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" Heference 18 mads to sur letter of Jevwary 2, 1953 u'hich outlined

the CASTLE Cperation an we contemplated it st that prelimindyy
stage. Since that tlme in the preoess of furiber development and
testy it has becohe appsrent thaty if fessilble, the soppe of CASTLE
should bo incressed in the interest of sssuring the resolution of
Iactors bearing on emergency capablliity wespons and speclal materiel
requirenents. At this stege, wve bellsve a progrem of six shots
would assist materislly in the above, and, sccordingly, we have Leen
working with Joint Task Force Seven on questions of the feasibllity
of such & program. From thelr standpodnt and curs, it appears
preotiosble to execute s six shot progras and to maintaln the o
pomed timing of CAITLE, provided the 4tomic Eneryy Commission and
the Depariment of lefense socepti such a progran and provided the

at Dak Ridge main on sc!mdulﬂ. _

ary 15, 19513, with seven to ten days intervals betwesn shots.

It should be emphinsised, howavery that the actual soope and gzlm '
for ezecuticn of CASTLY cannot be fixed until aboul Seplesber,

At that time the relevent facters besring on the merits of the
various proposals and cn the operational capabilities and il
tatdons both of materizl production snd of 2 Task ferce nature
will be mere complete. Ve hope crystellization of these faotors
will bo suificlent ab that time to enable us to resch sgroehent
on ths sp&ciﬁ.c seope mr (.M‘TLE.
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In the meantime, we would appreciste assurance that the Dee
partment of Pefense cencurs that planning should preoceed on
the tesis of sn sugmented CASTIE as described sboves oubject
to fina) resclution of speeific plans this Fall, and that all
concerned can procesd into the operaticnal phase of GABILE on
the same basls as we did in the IVY Operation, which proved
a0 susecessful.

Sincerely yours,
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