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EENRS S The Americh{znénasé;y, 'roxzo_'__, S
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© . CATOIN . Thers foliows for the Ebassy's 1nformation, the faxt ¢ of a-c- T 4
- s/AB:. memorandum dated Apirl 30 prépared in the Atomic Energy Commissioﬂ's N
RS 5o B . Division of Biology and Medicine;’ givi_ng an estimate of the medical: -
a. ;|- 'status of the twenty-three crewmen: R o -
s s - ) ; . * e .o -

. / T I S understand you are :mterested in having a sta’ce- - -
15 | ment sunmarizing the medical situation of the Japanese "~ . .  _
-7 © fishermen, Briefly, as you are aware, our EmbaSay in Tokys™ . IR

o ‘has made Tepeatéd offers of United States'medical assistance - - 7.

... %o the Japanese.  Thers have been frequent assurances by the el
Japanesé authorities that these offers would be nc¢ep¥.ed

and that the patients could acdcordingly be careruny exmnjned -j )

and studied, Dr, Morton and members of his staff have visited .

G

however, do not give answers as to the condition of the patients
" hor could they indicate the total dose of radiation originally ’
’receivedo“_‘.__,»_. o '

B the patients on Several occasions, but they have not been per- T
}‘\' | 4"" frrﬁ.tted to oonduct thorough olinical examinations. el
XN {77 o L T -
%{i, 1 Sl mag the request of the Japa.nese, samples of urine of the "
RN " patfents have been’ ‘examined by the Health and Safoty Laboratory _
v"\\{-_\. : ' of the Commissionts New York Operations Offica, The results of . -
A KIS .. the analyses indicate that the patients from whom the- specimens - >
Ny were obtained have ingested radioactive material,” These" analyses,

" . ""Except faor the urine samples réferred to abov t.he on],v
other data of which we are aware, including the bBlood counts,
have been provided by the Jajanese themselves, c°mp1ete dat; .
ecsential to the dlagnosis and prognosls have been specificauy
- requested by this office through our Embassy in Tokyo, but have
pot been re_fived. .
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o at lea t aclmowle.dging offera of facilities, equipment, a.nd madj_. C

;o 2nY oines is vital to the heslth interests of both nationb. TLackdng .3 "~ K
.1/, %. thls cooperation we cannot venture to predict the outcome of the } A
- - % ;o7 patientss Nevertheless; based on the attached summary of blood ' =L
] SV "_counts on the five most severely affected patients, ‘and other’ Ira.g- o
" ... - mentary data available to us, it would be unwise to ‘assume at this

" point that all will recover. Pecpls have been known to live many {-

% +“T+  months and even a year or moré with the white blood count'@s low - .
- "L7 " d4s 2,000, but the longer the tount remains this low the worse is™ . -~ -

., - ths ult.imate prognosis.’ As recently as April 27 one count was still = .
s i.n the v*ic.-.nity of 2, OOO, wh.ile five ‘were between 2,500 and 3,000 et

o In view of the information contained in the last paxagrap‘h of the AEG S
'memorandum, a draft statement for use in the ovént of thé death of ‘oné of " e
_the crewmen is being prepared in the Department, The' suggested text of’ sueh AR
‘a statement will ‘be communicated to t.he Embassy in the Very near future. o »i.'j el
. For the Em..,assy's information, 't.he AEC me'norandum ia f)ei.ng made ava.ilable
~to the JCAE. Although the memorandum L3 uncladsified, the Committes 1s being - - °
requested not to publicize the {nformation contal:ed in it because of the <
"unfavorable repercussions that would follow its public release. - =
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USIA _ 1. Request (a) brief rcport on items présented in atomic exhibit and

Infos - ] - ’

%E reception of exhibit by Japanese, including attendance, interest, effects; (b)
P your views regarding presentation exhibit in other Jgp anese cities, preferably

OCB under Jolnt US-Japanese sponsorship, in order sliow more widely peaceful applica=

tion atomic energy by US.

2, If yoﬁr reaction item (b} favorable, also consider items desired to .
- improve ek].ibit and advise Agency. For example, may be possibl: provide by

_ Septenber working models Vnuclear reactor (pile) atomic pover plant, teletherapy

;
;j;;kx unit (using isotopes in medicine), and thickness measurenent control (using
(i‘ i
fz_"“%; isotopes in industry). For your information, complete a“omic exhibit assembled
S S 3

by Agoncy, including above models and mobile unit would cost about ¢30 thousand.

Such exhibits being prepared for use in India, Hear Xast, Europé and Brazil.

Dist.
Desired

{Offices
Only)

Detailed description this exhibit will be provided if you desire.

3. Expanded exhibit would be financed from now expected savings FY 1954

funds. Adv se soonest if you agree and include estimate additional GOE

requiregz—Hf—any.
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