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Dear Mr. Chairman:

¥V askingten Peost of that date concerning kizgh altitude atexxic tasts,
you askzd that I sdvise you concesrning the circwnstances le te
the releass of the informaties coxtained thersin, wher it was
declaspified and by whem, and the reasoz for the manner in wkich
it wzs relsased. You asksd zlso that ] informx you why the Jeint
Ceozzinitliee wis not netified in gdvsnce of the relsass,

Iz your letter ¢f March 19, 1259, referring to hoadlines in‘&s

As ] informed your Cammittec on Jansary 19, 1959, discussions
were in pregrese at that time as tc the advisabdlity of doclassifying
those aupocts of the ARCUS experiment which were primarily of|zcien-
tific interest ead that declizion had been reachsd te withhold sucl action
until the scientific group stedyiny the results of the eperation hal sub-
mitted {tz report. This repert has not yet boen received by the
Depextment of Defense; conseguendy, as of dMarch 18 no actien Had
been tzken with reapect to the declassification of any aapocts of ke
ARGUS eperation. '

You will recall that I informed your Committee during the
bearing ef January 19th that the Department of Defense kad rtur to
belicvs that sxme elements of the prese ware zware of the operation
and it nature, At about 5:60 P, M. or diarch 18th the Directsz,

Advanced Research Projects Agency, was advised by z &= call
fromi & represeatative of the Hew York Times that a stary of the
ARGUS opcration would appsar in the Times the fellowing m .

The Dircecror advised the caller that all aspects of ths operation|were
stil]l classified and strongly usged that no information relotive
thereto be pullisked. He thzn informed the Doputy Sccretary of
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Defense whe, in turn, infermed ths Dirseter, Defense Resee znd
Engincering, under whose general esupervisicon the operation hafl beon
conducted, ar to the conversation witk the New York Times.

The Diractor, Dzfiense Reuzarch znéd Exginsering, cooclgde
that {f the AKGUS stery should appesnr, it weuld be in the puklic

be confirrme4 witheut endengering the netional security. Accoriirsly,
he preparsd 2 brief statement af the natnre 2nd ohjactives of
ARGUS -**er"....*nt and, after c.cmsult..tion with appropriate g

5mtsmen‘ {a copy of which wes furnishsd yoa the {allowing ma
was forrmally relesased by the Aesistint Secretary of Defeunse (J
Adfairs) shortly after midnight when it war definitely known &

New York Timses atory Lzd already eppsared in the sarly me
editiaon,

Az you kaow, it is my responsibility to keap you informe
thess matteys. Failare to notlfy your Cammittee priar to the [
af March |5 reats entirely with me. Unfortunately, I left my ¢

knowing that the New Yerk Times bad stated its intentiea to puk
the story. I cnderstand that severzl sttsmpis were onde to ;
e prier to my return to my residence at cboat 10:00 P, M, , Ba

without success. As © comsequence, | was gnaware of the o
stances antil [ arrived at my office the following morxing.

The situation prescanted by the New York Times s
normal procedures for dealing with matters of declasaificat
release for publicatior. I hope you will agree that thase respi :
for bundling thie case made every reasonabie efiort to arrivejat a
propér salution under the cirycumstances.

Simcerely yours,

¢ 4 - N bd .-
(Signed, Hsrhert 8. Labar

Herbart 8. lLoper
Ascistant to the ry
of Defeanse (Atomie rgy)
Honozrahle Clinton 7. Anderseca
Chairrnan, Jetmt Committae oz Atomic Energy
Congress of the Uxitad States
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Dizwribution:

ASDI(PA)
ATSD(LA)

Dir, DRLE

Dir, ARFPA
Chmn, AEC

Dr. . Killian
Gen. Goodpaster
Chmr, MLC
Chief, ~FSWY¥P
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