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The Department ofEnergy and Ite eritege: The Department ofEnergy (DOE) is one ofthe
most diverse agencies inthe Federal government. It was created in 177 from a score of
organizational entiies from 2 dozen departments and agencies, DOR encourages the
development ofenergy technologies in several areas--sclar, geothermal, fossil fuel, and nuclear. it
develops technologies aimed at promoting conservation ofenergy resources. TXOE is one ofthe
largest Federal agency supporters ofbasic scientific research and manages a research coraplex that
inchudes seme ofthe nation’s premier isborstories, DOE helos formulate national policies for
energy use and development. Perhaps surprisingly tomany, DOE alse rans the nuclear weapons
research, development, and oroduction complex as well as associated dismantlement and clean up

activities,

DOE's nuclear heritage comes from the World War 1] Manhattan Project which built the atomic
bomb. The threads ofDOE's involvement with mucieer issues and programs run through the
igliowing agencies: the Manhettan Engineer District (1942-19473, the Atomic Energy
Comunisgion (1947-1975), and the Energy Research and Development Adminstration (1975-
iv?) DOE not onky took over inetions, cultures, and traditions from these agencies, it also
mheriied records fram them. Ofthese agencies, the longest lived and most controversial was the
Atomic Energy Commission (ARO) The AEC also created a greater volume of records than any
other DOE predecessar agency and, net surprisingly, DOE sull has custody ofa substantial

yohume of AEC records.



The Atomic Energy Commission: Prom ins inception in 1247 until ite abolition in 1075, the
AED carried out a Congressional mandate tor « large federal role in atomic energy development.
The AEC maintained programs for muclear weapona research, development, production, and
testing: production ofplutonium and weapons grade uranium: milling anc refining of uranium ore;
luomedical research into the effects ofradiation and nuclear weapons, basic nuclear research im
fields auch as chemistry, physics, and metallurgy, develonment of nuclear reactors, promotion of a

civilian nuclear power industry, and conduct of internaizonal Atome-for-Peace activities. 1¢ was
unaque among federal agencies in combining responsibilities ta both promote and regulate a”
technalogy. It promulgated oficial reguletions to govern the conduct of officials implementing
many of these programs.

in 1947 the AEC assumed control ofresearch and production fcilities created by the Manbartan
Engineer District (MED) during World War Tl The facilities were scattered fromcoast to coast,

with the primary ones being loceted im Oak Ridge. Tennesase, Hanford, Washington: and Los
Alamos, New Mexicn. The MED operated thers through contracts with private universities, such
as the Universty ofCalifornia, and private compames, such as DuPont and Union Carbide. Te
develop the atomic bomb, the MED established a coraplex of production plants and laboratories
im which the government owned the facilities but tagmed the erpertise ofmulustry and unbversities
through contracting out the taskof onerating them.

The AEC did not change the MED's system ofgovernment-owned, comractor operated (GOOCH
iscilities. Toprovide government oversight ofcontractor cnerated fecilities some distance frorn
Washington, the ARC ininally created five field centers ofonerations and gave them broad
ddiggations ofauthority. Lach was to manage a different pert of agency programs, and exercised
broad authority within limite set by AKT Washington headquarters. Each, however, wag to have
unusual initiative and treedam of action as long as 4 operated within general policy guidelines set
by Washington.

‘The Richland Operations Office: At Richland the ARC had to oversee a large phitonium
production complex. intial site construction had started in 194% and within 2 years an enormous
complex was in place. By fune 1944 approximately 39,000 workers labored to complete
Hantord By war's end they had budt a plutonium production Deuliry consisting ofthree nuclear
production reactors, three chemicel separations planis, and other ancillary plants. in accordance
oath the MED's practice af ereploying privete industryio construct and operate the ateric book
development cormlen, Ef Dubom de Nemours and Company constructed and operated the site.

Because this facility was sn large and complex, m 1947 the ARC created « field center of
operations whose sole task was to supervise the Hanford plutonium oroduction facility, Called
the Office of Hanford Directed Operations, the AEC scan changed is name to the Hantbrd
Onerations Office, amd, then a decade later, to the Richland Operations Office. The office was

located in Richland, Washington, o few miles from the Hanford production site, Unlike some

cther AEC operations offices, the Office of Hanford Directed Operations supervised activities,



virtually afl ofwhich were combhected at one site by ane contractor.

By this time Dub'ont had ceased w be Hantord’s prime contractor and General Electric had
accuired the managing and operating contract and assumed responsibility far producing
pluteniom As well as oversesing site plutonium production sctivities, the operationsoffice had
to ensure a smooth tramition from DuPont to General Electric. in this period, facilities, auch ag

the Hanford Laborstories, which conducted research on the biological effects of radioactive

material, were aise established at the site. One ixboratury mission was the study ofthe effects of
radioiodine, which was emitted as a waste product from the cheoucal separations plants "

Hantord production facilities expanded from 1947 ta 1953 tw meet Cold and Korean War
demande for more nucleer weapons. During this period five additional production reactors were
built at Hanford. Thus, the Hanford Operations Office had to oversee a large construction
program while 2 supervised morsasingly efficient plutonium production activities. By 1949
approumately 63,000 people Hved m the Richland ares, und most ofthem were employed in the
plant or at the operations office. As that time the Hanford clants employed more than one-fourth
of all comtractor personnel engaged mm operating aiormuc energy plants and two-thirds of all
coustruction workers engaged in building atomic energy plants.

By the mud 1950s the operations office wes overseeing the operation of eight production reactors
at Hanford. The reactors were run round the clock and improvements to the three reactors built
daring the war allowed them to be run at higher than designed power levels. In the 1960s, one
additional reactor, called the New Production Reactor, went inte operation at Hanford. 1 was a

gual purpose reactor, designed to groduce pliutoniure and electric power. Like the other Hanford
reactors, i was graphite madersted and water cooled,

By the mud 1960s the AECbad mer all Department of Defense requirements for suclear weapons
production and had created a huge arsenal of nuclear weapons. Accordingly, President Lyndon
®. Johnson decided to reduce miclear materials production and presented it as a disarmament
measure in hus 1964 Biete of the Union address. As a result. over the next seven vears, the ABC

shut downall Hantord production reactors, save for the New Production Reactor.

Ad this time the Hanford area was a one industry town. Approximately $300 neople worked
either in site plants or in the operations office. Virtually al were dependent directly ar indirectly
on plutonium production zctivities The AEC, accordingly, tocksteps to keep the area
economically viable ty undertakingite Hanford diversification program, aiming to bring new
industry and contractors into the ares. The operations office's maior task during the remainder of
the decade was to overser the Hanford diversification pragrem for the AEC.

The ARC moved quickly io implement the diversification program. In 1964 the AEC communed
to the use of multiple contractors at the site amd selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus,
hie as one ofthe first ofthem. in 1965 Battelle contracted to run the Handerd Laboratories,
newly designated as Pacific Manhwest Laboaratery The AC then decided to build the Fast Flux



Test Facility (PFTF), to test fvels and materials which would be used in breeder reactors, at
Hanford. Construction of the FPTE began in 1970 and took twelve vears to complete. The AEC
also loceted other provects there, such as the Hanford Contamment Systeme Experiment, designed

to investigate aspects of the saletyof ight water reaciors.

In 1975 the ARC was abolished ead the Richland Operations Office became a part ofthe Energy
Besearch and Develooment Administration (ERDA} Under EAIDA the operations office
employed 303 personnel to oversee 2272 contractor employees engaged in plutonium production
activities, The snoual budget for this came to about 371 mullion In 1977, hywever, ERDA was
gbolished and the Richland Ooerations Office became a part of the Department ofEnergy.

in 1987, several months after the Chernobyl nuclear reactor accident, the New Production
Reactor wae shut down. The reactor wee sirnilar in design to the Chernobyl reactor and safety
concerns led to the shutdown Afterward, most ofthe site's resources were devoted to managing

the environmental legecy left by decades of plutonium production. The Richland Cmerations
UMiice’s job was transformed tram overseving plutonium production to manseing environmental
clean-up and waste products. 1 alan oversees the research, development, and commercialization
oftechnologies for waste management, clean-up, and environmental restoration. The potential
health consequences associated with the operation of the complex was @ seriousconcern among
many who live, or have lived, near the site. As a result, Hanford is currently involved in several
health related studies and the operations office monages TXVE's involvement with these activities.

Richland Operations Office Inactive Records: The operations office retains custody of
records created us long ago es the Work War ID Manhattan Provect. This means that it hax
custody offederal records from a nurcher ofopergtions offices organizations which iimetioned
wader the MED ARC RDA, or DOR. Due to the ARC Henford diversification program, i also
has custody ofrecords trom several different contractor organizations, among them DaFont,

Cyeneral Electric, and the Hantord Exvirommental Health Foundation.

The operations office generally comtrols inactive records on the records box level. Thus, most
finding auls to Richland Operaians Office records consist ofinventories ofthe contents of
individual boxes of records, The inventories appear on Records Transter Request forms which
list the orgamzation which crested an indrwidual box of records. The forms, however, da not

islicate whether the boxes were parte of larger grouns of records retired at the same time.

. Originally many ofthe records about site activities were classified. The Richland Operations
Office has now declassified many of ts older documents in response to Hiigation and to meet
other needs. It has placed many ofthese documents in ite public reading room, thus much ofthe
coments ofthe boxes Heted on the amached Records Transier Request forme may be available in
the Richland public reading roar. As soon as the documents are available, they will be linked to

the Hanford Home Page at brig/Awewhanfordsow/doetrearlingitr.

ce



Richland Qnerations Office Inactive Records--Selected General Mlectric Materials: The
attached records box mventories list some of the oldest and most bnportamt records in the custody
afthe operations office. They contain documents created by reneral Electric in its capacity a8
Hanford’s sale operating contractor between 1946 and 1964. Their contents capture important
management and operating piulosuphies, policies, and practices during « crucial period in
Hantord's history. The boxes and their highlights are as follows:

Box Numbers — Highhechs

1. 84966-58 €4970, iE. Manager's Correspomiense 19 ARC, 1946-1267

85255, 4237-58,
S5260

Z, GETS Piles ofWE. Jonson, GE.Site Manager and later ABC
Corurgsioner

3. PRS6D, 7ES62 Haniord Orgamization Charts and Bulletins

4. GB2980, GRI985, Hanford Technical Operating Manuals
SF82987, CFB2990.91.

82007, G8460102 |

%. e382707, GS2673 Hanford Technical Neebooks

The box inventories may not reflect the present condition ofthese records.

Arranging for Access to Richland Operations Office-Selected General Electric Materials:
Access to unclassified portions af these materials can be arranged under provisions ofthe
Freedom ofinformation Act (FOIA) An POLA request may be submitted, or additonal
information sbout the records obtained, by contacting the FOLA officer at:

Freedom ofInformation Act Officer, AT-7S

US. Department ofEnergy
PO. Box $86
Richland, WA 89352
Phone, $00-276-623 18

Some of the records on the attached bow inventories may have previously been made available at
the DDE reading room in Richland These records may be reviewed ond duplicated at the reading
room. There is a fee for duplication. The reading roor can be reached at:

DCE Public Reading Room
100 Sprout Koad



Richland, WA 990352
Phone: 439-376-2583

E-maih ReadingRoomitonl gov
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