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SUBJECT: leports on Evacuation of Natives and Surveys of Several

Marshall Island Atolls

TO: See Distribution BEST COPYAVAILABLE

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several Marshall Island satolis, aatea 18 March 195L
(Secret, Restricted Data). .

2. Attached herewith for your information and retention are copies of

additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference.

3. In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-
graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial pre-evacuation
surveys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and
white prints of the still photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will not be of fro-
fessional quality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the over-all
photographic coverage. Distribution will be made approximately 30 April
1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:
C/S USA (Bxsgt), DUA (ABC), DBM (AEC), HICOMTERFACIS, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT,
ChAFSWP, COMNAVSTaKWAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and quality,
and motion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with Annex T to
CUTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Farticular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, annex T covering Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the atomic Ener,Tey, ‘eRe and the Department of Defense.
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CTG 7.1 (30 ¢ sos, =) cys)

“cra 7.2 (1 oy)
CTG 7.3 (1 cy)
CTG 7.4 (1 cy)
CTG 7.5 (1 cy)
CINCPAC (1 cy)
CINCPACFLT (1 cy)
HICOMTERPACIS (1 cy)
COMNAVSTAK..AJ (1 cy)
DMA/AEC (1 cy)
DBM/AEC (1 cy)
Ch AFSWP (1 cy)
CG FldComd (DET) (1 cy)
C/S USA, ExAgt (1 ey)
LASL H Div (1 cy)
HASL, NY¥OO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
USS RENSHAY) (DDE-499) (1 cy)
USS PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 cys
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) (1 cy)

 i

9 Incls:
1. Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 002,

subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 tar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.

2. Report by CO USS FRiNSHAly, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik atoll,
4 Mar 54, dtd 16 ilar 1954.

3. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1st Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 Mar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.

4. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.

5. Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap stoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.

6. M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Kongerik.
7. M/R: Kwajalein NYOO Flight ABL® Results.
8. Drinking Vater Samples (Analysis Report).
9. Soil Samples (Analysis Report).
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From: -Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMTASKGRCUP 7,3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
(bd) COM JTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginse
Atoll

(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelp
and Ailinginae Atolls

(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Island

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from
Bikini at 2145¢M on 2 March and arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft, No. 2085,
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwajalein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP an: ‘iored. Prior to anchoring, the PBM, in good radio com~
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorcugh reconnaissance flight around
the atoll. Also on departure the previc.s evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational and gencral
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
-Radiclogical Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM and picked up Mr. Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administraticr Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese ine

terpreter. The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
Monitoring of the island commenced immediately. On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order,
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr, Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring information, and on being informed that
Commander Joint Tasx Force SEVEN had stated that the actual evacuation
should be resuested by trust territory officials, Mr. Wilds was very
emphatic regarding the need for evacuation, Through the interpreter
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it was explained thet it was te the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll and that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose, Mr, Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCOR
V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the FHILIF whose Majuro Island
Government background proved very helpful in oonvincing the Mar-
shallese that they should leave,

4, The information that the people would leave Rongelap was passed
very quickly, Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the
only baggage since the monitors readings indicated a high dosoge on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings, It is
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception,
This procedure expedited the entire operation,

5, It was decided to utilize the PB. to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein, John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
vrs emberked in the aircraft in about an hour and a half after the
perty first landed, These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is forwarded herewith.

6, Fortunately, the Marshallese were not reluctant to leave the island,

The magistrate explained that the people had been sick and he obviously
deduced that all of the people would soon be provided the necessary
medical care, John was apprehensive about the safety of his boat, a
50 foot sloop. The sloop was towed by the ship's whale bont to a better
lee, Two anchors were dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground,

7, The forty eight (48) remaining Marshallese were transported via two
“hip's whale boats to the PHILIP. Names of evacuees are listed in
enclosure (1),

8, De-contamination of the Marshallese commencod immediately upon en.
barkation. Routes had been previously established and the de-contamins-
‘tion teams on station reedy to guide the passengers to the dz-contamina-
tion center (after crew's washroom). Clothing was placed in two G.I, cans
oft and after a thorough shower clean clothes were randily available at
the exit. The crow donated sufficient white and dungares trousers,
dungaree and "T" shirts without which the de-contamination couldnot have
been as effective,
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9. Women and children were billeted i: the torpede room and the

men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tarpaulin rigged on the
Ol level between the stacks, Cots were available as seats in both

_locations, Th. after officer's head and washroom, a short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children, The men had the use of the after crew's head and washroom.
The separation of the Marshallese was mandatory due to the limited
space available in the torpedo room, A continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and to assist in any requests made by the Marshallese,

10, Ali children wero provided milk shortly after de-contmination.
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line for maels and had
the same ration as the craw, The meat course was the least popular.
The majority of the party asked for more soup, bread and vegetables,
Hot soup was most in demand, Ice cream was the naturnl favorite of

all the children, .

11, The contaminated clothing was washed in the ship's laundry with
a strong soap solution, dried, pressed and returned within four hours
after the party embarked,

12, Sleeping accommodations, although crovied, were considered adequate,
twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpedo room
and the remaining deck space covered with kapok life jackets, The men
slept on the fantail under the deck awning, Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and are excellent insulation ogainst warm or damp
decks, With the above arrangements each person had a sleeping spacc.

13, The PBM planeCommander reported that he thought he saw some people
on Eniaetok Island (Rongelap Atoll). A party, including John ond Oscar
DeBrum, the interpreter, landed on this island at 031245M, a thorough
Search was made but no Marshalles2 were located. The Magistrate insured
the search party that he was certain that there were no persons there
since o boat was not nearby, ionitor team readings indicated om average
of 3,02 Roentgens, with a maximum roading of 3,65 Roentgons. Monitor
team statistics are included in enclosure (2). It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite’,.

14, Six (6) samples of water taken from wells on Rongelap have been
forwarded in compliance with refsrence (b), Approximats locations of
wells are indicated in enclosure (3),
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15, The ship then procezded to Ailinginne Atoll. Ths Magistrate
believed it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island. A party wis
landed, conducted a + -rough search but found no one. The ship re-
mained in tho vicinity of Enibuk while the two whale boats procceded

to Sifo Island, <A sloop was sighted anchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Island, The party landed ond John the Magistrate once again explaincd
the need for lesving Rongelap. Eighteen “(18) Marshallese wore trans-
ported from this island. Both this group, and John, assured the party
that there wero no Marshallese on any of the other islands and the
evacuation was considered complstod. Ths sloop was anchored off the
islend in a good lea, The same procedures for handling the 16 ovacuces
from Sifo were followed as dascribed in the preceeding paragraphs,

16, Tha PHILIP departed from Ailinginaze 2t 1800ki on 3 March and arrived
at the Naval Station Kwajclein at O830lM-on 4 March, The Marshallose
were disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Naval
Dispensary, On arrival, the PHILIP was visitod by Commander, Naval
Station, Kwajalain, ond represontatives of Commander Joint Task Force
=VSN.

17, %In spite of the willingness of tho people to luave their homes
there was understandable concern over the sefety of the two sloops lcft
behind at Rongelap and Sife, These bonts are a community asset for
hauling copra and returning the basic food staples, medicines and
clothing during the period thet Trust Territory fisld trip ships are
not evailable, Ther was a considerable amount of copre in a drying
shed on Eniaetok and a smollor amount on Sifo, It was most dishcartcning
to the Magistrate to leava the copra behind sinee ho himsclf had prepared
the copra on Enicastok last week, All livestock, including about one
hundred chickens 2nd ton pigs were cbandonod on Rongelap. Twe dogs were
alsc left on the island, Since the people were not given an estimate of
the duration of their evacuction, the concern over the above items will
no doubt increase as the absonce from their homcs grows longor,

18, It is recommended that aircraft periodically check the condition
of the two sloops at Rongeleo and Sifo, It is further rocommended that
som? consideration be given to the transfor of livestock, copra and
personal belongings on Roncelap, Sifc, Enirotok, There is a possibility

thet these animals could be of much value for sciontific rosearch,

19, Tho Marshallese wero excollent passengers, most cooperative, nover
demanding and exemplary in conduct, It was a distinct plecsure for the
crew of tho PHILIP to have been afforded the opportunity to assist these

Cop;By peopls in the evacuation,
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A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FRORONGELAP ISLAND

ON 3 MARCH 1954

eeDanae 

 
NA Sox AGE —_—

1. Male 66

Ze Male 75

3, Female 83

4, ale 70

5. Female 63

6.
Male

28

7. Female 62

8. Female 52

9. Female 6

10, Femsele 17

ll. Female 19

12.
Fencle

24

13. Female 78

14, Male 30

1s, Male 48

16, Female 59
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A LIST OF MARSH\LLESE EMBARKED ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELAP ISL.ND ON 3 MARCH 1954

 

 

_ Naka SEX “Ton _

le. Male 49

Ze Male 43

3. Male 37

4. Nale 36
Se Male 44

6, Male 31

7. Male 30
8, Male 20
9. Male 18

10, Male 12
hi. hale 7

12, Male ?
13. Male 6
14. Male §

15, Male °* 4
16, Male 13
17, Male 2
18, Male 2

19, Mabe 2
20, Hale 1

Zl. Male 2

22. Mele 4

23. Female §9

et. Femele §3

25. Fomale 50

26, Female 328
27. Femele 37
28, Female 31

23. Female 30

30. Female 28

31, Female 26

32. Fem-le 12

33, Male 60
34. Female 4
35. Female 2

36, Female 7

37, Female 18

38, Femalc 15

39. Femcle 15

40, Female 13

41. Female 9

4e. Female 3
43, Female 4

44, Female 3

45, Femole 2

46, Female 15

47, Male 20
48, Ngie 33
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A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EMBA2KED ABO.RD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM SIFO ISLAND ON 3 MARCH 1954

 

 

NAME S2X AGE

l. Male 35

2. Male 2
3. Male 42

4, Mala 4

Be Male 57
6. Female §5

7. . Female 13

8, Female 10

9. Female 1

10, Female 19
ll. Female 2

12. Female 12
13, Female 16

14. Female 2

15, Female 16

16,. Femele | 37

17. Female 26

18, Female 35

COrifr ts: : aUtho? ESS
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(Evacuation and Decontamination of Marshallese Natives)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. Data:

a 3 : READINGS (in !R/HR): : Time of :
 :Island : Avec, :  Mox, =: Inhabited : Re-iings :
fe] HT : : : ; - ;
Ore? e * *

& O:Ronselap 2: 1473 =: 1900 =: Yes : O310¢5":
eet t : : : :
ny sEninetok 76s 3650 3 No : 031245

= 7 t : t : 3
tata:Enibuk —: 445s S50_: No 2 O31545N os
zo: : : : : 3
3 E:sifo + 412 9: 480; Yes :  O31L715M
m4 a ° s . .= 3 : : :

Totals t 4 ter rc rw re eee 2 to o2sse0
 

II. DECONTALINATION: ( PERSONNEL)

1. Decontamination readings are as follows:

Average Readings

 

 

 

: : Before tAftor 2
3ISLAND : Decontamination: Decontamination :
g z : 3

: Ronzelap : 60 MR/HR : 25 MR/UR :

: Sife : 40 MR/HR : 15 MR/ER :
 

NOTE #1. Clothin, was slightly contaminated even ofter de-
contaminating procedures were employoad due to its
rough surface ond prolonged exposure to radiation,
However, maximum readings of less than 50 MR/HR did
not warrant discarding women's clothing due to the |
short time it was to be worn,

NOTE #2. Decontamination upon leaving the ship: 20-22 MR/HR,

coPieD/O0g ————————
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USS RANSHAW (DDE-499)
€Flect Post Office In Reply Refer to

San Francisco, California © DDELY99/LHAr ree
Ag
Serial: 038
28 March 1954

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-499)
To: Commander Task Group SrVEN POINT THREE

Subj: Report of tvacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

Ref: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) CIG 7.3 conf disp 0320402

Encl: (1) Informal \arrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2. <A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacu-
ation by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed

and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3, The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 harcn
1954 via Major Rk. OD. Crea, USA, Staff CUTF 7.

s/
L. He. ALFCRD
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INFORLAL NARRATIVE OF EVACLATION OF NaTIVsS FROM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSKALL ISLANDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 2 uarca ly54, to proceed
to Utirix atol:, tne nenshaw, immediately departed from the patrol area north

of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroutc.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile voyage
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, nex activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied. although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of tne 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the pecple. S.weral schemes werc put forward but

the fines_plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistzice of z. K.
Tryba, Bic, USN. Ke had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the marshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives.

Although the Douglas A, Munro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until 0413301:, hence plans were made fcr the
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw ell the reported 180 natives of
tne Atoll.

The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Take Atoli whicn is only & miles Si of Utirik. It was signted at about 0c30.
or. the morning of 4 Larch and course was set soutneastward to pass between
the two atolls, Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik atoll.
we passed close to the recf on the western side in order to get a look at

Utirik Passage, There was no thought of entering this channe. inasmuch as
Sailing Directions werc very definite that no ship larger then a FC should
make the attempt. kevertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found toc dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation. Theoretically, it would have
even been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 16001! when our
1€ ft. drag aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our cacks made the channcl au coral heads
visible. It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.O. would be about like that of Rhussian roulette.

Upon rounding the Sh tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to skire
the reef along th: soutnern leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunatcly the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells. At 0735 the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
on which all the natives were reported to live. At this time trust terri-
0S officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA bean reccvived.

n view of our directive to commence evacuation at daylight it was decided
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to proceed at once as best we could until tne trust cfficicls arrived cr
if necessary witnout them. It was hoped tnzt we might find @ missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust reprcsent2tive asnors.

Consequently at accut O740 the gig (26 ft. M6E) was leunched and a
beach party was emberked with the sxecutive Officer, LODRV. kh. Easton, USI,

in charg-. he was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize tne
natives for evacuetion and determine tne best location and means for the
evacuation. Inclused in this party were the Radsefs Officer, monitor, hos-
pitalman, signaimen, etc. «8s soon as tnis party shoved off, 2 second wut

wes launched with tne Gunnery Officer in cnarge, who was to search élong
the reef for a break or @ more favoretle spect ror safe boat nandling in tne
evacuation.

Now, as the boats left the snip, we commenced execution of our plens
for receiving the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail witn
side st. -ips from the deck to the redge ropes, ditional life lines were
Yigeed for the safety of children. Fore and aft and verticsl accesses to
the fantail were closed or roped off and awnings rigced where nécessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entir. crew's washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for tne natives and for their decontamin-
ation inasmuch és this is the ship's min ststion fer this purpose. an out-
Side salt water shower was rigged, a receptacle was provided for thir clotncs
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousers, etc., were raised by on
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe ail tne natives. «a plig-pen wes fashioned
by closing off access to a 3" gun tub. We planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the Ol deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the populace.

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south shore
of the island at a point about 150U yds west of the easter tip. Tne island
here and clsewhere has a continuous outer perimeter of table rvfs extending
some LO yds out into the water over which the waves produced a surf of medium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard. Having selected a point
where the surf was slight and appeared to offer the best spot, the Executive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we Kept
it after picking up a beiled-out jet pilot last fall), which had a line
attached to it from tne boat. after Some ,»rugreSs towards the beach he

appeared to experience difficulty witn tne surf and some unseen force resulting

in no progress. Considerable humor and some coneem were evoked at sient of
the Executive Officer furiously padaling, cach stroke wrirling the reft lec?
around but making no progress. It was later determined thet the line fron
boat to the reft had fouled in the coral, securely anchoring him to scawara.
By this time a few of the natives had appearcd and some of tnem swam our onc

helped him ashore amidst friendly ercetings.

At about this time, Navy JRF 912 scaplane arrived from Kwajalein, lardld
in the westerm part of the lagoon and commenced taxiing eastward towards
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Utirik Is. After establishing radio comrunicarions with the plane and as-

certaining the number of passengers, the cx.curive Officer wes dirceted to

cross over to the lagoon side and use tne ruboser raft or any means to land
the plane passengers, With the friendly help of th- cooperative nativis,

the X.0. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the

scaplane in the lagoon, But just as he approacn a the plane it taxiied awej
apparently not distinguishing him among th: notives. it had been sugecst-d
to the plane tnsv if he had difficulty landing passengers in the lagoon, ne
might try landing outside the lagoon ncar tne ship. Upon hearing this
Suggestion, the plane took off immediately and after onc try, a tremendous
bounce, anothcr circle and approacn, landed near tne snip about O91L5h.,

Meanwhilc, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced castward about 500 yards to a small cove where
the natives said landings could be made with more ease and safety. This
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term, Ease and safety
did not secm to fit the situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the ancnor to seaward tne gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edges where the Radsafe Officcr and nis team disembarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly wilcome, handshakes and "Good Morning" from every native,
large and small. During this time the Executive Officer had retumed to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at reteiving tne plane passengers and ad-
vised tne mative chicf to prepare his people for evacuation. Som. of the
natives who scemed to understand and Spoke some broken English were of creat
assistance in this, At this time tne ship was advised by the X.0. of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and scawurl side of Utirik Island anda
that native boats would be of no practicel assistance. Tne Gunnery Officer
in the MWE, after searching for several miles along the south lep of tne
atoll, reported there were no breaks in tne reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig had disembarxed the remainder of the beach party, it was

returned to the ship having lost its ancnor in leaving the recf. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to mect tne plane and take aboard
‘its passengers. They consisted of harshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, Marshall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CUIF 7. after a bricf consultetion on boérd ard pro-
curement of another boat anchor, the gir was apain dispatched to the brach,
meeting the U4.B enroute and recciving from it a radioman with a portable
SCh-300 radic which greatly facilitated the operation. This party was met
by the Executive Officcr and the group then set out for the village. The
scaplane deperted shortly for Kwajalein.
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VWnile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments aN/PDR-27E, The first readings taken
were op the seaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without bete shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and witn-
out shicld) were indicated along the foct path connecting the seaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the villege,
several natives were monitored witn the following readings common to ail; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without
srield), gonads 105 mr with shicld and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr
with shield and 120 mr witnout shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with arfiwithout shicid, coconuts in tneir various forms of preperation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shieid, 130 mr
without shield. A short ficld trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
areas Surrounding the village whcreé readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concentrated and
trapped contaminatinr particles, The monitor made his way via projecting
corel pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave 2 50 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalmen was assigned the task of
collecting water samples and succécded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistermm reservoirs in the villege. It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was due to the
roofs over each res-rvoir.

Upor. arriving at the village the uxecutive Officer with Trust Territor;
official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly

rush them. Nevertheless, he had the floor ard after a few words, the natives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It was
carefully expleined that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate returmof the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on recommendation of the official, to leave
tne livestock and boats behind. Tne natives agreed to this and after being

reassured that their posScssions and animals would be séfe until their return,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely

exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding mat.
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At this time, about 1015k, the ship wes advised by the X.0. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards, At approximately 1O4OM the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 1050. Ey this time the ma-

jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the bk .ts first, with their
possessions, followed by the men. Much cooperation and assistance were

realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
Ship's personnel required. at about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The coral was ~new-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a redio
consultation between the X.0. and C.0O., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying agein from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in sight, it

"was decided to continue. Most of the women, children and aged were al-

COPIED/DOE
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ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. another
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were

loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised,

Ten UWB loads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation of the 154 natives. tne last raft load left the beach at about
1245.i leaving as forlom a set of dogs as you nave ever seen. at 1251. ali

the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Islend, none were on other islands of tre
atoll, and none were on Taka Atoll, 4 - 5 miles away. He first seid there
were 16] natives present and proudly brought out a card index file to prove
it. Careful questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died a dzy or two before and that the cla boy didn't have this PALO records
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-~
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unbom babies, The
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Trust official. « breakdown w2s as follows: men 47,
women 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 cach.

At about 1300 when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwajalein to arrive at dawn on the 5th. at about 1345L. we met
tne D.aA. Munro (DE-422) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to Kwojalein.
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It did not seem prudent to further move the natives around by dividing trum
up between th. two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The itunro had @ medical officer on board and cffered his services which
fortunateiy were not nevded. It was comforting te know he was availavle

however, Snould any of the pregnant women fall duc and payable while on
board.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected, Eacn cone was monivored as they came on boar:
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantiglly lower than the
average of 20 mr/nr readings on the beacn. This indicated that wading cut

to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing presence of fall-out me-
terial on fest and clothing. Some of the children were routed through tne
showers aS soon as they came cn board. But it was decided to feed ail of
tnem before starting decontaminstion of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam tacle trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc. The, didn't eat very well, pernops from the ex-
citement or méybe they just don't like meat loaf. They did better on the
bread, mashec potatocs and oranges.

After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggesticns for
changing ana imnroving our facilivies whicr: includea carefvl pertitioning
and ségregation of tne wornen's Side of the head end weshrcooms. Ye explained
that under conditions of excitoment and strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest. Then cernmenced decontamination measures and considerable
resistence was encountered. But by procding end cajoling we managed to
get all about 10% of them through the showers, These were the aged, infirm
and sick, With no readings hiener than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in the showers, Next the problem of clothing arose.
Ne had sufficient clean dungarecs for them ell 2.) p2.nied to run éli their
clothes through the laundry and give them back to pvt on before leaving tne
ship. But here again sviff resistence was encountered. We tried but they
couldn't scem to understand taking their cletnes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitered and since they averagcd

only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided tnat the situation did not call for such
drastic measures. All of these mattcrs were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recommen-

dations. Careful observation of th. natives and questioning of the intcr-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us thot
forcing the: to give up their clotnes would really shake them up.

By late aftemoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, scme of whom took several showers. They were
bright-eyed anc cute as could be. Some fuw of the women, as is their wont,
talked quietly but steadily ell aftemocn from the time they came eboera.

 
  

CONFIDENTIAL _ 6 ENCLOSURL (1)
PIED/DOE partnering ern
Bt RC — case

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

 

CONFIDENTIAL

We fixcd up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to their sur
roundings, had reccvered their composure and their appetites. They really
Stowed away the chow. This was followed by icé cream and cookies, hvavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas. Tne men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed thom a movie and there wes not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time. It shcouid be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as fear
as is known had never seen 2 movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and Since wé were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only ll knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. Next moming they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking 2s we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during tne process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at abcut O50Q00Ki to waiting buses in custody of

ComavStakwaj. As they went over the side one could not help but observe

and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief was asked what they had seen and ne replied with gestures

indicating a large explosion. He was ther asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the negative one as might be expected that the werld
was coming to an end, but, "The world, we think she etart over again."

“ i pray =~ &
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JOINT TuSK FORCS SSVeN -
TaSK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7,3/10: jmt

APO 207 (HON), ¢/o Postraster Al6~10
Sin Frauneasco, Crarorma Ser; 0698

25 usr 1954

CONFIDIVTIAL

FInST ENDORSED EUT ON USS NICHOLAS (DDE~449) ltr P-22 ser 049 of 20 Mar 54

From: Commander, Task Group 7,3
To: Commender in Chief, Preific

Vies Commander, Joint Task Force SSVEL

Sub}: RadSafe Survey 8-11 Larch 1954

le Forwarded as 2. matter of information.

2. The recommendations of the Commanding Officer, USS NICHCL.S (DDE-:39),

will be considered crrefully if additionnl surveys of this type are re-
quired,

He. C, SRUTOL

Copy to:

CTG Tel
COMCORIDESDIV 12 (without brsic)
USS VICHOLIS (DDI-449) (without basic)

 

 

- ‘ndiamne if
veka entitheamme, a eemaneaiate .OPIEd/DOE

YAN RC

CONFIDENTIAL U NCLASSI FIED

INCLOSURE (3)



 

UNCLASSIFIED
 

 

 

(ant jae canes Se —

CONFIDENTIAL USS NICHOLAS( 225-449) DDE+49/mw

Fleet Post Office P22

San Framcisco, Colifornia Ser: 029
20 Mar 54

From: Commanding Officer
Tos: Commmder Task Group 7,3

Subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 March 1954

1. The Task Group 7.1 survey party ond Mr, Marion Vilds, trust Territory
representative, errived Ronzelsap at 0745, 8 Merch and bocrded VICHOLS
Shortly theresfter, “Working pirties, as indicated in Commander Joint Tesk
Force SEVEN disprtch 0604002, were made available to Dr, Scovillc's party.

Dr. Scoville informed the Commanding Officer thet all reports of gam.
intensitites wd other scientific data would be reported only to Comuarder
Joint Task Force SEVEr. He specifically requested that no othsr comands
be made information addresses, Drily disprtches indicating results of
ReadSef: survey on each xtoll, oriinated by Dr. Scoville, were addressed

accordingly. On debarkizg at Sniwetok at Of30, 12 March Dr. Scoville's
party tromsported il] ecrth ond water sampl<s to Parr: Island.

2. ‘The following islands, in xtolls, Were visited, Mr, “ilds accomp-nied
working parties eshore on all ex-inhaoitated isl-nds where nitive property
wis secured as directed by him

a. Ronzeleap Atoll; 8 and 11 iiorch 1952:

(1) Rongelap Island:

(2) Native houses were closed up ond property left in the
open, thet could be ruined by wecthur, wis moved inside,

(bd) One dog and three cats were killed as possible moncce
to livestock.

(c) One thirty foot sailing schoon-r was benched sbove hich
water mark and filled with sca water. Masts wers unshipped and pleac.d in

« shod nlony; with s-ils,

(d) Two sacks of rice ond five sacks of flour were opened ard

pleced outside as feed for pizs and chickens,

(e) Buckets, p-ns and large clwm shells were pliced undcor
enves of houses to provido drinking water for livestock,
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(f) All livestock appeared to be in good condition, It is
believed that sufficient water will be av-ilable wltnough - shortaz: of
food is expected to develop in the near future,

(g) “eter ond soil samples were tac:er as directed by Task

Group 7.1 personnel and intensity levels were taken.

(2) The islends listed in sub-prrazraph (7) through (15) are
all winhsbitated except for parties of natives that go fror Rongclep to
make copr-, collect sex birds and fish, Thero wos no native property
found, Intensity levels were trken by Task Group 7.1 personnel.

(3) Eniren Island.

(4) arbar Islend.

(5) S8usch Island.

(6) Enialo Islend,

(7) Enicsetok Islnd.

(8) d&nidjet Island.

(9) Kabelle Island,

(1C) Eriirip-u Island.

(11) Lukuen Islond,

(12) Gejen Isiend,

(13) Lomumil-1 Island.

(14) sAerik Isl-nd.

(15) Iaen Isl-nd,

be Utirik “toll; 9 March 1954

(1) Itirik Islend:

(ce) Three canoes were beached above high water mark.
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(b) Houses were closed up agninst wexther and property left
in the weather, that could be spoiled, ws moved inside,

(c) “ater catchments were provided for livestock by pl-cir>
old pwns, buckets and large clam shells under eaves of houses.

(ad) Six dogs were killed to protect livestock,

(e) sll livestock appe rred to be in good condition.

(f) “later and soil samples were obtainsd and intensity
levels token,

(2) Aor. Isl-nd:

(2) Uninhabitated - intensity levels taken.

ee Bik-zr .toll; 9 Larch 1954

(1) Bikar Isl-nd:

(a) Uninhabitated - intensity levels taken,

ad. Ro:gerik .toll; 10 i-arch 1952

(1) Eniwetok Isleond:

(e) Air Force personnel were Ionded slong with « ship's
working party. Spoiled meat nnd other consumables were duzped in th. ser,
Esuipment was tested and securcd agsinst the wonther 2s dirsetsd by sir
Force persennel,

(bo) “ster ad soil somples were obtrined ad intensity
levels token.

(2) The islemds listed in sub-p-razrcph (5) through (6) cre un
inhabitated., Intensity levels, only, were taken.

(3) Rongerik Island.

(4) Mortlock Island,

(5) Letodick Island.

(6) sock Islend.
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e, alinginze Atoll; 10 March 1954

(1) Sifo Island:

(a) Native property, left by pcople who were visiting: fror.

Rongelap Islnd, wes protect.d agaiast the worth-r, J1l clothinz, tools,
etc. were pliced inside es canvas shclter on top of drizd palm fronds, and
covered with addition] cainvas.

(>) 2 thirty foot sailing schooner was moved to a safe achor-
age in the lee of sniustacku Island, The boat wos onchored in a sandy spct
in the event that it snould sink, Beaching wns improcticsble duc to the
Llinited time avzilseble,

(2) Enibuk Island:

(2s) Native property secured, intensity levels token,

(3) Bokonikairu Island:

(2) Uninhabitated - intensity levels tren.

3. Wavigetion and generel information:

a Bongclep.dtoll:

(1) Entrance enn be made quite readily through South Pass ani isrth

east Pass, Vest Pass shows quite plainly, however, no passicgé wae atterct cd
becnuse soundings are not adequate, Navigationsl fixes, using tamcente were
good, The cm-l] Boat Prs32 e in the Vorthwost p-rt of the atoll is difficul+

to see and appears to be very dangerous when heavy swolls aré rumni:c.

(2) Laendinzs can be readily made on all islands by motor whalebo:t.
On most of the islands the bench gradiont wis quite stsep, permitting exsy
beaching of boots. 2 sharp lookout should be maintainod at all tin:s for
coral heads and dark, yellow, or dark green, wrter should be svoidsd.

b. Bikar ..toll:

(1) Bikar Islond Fassaze is very difficult to find and passe
through the lagoon is difficult even for eo smell boat. 4 lnnding was
made with very little difficulty in the lee of Bikar Isl<nd <t low tii:.
It wos found advisable to pt the bow of the bont agcinst the reef, which

rises steeply at low tide, mand let the party wede ashore, The writer is
only knec deep at this period of the tide. Backwishn from tho reef should
be carefully watched. .
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(2) Tne island «no surroundin- .ecter tears «itn fisn, turtles
and Sse Olrds.

ce, Roncorax Atoll:

(a) Tne snap cia not etteret csessx 2 into tn> avoid o¢cause of
the poor navigational aids available. It 18 h2diev2a taut a snuiLo. drat
VeSSsi SNOuUsU sALEFasnee Very siltic Qlasacuaty if mendin,, PeSSaec.

(2) Smait Boataas i8 rourh, put not aan: srous. Extrets cere
so0uld be exercised when approaching Boca Isl-na as miny coraéi heaas ur-
present ano tre water is very shallow.

Gd. Aldineinc3 Atoll:

(2) Onty grail bot anctry sas ade. A shallo. drzit vessel should
have very little difficulty making entry. Navigational cuts were very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.

e. Utirix atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes reg-
ular entry into Utirik Atoll through Utirik Fussage. The beacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

4. Recommendations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atolls from a DD= tyre vessel is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongzlap is the only atoll, of the five visited, that can be entered
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thst can be coversd
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to heavy swells. “Jith the forces available, it is believed that the use
of a DIE is the most practicable solution for similar missions. For oparaticns
subsscuent to "CaSTLI", it is recommended that a smaller class ship of shalloi.
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortening boat runs,
in somz cases twenty miles.
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon wherever possibl:.
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding the operation and helping to
keep instruments dry.

c,. Maintain radio communication with boats. In this respect, this
command used SCR 536 which were the only battery typ2 radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty mile range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with overlays of the
atolls showing magnetic compass courses between islands and passes.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. The last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

£. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Uo not let
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g- Beach in the lee of island whencver possible.

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in 2ach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough weather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowed up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific personnel] designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on all so designated.

i. Working parties were kept firmly in hand. Zach working pérty was
required to remain in sight of a commissioned officer and ’r. Wilds. As
far as could be determined, no native property wes molested or pilfered.

j. It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage recsived by any
One person in the parties was 2.5R. Film badges, worn by all personnel ashor:,
or in the boats, have been forwarded to the U.S.S. BAIROKO for developine.

/s/J3. C,. ZLIOT
J. C. ELIOT

Copy to:
CQ CORTLSSDIV 12
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U. S. S$. NICHOLAS (DDE-449) DDI4LS/mw
c/o Fleet Post Office P22

San Francisco, California Ser: 054
28 March 1954

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongelap Survey Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. The USS NICHOLS (DLE-449) departed BIKINI Atoll at 1900M, 25 March
1954 for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force SVs
2311312 and Commander Task Group 7.3 2323232 of arch 1954. The following

personnel from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Dr. Lauren R. Gonaldson
br. Thomas L. Shipmen
ir, sdward «. Held
Ir. ralph F. Palumbo
Ir. Paul R. Olson
Dr. Thomas N. White

Mr. William W. Nobbins
Mr. Pescuale R. Schiavone
Major Charles i. Barnes, USAF

2. The ship arrived off the South Entrance, RONGELAP Atoll at 260100! and
put a whale boat inthe water at 260630M to meet the plane arriving from
Kwajalein with Dr. Bond's party.

3. The ship then proceeded to Northeast Pass, RONGZLAP atoll, entared and
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his party departed the ship at O830M.

4. The plane from Kwajalein arrived off RONGELAP at O905Lk, was met by th-
whalebo2t. Dr. Bond, Mr. Marion “Wilds, three Public Health Service Officers,
three Natives and mscellaneous equipment was transported to the beach. The
plane was guided to an anchorage about two hundred (200) yards off shore
from the village where it was anchored.

a. Personnel from the NICHOLsS assisted Dr. fond to accomplish the
following: Capture five young pigs and one sow; capture five chickens,
obtain soil, fruit and vegetation samples. One boar was killed and an au-
topsy was cerformed on the spot. The animals and othor samples were pleced
in cages and trénsportsd to the plane. Dr. Bonds party depcrted RONCZLAF
at 1300M, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then departed RONGILAT Island and
proceeded »orth to rejoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and sNI.STOK Island
to mzasur. radioactive intensity. One member of RadSurvey Tssm accompanied
this boat to condict RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Donaldson's
party worked in the Northeast part of RONGZLAP atoll, collecting fish, soil,
birds, invertebrates, algae and vegetétion samples. One mamber of RadSurv<e,
Team accompanied this this party to conduct RedSurvey of Northern Islands.
It was not possible to collect rats, as desired, due to the unexpected de-

parture of the ship as directed by Commander Task Group 7.3 2602172 of arch
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5. Dr. Bond expressed the opiricn thot his mission had besn accomp-
lished to his satisfnetion, Dr. Jon-ldsor st-tud that his mission his
been accomplished sctisfactorily, Wr. Linrion \.ilds, Trust Territory

Representative requested that the boat at AILINGLUIE be beached wher-
ever practicable, 411 bocts ae ROLCEL.F have been bunched by NICHOLLS.

6, Prior to the ships departure, three KT-176/PRC10 redios worc ob-
tained by Mr, FP, Schiavone from Task Unit 7,1, These radios were very
satisfactory and for supcrior to the 3C-S11-F used on the last trip.
It is recommended that this typo radio be used by ships on future trips
if they ore required to opernte sm-ll bozts « lone distance from the

ship. Roception wrs exccllcnt at twenty (20) miles.

7. The ships depcrture from ROUCEL.P Atoll was delayed until 26213¢."
becouse the motor whrleboat expericneed + fucl pump feilure on returning
from K.35LLE Island, where they were collscting rat traps.

€&. The ship rejoincd Task Group 7,3 off BIKINI Atoll at 270150",

J, C, SLIOT

Copy to:
COUJOITTASEFORCE SiVar
COMCOZTIISLIV T. TLS
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~ — 30 March 1954

MEMORANDUBM FOR: CJTF SiVin

SUBJZCT: DDZ Trio to Rongelép atoll, 26 March 1954

l. Reference CTF SEVEN DTG 2302202 March 1954. Purpose of subject
trip, conducted by USS NICHOL: S$ (DDS 449) was to:

a. Beach small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallese.

b. Conduct radsafe re-survey of Rongelap.

c. Collect approximately 500 pounds contaminated top soil re-
Quested by ai Division of Biology and »edicine.

d. Collect samples of Marine life and vegetation.

e. Collect domestic animals remaining at Rongelap village.

2. The undersigned acted as JTF SEVEN and TG 7.1 representative
and was responsible 1or execution of 1b and le. Synce the NICHOL.S will
mks @n overzll report, and detailed reports on ld and le will be made
by the project officers concerned, the details in this report ars con-
fined to lb and lec.

3. It is noted that the scope of activities lb and ld ws more
limited than had originally been plénned. ss will be clear from the re--
port of the NICHOL.S, this was because 26 harcn became Rel after the work
started. Thanks mainly to ths excellent planning and management of Cept.
Joseph Eliot and axscutive O.ficer Cliiford Frink, much mors wés 2ccom-
plished than might reasonably have been expected under thess= circumstances.
ic -nd le were accomplished essentially as planned, but la had to be
omitted.

L. The radsafs ra-survey was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavone of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two recently calibrated AN/PDR-39 instruments. Readings
on Rongélap Island were taken during the morning and on ths other islands

during ths aft-rnoon of 26 March.

  

 

Island mr/hr

Ronrelap 40 at C830 at standard position <zstab-

lished by Scoville Survey

Bosezh 50 South end

Eniaztok go

coPieD/00g Labardj 200

LANL RG Kabell< 500

ENCLOSURE (5) = SS >
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On Rongelop Island, the readinzs in the huts appeared to be 10%-15%
less than outside, Inside the huts the rendings at ground level were
about 70% of those 2t hend level. feadings over gravel srecas and
er the cisterns were about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, about 10-15
mr/hre

5, The top soil sample wes obtained from LAS.RDJ Island « snl
islend well coversd with bushes ard er-ss, but without palm trees, It
had beer. planned to get the sample from K.3ELLZ, but this could not be
done without interfering with the fish and vegztation collectioa,.

6, Special mention should be made of the work of tir, P.R. Schiavone,

who did on excellent job of gettin: supplies and equipment not cvailable
on the RICHCL.S, ss well as conducting the rad-safe survey,

t/ T. ITs
. H Division, LASL
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by CTG 7.4)

NGERIK

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior

Hospital interior
Walk from hospital to mess
Store room (behind mess)
Exterior store room tent
General Area exterior

Weather Station Site Readings:

Exterior areas local
Interior all tents

Interior building

Site Readings:

General area

Interior tents

Adjacent to trailer

40 - 100
50—— 75

100 - 110
50 - 55

100 - 150
100 = 150

125 - 150 - 160
50 = 75
50 = 60

140 - 190
70 = 80

160 = 180

19 March, 1190 ~ 1220 .fTKE

Landing on beach
Living area
Inside mess hall
Inside dispensary

Inside barracks
ESE end of island (Rawinsonde)
Along road tc Rawinsende area 40
Inside weather building
hork area outside buildin
Army area (around trailer
Inside foilage area
Inside tent

~ 42 -

42 arfhr
60 mr/hr
22 or/hr
26 mr/hr
23 mr/hr
47 ar/hr
40 mr/hr
23 or/hr
60 mr/hr
40 mr/hr
40 mr/hr
19 mr/hr

March,1400
: . Inside weather building

POPIED/DOE
LANL RC

Inclosure 6

Living area Still
Inside barracks
Inside dispensary

UNCLASS

21 mr/hr
60 or/hr
23 mr/hr
25 mr/hr

mr/hraf
or/hr
nr/hr

nr/hr
nr/hr
ar/hr

mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr

a
IFIED

neist
waist
waist

waist

aaist

naist

Waist

Yaist

Waist

“aist

“waist

Vaist

waist

waist

waist

waist

waist

waist

waist
waist

Waist

waist

waist

waist

waist

‘waist

waist

Laist

Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik (surveys conducted

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level

level
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Armny Site Out 42 mr/nr Waist Level
In 20 mr/hr Waist Level

eather Site Out 40 mr/hr Waist Level
In le mr/hr Waist Level

Living Site Out 35 mr/hr Viaist Level
In 15 mr/hr waist Level

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken) os, OCnah

Trailer -—. os,
¢ “ . ~

| x “Warked by pile of rocks ‘
“ wee,

Tent ‘

(") Horseshoe Pits (*)
 

LIVING AREA (Location of samples taken)

   

Mess | (x) |

eee - ; ~Dispensary

Marked by
wooden crate eee

™~, Le eeeee ee ee
‘x, ; Barr.
— _— — .-

“Barr,
aeea eeoe
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VBATHER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent .

| ~Building

||

¢ { ~ ane
B ‘A: —™, :

L Instrument Case *\ -Road

~y \

, )

(s/t R. A. House
kh A. HOUSs

Lt Col., USsF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3

JIF SEVsN
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight Able, consists of an aerial survey at
approximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls north of Kwaj-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, Ailinginae, Rongelap, hongerik, Taongi,
Bikar, Utirik, Taka, Ailuk, Jemo and Likiep. The aircraft are equipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamma radiation measuring instm-
ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contamination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Following humsnot at 2616252 March 1954, Flight able was

flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground

contamination)

Island (Atoll) 2719002 to 2803172 3020302 to 31020EZ

Lae (Lae) 0 0
Ujae (jae) 0 0.2
Wotho (wotho) 0 1.7
Enibuk (ailinginae) 6 2
hongelap (Rongelap) 28 78
hongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 O.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) -- 7
Taka (Taka) 8 7
Kapen (aAiluk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1,0

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USaAF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

INCLOSURE 7
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SAFPLE. COLL ICTION

N. DATS

Wi 6 March |

W2 6 March

N3 6 March

Wh 7 March

W5-8 4 March

wll 5 March

W1l2 6 March

W13 6 March

wo 6 March

W10 ? March

W11 3 Merch

W12 8 March

wW13 8 Merch

WLLL, 8 March

a oo
” ”
{ ,

INCLOSURE #8

 UNCLASSIFIED 

 

DRINKING WAT=R SaMPLZS (Analysis Report)

a/m/m1
TO LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON SJPLZ DATS)

6800 Likiep Island Collected from largest 77
Likilep Atoll cistern on heaviest popu-

lated island of atoll

1200 Jemo Island Same as 41 550

1700 =arluk Island Same as Nl 1020
Ailuk Atoll

1300 Mejit Island Same as Al 2500

0900 »=Utirik Atoll Composite of 4 water sam- 430
ples taken by USS AINSHAW

160C.: Ormed Island Composite: 4 from catch- 108
Wot je Atoll basin

1130 Kaven Island 1 from well 67
haloelap atoll

1130 =Kaven Island 1 from catch-basin 31
Maloelap Atoll

1630 Wotho Island l from well (catch-basin 7
Wotho Atoll dry for 1 month plus)

1200 Delap Island Tap “ater 14
Majuro Atoll

0930 Rongelap Island Comoosite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000

Rongelap Island

Honc,elap Island

Roneelap Island

Chart included 47,000 No. 1 No. 6
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,002
Rongelap Island 63,000

Central cistern
of village

Cistern water from

north part of island

Castern water from
northern most village
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50 000%

73 ,000*

8,000"



SANFL?
NO.

Wid

WL?

W18
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COLL=CTION
DaTz IMf& LOCATION LiSCRIPTION

8 Maren Ron elap Islnd Scuth cistern in
village

9 Merch Utirik Island Castern

9 March Utirik Island Castern

10 herch mniwetak Island Dastillation water

Rongérik atoll

* computed as of 3 lurch
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DRINCING ATES SSL.PLeS (Avesysis Report) Cont'd

d/m/mL
(ON SsMPLE DaTz)

60,000

7, 200%

33,000%

6t%
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SAMPLE  COLLsCTION d/m/gm
NO. DATE TUS LOCATION DESCRIPTION ON SaiPL. D.TS

S21 6 Murch 0800 Lskiep Island U,-er layer bare soil 23,000
Likiep atoll in random spots un-

sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.

S2 6 Merch 1200 Jemo Island Same as above 13,000

$3 6 March 1700 Ailuk Island Samz as ebove 23,000
Ailuk Atoll

SL 7 March 1300 Mejit Island Same as above 30,000

85 5 March 1600 Ormed Island Composite of 5 samples 15,000
“Wot je Atoll (1 beach, 3 mid-village,

1 back village)

Sé 5 March 1730 Erikub Island Composite of 2 samples 4,300
Erikub Atoll (1 mid-villege, 1 half-

. way to beach)

S7 6 March 1130 Kaven Island Composite of 4 samples 5, 500
Miuloelap atoll (2 from village, 2 from

paths to beach)

S8 6 March 1630 ‘“otho Island Composite of 3 samples 2,400
“otho Atoll (1 by well, 2 mid-village)

S9 7 March 1200 UDalep Island Composite of 4 samples 950
Majuro atoll (near admin Bldg)

S1O 7 Merch 1200 Utirik Island Composite of 3 samples 270,000
(Collaction date of S10 is uncertain, probably 3 Merch 1954
by PR: Survey Party. alysis value given is corrected to

7 warch.)

$11 8 March Rongelap Island Soil from north pert of 1,300,000%*
island

$12 8 March Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000**

$13 & March Rongelap Island 1 mile north of Rongclap 460,00C**
village

INCLOSURE #9 — mses

Sarn
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SAMPLE
NO.

S14

S15

$16

S17

S18

S19

S20

S21

*S22

POPIED/DOE
LANL RG
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SOIL SabPLIS (ANaLYSISKPURT) CONT'D

 

COLLECTION afmgm
DaT2 Trt LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON Sab-Ls DaTs)

8 Merch Rongelap Island Near south cistern of 630 , O003+
village

8 March Eriirippu Island 35 ,0CO , 000+
Rongelap Atoll

8 March Eniwetak Island 3 5200, 000 #+
Rongerik Atoll

8 March Kabelle Island 20 ,G00 ,OG0%
Rongelap atoll

9 March Utirik Island 5,600, 0007+

9 March Biker Island 280 , OOO

1O Merch Eniwatak Island 1, 200, 0002+*
Rongsrik -tall

10 March Sifo Island Tamporary village BL,000
bllinginae atoll

9 March Bikar Island Foliage, windward side 4,60 ,OCC? *

* d/m/gm of plant ash (iguiv. to 1.4 x 104 d/m/gm plant as received)

#* Cucputed as of 3 March

Soil values may be roughly t
dividing by 13, or to d/m/ft

yenslated to curies per square mile by
by multiplying by 6000.
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