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Dear Mr. Harter:

In an exchange of letters o Apwil 28 and Ney
Atouie BEnergy Commission snd the Departamsnt of Defense, agresmsut vas
resched that a reediness shate for melear test remmption st the
Eniwetok Proving dround need no longer be maintained beosuse of the low
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probadility thet atmospheris teating will ocour in the future.

The Atomic Eergy Commission and the Department of Defense have also
agreed that the Exiwetok Pyoving Oround need no longer dDe retained by
the Commission as & muclenr vespon test facility. BHowever, the
Depsrtment of Defense has indiomted & eontimuing regtremsnt for the
Eniietok Proving Ground as an addition to the Pesific Missile Rangs.
Ve intend, theyefore,; to proesed with negotiation of s written sgres-
oant to transfey tha eustedy of the Eniwvetok Proving Ground fyom the @
Commiggion to the Departasnt of Defense. We would intend to include in
this agresmsnt recognition in prineiple that the Atomis Energy Cowmi w@
could use the Exiwetokx Proving Oround for say setivity wvhich it might ;
N
Depertment of Defense, end withomt interference with essentisl activitiel
of the Departasnt of Defense there. An sppropriste smmouncemsnt to
public nevs madia 13 in preparation and will be ccordinated vith your

later need to conduct there, if sceomplisted without cost to the

Department prioy to relesse.
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Coples of the correspondsncs referred to adove are encloged for your
informatidy. H'L‘ggggagugou
this planned trunsfer of the Eniwetok Proving Ground. :

S0&CC: Addressee

m.h_.om CC: Test Pending

Cy of 5/16/60 1tr fa Douglas to Chairwsn

Honorable Chyiwtian A. Herter
Secretary of Btate
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