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Dear Mr. President:

On November 23, 1957, I wrote to you concerning our plans for testing
i: in Operation HARDTACK, the spring 1958 test series at the Eniwetok
ce Proving Ground. In this letter, I stated that in January I would
i submit to you a listing of the shots planned, their individual
e objectives and the amounts of special nuclear materials concerned.
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ince writing you, our plans for testing in HARDTACK have had to be’
evised somewhat. On December 12, 1957 we were informed by the _

Wepartment of Defense that the development of the POLARIS missile
pystem was being accelerated and were requested to accelerate the
WPOLARIS warhead. In order to meet the new POLARIS schedule it has
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5 Zgx@\been necessary to revise the test program connected with development
13 889232 -of this warhead. Two nuclear shots have been added to the one
Ie  Geo¥POLARIS shot earlier scheduled in the HARDTACK program, In addition,
3 gibiessa third contingent shot will be readied to be fired only if the two
ia 63885? scheduled shots do not give the necessary data to meet the early
SIAgA« *ycapability POLARISrequirement.

Boa i
e tir has been necessary also to add to the program one other laboratory ge® /
eT atest.i ye)

)' é.

81S Wevery"it18howfélt necessary-to test this
{# oO obtain the required data. nn |
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The President ~ Dw

One other test of the original program has been deferred to the
underground test series of very low-yield devices planned for the
fall 1958 at the Nevada Test Site which I deseribed in my November

23 letter, and which will be conducted as a separate test series to
be known as Operation MILGLRACE.

‘In summary, the overall change to the HARDTACK program has been an
increase of three scheduled shots, making a total of 20 scheduled
Laboratory and 5 scheduled DOD effects shots. In addition, there
will be two contingent shots whose firing depends on the outcome of
‘other shots in the series. Attached to this letter is a summarization
of the scheduled and contingent nuclear shots in the HARDTACK. and
MILLRACE programs and their objectives. Calculations on the basis of
this revised program, including latest laboratory estimates of the .
specific yields of the various shots, reveal that its contribution
to world wide fallout is essentially the same as that of the program
presented to you in ny letter of November “31957.
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 tiecéssitated by theexpedited POLARIS program.

“For all shots in Operations HARDTACK and MILLRACE, and the safety
tests mentioned above, it will be necessary to expend up to the

following amounts of specialnuclear.materials:---- J 4
—— . _ Des.

f eT fg

fer d (eh)
:
}

iam -

We request! your approval of the expenditureof the materials listed
above.

Respectfully yours,

. a .
CaoiSrauy

Chadiman

Attachment: A :
HARDTACK Test Program pproved in part as stated

. in Endorsement attached,

The President
The White House hye -

January 31, 1958
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ENDORSEMENT
 

With respect to the atomic testing program and the expendi-

ture of nuclear materials described in the memorandum of

the Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, of January 29,
1958 on this subject, I approve the proposals with respect

to the HARDTACKprogram and safety tests planned for
spring 1958. Approval of the MILLRACE test program and

safety tests subsequent to the spring of 1958 is withheld
pending further consideration of the matter. J also approve

the expenditure of such portion of the following amounts of
fissionable material as pertain to the HARDTACK program

and to the safety tests planned for the spring of 1958:
isa creeelrN
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| . Prwight D. Eisenhower

. _ January 31, 1958 |
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DOD effects tests - The Department of Defense will fire five weapons
 

<

effects shots. Three of these are high altitudes tests to
determine detonation phenomenaconnected with MLSSLLE BNC,nme
‘counter-missile_design.  a rad
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Sther tests of the five are low-yield,underwater teststo
determine essential information concerning "the effects of atomic

depth charges.
gue CEST
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