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FIFTH CONGRESS OF MICROHESIA ’ .

FIR3Y RLGULAR SESSICM, 1973

“ANACT ’
To provids for certain caroc and benefits to the peoolo of Rongelan : .
zad Utlrik Atolls cxposod to the March 1, 1954, H-Bomb falloul; to

provldc for car: and bensfits to cortain otherxr people Yrom Rongelep
and Uticlk, and for other puxposcs,

BE YT LENACVED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA:

1 ‘ Section 1. Short title. Tails ect is known and ray be cited

2 o5 the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act.

3 Saction 2. Statement of intent. As a rosult of tho ¥arch 1,

4 1954, "Brave' shot of the Cestlic Test Sexies ccoaducted by Joint
.. l.‘

$- . Task Force Szven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelazaesze, 157 Utirtikese,

& 23 Jeapsnsse fishermen, and 28 Az crican serviceion wero ¢Xposed

7 to 1‘adloact1we fallout wvhich
FoeT L A vy . .

8  habitation. It is thus the

e e v "
XN » Ve

9  that *he oxposed Rongelapese and Utirikese represent wilzuc

10 groups of poople in tho Trust Territoxy becanse of théir expericnce.
11 It is the further ssnso of theo Congress thzt because of the special
12 ond uniquo effccts of radlatica which, in the czse of the Rongclenese,

13 havs boen rznifested in cases of thyroid nodules, thyroid cznesr, ono

14 possible caso of leukexmia, snd other cffects -- that thesc people

i

should bo accordzd spacial care and treatmsnt by the Trust
16  Terrltory Govorsment in order to proserve and protoct tuoir health,
17 Pinzlly, it is elso tho sense of the Congress, that cxzmination

18 of those cxposed people requires the examinztica of nendiposed

12 persons; that the he2lth of theso nonexposod perysons must be *

a

thet these

20 mainteincd ot the samy level as those oxvescd; and
21  nonoxposod purscas es provided for .dn this act chould also be

22  cntitled to the sams ‘care zid bensfits 25 oxpoiod porsons.
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8 (33 “Control" means ¢!

k4 (1) ‘*Exposod person' means any Micronesien citizen

4 vio wus on Ronpgelap Atoll, Ailingines Atoll, or Utirik Atoll on

"5 March 1, 1884, or vho was bormn within ten reatus efter that dete,

6 (2) ‘“Descendents of exposed p2isons” means children

7 whoso mother or father vas &n eimosed person,
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g farshall Islands Dlstirict vho wore not expgsed to fallout from

10 the March 1, 1954, tost¢, but who agzrso s hoveinafter provided

.} in this act, to bs exwained and tested inm like uanner ss exposed

12 petsons,

15 Section 4. BRaansfits. The caro and benoflts provided by

.34 the Trust Territoery for the c:mossd porsons, descendanls of

15 oxposcd persons, oad control persens shall bes
16 {1} Transportation frem tholr plzce of resideonco to

17 the hespital on Mejuro, or beye vhen that facility is completed,

"1%  gnd roturn to thelr placs of residence, Trancportatica for oad

“19 7 {pordiate wazber of the fanlly of tho psrson will also bo provided

20 gt no expenso. : , < . .

.21 - {2) Per diem st stamdard Trust Tervitory ratos will bo

22 provided to the porsen requastine examinaticn znd zlso to the ouo

23 persen allowed to accompiny him, Tho office of the Distiier Diractoer

.

24 of Haalth Sexvices shall ba rosponsibla for assisting such porsons

25  in sccuring tholr proper per diem.

"2 of &
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{3) Houcing 2t no cost to suzh persons shall bo
providad by the Marshall Islonds District Govewmimen®t wiacn such

persons sro In Majuro or Ebeyo for examinsticy ov treatment;

. PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this Scetica shall not bo constricd

to requiro such powscens to live in geoverniont housing shculd
they choose to make their owa housing arrangonmsuts, o

(4) Fres padical caro incluvding rcdicetlon, troatmsnt,

eand hospitalization shall bo accorded to guch persons.

Soction 5. ' Record of cipenses. The Distxlct Dizector o

Health Scrvices and the Distrlcet Dizcctor of Finance shell bo

responsible for maintadning records of all expenzes incurred

7

“under the provisions of this act aond the Distzict Disvctor of

Hoglth Services shall provids 2 quarterly rooort of the cxpensss

" to the Offica of tho Hiszh Comzdssioner, tho Offlce of ths legislative

Caunsol of the Congress of Micrenssiz, and to tho Birector of the

Departimsnt of lealth Sorvices of the Trust Tervitoxy. The anual

axpenses dncurvsd wdst the provisicns of this act shzll be defrayad

‘ag provided for in Sccilcn 10 of this zct.

Saction 6. Proceégzgi. Tho persons mautioncd in Sectica 3
of this act shall initiato thefir request {or trﬁnsporta:ion to a
hospital facility with the hezlth sids or othey rsprascntative of
the Trust Terfitorf Departzznt of Health Sexvices, If o field
trip vas;ol is &t the iclend, the health zide, if he believes the
request 1s valld, shall so zdviso tho doetor sboard or the master
of the ship in licu of a doctor. If the health 2ide 15 not on the

‘i
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i1sland, the porson should ssk tho megistyate, cowcdl nmewber,

school teacher or ot‘wr racognized comaunity leader to act

in his bohalf. 17This Sccilca shall not be construad to alleow .

psrsous the a2foresazid bencfits if the allmont or conplsint

* could have becn treostod at ths pexson's placs g7 residencs,

by tho heazlth persennecl availsole, It should further net be

construsd to ¥equire the worouting of ships ot plancs for-

o

r
[

rinor d.l uts ox complaints whlch cem do treated on the
island; PARO‘.’IDED, HOUEVER, thot zn expesed, descondant of
an eyposcd, or a control person wio haes a ;;1'103 and acute
omplaint, illness, or accidcn‘r: shall be transported in 2 like

mzaneT 2s nr'r/ othet wm*gcnc,' paticnt.

Section 7. Handboolk. Theg Deperirent of Health Sorvices,
the Distxict OIfi co of Health Scrviccs and tho S~>cc).al Joint
Comaltteco Corcc-ninn Roagelan and Utirik Atolls, in cc:‘:jmctioﬁ
with the Brookhaven MNctional Leborztory, shall cause to bo
crcated end reproduced a hendbook to be ziven to exposed, -
descendants of exposed, and control persons. Said handbock
lshall contain, but not bo limlted to, the follawing inforwation:
EAposcd ox ncnc.x:»osed <tus, dato of birth,I sex, nams =d Brookhaven
.Natlmal Laborntory case number of tho persen. Spacc shall zlso be
provided for 2 recornd of modienl examinations znd findinegs in the
,Marshallcso languago. '

Section B, Eliaibllity, Exposcd pcr:.;or.s and dcscand;nts o

expossd persons aro cutomatically cligible for the benafits provided

soogser .



* e . " .
1 wnder this act. Contrel poersons snall becoms ellgiblo only wpon .
2  sigring a ;.n'itten agre '~'v_=.1t in both ‘.:\rshalleaa znd Crniglish
5  wxhich provides thai said person will becoirz elipible for tho -
4 aforcpsntioned bene 'ts‘cgly'f £f ke or she agress to act as @ .
.
. 5 _ control porson. Ths District Dircctor of Heualth Scrvices shall ) o
. ¢ be respeasiblo for drafting said agroement in conjunction with i
7 the Direcctor of the Dopariment of Health Services and Brookhavcﬁ K

+8  Nztlonal Laboxatory. All persons who exe traizporied to Majuro

9 or Ebeye for examination wdew tac provisions of this act shall

10 sign a statemsat prior to leaving th
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11 submit to a cosplete nedical examination, which shall includs,.but

12 nog be limited to 2 blecd test.

i3 Saction 9. Fn*’mc:n‘ :it.  The Director of the Msrsiiall Islaads

by

14 District Hoalth Sorviccs shall be nominally zesponsible for carrydng -
15 out and enforcing d"xc provisions of thils zact, but vay, ai his

16 digserstion, confer with othex district officizle, the Beparizcant of
17 Feelth Sarvicss and the Spocizl Joint Comvittez or the presiding
18  offlcors off the Congress of Micronesiz, ‘ Trie District Director

19 ‘shall insure that those eligidbls raceive the full benclits providad
20 'Lmdé:vr this act and shall Iasure that those porsons visiting the o _"'
:21 district center hospital, or other oadical feedlity, zwg voturned o
.22 to thoeir homs island ps soon as is zpproprizte to their conditiea,

3 within the con-straints of norual ship schedules. Tho Distric

24  Director shall zlso include in his querterly teport any and all

25 flasrant or continuous sbusos or violations of thse intent of this act.
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Continued zbuse of tho ?;lelC"cs and beaef1t> of this act nay
result in tewporary or peruuncnt suspension of the 0xfc;ue~
from oligibility. A poiition to suspend eligibility will be :

prescnted by the Cistyict Direcior of iaalth Servicos tco the

Marshzll Isiands delegatlion of the Comgress of Miceyaiesia,

Decisions of the Marshell Islends delegation shall be final.

Sccticn 10, The Offlcc of the liigh Comnissloner is dirsctéd
to seck sn execcutive agreement with the Ato nie Enorgy Cowmission
vhereby the CXPUNSSS incurrcd wdsr the proyiSiﬁns of thgs act
v11l1 be dof rayed either directly or on a reimbursable basis by
the Atonic Encrgy Commdssion end report his findings to tho
Coﬁgross of Micrenesia no latex thzn thirty days after tho

‘te**‘ye dato of this =zct.

Seetion 11. Effective datc. This act shall take offect.upmu

tﬂo approval by the High.Comcéssioner, or upon its.bocoming law

vithout such approval.
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