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The Department of Eoergy and Itz Herltage: The Departmug of Energy (DOE) is one of the
most diverse agencies in the Feders! government. It was oreated in 15977 fom a score of
organizations! extiies from » dozen departments and agencies. DOE encoursges the
development of energy techoologien in several arsas-solar, geothermal, fosell fuel, and nuglesr. &t
develops technologies shned &t promoting conservation of epergy resouroes, DHOE s ong of the
largest Feders] agency supporters of bage sclentific resesrch and manages 2 research sosopley thay
includes sorve of the nation's promier lnborstories. DOE helps formulate nationsd policies for
snergy use and development. Pechaps surprisingly to amry, DOE also runs the muclesr wespons
resegrch, development, and production complex gs well a3 amsoviated Semantiement and clesn up
autivities.

DOE's nuclear heritage comes from the World War 11 Mashattan Projest which built the stomic
bomb. The thresds of DOE'S imvolvernent with nucleer bsues and programs run through the
fpflowing agencies: the Manhatan Engineer District {1942-1947), the Atomic Energy
Commission (1947-1973Y and de Ensrgy Research sod Developmen: Admintstration {1975~
1TTy DOE not ooy took over Binetions, cultures, sned traditions Bom thess agencies, it also
mherited records from them, O these agencies, the longes bved and mowt controversial was the
Atormie BEnergy Commission (AEC),  The ABC also created & greater volume of records than any
other T¥OE predecessor ageney and, nod surprisingly, DOE sull has custody of 2 substantal
volumg of AEC records,



The stomic Energy Comvmission: From by inception w1947 untl] its abolition in 1975, the
AR carvied out a Congressional mandate for 3 large federal role in stomic energy development,
The ABC muntained programs for suclesy weapons research, development, production, and
westing, production of plutonium snd weapons grade uranium milling and refining of wanium org;
omedical ressarch int the effbcts of radiation and nuclesr weapons, basic nuclear research in
felds such ss chemistry, phywies, snd metallurgy, development of nucleer reactors; promotion of 2
civilian nuclesr power industry, and conduct of ntermational Atoms-for-Peace activities. Tt was
unkgue gmong federal agencies i combining responsibilities to both promote and regulate s
wohnology, B promulgated offcial reguletions 1o govern the conduct of officials implementing
many of these proprams.

in 1947 the AED assumed controd of resesrch and produstion Boilities created by the Manbartan
Engineer Digtrict (MED) during Workd War 11 The facilities were soatiered from coast 1o coast,
with the primary oney being locsted in Ok Ridge, Tonnesses, Hanford, Washington, and Los
Alamos, Mew Mexice, The MED operated them theough contracts with private universities, such
as the Unpversity of Californie, snd private compsnies, such 23 DuPont and Union Carbide. To
develop the stomic bomb, the MED established 2 complex of production plants and laborstories
in which the government owned the foilities but tapped the wiperise of industry and uslversties
through contracting out the task of operating them,

The AEC did not change the MEDs sygtem of government-wned, comractor operaed (GOU)
facilities. To provide govermmen oversight of contranior operated fcilities some distance from
Washington, the AEC nitially cooated Bve field ceners of operations and gave them broad
delegations of muthority. Each was 1o manage 2 different part of sgency programs, and exersised
broad suthority within Bmits set by ABC Washingion beadyuaners. Bach, however, was 1o have
unysual initiative and freedom of action as long 35 ¥ operated within genersl policy guidedines sgy

by Washington.

The Richland Operations Officer A2 Richland the AEC had 1o overses 2 large phutonium
wroduction compler. Initial site congtruction had staned in 1947 and within 2 veurs a0 snormous
complex was in place. By June 1944 sppronimately 39,000 workers Iabored to complets
Hanford, By war's end they had bult g phuonium production Bty consisting of three nuclear
proshuction neactors, three cheenioal separations plams, snd other ancillary plants. In sccordance
with the MED's practice of mreploving privete mdustyy 10 construet and operade the stomic bomb
development comphes, L DuPont de Nemours and Company constructed and operaied the site.

Because this facility was so large and complex, m 1947 the AEC created o feld conter of
operations whose sole 198k was 10 wpervise the Hanford phutosium production facility, Called
the Offics of Hanford Dirscted Operstions, the AEC soon changed 83 name to the Hanford
Operations Office, and, then # decade Iater, 10 the Richland Opergtions Office. The office was
located in Richland, Washington, o fow miles fomy the Fanford production site. Unlike some
ather AEC operations offices, the Offce of Hardord Direrred Operations supervised sonvities,



virtuslly sl of which were conduried gt one site by ong contractorn

By this ime Dulont had coased 1w be Hanfrd's prime comiractor and Gepersd Elecrric bad
acipdired the managing and operating contract and assumed responabitity for producing
plotomurm,  As well a3 oversesing site phutonium produciion saivitles, the operations office hed
o ensure 8 stnooth trenstion Fom DuPont o Genersd Fleorie. I this peoiod, faoilides, such ag
the Hanford Laborstoriss, which conducted research on the biological effects of radioactive
material, ware also extablished 4 the site. One boratory misgion was the study of the effents of
sacdiciodine, which was smitted a8 2 waste product from the cheoncal separations plants. '

Hanford production facilities expanded from 1947 1o 1953 w0 meet Cold and Borean War
demunds for more nuchesr weapons, During this period Hve additional production reactors were
built ot Hanford. Thus, the Hanfiwd Operstions Office had 1o overses 2 large comstruction
program whils # supervised increasingly efficient plutodurm production aotivites. By 1949
approsimstely 63,000 people Bved i the Ricklond ares, and mog of them were soploved in the
plant or at the operations offfce. A thet time the Hanford plans emploved more than one-fourth
of all comractor personse! engeged o operaiing siomi energy phents and two-thirds of i
soustruction workers engaged in bulbding stomic energy plamts

By the nud 1950s the operations offics was oversssing the operation of deht production reactors
st Hanford, The resctors were num sround the clock and improvenssts 1o the three reactors buill
during the war allowsd them 10 be run at gher than designed powsr levels. In the 1980s, one
sdditionad resctor, called the Mew Production Reactor, west indo operation of Hasdord, Htwasa
dus! purpose reactor, designed 1o produce phaonhon and slectric power. Like the other Hanflod
regeiors, § was graphite modersied snd water cooled.

By the mud 19603 the AEC hald et sl Departmens of Defeuse requirements for nuclesr weapons
production and bad created 2 huge arsensl of nudlesr weapons. Ascordingly, President Lyndop
B. Iohnson decided to reduce nuclesy materials production and presented it a5 2 disarmacmen
messirs in lus 1964 Blaw of de Union address. As g romb, over the next seven vears, the ABC
shut down all Handord production reastors, save or the MNew Production Reactor

Ad this time the Hanford ares was 2 one industry wwn, Approdimstely 8300 people worked
sither in site plants or in the operations office. Virally 2 were dependent directly or indivectly
on phutonium production sctivities. The ABC, scoordingly, took steps 1o keeyp the wes
econonically viable by underaking s Hanford divergification program, siining 1o bring new
industyy and comtraciors into the ares. The opergiions office’s major task during the remainder of
the decade was o overses the Hanford diversificarion progrem for the AEC

The AEC moved quickly 1o implement the diversification program. In 1964 the ABC commined
o the use of multiple comractors at the site amd selecred Battelle Memonial Insttute of Columbus,
o as ong of the fret of them In 1989 Bantelle comtractad 1o run the Handord Leboratories,
newly designated as Pacific Morthwest Laborgiory. The AR then decided 1o build the Fast Flux



Tegt Facility (FFTFY, 10 teg Buels and mmerials which would be used in breeder reactors, &t
Hanford., Construction of the FETF began in 1970 and mok twelve vears to complete. The AEC
alse loceted other projects there, such as the Hanftwd Contanment Sveterms Bxperiment, designed
i investipaie sspects of the safbty of Helt water restions.

In 1975 the ABC was sbolished snd the Richiand Operations Office became g part of the Energy
Research and Development Adouistration (ERDAY. Under BEBIDA the operations oifice
smploved 303 personnel 1o oversee 2272 contrsctor emplovess engaged in plutonium production
activities, The snousl budget for this came to abous 371 malllon. In 1977, however, ERIDA wis
sholished and the Richlignd Operations Ofice became & part of the Depariment of Energy.

i 1987, several months sfter the Chernobyl nuclesr regotor socident, the New Production
Resctor was shut down. The reactor was denilar in design 1o the Chermobyl reacior and safety
concerns led 1o the shutdown, Afterward, most of the site's resouross were devoted (0 managing
the environments! legecy left by decudes of plutontum produstion. The Richizad Operaions
Offior’s job was transformed fom oversesiog pluteniuns production 10 mansging sovironmenisl
clean-up and waste products. 1 slso oversees the research, developmens, and commercialization
of technologies for waste mansgement, clean-up, snd sovivonmenial restoration. The potentisl
health consequences assodiated with the operation of the complet was 3 Serious CORCEm woong
many wh ve, or have ved, near the site. Az g result, Fanford s sorremly vvolved in seversl
hendth refated studies and the operations office menages DOE's involvement with these activities,

Richland Operations Office Bractive Records: The operstions office retging custody of
records crented 38 long ago as the World War I Manhatian Proiect. This moeans that 3 bag
custody of federal records Bom  nureber of operstions offices organizations which fmctioned
under the MED, AEC, BRDA, or DOE. Due to the AEC Henfud diversification program, i also
has custody of records Som seversd Efferent contracior orpmizations, among themn DuPont,
Ceneral Electnie, and the Handord Bovironmental Health Foundation.

The operstions office generally comrols inactive records on the recosds box level Thus, most
fndding awds 1o Richland Operations Offics records consist of inventories of the contems of
individual boses of records, The nvemories sppear on Records Transfer Request forms which
Hat the orgamzation which crested an individual box of records. The forms, bowever, do not
waficate whether the bowes wers parts of lgrger groups of reconds redred 2t the same time.

- Oiriginally many of the records ahout site activities were chassifled. The Richiand Operstions
Office has now declassified many of 85 olider documents in respoose to Hiigation and 1o mest
other needs. It has placed many of theee documents i it public reading room; thus nach of the
coments of the boxes Hued on the ansched Bevords Trassior Beguest fhoms may be available in
the Rickland public reading rocm. As soon 25 the documents wre available, they will be linked w
the Hardord Home Page ot Wip Swerw hantord govidoefreading b

£



Richland Operations Office Insctive Records—Selecied Genersd Elestrie Materinls: The
attached records boy invergories Bt some of the oldest and most importan records in the custody
of the operations office. They comtain dovoments oreated by Denerad Bloctrio in ity capacity as
Hanford's sole operading contractor between 1946 snd 1964, Their comients capture bnportant
mansgement and opersting plalosophies, policies, and practices during g onwciad period in
Hanford's history. The boxes and thelr kighlights gre s follows:

Box Mumnbers C Highlighy
i, B4856.58 84970, GE Marsgers Correspondence 10 ABL, 19461967
BSZ5E, BRI5T.58, .
BE260
2. 65799 Files of W E. Jobmson, (8 Site Mansger and Inter ABC
{ompmssioner
3. TERGL, TRS62 Hantord Orgamization Charts and Balleting
4. GBISSD, (RI985, Hanford Techrieal Opersting Mannals
382047, 38298091, :
GBI, GBAG01IDT
5. (3BRIGT, (382673 Hanford Technicsl Mombooks

The box inventories may not reflect the present condiion of these reconds,

Arvanging for Access tp Richland Operations Office—Seleried General Elsctric Materials:
Access o unclassifisd portions of these reaterials can be arranged undey provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act (POIAY,  An FOLA request may be submitted, or sddidonal
information sbowt the records obtained, by comacting the FOLA officer st

Fresdom of Informanon ao Officer, AT75
115 Department of Hoergy

2.0 Box §50

Richland, WA 29352

Phone, 509.376-63518.

Some of the records on the sttached boy inventories may have previously been made available &
the DIOE resding room in Bichland. These records may be reviowed and duplicated 2 the reading
oo, There is a fee for duplication. The reading room can be reached at

EE Public Resding RBoom
104 Sprout Road



Bichland WA 993353
Phone: M8-376.8543
Eeomatl Reading Roomi@pnlgov
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