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erwey to permit the people
ha 1 Islands. A special
ommittee of consultants has reportec to the Atomlc Energy Commission that
Bikini Atoll, site of more than 20 nuclear tests between 1946 and 1958, is
gain safe for human habitation.
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The Defense Department has reported after a special study that the return
of the people 1s consistent with security *equlrements. There will be a

o uing requirement for the use of some sites on the atoll and there may
be & nced f01 Defense Department personnel to be stationed on the islands
from: time to time. These uses will not nrevent the return of the people nor
the re-establishment of their novmal way of life.

miles long and 15 miles wide,

is a ring of 26 c0'~"1 islands, 25 m
islands. RBefore 1946, when the Biki-
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thwestern fringe of the Mar shall
e moved to make way for nuclezr tests, about 15C persens lived on
t. They moved first to Rongerik Atoll and since 1948 have lived on
the southern Marshall Isiands. The Kili popualation is now about 300.
f about 500 people regard Bikini as their traditional home, including
e wio work and live on other islands. Not all arc expected to seek
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Secause of the dense overgrowth of the islands and the lack of any substantial
ntity { foodstuffs growing on the atcll, an extensive clearing and replkanting
ram will De required. In additica, housing and community facilities, such --
2s & school, dispensary, and a water collection system, will be needed before
ikinians can return from Kili.

The Bikini people will actively participate in both the planning
gee of the resettlement program. The High Commissioner
Territery has been asked to reguest the Bikini people to name a group of their
iers to work with Trust Territory Government personnel and representatives
he United States Government in devcioping 2 comprehensive resettlement
This work ig¢ scheduled to beein with a visit to the atoli within the next
tives, and personnel from
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of the Trust
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ior Departments and

\\C”\b by a team composed of Bikinl represent
; rust Territory Government, the Defense and
the Atomic Energy Commission.
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the intent of the United States and the Trust Territory Government to work
with the Bikini people in building 2 modern and model community on their atoll.



