE GHYE, Sone note

Revy material wos left at Bikini for recovery in fuiure months after

radieactive contemination levels decayed sufficiertly to pernit «x-

tended work on the "het* islanis,

Bes
2. ‘The Task Forve and other tack groups required little Kary

assistance in support of roll-up activities at Eniwetok, since the

base there is a permenent ond. In gemoral diips returned to the
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United States with the same non-consumable material they brought to

the area, CURTISS carried the AEG test material snd device speres

for return to the ABQ. BAIROKO lifted short range Air Force aircraft

end TG 7.1 trailers. AINSWORTH carried a misll nuaber of personnel;

her passenger capacity waa only partially used ainece most personnel

ef other groups returned to the United States by air.

SEAMS
3. The roll-up of the Air Force Task Group's outlying weather

stations was acceaplished by LST $51 md BELLE GROVE, BELLE GROVE

rolled-up the Rongerik station. In establishing this station in dane

wary LST 551 had received serious demage in beaching, and the LST's

experience, plus a naval survey conducted efter YANKEE led to the

conclusion that heaching there by on L8Y was imprectieal, Accoaplish-

meant of the task by LCUs escorted by an aTF was contemplated, tut, se

the shot achedule worked outy BELLE GLOVE besane afaileble to do the

gob. Air Force material on the base faland et Bnagerik included an

eleven ten trailer, an inoperative DEKW, radio equipment ani other

instruments, a fresh water distillation unit, refrigerstor, « forklift

truck end a nuaber of helium cylinders, ‘There also was a Project 6.6

ionespheric recording station with encther eleven ton trailer, a tro

and a half ton power onit end miscellensous equipment. Much of the

islent meoface was soft sand, waking the mowing job difficult. BELLE

GROVE tock aboard two Navy LCs, ons Holmes ani Rarver LOU, trucks

and mowing and lifting equipment, and with Air Force ani Scientific

personnel sboard to assist in the task, left for Rongerick on 14 Kay.
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There the equipmant was moved to the beach, loaded in the L@Ws which

were in turns loaded in BOLLE GROVE's well, and returned to mniwetck

for decontamination and further shipment. Rolleup of the other three

werther stations, st Hajureo, Kusale and Ponape, was acccaplished by

LST 551 enroute to Pearl Harber. ‘The LST beached at these atolls with-

ont diftionlty.

ORBE
& ‘The Task Group 7.3 roll-up was largely a self-contained

operction, ‘The only materia) left in the forward area woe the under’

waber detection installation at Eaiwetok, The unterwater aystes ant -

hydrephenes were left in places equipment above water was acthballed

and left in carctaker states, Underwater Detection Unit supplies end

spare parte were losied im BELLE GIOVE with the Bosh Pool equipnetth,

Special equipment that had been installed in ships‘in the forwand

area, incluting much voles radio equipsont that had been loaned to

the Ravy by ether task groups or installed in ships far use by scien-

tific or base facility's personnal, was renoved and returned to its

ommers before ships left the ares, Special ,ulpment instalietions

that Kad been made in saval ehipyards prior to CASTLE, including the

extensive conmuntestion installation in ESTES, were scheduled for re-

moval when ships reached their hone yerds. The only ship te retain

her special equipment was GETISS, eince she was alrasdy elated for

exploynent in Operation HIGHAM, Shipe ware instructed to renove their

BUSHIFS designed washdoun gear, recomiition it, survey conusable articles

quel 2h2
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and ship it to Haval Radiolorical Defense Laboratory in San Francisco

for return to BSHIPS custody

S$. The return of ships and aircraft to their baces eccomplished

almost all of the task group personnel redeployment, since sost of the

over 6000 naval personnel who participated in CASTLE were meubers of

ships companies, BaIKikO returned with her asalgned Harine helie~

copter squadron end fighter detachment sboard, BELLE GROVE trensported

Bosh Fool perecanel, Flag enlisted persoonel who remained aboard

ship throughout the Operation returned to the vest Coast in CURTISS, ¢

Staff personnel whe were transferred sshore to Parry isleni shen

the headquarters was reestablished there after YANKEE were redeployed

by air, along with WU personnel. VE-29 Qlight crews returned te the

United Stetes nith thelr afreraft; grouni parsoneland sqasiren

gear were returned by fect logistics Nights and ¥STS scheduled

surfsce 1ift.
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REEFLOME

2. The redeploymest of task croup units wes acoamplished

very expeditiously. The last ehot in the CASTLE series, NECTAR, was

fired ab Eniwetok on 14 May. On 18 Key, MECTAR plus four daya, the

Last shipe sailed for hose, with the exception of the Atouis Werfare

Countermeazsures Unit, YaGs 39 and 40, axi MOLALA, They remained ab

Eniwetok an additions) woek, working to reduce the contemination ea

YAG 40 to levels low enough to permit her te sail for Pearl Harbor

with a crew aboard,

DESETURES

2. Thres units hed left the task group early in the Operation,

On 28 February, prior to the first shot, LOT 825 carpleted appro

imately two weeks duty in CASTLE as « teaporary replacemat forLt

551 ani sailed for the fer East. on 2 Karch, GLFSY, relieved by

USS KRDER because af her urgent need for hull repaire, esiled for

Pearl Harbor. LS? 1145, temporary relief for LST 762 uhile the 762

effected repairs et Enixctok, departed for Fear] Harbor on 4 April.

3. Tho next ehip to be relessed was LST 762. che reported in

the forward area early in the CASTILE buildup period on 13 duly 1953

and ander the operationsl control of CIG 7.2, supported the estsblish—

mont of the Bikini site, On 22 Aneil shortly after completion of the

period of upkeep provided by the temporary asaignzent of LST 1146

she exffered a major casualty, fracture of a main propulsien shaft.
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Repairs could not be affected in the forward area, The resultant

loss of speed eni maneuversbility virtually eliminated her further

wefulness to the tssk group, For a few days pricr to UNION she

tended the NECTAR site at Ininctok, eunporting the acientific pem

eonnel engaged there in preparing for the HOCTAR shot. By the tine

UNION was fired work on MICTAR had progressed to the point where an

LOU could take over the shot site support duties, CFG 7.5 provided

and LOU for the purpose, end arrangeasrts were comlcted to releass

LST 762 from the Oper-tion and assist her to Peorl Herter. fm one

engine ehe could make a maximum speed of only 4,6 knoteas at that speed

she had difficulty holding her bow into a head sea, “ince she would

have to head into the secs during the entire wyage, ancther LSf,

ecroute fron the Western Faeific, was ordered by COMPHIEPAC to reniea-

yous with 762 between Eniwetok and Pearl Harbor ani serve as escort.

The rendesvous was effected, LST 975 joined 762, took her in tow to

" sesist in holding her head into the seas, 4 the slow voyage to Rawal
eontinusd, On 6 Hay, approximtely (OO miles east of Bikini, both

LsTe were elichtly contaminated by radicactive fallout from YANKEE,

averaging about 20 sr/hr. Roth mips effected decontenination before

their arrival et Pearl Harbor,

&. Next to leave were the RECLAINER and SHEA. They had been

ordered to the tnsk group for the specific purpose of supporting the

Bureau of Ordnance's gining project, 3.4. Since they had placed all

their experimental ainss in position on URION, their siealon wee

acccmplished when they hed completed recovery of the mince after the
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blast. All strings except the first one, nesrest the zero point,

were rocoverced by 3 Kay, and the two ships were released from the

task group, KCLALUER*s early departure was desirable because she

was due in the Fur Zast to relievea ship saheduled for rotation.

She sailed from Bikini 4 Hay for Guam, At CONPHIBPAG's request she

' was diverted from a stop at Guam, but for three days followed the

original routing assigned at the request of CIG 7.3 to keep clear of

radioactive fallout from YAHEES. SHEA departed Bikini the afternoon

of 3 ay with her first acheduled ctop at Evajaleia for fuel. while ”
there she was assigned briefly to a 342 missica, joining the suc- ‘

cesful search for mother alesing Britieh aircraft on § Kay, md

then proceaded on to hor base at Pearl Harbor. 15T 1157, the third

ship in this task elesext, renained behind to assist in the roliu,

«Se PE ASKS completed hor partic{pation ia Operation CASTLE
st Rongerik stoll on § May, with YAHEKE the lest shot in which she

took part. Commencing with the third shot, KGS, tie PC hed becn

stetfioned in the atell area to the exst of Bikini at shot time, on

verying misaions, on both WIIGN and YAMEZZ she wes at Rongerik

with Air Force weather ctation ant scisatifie project pereoanel aboard,

This atoll, eracwted because of radioactive contesinstion after iciivo,

was still teo “hot" far perscanal to live asnore. Since weather data

from Rongerik was vital, the atation was operated by personnel who

lived aboard the FC and wont ashore periodically to take readings.

Om YAHKER, personnel of Projest 6.6, operating ci denospheric recording
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station ashore, were algo aboard, after YANKEZ was fired on 5 Lay,

Ix

PO 1545 proceeded to Swajalein where CTG 7.3 relinjeished her cper=

ational control She diseabarked her Air Force end Project 6.6

passengers there. After participating with SHBA in the cesrch

for the alesing Lritish elreraft sho departed for her bese at Pear]

Harbor.

SERENE

6 With YAMKES fired, test operations at Bikini atoll were

ended, and ships nob rejulred for rellup or for RICTAR were relessedd

Ga 3 Mey TaisEONT, her mission completed, tock the now superfluous

heliceptexs leniing barge, YCV 9, in tow and departed Bikini for Pear]

Harbor, there she was overdus for shipyard overhaul commencing 15 ey.

She was followed four days later on 12 May, by MEIER. Oi 13 May

APAGIR left Bikini for Pearl Harbor with YC 10@1 tatow.

BECTAR

Ve There were no further depertures prior to the dstonetion

of WECTAR at Eniwotok 14 Mey. Starting on that date, ships left

daily antil by 19 king the only ships ressining in the forward srea

were the YAGe and MILALA, Six ships sailed from miretok the day

 

the lest shot was fired. ESTES ani CORTISS departed for San Francisco

in ecmpany. It had been decided by CINGPAC that the security meccures

taven on CURTISS outward voyage in Jenuary, mti-subssrine escort,

partiel air eover end comiitions ef radio silence and darkened ship,

were not required fcr her retarn. «ith her partial earge of ABC
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material it wus rejuired oniy thit she pe accompanied to San Francisco

by another surface vessel, TES wae assigned. The two ships were

formed into e task unit with Commanding Offlear, sSTES the officer

in tactical command, en: completad the voyege without incident. CURTISS

Gischarged her AEC cargo at tha Naval Mayarine, Fort Chicago and af

Meynl Supply Center, Oakland, while KSTES continued on to San Diego

to prepare for deploysent to the Fear East. AINSUORTH arrived at

Kaiwetok from Bikini on 13 Kay, enbarked 9 cabin ani 197 troop class”

prssencers and departed on the 14th. for San Prancises, She was routed

via ‘earl Yerbor where she reverted to normal MSTS employment fer

the remainder of the voyac;e. ‘Three ODEs of Kecort Destroyer Division

T@ELVE, EPPERSON, NICHOLAS ani RENSHAG with the Division Comasnier in

EPPRESOM, sailed from Eilwetck the Lith. ‘Thay rentesvoused next som

ing off Bikini with the fourth ship ef the divialort, REILIP, ani sailed

for Peerl Harbor to prepare for deployment to the Ker Raat.

&. On 15 May LST 1157 completed her tacks at Eniwetek ani

Bikini and sailed for Krajalein. Prior to her departare she looted

-~

two boat pool LOis for return te San Diego, the e::zipment from the

nary recrestion island et Bikini for return to CCHSHRVP..C, and baild-

ing materin2 provided by CJTF SE#¥EN for the coastruction of living

quarters for the nalives nhio had been evacuated from Rongerlan. The

natives were to be re-settled temporarily on enether atell since Rongekap
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arrival e& Kvejalein LST 1157 reported to Ccomender, Havsl Station

Kwajalein to return the Utirik natives to their hones and transport

the Rongelap oatives te their new atoll.

Je On 16 Hay BAIRUKO completed loading her VC~3 detachnant,

the air Force fighter planes, helicopters and l-l3s, ati with 7 eshin

ari 46 troop class passeagers, considerable Air Force cargo ant $0

Jol trailers aboard, oatled for San Diego. On 17 Key LST $51 departed”

for Fear] Harbor via 'usaie, Fenape ami HKajuro, where she rolled up ‘

the JTF SEVEN weather stations, From Posrl Yarbor she was routed to

Veldand, Ab Oskeland she offleaded weather et-tion personnel md gear,

then sailed for Sen Diego, the Panama Canal, Norfolk and her return te

the stlantie Fleet. |
. 10. On 18 May BELLE GROVE took her departure. After YASIXE

ehe had rermined at Hikini with the Boet fool antil operations there

Were very nearly rolled up. On 12 May she turned the Bost Fool over

to L°T 1157 temporarily, leaied 2 LCUs, ani cargo for Holmcs end Earver

and proceeded to Eniwetok, arriving there on the 13th. she offleaded

her cargo, took aboard an additional LCU plus a ozterpillar tractor,

crane end truck and bf for Rongerik to rollup the resther station

and ionospheric observation equipment there, ‘She returned to Eniwetok

on the 6th, of Hay, offloaded (he Uongerik equipment, teck shoard the

Bost Fool boats, gevr end peracnne] at both Bikini ant Eninetok, the

Underwater Detection Unit oeuipaweat act left in place or in caretaker

: qua 269

ome i. qo

 



 

wall

status andi exiled for hum on ths Lath. Three Sort Fool LUUs were

oa

Lifted by HS R-II PRsSsY (iste) on 15 Yay for tranmortstion to

the Thilinines.

li. also on 18 May two wore -TPr left the area, esch with a tow.

SIOUX picked up the Boat, Fool covered turre, YFN 934, af Bikini and

departed for Fear] Harbor. CoCcOPA departed from Eniwetok for Guam,

towing the YO 120.

12, Vi-29 completed ite CASTLE alesion 16 May with a final ccem

erea water survey flicht for the 450. The squadron redeployed to ,

its bare at Whidbey Jelend, Washington, commneing 2) May, with ground

personnel end equipment returning by VR-§ apecial fMlishts ami by sare

fece versel, The two mecial project alreraft returned te the United

Statee coparstaly, the Project 6.4 P2V5 departing after YARKEE, on

7 Mey, and the Project 1.4 P4T2 on 14 May. The Pit stranted at Ponape

wag turned over to 00, EavStalivas for disposition,‘the reneining PH

remained at Eniwetok axier the operational control ef CTG 7.4 util

rollup was completed at the Fonape end Kasaie weather stations,

. TU 7.3.6
ase This left CfG 7.3 with operational control of only three

weesela, YAG 39, YAG 40 amt thetr teater, MOLAlA. Before their

departure it was necessary to deecntaminate YAO £0 suffielently to

persit ker erew to man her fer the voyare to Pearl Harbor where de-

contamination would be comileted at the Raval Shipyard. Most YA

personnel had already received radiation dosages in excess of the

250



 

x

309 REPS it ain necessary to hold the accumulation of additional

dowage to a eininum Clewre. vcecoataninztion ecatinusd unti2 an

% Kay, with radiation readings in specea the Zeu crowe would cacupy

reupced low enouzh to parmit sailing, the Task Ualt departed miratok,

site
14. CiG 7.3 departed the forward area by air on 16 Hay, Mt

Pearl Harbor he conferred with CLMOraC¥LT and etaff personnel, then

completed the flight to his Wacington headwarters ia the CUTF SEVEN

staff aircraft, To provide continuity ef comani during the retura ‘

period, the Chief of Staff and an aivence party left Mainetok by aly

early on 15 Way on a Tusk Force special flight to dasnington, where

be reopened the headquarters anc ext blished CG 7.3 xdeinistreation

‘pendiny the faek Group Commender's arrival. amsining staff persome)l

returncd to Weshington on various flights, with the Liaieon Officer

the last to leave, He conciudad the final staff business in the forward

erea ond left Eniwetok on 25 Maye Upon arrival of the etaff iq Rashingteon

work was Dcgun immediately on the Tan: Groas Pinal ‘epert for Operation

CASTLES
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STATISTICS

Yerccanel Tlenrance St:.tus

felicaptor Spercticns

Mrther virersft “Spersbicng

Patrol Ssacdron TretyRine SCpers.tions

Boat .ocl LCN operstions

Rediclorical Contaminstion of ships

Radiolocg!cal Cortanin:tion of alrereft

Dosage Tables

Inter=‘toll Surface Lift

Comzunisetions Traffic Analysis

Costa

Status of Allotments



 

x

, STATUS OF SHIGS AND URITS UF

  

 

  

 

AS UF 1 HAY 1

SUPAR Rye yh ag BE
UNIT GRANTED FEDING SOUMLOTD PEDING  TOPAL

Ya 39 16 2%
YAG 40 15 2
USS PHILIP (DDE-498) 256
USS BPPEASSCH (DDE~719) 380
USS REYSH/H (DOB-499) 259
USS RICHGLAS oes) 258
USS TAHARORI (ATR-L1A 66
USS KOLALA (AT#R-106) 66
USS APAGHE (ATE-67) 71
USS SIOUX ( ATF-~76) 7
USS BATROKD (CVEZ-~115) 7a
USS CURTISS (A¥-d,) 565
USS ESTES (A0C-12) 4%
USS BELLE G&oVE (LS0-2)
COLCORTOESDIV THELYS
PATROL SQUADRON THANTY-NINE
COMPOSITE SQUADRON THREE
HER362
USMS AINSWORTH (TAP-141)
WARINE DETACHELET
UNDERWATER DETECTION UBT

USS COCOPA ( 4TP-102)
USS LST 1157
USS LST 1146
USS Lo? 762
USS LST 551
ro
YOG
YOGN

8
lp
co
kM
ou
nc
B
o
E

n8
e
e
u
B
E
S
S
a
c
h
e
k
H
E
L

x
l
L
c
o
w
m
c
o
n
m
o
n
u
c
t
u
a
n
t
n
o
r
o
l
o
t
i
n
o
r
e
u
o
r
e
k
u

E
ke

oS
he

he
lu

us
tn

aS
l
b
e
s
s
en
ea
SO
¥i
es

¥
l
e
c
c
o
e
c
c
o
k
e
c
B
o
o
o
k
o
o
¥
o
o
e
o
k
o
o
o
c
c
o
c
c
o
u

k
o
t
e
s
t
a
r
s
r
b
o
s
k
R
o
f
u
d

TOTAL

* All personnel hold Interim Secret Clearance or Access to Secret
ponding results of National Agency Checks

AFWL/HO , aH
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Mfreraft assiened

fverare in cormission

Percent eiroraft evailable

Fiighte

Rours flom

Pagsencers carried

Cargo (pounds)

Accidents

Casualties

  

JAE/FSB MARCH

12

7

97-5

21123

915

6062

T4555

2

2

22

10.3

9306

TH

73306

4769

395

G

0

800.6

48555

TOTAL/AVERAGE

22.3

10.4

9503

2678
2449.2

17693
147505



 

Jan/Yeb arch frril/May Totel/sverage

tdrerart assigned 6 . 6 6 &

‘ireraft svatlable he62 bs hel? &eS

Percent atrere® evaileble 77 % 83 £ 69.5 % 15 4

Flights 150 <3 i 305

Moura 15909 219 110.7 389.6

reeidents 0 is o 1

Seranbles 4 0 © 4

* One FAD-SH rade a one wheel lending unier VFL coniitions as

the result of two fractured hyuraulie lines. Glass "C* damare

resnuited with no injuries to the pilot.



22a

27

28

72

4

2

8

OUR & sO

add

SURVEY

“ORTit
t

RGN

WY RECRY

BUCY BVALOITIow

<30 HEALTH AD
SAPATY LABORATORY
SPACTAL RJT

TOTAL,

BERS FLOWN

256

 

5206

57903

1975

266.1

Tl2.5

36.6

12.7

66.3

294126

RIAT BUS

Lea

32k

19

15409

27400

1ef

0.0

308

MSG

{ha

bbok
252.9

195.6

111.2

438.5.

2y9

12.7

£25

1.7627
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SoBeGa tes Se ReRAE SS MREATURERgGRRE Be oe RlEESRSPREeBOEIO!SEYLALRe,SIMEPOELEREELOADPeterte the See ee, Se eg

BoatonOtek,ape,TipsJet.Cargo/tonsfase,Trips723,Cargo/tenstase,Trips794.Cargo/tons,base
33

34

&
F
G

F
S
B
S
B
B
S

5
&

9

kTYPALS

DAS

840

931

1240

4%

Loag

754,

560

937

1339

875

- 1038

75a

760

863

608
DVATAL

»
~
E
R
S
R
R
B
E
S
2
E

8B
E
S

62

le
E
Y

Ahh

54200

78.00

100.$

31.0

2.0

3825

21.00

1.50

80.50

75090

£8.00

33025

22.00

9.70

629.45

817

3

174

E
R
S
S
.
E
R
B
R
B
R
E
R
E
Y
E
E
S

3
E
E
B
P
E

RS

5745 GA5L

1.00.60

125.50

87.00

127.00

2.00

134025

36.50
@2.00

80.50

172225

122.00

1.7.00

2300

35.00

48430

4313.40

3510

2081

1779

2940

237

2045

3502

259

B
E
,

B
R

x
B

9 w
a

Je
e
E
r
a
R
R
E
E

29500

82.0

835

118.5

22he0

7305

140.0

27526

2985

32205

86.5

10.0

227.5

2735

15322

2504000

723

338

135

138

14

245

Alo

93

2

323

477

la

122

207

1093

253

4842  



 

Contaain:tien of shipe at about time of release fron Operation CAnTLs

 

our HIRST AVERAGE GATE uF RS-ORT Dats ia? sBLE ASE

ep/hr on/or

ESTES 1.5 1.0 ls hay Ww wey
CURTISS 1.8 Zi Hey 1s May
BATROKD 205 21 May 1? Hay
BELLS GROVE 6 May 18 tay
ADSUORTH Sh, ok 20 Hay ij way
Ea SROH 3 Leas than 1 i& May 15 Hay
FRILIP 1.2 ob 14 Kay iS lay
MICHOLAS ° o lh Ray 15 May
Aa2ESH Ast eh oi lA Kay 15 May
PG 1546 3 7 Key 9 Mey

COGoPA 20 Less than 2 Este 16 May 17 May
SIOUR 15 2 16 Say 17 day
APACHE 30 of 14 Kay 16 Key
TARABOML o2 18 Mey 2h. Hay
MOLALA 17 1 16 May 2 May

SBA 2.2 o2 ih Mey 6 Kay
RCLALR Less than 2 Eate 16 Kay 7 Kay
LOT §R ° 6 16 May 16 tay
LST 762 Comeaminated after

being released fron
TG 7.3 enrcutie Fear] 4 May

L5? 1157 Less than 2 at. May 7 Hay

Lou 637) 020-200 6 16 Kay 1, Kay
Lot 638 10 35 15 Key 15 way
LOU 122, 130 33 15 lay i3 Nay
Lou 1225 «116 30 15 Hey iS Wey
L03 1348 35 12 16 Hay 14 Hay

YFe 934 o 9 1S May 18 Hay
Yo 108. 3 16 ing 16 way
Yov¥ 9 90 18 way ll May
YO 120 6 6 16 Wey 15 Kay
roa 61 9 0 6 May 16 vay
YO 82 0 0 16 Bay 16 way

z5E

 

a4



 

  

apn eva 3 Niist BTh me

126544 1d he2

126534 1.5 3

126537 oh 1.5 o2 6

126539 0 2 0 06

126541 1.5 1.9 02 oT:

126543 6 1.3 of 6

126532 Ae? he? 2.5 1.3

126535 3 2 216 oh

126538 9 2 of of

126540 o2 12 el5 5

126542 o2 1.5 015 4

126522 035 3 oS 15

AN WLIHe O,c
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TG 7.3 Staff
BAIROXO
WR~362
CURTISS
VP=29
ESTES
BELLE GROVE

LST 762
LST 551
LST 1157
EPPERSON
NICHOLA3
RENSHAW
PHILIP
SHBA
PC 1546
GYPSY
MENDER
RECLAIMIR
MOLALA
APACHE
SIOUX
TaWwAXONT
COCOPA

AINSWORTH
YaG 39
Tac 40
TQ 7.3 UbU
Proj 6.4 aircraft
Proj 1.4 aireraft

hi
€ Total

10
412(44)

682(-6)
=25)

116(-29)
4(~2)

 

 

 
 

3 An ha
AI9) 67122) ~1) 67-1) 8 2OAR) MAS)

376 324(49) wWAA) 14) 7
27-2) 28 20
% 50 31 33 6 1 1 4

30 2

eo(473) nen

30 r
36 103 87 32 2 1

WH) 2
32 ag i
9

35433) _ 1n(¢d) UAL) 3043) 33) (AL)
|

u2(¢7), 15(#8) &fa)

os 6 5(73) (1K) UL) 5045) 5045) 8)
a 9(=20) xB aa(fiz) 6(46) 1A) Avs 141)

Whos 5 G
2heT7 8.20 &.04 2257 0.58 0.15 0.15 0.22



Menke

Ls? 762

1S? 625

lst 762

LST 762

LST 5

dKG. Je

APWi/NG yd

Ot=

sie To

DATE

1 dan

5 dan

7 san

16 jen

13 om

1 Jan

ai oon

26 Jan

& Feb

7 seb

9 ved

18 Fob

20 veb

20 Feb

2i Feb

2L Fed

23 Fed

23 Reb

25 Fab

2 Kar

3 Mar

4 ar

>

PEM

Bileint

Zniwetok

Evivwetok

Eninetok

PAaLvetck

Satwetok

Eniwetok

261

A?
Oe ah

,

Sniwetok

n
m
?

675

74,0

39h

Loh



MILE -BOVE

x oCoP.

ESB id

FEILTF

PEOLIP

RENSH ov

PROLIP

LST 551

Lt 762

SPPECON

PAILIF

L3T 762

L3? 552

6 Nar

9 Kar

10 Bar

10 Ber

il Sar

21 Mar

il kar

li Har

13 Har

13 Har

13 Mer

U “er

iA Har

15 Mar

16 Her

17 Har

mninetol

Biicind

Soivetok

Bainstok

ininetok

Ey

xutaetok

cinetok

Bikini

Eniwetok

Bikini

Endsretok

Enivetok

Eniwetok

Bikini

Biicini

Bikini

Blind.

Eniwetok

Enivetek

Bniwetax

Biking

Bikini

Enivetok

Entwetale

Enaivetok
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SHE

LoT 1146

LST 1126

ak 581

LST 1146

10h OLAS

Lut 551

LT LAS

CURTISS

LOP L246

LST 1146

BELL? ROWE

LST 592

Rick: 4.23

PELL UNE

L3r 553

LIP 1146

TT eAROMI

LH J2

PELL SWE

CURTISS

DF OOX

SEATISS

ay

at, tei TUL SP.

BATE

16 Kae

19 Hear

29 Kes

20 Ker

23 kar

2§ Nar

26 Kor

27 Her

2¢ Har

29 Mer

29 Mer

390 Mar

31 Ker

31 war

3. Ker

 

FRE

iAkind

Eniwetok

a@ilszetox

Bikind

Enivetok

auiitetok

253
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PiSSARQRSZY

fninetek®

Alicint

Bikini

Knlvetok

Bikini

Bniwetwk

Biicind

Bniwetok

Eaiwes

Bikini

Eniwetor

Bikini

Bikini

Baiwetes.

Eniwetok

Enivetok

Eniwetok

Bikini

fainetck

Eniwnotok

Eniwotok

7

-

~
<

x

27

LO

S
a
w
K
w
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e
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SHIP

LISS8TH

aTBS41.38

Lit 76z

Y.u 39

TaG 40

Raed ie

§

ARTAAPOLL SURF oe LAPT (oontinued)

1 apr

12 Apr

12 of

14 «9

l, Aw

VA ape

Ms Apr

4 ae

15 «sr

20 spe

23 at

2% ipe

28 Ape

a ae

3C apr

30 Ape

i bay

7 bey

@ kay

Lh Mey

Bikiet

tninetok

Shiai

sinetok

Kainetok

Eaivaboke

Raixetok

Sauisetok

inivetok

Enivetok

Enivetols

ig

kniwetok

BUcind

unineioic

Riidai

Enivetok

Baiwetak

Bainetok

Enivetok

 

a2

a

1,359
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Incorainyce ee ee er ee re ee ee 2036

Outgoineeoueseesveeeerer ee eee eo 2219

Tn ew eo eo eee oe e were wo reo e eee 3255

Daily Averarve incosinge e ee ee ee eee 63

Daily Average Dutgoinmge «ew ew we we ew eee 46

Clasezified Yessazes «eo we ee ts wee eo ve bb

Eqargyiey «ee oe se weer ere ween ° oO $

Gperational Jamedicte «6 ese eee ce ees 18.4 x

Priority eoeeer ve eeenereevnervere 41.3 %

Reutins wt whebt VEUSAECBe « we eo ee we eee. 40.3 &

aFwtsRO
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QUOT OY TsBK ch Je = TEND7 GRE 1996 THe 2

 

Travel asi for Dies $23,915.09
Telephones ani Uilitics mons
i4litery Fay 1, 543,714.20

orfice Supplies $639.00

Alterations of thipe 30, 00.00
RdLological Defense 400.90
Lend Inorovcnant pane
Buoy Projeet (Coast Guard) sone
Decumentary [hotegrahy none

Transportution of Bao ave 25.06
Jeneval stores Item: for ships 260,24130
Fuel end svGes 168,297.20
Provisions (“ood), (atwral Kesses 312,289.00
ighabilitation of Vin9g living quarters hee

2,351,820, 00

 

‘Trevel ani rer [ies - $9,285.06
Telephone ami Militice 3,5G
UWilitery Pay 4,903,955-00
Gffice cupplics -  85294.06
Alteration af Ships 125,220.00
Radlolevicsl Defense 212, 500.06
Land Lenrovansat by$50.°5
taoy reject (Coast Gusre! 12,006,
Dooumeatery [hetogruhy 237.%
Teaaspertation of Bagri3s We
General storse for ships 459,111.00
Fuel and avGas for shige 823,555635
Proviaions ( jeneral lees) BOB,174688
Nehabilitetion of Ve-cf living juarters 7

GRAD TOTAL 6 ww cc ee et cw we we TyR2IFBO

c
?



 

x

iid Pi 2 SIRT W5h sO,Wahi 2 OF

   

15 BAY 19S

HEY sPi SsPRLATION

by Rca CRIGATED EARNED QHOHLIOATED
Travel 61,000, 59,289.87 21,049.63 1,710.13
Transportation of Things 2,000 7G. 300, 06
Comumniecations 2,000 2,000,
Task Group Overhead 406 300, 100.
Hedificatien of Ships 125,200 85,200. 80,200. 30, 0005.
Land Ieprovrecent 4,500 4,500 .
Documentary Photography 3,009 2,700 185.25 3De

Radiological Defense 13,300 13,000 11,600. 300.
Buoy Froject (Coast Guard) 12.02 122009 __12,000 :
TOTAL 212,400 177,689.87 125,034.88 34s710013

Rote 1 34,710.13 of the unobligated balance returned to CUTF SEVER
on Sl Hay 1954 as excess to Task Croup 7.3 re juireaets.

SEA TUS OF BURRS LAG ALODC MT WOUND 42299 56 Holo By inp SUPr
OFFICER, USS BALRINO (SV¥3-125) AS iy MAY

Received 4,80.
Obligated 200.
Expented 4,200.
Unobli Balance 400.

  

JF GEIPS BaeT ato AT clTTiG eoee Rai >§

HAVel sitBIO. Bok, CO tuhOo iis, Oi18     

 

       

Received 165, 200.00
Onlicated 1,825.00

ixpenied 162,449.55
Unobligated Balance 725-45

Rote 2 Teie allotment will be reported to GIF 52WEN by BuShipe and
4s not reflected in CYB 7.3 Cost Report

WUHo 267 \¥
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XI

PERSONK OL

Commander and Staff of Task Croup 7,3

RADM HR. C. Bruton, US%

Cart R, Ratherford, USH
LODR H. FY. Yedden, ISA

Re]

LODr &£,. C. Dragge, US¥
BYS OG, 8, “oward, SHR

K.2

coR R. A, Klare, USHER

¥-3

CDR. S, Sehmidling, ar
ODOR W. A. Clark, ‘TSN

LGDR D, A. Piekler, USN
LODR L. I. Sstep, USER
LCDR CO. FP. Carleon, HC, USN

Mr, Seymour Gerion

Reh

GOR D. kontecou, USH
cre F. DB, Mulr, oP, 8c, Sr

Pai

LODR J. B. Johnson, Jr,, US
LWG B, O. Yelverton, Jr., i’SKR
LTJG A, ©, Sears, USER

LUO J. D. Engels, US¥

Flag Allowance, Task Group

Re}

COMPSON, James D,, YRAN

FILARDI, George J., S¥
TOLL, Jack A,, YHSR

FRE"DAK, Josevh %,, #2

BR

Comunder
Chief of Staff

Flag Lieutenant & Aide

Flag Seeretary
Permonnel Officer

Intelligence-Securi ty

Plans & Operations
Asst, P &@ (Air)
deat. P &0 (Atomic Defenee)
Anet, P & 0 (Asst Atomic Defense)
Metical Officer
Civilian Consul tant on

Radiological Defense

Logistics Officer
Sapply Officer

Communications Officer
Agst Comm Officer
Kast Comm Officer
Aset Coma Officer

7.3.

MARSE, Alan C,, YK2

JON°S, Thurman D., SF

TYUOMPSCH, James %., YRSC

WILLIAMS, Charles ¥,, Y¥1

G

c
m



 

THOMPSOV, Gene, YW2

BRASWELL, John 0, Jr., WO
MONOALF, tdwin M., YN2
“OCGK, Jame Ree Er3

TAYLOR, Carroll 4., Yl

Adwiral's Barge Crew

JORSS, Francie &., Bl
SAS", Oren K., 73

Staff Sig Crew

WI, Stanley ¥., yg

GURNEY, Myron B,, BH2

Stevards

BROOKS, Janes 2., TH

BROWK, Drue Poe Si2

CEPEDA, Jose C., SHS
FT.OR7S, Johnny C., $26

g
a

La)

Rok

H5

TLMPLETOR, “Award J,, YH2
THACKIY, Kosh T., Jv., 291
WALTTR, Martin Li, Que

TIMHIS, Bobert L., SXC

FORRES, Samuel (na), FH
YAK HOGER, Brace 8., 57

WEIGHT, Mevid L,, S¥

FRAYI, Gane to Toe as

MACSULE, Reynaldo ¥,, SIZ
PARTIN, Robert {‘2), @
TERSOZA, Aurellano (n), SD3

Communications Fersonnel

BALNEZZ20NE, Joseph (a), 173
BARRIFO™R, George H,, W2
CHSAY, George %, 2¥O
DALLYAR¥, Keith W., PES
FOLWEL.., John Hi, Jv., RH2
SARDY, Howard J., Tk2
EOMGEP’S, Ashmore S,, TK2
FUCKOLS, Bobby J,, EM3

I)

RALSIOR, Billy J,, TE3

RUSSTLL, Jack Fo, BAF
TERRY, Kerneth N,, RMSE

VAN HORE, Janes X.,
V2e.ST0NR, Charles C., R¥SK
YORCS, Donald @,, BH2
YOSHNL., George 0,, Jr., Qa?
WSIMTR, Eodert =, E@



LT ¥,
LT R,
LT K,
Lf ¢.
Lf W,
L? T,
UL? &,
Lf J,
Lf 8,
LT R,
L? B,

 

Wileon, USF

Rech, USE
Laughiis, UsS¥

Casey, USE
Brooks, USHR
Burtt, USE
¥Vileon, USE
Sachert, Ust
Yovrer, Vv
Kansenbech, USK
Garlinghouse, UST

GO, USS GOCOPA (ATF-10])
OC, USS WOLALA (ATF-106)
00, USS LST 625
CC, CSS APACHE (ATP-67)
Oind, WNv-Cns
CO, US SIOUX (ATF.75)
00, USS GYPSY (ARSD-1)
00, USS LAT 762
GO, US® BAWAXONT (ATF~114)
oo, UST LET
00, USS PO 2


