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LETIER DATED 2 APRIL 1953 FRO’ THE PEPPSSS TATIVE OF THE UUITSD STATE

ADDRESSED TO TB SECT” PY-GECEPAL RELATING TC TSB 7
TRUST TENRITCRY CF THE PACIFIC ISLAN

On instructions from my Government, I have the honor, through you, to

mati oynotify the Security Council that, effective April 2, 1353, Bikini atoll in the

Trust Territory of the Pacific islands, is closed for security reasons pursuant

to the provisions of the Trusteeship trreement in order that the United States

Govern-ent, acting through its Atomic Imergy Commission, may conduct necessary

atomic experizents. The closed area consists of the entire Bikini Atoll,

located at aovroximately 165° 22! east Yongitude and 11° 36! north latitude,

and the territorial waters adjacent thereto.

Entry into the closed area shall be in accordance with such regulations

as the United States Coverniment may prescribe.
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The Security Council is furtner notified that periodic visits provided fo:

ye

in trticle 87 {c) of the Charter of the United lations are"suspended in the clesei

area until further notice, as permitted by article 13 of the Trusteesnip

“Agreement. ith tris exception, the provisions of Article E7 of the Charter will

continue to arply. ‘with respect to Article €8 of the Charter the tnnited States

Governnent will, of course, report to the United Nations on the oolitical,

econotic, social end educational advanzerent of the

erritory. In this connection it snould ce pointed
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sone 170 former inhabitants of Bikini were evacuated from the atoll in 176

prior to the militar.ry effects tests conducted at that time. After study

of suitable alternative sites and consultations with the people, they were

relocated on the islend of Kili in the southern Varsnall Islands. -The United

Staves wiil continue, 2s it hes in the prst, to provide information concerninz

their welfere to the United Nations.

s There is attached her‘eto, for the informaticn of the Security Council, a

>
copy of a press release on this subject issued on April 2, 1253 by

&
4 “the Atomic

Energy Commission of the United States.

It is requested that cocies of this letter, together with its enclosure

be circulated to members of the Security Council.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my hishest consideration.

Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.

United States Permanent
Representative to the Security Council
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APPIL 2, 1953

BIKINI ATOLL ADDED TC ATCVIC
A PCVING GROUND Ili PACTFIC

Washington, April 2 -- To accormodete the rapidly excardin

developing and testing new and izproved nuclear wearons the United States stonic

Snersy Comission is enlarging the Pacific Preving Ground in the \arshall Islands

to include Zikint es well as Iniwetck stcll. 3ikini is 150 miles to the

ezstvard of Bniwetok, Consirc 6 a o
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shortly.

Use cf fildni is necessary because of the limited size of Eniwetoz, where

tests were conducted last ?N_verver. Fniwetok will be the heedquerters end main

oncrating base for the Provine Ground. Hikini and Eniretok will rersin under

the civil jurisdiction of the Derartment cf Interior. AC uses the area under

agreement witn Interior. .

Bikini was last used in 13945 for testing military effects of conventional

atomic boris. At that time its inhezitants were evacuated fram the Atoll.

After study of suitalle alternative sites eni consultations with the peotle,

they were relocated on the island of Kili in the southern Warshail Islands.
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The United Nations is being notified ty the Derertrent cf Etate that

y Trt aa Y % = as + - athe ‘nited States snc the Security Council
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