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38 : JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN /u 7
» APO 187 (HOW) c/o PM
San Francisco, Calif.
J-3/370.05 9 April 1954
SUBJECT: Leports on Evacustion of Natives and Surveys of Several
Marshall Island Atolls : : .
=
- bopaiile
TO: See Distribution 5 DV
Wao/w/agzca/ Safety
(3. servis). .

1. Reference is made to letter this headgquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several karshall Island atolis, asted 18 March l951+
(Secret, Restricted Data), .

2. Attached herewith for your informetion and retention are copies of
additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above referente.

3. In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-
graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial pre-evacuation
surveys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and
white prints of the still photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort., These prints will not be of pro-
fessional quality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the over-all

‘ photographic coverage. Distribution will be made approximately 30 April
1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:
C/S US4 (Exhgt), DMA (AEC), DBM (AEC), HICQMTERPACIS, CINCPiC, CINCPACFLT,
ChLFSWP, COMI\.AVSTAKWAJ Additional prints in spec:Lf:Lc sizes and quality,
and mtion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with Annex T te
CJTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Particular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, annex T covering Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the Atomic Energy Commission and the Department of Defense.

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
WITH DELETIONS

B(Yéwmomwﬁzjis/o %ﬁ/& / T 41( 43

REVIEWED BY )

W - P. W. CLARKSQON

=D ¢

w'&j, .30, T ; e Msa jor General, US4
v N o Commander

o
L
x

Eoptecrmoe BEST COPY AVAILABLE 3 (,,



DISTRIBUTION: -
CTG 7.1 (30 cys) ‘
CTG 7.2 (1 cy)

CTG 7.3 (1 cy)

CTG 744 (1 cy)

CTG 7.5 (1 cy)

CINCPAC (1 cy)
CINCPACFLT (1 cy)
HICOMTERPACIS (1 cy)
COMBAVSTAK AT (1 cy)
DMA/AEC (1 cy)

DBM/A4EC (1 cy)

Ch 4FSVP (1 cy)

CG FldComd (D.ET) (1 cy)
C/S USa, Exigt (1 cy)
L4SL H Div (1 cy)

HASL, NYOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
USS RENSHAU (DDE-499) (1 cy)

UsS PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 cy{

USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) (1 cy)

9 Incls: .
l. Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 ilar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
2., Report by CO USS [IuNSHAli, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik atoll,
4 Mar 54, dtd 18 ilar 1954.
3+ Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and lst Ind by
CIG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 ﬁar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.
4+ Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 22 Mar 54.
5. Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap atoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.
6. M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
7. M/R: Kvajalein NYOO Flight ABLE Results.
8. Drinking Vater Samples (4nalysis Report).
9. Soil Samples (4nalysis Report).
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USS PHILIP (LL& 498)

Core uf Ficer Post Oitace
Sur. Frzacisco, Guiatornac

DDE498: VLM :GWA: wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

5 Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commender, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMTASKGROUP 7.3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
(b) COM JTF SEVEN Disp 021225Z of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atoll
(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongele
and Ailinginae Atolls
(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Islend

l. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from

Bikini at 214854 on 2 March end arrived and anchored off Rongelap Islend
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March, A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft, No, 2085,
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had beer dispatched from Xwgjalein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP anchored, Prior to anchoring, the PBY, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made & thorough reconnaissance {light around
the atoll. Also on departure the previous evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valusble navigationel and general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP,

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
Fadiclogical Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded

from the PHILIP in & motor whale-boast to the PBM and picked up Mr, Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese ine
terpreter., The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat,

3+ The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
lMonitoring of the island commenced immediately., On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order.
The Commanding Officer, U,S.5, PHILIP presented Mr, Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring information, and on being informed that
Commander Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the astual evacuation
should be regussted bv trust territory officiels, Mr. Wilds was very
‘ emphatic regarding the need for evacuation, Through the interpreter

1

S 26

ENCLOSURE (1)

0Ot
cope®Son
v \




f‘k—

Cop,
44;\,/6

C’/DOE

J-D/v.

DDE498: VLM : GWA: wk
H2-1

Serianl: f01

5 Mar 1954

it was expleined that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll and that the FHILIP was there for that
purpose, Mr, "ilds was present during all the convsrsation with
John the NMagistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCOR

V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Majuro Island
Gevernment background proved very helpful in convirncing the Mar-
shellese that they should leave,

4, The information that the people would leave Rnngslap was passed
very quickly., Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the
only bagegege since the monitors readings indicated a high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings., It is
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
end identified thet all reguests be made through him without exception,
This procedure expedited the entire operation.

5, It was decided to utilize the PBM to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein, John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
v-~3 embarked in the aircraft in sbout an hour and a half after the
party first landed, These passengers are listed in Enclosurs (1) which
is feorvarded herewith, :

€. Fortunately, the Marshallese werc not reluctant to leave the island,
The magistrate expleined that the people had been sick and he obviously
dzduczd that gl1 of the people would soorn be provided the necessary
mzdicel care, John was apprehensive asbout the safety of his boct, =

30 foot sloop., The sloop was towed by the ship's wheolc boat to a bettcr
lee, Two anchors ware dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground,

7. The forty eight (48) remzining Marshalless wers transportsd via two
raip's whsle boats to the PHILIP., Namzs of evacuses are listed in
enclosure (1),

8. De-contamination of the Marshallese commenced immediately upon em -
barkation, FRoutes had becen previously established and the de-contamina-
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the de-contemina-
tion center (after crew's washroom), Clothing was placed in two G.I, cans
aft and after o thorough showsr clean clothes wers reandily available at
the exit. The craw donated sufficient whitc and dungares trousers,
dungarse and "T" shirts without which the de-contamination could not have
been as effesctive,

- /': , - Il '-_‘ll



: ’ L ; " DDE498:VLM: G4 wk

H2-1
Serial: 001
5 Maor 1954

3. Women end children were billeted in the torpede room and the

men provided temporary shelter under = canves tarpaulin rigeced on the
0l level between the stacks, Cots were available as seats in both
locations, The after officer's hzad and washroom, a short dis-

tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children, The men had the use of the after crew's head and washroom,
The separation of the Marsh:zllese was mendatory dus to the limited
space evailable in the torpedo room., A4 continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and to assist in any regquests made by the Marshalless,

10, All children were provided milk shortly after de-contamination.
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line for mcels and had
the same ration as the crew. The meat course was the least popular,
The mejority of the party asked for more soup, brcad and vesgetables.
Hot soup was most in demand, Ice cresam was the natural faovorite of
211 the children,

11, The conteminated clothing was washed in the ship's laundry with
= strong soap solution, drisd, pressed and returned within four hours

anfter the party embarked,

12, Sleeping accommodations, although crowded, were considered adeguete,
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpedo roonm
nd the remaining deck space covercd with kapok life jacksts, The men
slept on the fantail under the deck awning, Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and arc exczllent insul ation against warm or damp
decks, With the above arrangemsnts each person had 2 slecping space.

13, The PB¥ planeCommander reported that he thought he saw some people
on Eniactok Island (Rongelap Atoll), A perty, including John and Oscar
DeBrum, thz interpreter, landed on this island at 031245M., A& thorough
szarch was made but no Marshallese were located, The Magistrate insured
the search party thot he was certain that there werc no persons there
sirce o boat was not nearby, Lionitor team readings indicatzd an average
of 3,02 Roentgens, with a maxirum rcading of 3,65 Roentgeons, MNonitor
team statistics are included in enclosure (2), It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite”,

14, Six (6) scmplzs of water taken from wells on Rongelap have been
forwarded in complience with reference (b)., Approximate locations of
wells are indicatod in enclosure (3),
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15, The ship then proce:aded to Ailinginee Atoll, The Mogistrate
helievad it possible that » party was on Enibuk Island, A party was
1amded, conducted o thorough search but found no ons., The ship re-
maired in the vicinity of Enibuk while the two whale boats proccceded
to Sife Islend, £ sloop wns sighted anchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Island, The party landed and John the Mcozistrate once again explained
thc nezd for leaving Rongslep., Eighteen (18) Marshallese werc trans-
ported from tnis island, Both this group, and John, assured the party
thot there wer:z no Marshallese on ony of the other islands and the
evacuntior was considured complztod, The sloop was anchored off the
islend in 2 good lccz, The same proczdures for handling the 18 evacuccs
from Sifo were followecd as describad in the preceeding paragraphs,

158, The PAILIP depnrted from nilinginee =t 1800M on 3 March ond arrived
at ths Haval Station Kwajclein at 0830M on 4 March, The Marshallese
were disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Naval
Dispensary. On arrival, the PHILIP was visited by Commandsr, Navel
Steotiorn, Kwajalsin, and rzpresontatives of Commander Joint Task Force

SZVEN,

17, In spite of the willingness of thc people to l:ave their homes

thers was understandable concern over the safety of the two sloops lcft
bchind at Rongelap and Sifo, Thosc boaots arce a community asszt for
hauling copra ond recturning the basic food staplss, medicines and
clothing during the period that Trust Territory ficld trip ships are

not available, Thsre was =z considerable amount of copre in a drying

shed on Eninetok and o smcllor amount on Sifo., It was most disheartcening
to the lfagistrete to leave the copra behind since he himsclf had preparad
the copra on Enizetok 1ast wesk., All livestock, including about one
hundred chicksns 2nd ten pigs were cbandoncd on Rongelape. Two dogs were
also left on the island, Since the people were not given an estimate of
the duration of their evacuntion, the concern over the above items will
no doubt increase as the ebsence from their homos grows longer,

18, It is reccommended that aircraft periodically oheck the condition

of the two sloops at Rongelep and Sifo, It is further rccommended that
som2 considerstion be given to the transfer of livestock, copra and
personzl belongings on Rongelsp, Sifo, Enicctok. There is a possibility
thot these animz=ls could be of much value for scicentific rescerch,

18, The Marshallesc werc exccellent passengers, most cooperative, naver
demaonding and exemplary in conduct, It was a distinct pleasurc for the
crew of the PHILIP to have been afforded the opportunity to assist these
guiet peopl: in the evacuation,

Copy to:
CinCPacFlt
CJTF SEVEXN ‘ G. W, ALBIN

oy 7.3.1 / ————————
CTG 7.1 . 4
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A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELAP ISLAND
ON 3 M/RCH 1054
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A LIST OF MiRSHALLESE EMBARKZD ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELAP ISL.ND ON 3 M4RCH 1954
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A LIST OF WM. R3HALLTSE EMP. "¥ED ABCARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROI! SIFC ISLAND ON 3 M.ARCH 1954

Page 3 of Enclosure (1)
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RAD SAFE REPORT

(Evecuation and Decontamination of Marshallese Natives)

I, Data:

o T T RE.DINGS (in VR/HR): T Time of
g :Island  :+ " Ave., :  MoxX, : Inhaobited : Readings :
=23 : : : : - :
= O:Ronzelap : 1473 ;1900 s Yos . 0310451
E%EE: : : : : :
o, iEricetok : 3037 . 3650 : No ;031245
= 3 " : " : :
p= H . . . . H
Eé:Er_ibuk : 445 : 550 No . 031545
S Eisiro s 412 480 Yes . 0317151
H . 3 .
< ‘ :

Totzls : & § . e e e - - .- 2 e - - - -

II, DECONTALINATION: (PERSONNEL)
1, Decontaminaztion readings are as follows:

Average Readings

: Before tAfter :

i_}SLAND : Decontomination:Decontamination :.
4{ : Ronzelap : 60 MR/HR : 25 MR/HR :

: Sifo : 40 MR/HR : 15 MR/HR :

NOTE #l, Clothin, was slightly contaminatsd even after do-
contaminating procedures were employzd dus to its
rougch surface nnd prolonged exposure to radiation,
However, maximum rcadings of less than 50 “R/ZR did
not warrant discarding women's clothing due to the
short tims it was to be worm,

NOTE #2, Decontamination uporn leavin: the ship: 20-22 MR/HR.

Enclosure (2)
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USS FuNSHAV (DDE-499)

FFlect Post Office In Reply Refer to
San Francisco, California DDEL99/LHA: rec
A9
Serial: 038

18 March 1954

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. EENSHAW (DDE-499)
To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT THREE

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

Ref: (a) CIG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0320L0Z

Encl: (1) Informal ivarrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives
1, In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2. A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacu-
ation by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed
and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 larch
1954 via Major n, D. Crea, USa, Staff CJTF 7.

s
: L. He ALFCRD

Copy to:

CTU 7.3.1

. Cw Enclosure (2)

to CTG 7.3 1lir

INCLOSURE (2) M Serial 0691
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INFORLAL WARRATIVE OF EVACUATION OF MATIVaS FROM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLAaLDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 3 warch ly54, to proceed
to Utirik atoli, tne KRenshaw, immediately departed from the patrol arez nortn
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile voyage
was completed without incident.

lieanwhile, new activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tidc tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll werc
searched and avidly studied. although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, planc
were firmed up for handling the people. Scevuerel schemes werc put forward but
the final plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistzice of z. K,
Tryba, BlC, USN. Ee had served a tour of duty in trust territories west cof
the Karshalls and had experience in evgcuation of natives,

Although the Douglas A. Munro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshew,
her estimated arrival was not until 041330L, hence plans were made for the
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw all the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll.

The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Teka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It weas sighted at about 0630
ori the mormning of 4 iarch and course was set spoutheastward to pass betwecen
the two atolls, Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik atoll.
vic passed close to the recf on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. levertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation, Theoretically, it would have
sven been possidle for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 1600l when our
18 ft., drag aft would clear the channcl about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs made the chann:l aud coral heads
visikle, It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.0. would be about like that of Kussian roulette,

Upon rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was set castward to skirt
the reef along the southern leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells. At 0735 the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
on which all the natives werc reported to live. At this time trust terri-
tory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
In view of our directive to commence evacuation at deylight it was decided

Cm “ ECLOSURE (l)@ é
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to procecd 2t once as best we could until the trust officizls arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped thzt we might find & missionary,
z pidgin BEnglish native or even a trust representative ashore.

Consequently at about 0740 the gig (26 ft. 1LB) was launched and 2
beach party was embarked with the ixecutive Officer, LCDE V.. k. Ezston, USL,
ir charge, Heé was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
netives for evacuation and determine tne best location and means for the
evecuation, Included in this party were thne hadsafc¢ Officer, moniter, hos-
ritalmen, signzlmen, etc. s soon as tnis party shoved off, 2 sccond ¥k
was launched with the Gunnery Officer in crarge, whe was to scarch along
the reef for a breck or & more favorable spot Icr safe boat handling in the
¢vzecuztion, l

liow, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plens
for receiving the natives on board, Awnings were rigged on the fantail witn
side strips from the deck to the redge ropes, sdditional life lires were
rigged for the safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
the fantzil werc closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entirc crew's weshroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for §nc natives and for their decontamin-
ztion inasmuch &s this is the ship's moin station for this purposec., an out-
side szlt water shower waes rigeged, a rcceptacle wes provided for thelr clothics
and sufficient clean dungerce shirts, trouscrs, etc., were raiscd by an
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe 2ll the natives. & pig-pen wos fashioned
by closing off =access to a 3" gun tub, Ve planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the Ol deck and let the dogs roam free amengst the populzce,

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south shors
of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastem tip. The island
here and clsewhere has & continuous outer perimeter of table reofs extending
some LO yds out inte the water over which the waves produced a surf of medium
size arnd presented considerable smzll boat hezard., Having selected 2 point
where the surf was slight and 2ppearcd to offer the best spot, the mxecutive
Officer commerced paddling ashore in a2 small, one-man rubber raft (wc kept
it after picking up a beiled-out jet pilot lzst fall), which had a line
attecrned to it from tne boat., &after sone prugress towards the beach he
apreared to experience aifficulty witu the surf and some unseen force rosulting
in no progress. Considerable humor ard some consern were evoked at sight cf
the xecutive Officer furiously paddling, cach strcke wnirling the raft 180°
around but maxking no progress., It was later determined thet the line from
boat to the reft hed fouled in the coral, sccurcly anchoring him te scaward.
Ey this timc a few of the natives had appearcd and some of them swam out arnd
nelped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.,

~t a2bout this time, Navy JRF 912 seaplane arrived from Kwejalein, landed
in the western part of the lagoon and commenced texiing eastward towards

1 —
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Utirik Is. &fter estabtlisning radio communications with tiw plane and as-
certaining the number of passengers, the rxucutive Officer wes directed to
cross over to the lagoon side and usc the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. With the friendly help of thc cooperative natives,
the X.0. with thc rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards tinc
scaplane in the lagoon. But just as hc approachcd the planc it taxiied zwuy
apparently not distinguishing him among th: natives. It had becn sugrested
to the plane thet if he had difficulty landing passcngers in the lagoon, he
might try landing outside thc legoon near the ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the planc took off immediately and after onc try, & tremendous
bounce, another circle aznd approach, landed ncar the ship about 09151

Meanwhilc, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced castward about 500 yerds to 2 small cove where
the natives said landings could bte made with morc ease and safcty, This
was done¢ but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term, Lase and safcity
did not secm to fit the situation either but it did appear luss dangesrous.
Ey using the anchor to scaward the gig was slowly workesd up to the recf
edge where the Radsafe Officcr and his team disembarked and wade=d ashors
to the same friendaly welcome, handshakes and "Goeod Morning" from every nativ.
large and small. During this time the Executive Ofiicer had returned to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at rgceiving tnc plane passengers and ad-
vised the native chief to prepere nis pecple for evacuation. Som: of the
natives who secemed to understand and spoke some broken English were of great
assistance in this. &t this time the ship was advised by the X.0, of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and secaward sidc of Utirik Island and
thet native boats would be of no practical assistznce. The Gunnery Officer
in the LWB, after searching for several miles along the south leg of thre
atoll, reported thnere were rno breaks in the reef nor landing places of any
xind,

after the gig had disembarked the remainder of the beach party, it was
2 rcturned to the ship heving lost its anchor in leaving the reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to meet the plane and take aboard
its passengers. They consisted of Marchall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, Larshall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. after a brief consultztion on boerd ard pro-
curenent of aZnothecr boat anchor, the gig was apa2in dispatched to the boach,
meeting the IMB enroute and receiving from it a radioman with a portable
SCh-30C radio which greatly facilitated the operztion. This party was nct
by the fxecutive Officer and tne group then scet ot for thne village., The
seaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.

2
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Yhile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were meking
their survey with radiac instruments AN/FDR-27E. The first readings taken |
wore om the seaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without betz shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with- i
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the scaward side !
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival =t the village, |
scveral natives were monitored with the following readings common to all; over |
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without |
srield), gorads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr ‘
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, a2ll food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with ardwithout shicid, coconuts in tneir various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shield, 130 mr
without shield. A short ficld trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
areas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concentrated and
trarped contaminating particles, The monitor made his way via projecting
ccral pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a 50 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalmen was zssigned the task of
collecting water szmples and succeeded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistern reservoirs in the village., It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was due to the
rocfs over each reservoir.

Upor: arriving at the village the Executive Officer with Trust Territory
3; official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation., The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rush them. Nevertheless, he had the floor and after 2 few words, the natives
rsally moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It was
carefully explained that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimete return of the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on recommendation of the official, to leave
the livestock and boats behind. The natives agreed to this and after being
reassured that their possessions and animals would be safe until their retum,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding mat.
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At this time, about 1015k, the ship wes advised by the X.0. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards., At approximately 1lO4LOK the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 105C, By this timc the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men, Huch cooperztiocn and assistance were
realized from the 2ble native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
ship's personnel required., st about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The coral was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.0. and C.0., serious consideration was given
to ceasing thre operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Sincc
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and sihce we could see the end in sight, it
was decided to continue. Xost of the women, children and aged were al-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts., 4nother
reft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten IWB loads of about 15 pecple each were required to complete the
evacuation of the 154 natives. the last raft load left the beach at about
12450 leaving as forlom a set of dogs as you have ever seen. ot 1251 21l
the natives were on board and none toc soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly

‘ asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of triec
atcll, and none were on Taka Atoll, 4 - 5 miles away. He first szid there
were 161 natives present and proudly brought out a card index file to prove
it. Cereful questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died a2 dzy or two bzfore and that the old boy didn't have ¢hig PAMI records
up to date, The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yst unbomrmn babies. The
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a ccunt on board and was concurred
in by the chief z2nd Trust official. 4 breazkdown was as follows: men L7,
women 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 each.

At about 1300L when rafts were secured and becats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwajclein to arrive at dawn on the 5th, At about 1345L we met
tne D.a. ifunro (DE-422) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to Kwajalcin.

|
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It did not secm prudent to further move the natives around by dividing trem
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The iunro had & medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not necded. It was comforting to know he was availatle
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable wrile on
beoard.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected. ZEach one was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach., This indicated that wading out
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing presence of fall-out ma-
terial on fect and clothing. Some of the children were routed through tne
showers as soon as they came on board. But it was decided to feed 211 of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc, They didn't eat very well, perhaps from the ex-
citement or meybec they just don't like meat loaf, They did better on the
bread, mashed potatocs and oranges.

After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions for
changing and improving our facilities which included careful partitioning
and segregation of the women's side of the head znd washrooms., He explained
that under conditions of excitement and strange surroundings the women arg
extremely modest. Then commenced decontamination measures and considerable
resistence was encountered. Eut by prodding end cajoling we managed to
get 21l about 10% of them through the showers, These were the aged, infirm
and sick. With no readings higher than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in ine showers. Next the problem of clothing arcsec.
Yi¢ had sufficient clean dungareces for them 2ll and planned to run 2lli their
clothes through the laundry and give them back to put on before leaving the
ship. But here again stiff resistence was encountered. We tried but they
couldn't seem to understand taking their clotnes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitored and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided that tre situation did not call for such
drastic measures. 4ll of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recommen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us thet
forcing them to give up their clothes would really shake them up.

By late afternoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, some of whom took several showers, They were
bright-eyed and cute as could be. Some few of the women, as is their wont,
talked gquietly but steadily all aftemoon from the time they came abozrd.
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Vie fixed up 2 fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomeatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they hzd gotten used to their sur-
roundirgs, had recovered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow. This wes feollowed by ice cream and cookies, hcavily
swecetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all scemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them 2 movie and there wzs not the slightest
rezction of any kind from any of them the whole time., It should be re-
membered that most of these netives had never been off the 2tcll znd as far

as is known had never seen 2 movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
trheir straw mats. The wcather continued good 2nd since we were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only 1l knots there wzs practically no motion of tne
ship. kext moming they ate and scemed to enjoy a2 big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After consideratle rubber necking 2s we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at abocut 050900k to waiting buses in custody of
ComiavStaKwaj. s they went over the® side one could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life, These seemed tc be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interprester.
The chief was asked what they had seen and he replied with gesturcs
indiczting 2 large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
end his reply was not the negative one as might be expected thet the werld
w2s coming to an end, but, "The world, we think sh¢ etart over again,"
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U. S. S. NICHOLAS (DD2-449) DDiLLS/ mw
c/o Fleet Post Office p22
San Francisco, California Ser: 054

28 Llarch 1954

oG

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commzndsr Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongslap Survey Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. Ths USS NICHOLAS (DDE-LL9) dapartsd BIKINI Atoll at 1900M, 25 March
1954 for RONGELAF Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force 33VZl
2311317 and Commandesr Task Group 7.3 232323Z of k&rch 1954. The following
psrsonnel from Task Group 7.1 wsre on board:

Dr. Laursn R. Dcnaldson

Lr. Thomas L. Shipman

Ir. idward . Hzld

Lr. rRalph F. Palumbo

Ir. Paul R. Olson

Ur. Thomas N. *hite

Mr. #illiam W. nobbins

Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavons
Major Charles M. Barnes, USaF

2. Ths ship arrived off the South Entrance, RONGELAP Atoll at 260100M and
put a whale boat in the water at 26C630M to messt the plans arriving from
¥vizjelzin with Dr. oond's party.

3. The ship then procesded to North2ast Pass, RONGZLAP itoll, entarad and
anchored. DIr., Donaldson and his party departed the ship at 0830,

L. The plans from Kwajalzin arrived off RONCELAP at 0905, was met by the
whalzboet, Dr. Bond, Mr. Marion Wilds, three Public Hsalth Ssrvice Officars,
thrze Natives and miscellansous eguipment was transported to ths beach. Ths
plan: was guided to an anchorags about two hundred (20C) yards off shore
from the villages where it was anchored. '

2, Personnzl from the NICHOLAS assisted Dr. bond to accomplish the
following: Captures five young pigs and onc sow; capturs five chickens;
obtain soil, fruit and vegstation samples. One boar was killsd and an au-
torcsy was performed on the spot. The animals and other samples were placed
in cagss and transport:zd to the plans. Dr. Bonds party departzd RONCELAF
a2t 1300}, 26 bMarch 1954. The whaleboat then depart2d RONGZILAF Island and
proceeded -orth to-rsjoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and ZNIASTOK Island
to mzasurc radiocactive intensity. Ones member of RadSurvasy Tzem accompAanizd
this boat to condict RadSurv:sy on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Lonaldson's
party worked in the Northeast part of RONGZLAF Atoll, collescting fish, soil,
birds, invertebratss, algaz and vegstetion samples. Ons member of RadSurve;
Tcam accompanied this this party to conduct RaedSurvey of Northern Islands.
It wes not possible to collact rats, as desired, dus to thz unsxpected de-
parturs of the ship as dirscted by Commandsr Task Group 7.3 260217Z of March
1954 .
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5. Dr. 3crnd expressad the opirien thot hic micsion had bzar accomp-
lishad to his satisfrction, Dr, DonﬁldsJ“ strted that his mission h-s

neen accomplished s-tisfactor’ly, ir. liarion “/ilds, Trust Ter “1tory
epresentetive requecizd thot the bo" ~t JJILIUG 011 be besachsd whoen-
ever pr-cticable, .11 bonts el RCGISZIL.F have bzen beachsd by TICACLLS,
6, Frior to tho ships departurs, thr,c 117 /rm“lO rndlos w.r> ob-
toined by ir, Fo Schiavone from T~ it 7,1, Thesc rodics were very
sntisfoectory and far supcrior to tne ~611-F uszd on thec last trip.

It is recommended thot this type radio be uscd by ships on future trip
if they are required to opurate smrll boets - long distance from the
shir. Feception wns exccllont at twenty (2C) niles,

ships depurture from ROUGEL.P "toll was dslay=d until 26213C.
bucause the motor whelebont sxpiricnced 2 fucl pump fezilurc on roturning

from ¥ 3iLL3 Islmnd, where thney were coll:scting rat trops,
L]

2, The ship rejoincd Task Group 7,3 off 3IKINI itoll ~t 27013Q1,

J. C, ZLIOT

Copy to:
PIRAIe)) 'TNSKTO 3E STYEE
COUCLATIISDIV TViLvL
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JOINT TaSK FORC. S3iVal
T+SK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7.3/10: jmt
AFO ie7 (HO7), c/o0 Postrister £216-10
scr: O

Sin Frunecisco, C.ixtorme S £98
25 .or 1954
FIRST ZUDOXKSIITLT O UiS VICHOL.S (DDE-44%) 1tr P-22 ser 040 of 20 Mar 54
From: Cormander, Task Group 7.3
To: Comm-nder in Chief, Facific
Vies Commander, Joint T-sk Force SZVZI

Subj: EadSafe Survey 8-11 l.arch 13854
1., Forwarded as = matter of information,
2., The recomaendctions of the Cormanding Officer, USS IICACL.S (DDE-+1:3),

will be cousidsred c-refully if additional surveys of this type are ra-
quirsd, '

i, C, ZRUTOn

Copy to:
SI0 7.1
COUICORTDISDIV 12 (without basic)
US3 yICACLLS (DDI-443) (without bosic)

TNATOASITRE (3)
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Fleet Post Office P22
San Francisco, Ccolifornia Sor: 09

20 llar 54

From: Cormmanding Officer
Tos Commmder Task Group 7,3

Subj: Redsczfe Survey 8-11 liarch 1954

1, The Task Group 7.1 survey party and ir, limrion Vilds, trust Territory
representative, arrived Ronzelep ot 0745, 8 Merch =nd boszrded NWICHOL.S
shortly thers-fter, ‘Torking parties, as indic-ted in Commander Joint Task
Force 3ZV:=l dispatch 060400Z, were madc availsble to 2r, 3Scoville's party.
Or, Scoville informsd the Commaonding Officer that 211 reports of garma
intensitites and other scientific data would be reported only to Command
Joint Task Force 32VZ7, He specificelly rejucsted thot no other commmnd
be made informotion addresses, Decily dispotches indicsting results of
RadScf. survey on each ~toll, orijinated by Dr, Scoville, wcre addrcssed
accordinzly, On dednarking at Sniwetok at 0£30, 12 llzrch Dr. Scovillals
party tronmsported nll enrth and woter samples to Parry Island,

By : . . A . . .r -» y Y
2, The followinz isl=nds, in =tolls, were visited, Ire. 'il1ds accompnnicd
working partiss n~shore or all ex-irhnbitotzd islands whoere native proverty
w~s secured as directcd by him,

2 Romzelap itoll; 8 and 11 Ilarch 125::

(1) Rongelap Island:

(2) Iative houses werc closed up =«nd property left in the
opern, thnt could be ruined by weather, was moved inside,

(b) One dog and threec cats were killed as possiblc mencce
to livestock,

(¢) Cne thirty foot ssiling schooncer was benched nbove high
r mork ond filled with sea water, liasts were unshipped and placed in
ed nrlong with s-2ils,

vate
£ sh

(d) Two sacks of rice ond five sacks of flour were opencd and
pl~ced outside as feed for pigs and chickens,

(e) Buckets, p-ns and larze clzum shells were placed undor
¢~vas of houses to provide drinking water for livestock,

M i
<S¢
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(£) .11 livestock eppeared to be in good condition, It i:
believed that sufficient water will be cvailable cdthough « shortars of
food is expected to develeop in the near future,

Tater <nd soil samplos were token as dirccted by Tack

()
rsonnel and intensity levels were takern,

Group 7,1 pe
(2) The isl~nds listed in sub-paragraph (3) through (15) are

211 uninh~bitzted wxcept for partics of natives thot go from kougelap to

mske coprn, collect sen birds and fish, Therc wos no native property

fourd, Intensity levels wers t-ken by Task Croup 7.1 personmel,

(3) Znir-n Island.

7]

(£) .rbar Isl-nd,
(5) 3Busch Island,
(6) BErnialo Islend,
(7) Zrinsetok Isl-nd,
(8) :inidjet Isl-nd.
(9) X-belle Island,
(10) Zriirip-u Island,
(11) Lukuen Isl-nd,
(12) Gejer Isl-nd,
{13) Lomumilal Isl-nd,
(14) Zerik Isl~nd.
(15) Il~en Isl~nd,

be Utirik toll; 9 M-rch 1954
(1) 1Itirik Isl=nd:

{n) Three canoes were beachcd zbove high water mark,

Co
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(b) Houses were closed up agn~inst weather and property left
the weather, that could bo spoiled, was moved inside,

(¢) T“fater catchmernts were provided for livestock by pl-cing
old p~ns, buckets -nd 1;‘ge clam shells undur eaves of houscs,

(d) Six dogzs were killed to protect livestock,
(e) .11 livestock arpe~red o be irn zood condition,

(£) “ater and soil somples wsre obtaincd and intencity
lavels takern,

(2) son Isl-xd:
(=) Uninheabitated - intensity levels taken,

e Bikor _itoll; 2 l-rch 1954

[

(1) 3ikar Isl-xnd: .
(2) Uninhzbitat:d - intensity levels taken
d., Ronzerik . toll; 10 ilnrch 1954

(1) Enivetck Islonds

(e) .ir Forcs personnel were l1anded clonz with o ship's
workin: party, OSpoiled meat and cther consumadbles were dump:zd in th. ses,
Equipment was tested ~nd sescurcd azsinst the weother 25 dircctsd by Jlir

e Forcs pzrscnnel,

(b) Tcter ard soil somplss were obtnine? and intcensity
(2) The isl~nds listed in sub—piragrqph (3) through (€) ~rs un-
irha2bitatad, Intsnsity levels, only, wers token, :
(3) Rongerik Island,
(4) Mortlock Island
(5) L-=ztoback Islznd,

(8) Bock Island,

G
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~toll; 10 Yaoren 1994

(1) sifo Islana:

(~) Uotive property, left by people who wire vicitin: fror
Roungelap Isl-nd, was protectod ogcoinst the weothor, 11 clothing, tosls,
etc, were plnced inside ~ canvas shclizr on top of drizd p~lm fronds, ~nd
covered with -~3ditioncl curvnas,.

(b) . thirty foot sr-ilirng schocnor wns mov.d to o safo ~nchor-
o

aze 1n tne lve of Enilustckku Island, Thoe boat w5 anche voen
ia ths evant thot it should sink, 3ecchin: wos inprocticcole dus to the

v
limitsd time availodle,

(=) MNetive property scecured, intonmsity lovols tokun,

(3) 3okonikairu Island:
-
(-) TUrinhabitated - intensity levols taker,
Se¢ Koavigotiorn and gsnmernl ianformation:

a. - Bonpclep. Atoll:

(1) ZIntrasce con be made guite rundily through Scuth Pass and
g~ct Fass, Ugst Prcs shows quite plainly, however, WS tuy
bec~use soundinzs are not adeguats, Iiavigationnl fixes, wusing tomgsinte wirs
rood, The m-ll Boat P=332 2 in the Gorthwost part of <he ~toll is difficul+
! ro

us when heavy swells are runninz,

(2) Landinzs can bs readily rade on all 1slargs by motor whalebo.t.
0(‘

%2
Or. most the isl-nds thu Deach gradient wnc guite sep, ruvrmitting easv
beaching of bozts, . sharp lookout should be ﬂ"1~t~13;£ 2t 211 timis for
corzl heods end dark, yellow, or dork green, woter should be avoidzsd,

(1) Bikar Island Faossage is very difficult to find wnd passnze
through the lzazoorn is difficult evern for a small boot, & l-rnding was
mcde with very little difficulty in the lce of Bikar Island 2t low tide,
It w-s found ~dvissble to put the bow of the boat a2gninst the reef, which
ris.s stesply ot low tids, mmd let the porty wade a°Ho‘u. The w~ter is
orly knec deep zv this poriod of the tide. Backwash from the reel should
be corefully watched,

P
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(2) Tnz island 2n2 surroundin-~ .zter tezns witn fisnh, turtles
2110 Sve Dirds.

¢, Ron<erik Avoll:

(L) Tnz ship aid ot atte~pt £:ss2 2 1nto th2 atoll dbzcause of
Lns poor navigational aids available. It 1s b2iisvea taat 4 Sp=ilo. arailt
VES53L SNOuLu sXbelisfice Verly slille alisiCuatly in wuewdng, puSSapu.

(«) Smeid Boatin: 1s roursh, put 00t 356 Srous. Lxtrers ¢
siiould be exercised when approaching Bocs Islind as r..ny coral hee
yresant oand tno watsr is very shallow.

re
as wre

d. &Allangincs Atoll:

(1) OnLy srail bo:t 2n:ry sas nads, A shallo: drait vzessel should
have very little difficulty making entry. Navigational cuts wers very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.
e. Utirix Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes reg-
wlar entry into Utirik Atoll through Utirik Passage. The bcacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

L. Recommendations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atclls from a DDZ type veszel is somewhat inafficient
in that Rongslap is thes only atoll, of ths five visitzd, that can be enterzd
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thzt can be covercd
in a given time. Boat handling operations outsids the atolls were difficult
dus to hzavy swells. ™ith the forces available, it is belisved that ths us:
of a DDE is ths most practicabl: solution for similar missions. For opsratiocns
subszcuent to "CASTLI", it is rescommended that e smaller class ship of shallow
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortzsning boat ruas,
in som: caszs twanty miles.

LANL, J-Div.
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b. M\ake boat entry into windward part of lagoon whsraver possiblz.
This pesrmits boats to run down wind, spceding the operation and hslping to
kezp instruments dry.

c. Haintain radio communication with boats. In this respsct, this
command ussd SCR 536 which were the only battzry typs radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommsnded that an SCR 608 or similar
small beattery radio with at leest a thirty mile range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisables to provide the boats with ovarlays of the
atolls showing megnetic compass courses betwsen islands and passszs.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. Ths last
for protcsction against sharks in case a men falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not 1zt
bozt remein on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g. Bsach in the lse of island #%hensver possiblz.

h. It was found impossible to cover &ll of the islands in zach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough weather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowsd up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific psrsonncl dzsignated
the islands thzy desired to survey and landings were made on all so dssignats:.

i. ™orking parties wer2 kept firmly in hand. Zach working party was
recuired to rezmain in sight of a2 commissioned officer and Yr. “ilas. As
far as could be determinsd, no native proparty was molested or pilfercd.

%[ jo It is sstimated that the maximum accumulative dosage reczivad by any

onz person in the parties was 2.5R. Film badgss, worn by all personnel ashcr
or in the boats, have besn forwarded to ths U.S.S. BAIROED for daveloping.

/s/J. C. ZTLIOT
J. C. ELIOT

Copy to:
CO CORTDZSDIV 12
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M2UMORANDU.! FOR: CJTF SiVIN

SUBJZCT: IDDZ Trir to Rongelap Atoll, 26 karch 1954

1. Rzfesrence JTF 3zVSN DTG 2302207 March 1954, Purpossz of subjact
trip, conductzd by USS NICHCL:S (LDI 4LL9) was to:

2, Beach small bozts belonging to Rongzlap Marshzlles:.,
b. Conduct radsaf: re-survey of hongelap.

c. Collect zpproximately 500 pounds contaminztzd top soil re-
questzd by ~zC Divisiorn of Biology and wcdicine.

d. Collcct samples of uarine 1ifs and vegestation.
¢. Collact domsstic animals remaining at Rongzlap villege.

2. Thz undersignzd acted as JTF SzVEN and TG 7.1 reprssantativs
and was responsibls for axccution of+lb and lec. Since thes RICHOL.S will
meks en overzll report, and detailsd reports on 1d and le will be made
by the project officers concern:ed, the details in this report ars con-
fined to ib and lec.

3. It is notsd that thes scops of activities 1b and 1ld was mors
limit<C than had originally been plennsd. 4s will be clear from ths re-
port of ths NICHCL.S, tnis wes because 26 Larch becams R-1 after the wors
started, Thanks meinly to ths excellent planning and manzgement of Capt.
Joszph Lliot and ixscutive Ouficer Cliiford Frink, much mors was &ccom-
rlishzd than might rzasonzbly have been expected under thess circumstznces.,

!?‘ lc and 1z were accomplished essecntislly as planned, but la had to be
' omitted.,

L. The radsafs re-survsy was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavonz of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two racently calibrated AN/PDR-39 instrumznts. Readings
on Rongelap Island were taken during the morning and on ths oth.r islands
during the aft:rnoon of 26 llarch.

Island mr/hr
Ronrzlep 40 at 0230 at standard position sstab-
lished by Scoville Survszsy
Boszh 50 Scuth =nd
£niactok 90
& Labardj 200
Kabslle 500

ook ENCLO3URE (5) 5 _ )
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Or: Rongelap Island, the readings in the huts appeared to be 10%-15%
less than outside, Inside the huts the rendings at ground lovel were
mbout 70% of those nt he~d level., Readings over graovel =arscs and

ne~r the cisterns were =bout 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, -bout 10-15

\

YT;!'/.'H‘.

5, The top soil s-mple w-s obtainzd from L.L3SARDJ Islmand o small
izlerd well coversd with bushee -nd zrass, but without polm tr=zs, It
nad been plonnzd to get the s-ample from K.3ELLE, but this could rnot be

dong witnout interfering with the fish and vegstation collection,.

8. Special mention should be mode of the work of Y.re P.Z. Schiavons,
who did on excellent job of gettin:z supplies and equipment not avallable
or. the ICACL.L, os well 2s conducting the rad-scofc survey.

s/ T. «nhite
v/ T. HITs
H Division, LASL
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VEMORANDUL FOR REC!E: i i

‘E‘ SUBJECT: Miscellanecus Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik (surveys conducted
by CTIG 7.4)

17 March, 1200 MIKE

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior 40 = 100 mr/hr  laist level
Hospital intericr 5C— 75 mr/hr .aist level
walk from hospital to mess 100 - 110 mr/hr  saist level
Store ronm (behind mess) 50 « 55 mr/hr Gaist level
Exterior store room tent 10C - 150 mr/hr  .aist level
General Area exterior 100 - 150 mr/hr  .aist level

weather Station Site Rsadings:

Exterior areas local 125 - 150 - 160 nr/hr  Vaist level
Interior all tents 50 = 75 mr/hr  iaist level
Interior building . 50 - 60 ar/hr  .aist level

Army Site Readings:

Gereral area 10 - 190 mr/hr  .aist level
Interior tents 70 - 80 mr/hr .aist level
Adjacent to trailer 160 - 180 mr/hr  .eist level

19 March, 1100 = 1220 :TIKE

Landing on beach 42 mr/hr waist level

s Living area . 60 mr/hr .aist level
i Inside mess hall 22 mr/hr Laist level
: Inside dispensary 26 mr/hr Jaist level
Inside barracks 23 mr/hr Laist level

ECE end of island (Rawinsonde) 47 mr/hr aist level

Along road to Rawinsonde area 40 « 42 - 40 mr/hr waist level

Inside weather building 23 mr/hr Laist level

Work area outside buildin 60 mr/hr liaist level

Army area (around trailer% 40 mr/hr «aist level

Inside foilage area 40 mr/hr «aist level

Inside tent 19 mr/hr «aist level

19 March, 140C MIKE

- Inside weather building 21 mr/hr «aist level

Living area Still 60 mr/hr Laist level

Inside barracks 23 mr/hr aist level

. Inside dispensary 25 mr/hr Laist level

1
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RONGERIK COL'T

26 March, 1500 MIKE

Army Site _ Out 42 mr/hr
In 20 mr/hr
V.eather Site Out LO mr/hr
In 18 mr/hr
Living Site Out 35 mr/hr
’ In 15 wr/hr

Vaist Level
Viaist Level

Vaist Level
Viaist Level

Viaist Level
waist Level

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

?railer

v .

|

~

X )

P
Tent

{ '} Horseshoe Pits (15}

L]
) -Marked by pile of rocks

LIVING ARZA (Location of samples teken)

€

T 3 ’ » ‘ t
' Mess fx)
L S ‘ «
! : -Dispensary
Marked by
wooden crate i ————
/I ’\_‘ - — © - — e,
X Barr.
' 2
— b e— e
T TBarr. =
- _* = _2_. -—""l- ,
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Shelter Tent

s - §
‘ -Building
|
| !
P

3 ""_\\

. o

/ I - el
g lA

L
/
L’ Instrument Case

(s/t R. A, House
k. A. HOUSwL
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN
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MELIORANDUL. FOR RECOERD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight Able, consists of an aerial survey at
aprroximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls nortn of Kwgj-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, Ailinginae, Rongelap, hongerik, Taongil,
Bikar, Utirik, Teka, ailuk, Jemo and Likiep. The aircraft are equipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamme radiation measuring instru-
ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contamination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Following hwwcu snot at 2618252 karch 1954, Flight able was

flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground -
contaminaticn)

Island (Atoll) 271900Z to 2803172 3020302 to 3102082
Lae (Lae) ~ C 0
Ujae (Ujae) *0 . 0.2
Wotho (Wotho) 0 1.7
EZnibuk (ailinginze) 6 26
Rongelap (Rengelap) 28 78
Fongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 0.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) - 7
Taka (Tzka) 8 7
Kaepen (ailuk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1.0

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

INCLOSURE 7
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SAMPLE COLLZCTION
N0. DTS
Wi 6 March
w2 6 March
W3 6 larch
Wk 7 March
N5-8 L March
Wil 5 March
Wle 6 March
W13 é March
w9 6 March
wWio 7 March
Wil 3 Merch
w12 € March
W13 8 karch
Wl 8 Narch
INCLOSURE #8

£

3

DRINKING WATZR SAMPLES (Analysis Report)

| a/nfml
TILE  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON_S-LPLZ DATS)
0800 Llikiep Island Collzcted from largest 77
Likiep Atoll cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll
1200 Jemo Island Same as N1 ‘ 550
1700 aaluk Island Same as 41 ' 1020
Ailuk Atoll
1300 Mzjit Island Sams as W1 250C
090C  Utirik Atoll Composite of L water sam- 457
ples taken by USS RINSHAW
160C.© Ormed Island Composite: % from catch- o
Vot je Atoll basin
1130 Kaven Island 1 from well 67
Maloelap atoll
1130 Kaven Island 1 from catch-basin 3
Maloelap Atoll
1630 Wotho Island 1 from well (catch-basin 0
Wotho Atoll dry for 1 month plus)
1200 Delap Island Tap "eter =
Majuro Atoll
0930 Rongelap Island Comoosite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000

Chart included 47,000 No. 1 N:
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000

Rongelap Island Central cistern 8,005
of village
Rongzlap Island Cistern water from 73,005

north part of island

Rongelap Island Cistern water from 8,00C
northern most village

i
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& ~ WPDRINCING %4TIR SahPL:S (arwi,sis Report) Comt'c
SAMPL3I COLL=ZCTION d/m/ml
NO. DATZX TINS LOCATION L&SCRIPT ION (ON SAMPLS DaT-'
dL5 8 Nerca ‘Rong e2lap Islend South cistern in 60,00C *
' village
W6 9 Mzrch Utirik Island Cistern 7,200
W17 9 March Utirik Island Castern 33,000
Wig 10 Wiareh sniwstak Island Dastillation water bt

Rongerik Atoll

* computed as of 3 lsrch

e

3
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X SOIl SAuiPLiS (~NAlLYSIS RoECAT)
SAMPLE  COLL&CTION 4/m/gm
NO. DATE  TILii  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON ShLPL: DaTZ)
S1 6 L.rch 0800  lakiep Island U,;zr layer bare soil 23,000
Likiep atoll in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.
SR 6 March 1200 Jemo Island Same as above 13,00C
S3 6 larch 1700  4iluk Island Samz as above 23,000
Alluk Atoll
SL 7 March 1300  Mejit island Sams as above 30,00C
S5 5 March 1600 Ormed Islend Compositz of 5 samples 15,000
ot je Atcll (1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)
Sé 5 March 1730  Erikub Island Composites of 2 samples 4,30C
Erikub itell (1 mid-village, 1 half-
way to beach)
S7 6 L.rch 1130 Kavzn Island Compositz of 4 samples 5, 500
M.loelap atoll (2 from village, 2 from
paths to bzach)
S8 6 iarch 1630  “otho Island Composites of 3 samples 2,400
“otho stoll (1 by well, 2 mid-village)
S9 7 March 1200 Dalap Island Composite of 4 samples 95C
‘ tajuro Atoll (near ~dmin Bldg)
S10 7 Morch 1200 Utirik Island Composite of 3 samplszs 270,00C
(Collzction date of S10 is uncertain, probably 3 kerch 1954
by PB: Survesy Party. anclysis valusz given is corrscted to
7 werch.)
S11 8 iiarch Rongelap Island Soil {rom north part of 1,300,00C+%
island
512 8 iarch Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000%
S13 8 liarch Rongelap Island 1 mile north of Rongelap  460,00C%
village
"l INCLOSURE #9
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SOIL SahPLIS (nN~LYSIS nsPOURT) CONT'L

SHMPLE  COLLZCTICON o/m/gm
NO. DnT3 TI'E  LOCATILHN DESCRIETION (ON Sid-Lx DaTsy
Sl 8 Merch Rongelap Island Near south cistzrn of 630,000
villags

815 8 March Zriirippu Island 35,000,000
Rongslap Atoll

Sl6 8 March Eniwstak Island 3,200,000
Rongsrik Moll

S17 8 M.rch Kabslle Island 20,000,000
fongslap ntoll

s18 9 March Utirik Island 5,600,000%

S19 9 kearch Bikar Island 280,000

520 10 MNerch Zniwetak Island 1,200{000**

Hong=rik - te¢ll

521 10 karch Sifo Islend Temporary village 8L ,000%*
#ilinginae atoll

%522 9 March Biker Island  Foliage, windward side 460,000
* q/m/gm of plant ash (lquiv. to 1.4 x 10% d/n/gm plant as received)
*% Couuputed as of 3 karch

Soil values may be roughly transleted to curies per squarc mile b,
dividing by 13, or to d/m/ft* by multiplying by 6C00.




