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BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY

ACN I Abs
fo RECORD OF SUPPLELZUNTARY PRESS CONFERONCE

a FOR {ONG ISLAND EDITORS

Februcry 28, 1947 4

Participants: Dr. Lincoln R. Thicsmeycr, Exceutive assistant to the
Director, Brockhavon National Leboratory, Chairman;
Dr. Lyle B. Borst, Lcadcr of tho Pile Project, Brookhaven

Naticnal Laboratory; Dr. M. Stanloy Livingston, Leadcr
of the Cyclotron Project, Breckhaven Naticnal Laboratory;
Mr. Lawrence R, Swart, Chicf cf the Porsonnel Division,
Brookhaven National Laboratory; Hr. W. E, Kclicy,
Aeting Manager, Atomic Encrgy Cormission, Madison Square
Aroa3; and G, Udward Pendrny, Public Relations Consultant
for Broeckhavon Notional Laboratory.

PENDRAY: Since Dr. ‘Jorsc and the Trustecs have hed tc leave for thoir

mecting, Dr. Linccln R. Thicsmoyer, Exccutive assistant to the Dircctor,

will serve as Chairman cf this portion of tho press crcnferences. Dre

Thicsmceyor,.

THIESIYER: Inasmuch as the overall purpescs and goncral plans of the

Brockhaven Laboratcry have boon covered at scio longth in the session

that preceded this, I belicve it is unnecessary for ic to add any intro-

ductory comments. I, thoreforc, wolecnc your qucsticns and will refcr

them tc noubors of cur staff who have romaincd as a pancol to assist ne

in answoring then.

QUESTION: Why docsn't the Laboratcry medify scme cf the barracks here

at the camp to provide housing fer its staff?

THISSMEYER: «4 plon for doing sc is under ecnsidoration at present, This

is aimed, however, at previding only temporary heusing tc case the

situaticn until sere permancnt heusing is available, perhaps thrcugh a

ccnstruction progran cf sme scrt in the surrcunding ecrmunitics. Tho
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Labcratcry is anxicus, hcweveor, to avoid building a city hcre at the sitc.

We want to convert this into a univorsity typo cf atmesphere and to

encourage our staff tc find hemes in the noighbcring ecrmmmitics, just

as they would around a large university.

QUESTION: Is there gcing tc be any danger fren radicactivity in the

neighborhocd?

THIESMEYIR: Noe

QUESTION: Hasn't tco much beon said cn this alrcady?

THIESMEYER: Ovcremphasis is worse than ncthing ot all. But it ccrtainly

is not amiss tc point out that in the operaticns cf the Labcratcry wo

oxpect to take all the noccssary precautions, not only tc protect our

owmm staff, but all the pecplo in the surrcunding torritory.

QUESTION: That are the possiblo dangors of radicactivity to pcoplo?

BORST: You have scon at Bikini what cno might say is a possible danger.

The underwotor cxplcsicn at Bikini preduced the maximum -= the nest difficult

problcn, <aAt this lnabcratory there will be no ccnpareble situaticn. To

will ecnfine all active matcrials which arc preduccd until we are able to

dispose of them withcut possibly injuring the surrounding ecrmunitics.

QUESTION: Will you stere them?

BORST: For a considerable poriod.

QUESTION: There is no dangor in that?

KSLLEY: I would like te add a word there. Dr. Borst frightened mc whon

he started talking about Bikini. Wo are not dealing hore with cxplesivo

matorials. We are cxpcrincnting with all types cf matcrials, but there is «==

QUESTION: <All the cloments will nct be hero that wore at Bikini?

KELLEY: Not in the ferms necded in order tc create an oxplosions

QUESTION: Is the product you will make hore of an explesive naturo?
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KELLEY: Ne, we are nct playing with oxplosives. ‘I wish the point hadn't

cOMmG UP. It is vory remcte from tho work tc be dene horee »

BORST: We erc doing fundamental rescarch. ‘ic are planning to uso 2

nuclear reactor (cr pile) that centains seme <f the mterials which

under special precesses can be mide intc a bomb. ‘Wo arco net making bormbse-

we are not precossing matorials in the manner nocossarye Te never have

any intonticn of deing soe’ At Oak Ridge, at Hanfcrd, “ashington and

at Chicago nermal insurance rates prevail. “oe oxpoct the sano te be truc

at Breckhavon. This is not a hazardcus cecupatione

QUESTION: The work was cenducted with ccnsiderable socrocy at Oak Ridgoe

That would prevont tho infcrmiticn from going to insurance ccmpanics.

BORST: That is incerrect. The insurance ccmpanics have net changed

their pelicy since the cnd cf tho war. There is ne hazardcus cecupaticn

connected with this werk.

QUESTION: Outsido «f any chemical Labcratcry?

BORST: Nct cveon a chemical laberatcry.

QUESTION: «ill your werk affoct radio rcecpticn in this aron?

BORSTs It wen't affcet radio reecpticn. |

QUESTION: Will it affect the natural drinking wnter?

BORST: No sire

QUISTION: “ill it affect the fishing industry?

BORST: Noe

QUESTION: ill it affoct the agriculturel industry?

BORST: No, ‘.c aro investigating all -f thesc things. “ce are going to

spend a lot cf mency tc find cut safe mcthcds fcr handling the matcrials.

We assure you that wo are ---

QUESTION: %i11 there be any consership impcsed hero?



BORST: Only military.

PENDRAY: Yeu mean only cn matters -f'a military noturce >

KELLEY: Sinco sc much cf the basic informaticn was develcped during

the war cn tho Monhattan project, these pecplc hero will need a lot of

that information. It is still scerct information, ‘“e will mike it

available to thom for their usc, There will always be censorship on

those thingse But as to what we aro doing hore, I don't foresee any

econsorship.

QUESTION: In linc with the confcrenco befcre ~= are there any nedical .

research nen on the staff?

THIDSMEYCR: Not as yet. Thore will be. “ec oxpect to activate a Depart-

nent of Modical Research. .

QUESTION: Is the Carnogic Institution, Ccld Spring Harbor, cne of tho

laberatorics working with you cn tho biclogical angles?

BORSTs Yo have already contacted sone cf the biological institutions in

the vicinity. ‘oc will ccntact mere of theme Ccld Spring Harbor, “iccds

Holo, the Buronu cf Fishories at Now London and varicus cther institutions

will bo invited tc participate. “co cnly have o small staff at the prosont

time. “oc have not yet assomblod a grcup cf biclogists. ~-o have to havo

time tc do this,

THISSMEYER: Our fundanmontal purpose is to provido facilitics fcr the use

of tho public in this whelo regione Cooperction botwoen this institution

and all the resocarch institutions in this arca is natural and is centon-

plated.

QUESTION: The mterials which you will need from timo tc time, will ycu

bo flying any of thom in? De you ecntomplate using Macarthur Ficld?

THIESMEYER: That is a little difficult tc predict. I sce ne roascn
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why wo should nct de thate

QUESTION: Havo any plans been mado?

THIESMEYER: Not specifically, If wo nocd mtcrials ina hurry, we will

ask for shipment by air freight just as any other organization nicht do,

QUISTION: ‘what arrongomonts will be made here fer forcign scientists to

cone ond study?

THIESMEYER: That question involves the policy cf the Atonic Inoergy

Commission which will govorn cur operations, ‘ce will certainly welcome

oxchange of infcrmation and perscmncl, if this is pessiblos

QUESTION: “hat is the situation at the prescnt time cn employment? ire

you short cf personnel hero?

THICSMEYER: Mr. Swart, Chief of our Personnel Division, is on my loft

and can tell you what the situation is in that regards

SWART: we are not short cn them, but we are net long on them eithcr.e

Fundamentally our pcelicy is going to be to hire evorybody we can from the

local areas “oe dontt want tc increase tho housing problome If we were

to bring in everybody fron outside, we would. ~.c want to use local pecple

so far as possible. Our scicntific staff will undoubtedly cone fren

outsides. I have beon encouraged by the types cf people we have beon able

to got so fare There are not millions of jobs available; but as we

grow we are going to need moro pecple and I think we will be able to

hire most of them locally, outside of the scicntific staff.

QUESTION: In what capacity would most of them be hired locally?

SvuART: Clerks, typists and stonographors, to a certain oxtente. <c

are going to fill in the administrative staff, and we will need machinists,

technicians -= a gecd many of these poeple with scme basic training can

be trained further and we intend tc have a training program to train thome
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vie will need maintenance personnel, scme guards and fircfichtors. ue already

have a staff of fircfightors and of guards and there is a possibility wo

many need more. These needs are going tc dcvelcp as wo grceWe 0 aro

ccmmitted te a pclicy of using local people if wo pessibly can. I can

sec no reascn why we can't got the majcrity -f cur ncnesciontific staff

within o radius of 25 or 50 milos.

THIESUBYER: Looking forward into the future, since one of the fundamental

purposes is to train young scientists, there may be carcers right hore at

Brookhaven for young pecple from this arca who take their degrecs in

scicnce at participating universitics or olscowhcrc.

QUESTION: Are there cther rescarch contors such as this anywhere in the

ecuntry?

THIESMEYER: One in the Chicago area, argenne Labcratory, one in Berkeley,

and another established at Clinton at Oak Ridgo.

QUESTION: Are they cf this size and dcing the scmc thins?

THIESMEYDR: Ur. Kellcy, do you wish to ccmmont cn this?

KELLEY: They might be ccmparablo in sizc, but their cbjcctivos will be

difforonte

QUESTION: How did you happen to chocse this placc, because it was remote?

KELLEY: Bocause it was available. A specific inspecticn was made cn the

availability of just what we needed. “lc might hevo selected any of soveral

lccations in this general territorye

QUESTION: On the pregram here, will infcrmation bo available frem timo

tc tinc?

THIESIHEYER: wo hepe that most of the work we do will be available to the

general public and we hope to have moctings just like this te which repro-

sontatives cf the press arc invited tc ccme and ciscuss with us our
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progress and cur plans»

QUESTION: To what extent will tho prejoct be self-contained as to servicos?

SvaiRT: There won't be any such thing as laundrics, bakcrics anc butchcer-

shops. «co aro not going tc have pocple living hore. “Ze don't want o

laboratory towne «0 arc not going to run facilitics such as you weuld

find on a naval cr arny installaticn. .c may usc the local laundrics

for, maybe, scme overnight guost placcs, The cafeteria operatcrs will

usc supplicrs. Thoy will got their ment and groccrics from cutside. Thoy

won't have everything right on the areca.

QUESTION: To what cxtont will you give cut subecntracts te local indus~

trics? Machine shops and the likc, if any?

BORST: I have lecked inte that a little bit arcund horo and I will

say that any machine shcp capable cf doing tho work is geing to get the

jobs These are special jebs -- high-precisicn instrumont-mckor's jobs.

“e prefor deing a job near us rather than sond it cff to Illincis, for

exanplc.e

QUESTION: There will probably be quite a fow transicnt visitors -- arc.

there any hotel provisions here?

THIESMEYER: There are facilitics hero at tho site fcr cvornight guosts

which will be activated. «0c oxpoct to have a ¢ccd many visitors curing

the summer, espocially, visiting scicntists with cnd without their

families.

QUESTION: They will all bo taken care of at the basco?

THIESMEYER: Only a relativoly small numbor can bee «0c will have to depend

on hotels in the neighbcrhood te help cut in accommodating our visitors.

QUESTION: «i211 the site bo protected in any cthor way than “by guards

Do you need a fence arcund it to kcep cut trespasscrs?

THIFSMEYER: I don’t knew cf any reascn why adiiticnal protection sheuld be

aacl
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necessarys ~o will protcet Governnent preperty in the samo mannor as it

has boon dono during anc since tho war.

QUESTION: Is there any particular rcason why the big cyclotren is gceing

to be located cn the side of a hill?

LIVINGSTON: Just fcr the propor handling cf tho shiclding of persenncl

from radiaticn. Peorsennol who are gcing tc handle tho machinc, the min-

tonance and operating persennel, must bo pretected adequately. Theyaro

tho ones noarby. If they are protected preperly, nebcocy at greator

distance can be in dangere This is dene by burying tho machine in a hill.

QUESTION: How wide is the radius cf radioactivity?

LIVINGSTON: In the cyclotron it weuld bo relativoly wminpcertant, not

observable at any considorable distances. I think that Dr, Borst has

aircady cutlined the mthods cf e-ntrelling that in the pilo.

QUESTION: Fer tho prosont you will get ycur clcectric pewor fren what

utility?

LIVINGSTON: The Leng Island Lighting Ccnpany.

QUESTION: Ultimately will you be goncrating ycur -wn power hero?

BORST: Atomic powcre

QUESTION: 4s I understand it, you want tc make the least amcunt of

hocus-posus secrecy about your preject hore. This is tc be just ancthor

rescarch organizaticn, built as any cthor univorsity nicht bo?

THIESMBYER: “co hope there will be 4 minimun of sccurity rostricticns

and cortainly no hocus=-pocus cbout ite

Although I know you have cther quosticns, I bolicve wo must censidccr

this conferonce adjcurncd. Tho bus tc take press representatives to

Patchogue is scheduled tc leave in just a few minutcs. “co aro pleased that

yeu came and have been sc kconly intcrestod in this prejoct. ~.c hope to

have you all with us again sccn and repentedly as we crewe This is your

entiee a eeatlema!
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Laboratory and we want you tc fccl at heme hcrcoe I Omsorry that this

scssicn must be abbreviated, but I assure ycu that this is cnly tho

first in a series cf cpportunitics for ycu tc moot with us and ask qucs=

tions about uSe .
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