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Deer Dr. fNarren

In my letter of April 12, in response to your letter cf
arch 29, 1§49, I stated that Argcnne National Lateretory woulcd be,
51ad to accept” the responsizility for the ticlogicsl, research pro=-
sram in connecticn with the next zests. 1 further sta*«d thai the
Lavoratory hed assigned this responsitility to Dr. austin I, Zrues
who would sarve as its recresentative,

Subsequent to this lstter, Dr. Zrues discussed with you in
Detroit on &pril 20 the magnitude of the operstion and further dis-
cussed the situation with Dr. Zowers on the evenirg of Aprll 24, !
Ore Brues' pasition was that if anyone from Argcane Jaticral laborstaory
tcok cver the responsibility for these tests it would reguiie the major
share of his time. Turthermore, it became clear that much more than
technicel responsivility was involved and that the admiristrative
rasponsibility weulc far outweigh the purely scientific activities.
This was discussed with Ur. Zowers, and he agreed that this judgement
was probably correct, and that with the increasing scientific load
nere at Argonne Laboratory, it was probably true that Dr. Brues should
not undertake this further responsibility. The followirg afterncon &
conference was held with Zr. Wright lengham and Dr. J.v., Clark of Los
Alamos in which the matter was further discussed. lhe result of this
discussion was simply to confirm the earlier decisicns,

In view of the above discussions Dre Bowers indicated *hat it
woulc be necessary to make other arrangerents, of which the most likely
would be the assumption of the responsibility by the Yashington Office.
Dre. Brues has given his assurance that he would be glad to express his
opinicns and to provide whatever advice ne could give ia connectior with
the tests, on a strictly informal basis.
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As a result, 1t is the understanding of Argonne National
Laboratory that it has been formally divested of any special responsi-
bility for these tests. I am very sorry that this situsmtion has arisen,
but I must confess that I concur. I trust that you will feel free, however,
to make whatever use you cen of the advice and assistance on technical

matters which Drs. 2rues and Ligco, and the other members of their staff,
can provide.

Sircerely yours,
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