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SUBJECT: lLeports on Evacuation of Natives and Surveys of Several
Mershall Island Atolls

TO: See Distribution BEST COPY AVAILABLE

1. Reference is made to letter this headgquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several karshall Island atolis, aatea 18 March 195L

(Secret, Restricted Data). .

2, Attached herewith for your information and retention are copies of

additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference.

3. In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-

graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial pre-evacuation
surveys and on the recepticn of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and

white prints of the still photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will not be of pro-

fessional gquality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the over-all
photographic coverage. Distribution will be made approximately 30 April

1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:

C/S US4 (Exhgt), Dia (AEC), DBM (AZC), HICOMTERFACIS, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT,
ChAFSWP, COMNAVSTAKWAJ. Additional prints in speciflc sizes and quality,
and motion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with Annex T to
CJTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Farticular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, annex T covering Distribution and Control of phetographic
matenals by the atomic Ener TEY. Commss:.on and the Department of Defense,
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DISTRIBU ION' ,
CTG 7.1 XS) {
"CTG 7.2 (1 cy
CTG 7.3 (1 cy)
CTG 7.4 (1 cy)
CTG 7.5 (1 cy)
CINCP4C (1 cy)
CINCPACFLT (1 cy)
HICOMTERPACIS (1 ey)
COMNAVSTAK.AT (1 cy)
DMA/AEC (1 cy)
DBM/AEC (1 cy)
Ch AFSWP (1 cy)
CG FldComd (D.ET) (1 ey)
C/s USa, Exagt (1 cy)
LASL H Div (1 cy)
HASL, NYOO (c/c Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
USS RENSHAU (DDE-499) (1 ecy)
USS PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 cﬁ
USS NICHOLAS (DDE=~449) (1 cy)

9 Incls:
1. Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 flar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
2. Report by CO USS F-NSHAW, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik stell,
L Mer 54, dtd 18 ilar 1954,
3. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1lst Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-1l Har 54, dtd 20 Mar 54,
4. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.
5+ Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap stoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.
6. M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
7. M/R: Kwajalein NYOO Flight ABLT Results.,
8. Drinking V.ater Samples (Analysis Report).
9. Soil Samples (Analysis Report).
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Core uf Fizav Post Oitace
San Fraaeasco, (uiitornle

DDE498: VLM: GWA: wk

H2-1
Serial: 001
§ Mar 1954

~From: -Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref': (&) COMTASKGRCUP 7,3 Disp 0208487 of March 1954
(b) cCoM JTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginsge
Atoll
(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelg
and Ailinginae Atolls
(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Island
1, In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from
Bikini at 214584 on 2 March and errived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft, No, 2085,
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwajalein
anchored ebout 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP aenciored. Prior to anchoring, the PBL, in good radio come
municetion with the PHILIP, made a thorcugh reconnaissance flight around
the atoll., Also on departure the previ-.s evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuscble navigational and gencral
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
.Radiclogical Safety Officer and a three man monitcring team proceeded
from the PEILIP in g motor whale-boat to the PBM and picked up Mr. Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administraticr Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pecific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese ine
terpreter, The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat,

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
Monitoring of the island commenced immediately., On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order,
The Commending Officer, U,S.S. PHILIP presented Mr, Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring information, and on being informed that
Commender Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the actual evacuation
should be resjuested by trust territory officials, Mr., Wilds was very
emphatic regarding the need for evacuation., Through the interpreter

ENCLOSURE (1)
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it wes explained thet it was tc the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the ztcll and that the PHILIP was there for theat
purpose, Mr, Wilds was present during 211 the convsrsation with
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCDR

V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIF whose Majuro Island
Government background proved very helpful in oonvincing the Mar-
shellese that they should leave,

4, The information that the people would leave Rnngelap was passed
very quickly, Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the
only baggege since the monitors readings indicated o high dosoge on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings, It is
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception,
This procedure expedited the entire operation,

5, It was decided to utilize the PBY to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein, John designated sixteen (16} persons and this party
v~8 emberked in the aircraft in ebout an hour and a half after the
perty first landed., These passengsrs are listed in Enclosurs (1) which
is forvarded herewith,

6, Fortunately, the Marshallese werc not reluctant to leave the islend,
The magisirate expleinzd that the peopls had been sick and he obviously
deduced that all of the people would scon be provided the necessary
msdicel care, John was mpprehensive about the saflety of his boat, a

30 foot sloop. The sloop was towsd by the ship's whale boat to a better
lee, Two anchors were dropped and thc boat appeared to be in good holding
ground,

7. The forty eight (48) remaining Marshnlless were transportad via two
~2ip's whale boats to the PHILIP, Nam2s of evacuses are listed in
enclosurs (1),

8. De-contamination of the Marshallese commenced immedictely upon em-
barkation. KRoutes had been previously establishsed and the de-contamins-
tion teams on station reedy to guide ths passengers to the dz-contamino-
tion center (after crew's woshroom), Clothing was placed in two G.I, cans
eft and after a thorough shower clean clothes were raandily available at
the exit, The cr>w donated sufficient white and dungares trousers,
dungaree and "T" shirts without which the de-contamination could not have
been as effective,
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9., Women and children were billested i: the torpede room and the

men provided toemporary shelter under a canvas tarpeulin rigged on the
0l level between the stacks, Cots were aveailable as seats in Both
.locations, Th: after officer's head and washroom, o short dis-

tance from the torpade room was designated for use by the women and
children, The men had the use of ths after crew's head and washroom.
The separation of the Marshzallese was mendatory dus to the limited
space available in the torpedo room, A continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and to assist in any requests made by the Marshallese,

10, All children werc provided milk shortly aftesr de-contanination,
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line for meels and had
the same ration as the croaw, The meat course was the least popular,
The majority of the party asked for more scup, brcad and vegetazbles,
Hot soup was most irn demand, Ice creom was the natural favorite of

211l the children, .

11, The contaminated clothing was washed in the ship's laoundry with
o strong soap solution, driesd, pressed and rcturned within four hours
after the party embarked,

12, Sleeping accommodations, although crowled, were considerzd adeguate,
Iwelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpecde room
and the remaining deck space covered with kapok life jackets, The men
slept on the fantail under the deck awning, Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pellets and are excsllent insulation cgainst warm or damp
decks, With the above arrangzsments each person hed o sleeping spaccs

13, The PBM planeCommander reportad that he thought he saw soms poople
on Enisetok Island (Rongslap Atoll), A party, including John and Oscar
DeBrum, thz interpreter, landcd on this island at 031245M, & thorough
scarch was made but no Marshalles2 were located. The Magistrate insured
thz search party that he was certain that there wers no persens there
sirce o boat was not nearby, konitor team readings indicated an avercge
of 3,02 Roentgens, with a moximum rcading of 3,65 Rosntgons, konitor
toam statistics are included in enclosure (2), It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite~’,

14, Six (6) sampl2s of water taken from wells on Rongeclap have baen

forwarded in compliancez with refaerence (b)., Approximats locations of
wells are indicated in emclosure (3),

lzceﬁly
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15, The ship then procecded to Ailinginac Atoll. The Magistrate
bclievad it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island., A party was
landed, conducted a *: -~rough search but found no onc, The ship re-
rmained in tho vicinity of Enibuk while ths two whale boats proccceded
to Sifo Island, A sloop was sightod anchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Island, The party landed and John the Mazistrate once again expleincd
the need for le=ving Rongelap. Eightcen ?18) Mﬂrshqllgse worc trans-
ported from this islaend., Both this group, and John, assured the party
that therz wsro no Marshallese on any of the othor islends and the
evacuation was considored complatod. The sloop wzs anchored off the
islond in o good lea, The same procedures for handling the 18 cvocuces
from Sifo were followed as describad in th: prauceeding paragraphs,

16, Tha PAILIP departed from Ailinginae a2t 1800k on 3 March and arrivad
at thz Naval Station Kwajczlein at 08530M .on 4 March, The Marshallose
were disembarked during the morninz of 4 lMarch and removed to the Naval
Dispensary, On arrival, the PHILIP was visitod by Commander, Novel
Station, Kwajzlein, and ropresontatives of Commandar Joint Task Force
ZVEN,

17, In spite of thc willingnass of thc people to loave their homes

there was understandable concarn over the safety of the two sloops 1lcft

bchind at Rongelap and Sife, Those bozts arc a community asset for

hauling copra and rcturning the basic food staples, medicines and

clothing during the period that Trust Territory ficld trip ships are

not evailable, Thsr> was a considerable amount of copre in a drying

shed on Eniaetok and a smallor amount on Sifo, It was most disheartoning
- to the lagistrote to leave the copra behind since he himsclf had preopared

the copra on Enizatok last week, All livestock, including about onec

hundred chickens 2nd ton pigs werc cbandoncd on Rongelap. Twe dogs were

alsc laft on the island, Since thc people were not given an estimatc of

the duration of their evacustion, the concern over the above items will

no doubt incrense as the absonce from their homcs grows longer,

18, It is rocommended that aircraft periodically oheck the condition

of the two sloops at Rongelep and Sifo., It is further rocommended that
som2 consideration be given to the transfeor of livestock, copra and
personzl belongings on Roncelap, Sifo, Eni~etok, There is n possibility
thzt these animals could be of much value for scientific rescearch,

19. The Marshallese werc excollent passengors, most cooparative, nover

demanding and exemplary in conduct, It wns a distinct pleszsure for the

crew of tho PHILIP to have boen afforded the opportunity to assist those
CU qulet peopls in the ovacuation,
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A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROl. RONGELAP ISLAND
ON 3 MARCH 1654

e ——————

NiZ S=X AGE

1. Male 66
2. Male 75
3. Femals 83
4. ale 70
S. Femnle 63
6. M&le 28
7. Female 62
8. Female 52
S. Female 6
10, Femcle 17
11. Femalo 19
12, Femzle 24
13, Female 78
14. Male 30
15, Nale 48
16, Female - 59

UNCLASSIFIED

- —r—

P

=/ 77 7

e

Page 1 of Enclosure (1)



ED/

"

PR!VACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

e

et~y

P -

“.'

- UNCLASSIFIED

A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EMBARKZD ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FRO¥ RONGELAP ISL.XD ON 3 MARCH 1554

- Nz SEX e -
1, Malc 49
20 Male 43
30 Male 37
4, Nale 36
5. Male 44
6. A':lale 31
7. Mele 30
8, Male 20
9. Male 15

10, Male 12

11. kale 7

1z, Male ké

13. Male 6

14. Male 5

15, Male * 4

16, Male 13

17, Male 2

18, Male 2

19, Nalc 2

20, ale 1

21, Male 2

22, Mele 4

23, Femalc 69

23, Femelec 53

25, Fomale 50

26, Famzole 33

27, Femrlc 37

28, Femzale 31

29, Female 30

30, Famsale 28

31. Female 26

32, Fem-le 12

33. Malsz €0

34, Femzle 4

35, Femzle 2

36, Female 7

37, Female 18

28, Femalc 15

39, Fem-cle 15

40, Female 13

41, Female 9

42, Female 3

43, Femzle 4

44, Femnle 3

45, Femeole 2

46, Female 15

47, Mnlc 20

48, Mgle 33
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A LI3T OF M/RSHALLESE EMBA®KED ABC.RD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM SIFOC ISLAND ON 3 MARCH 1954

NAME Sox —r
1. Male 35
2. Male 2
Se Male 42
4, Mals 4
5. Male 57
6. Female 55
7 Femele 13
8. Femcle 10
g. Female 1
10, Female 19
11, Female 2
12, Female 12
13, Female 16
14, Female 2
15, Female 16
16, Famele 37
17, Female 25
18, Femcle 35

Pagce 3 of Enclosure (1)

UNCLASSIFIED



_ __UNCLASSIFIED
ST e e/

RAD SAFE FEPORT

(Evacuation and Docontemination of Marshallese Natives)

I, Dataq:
AT : RE.OINGS (in VR/AR) ¢ : Time of
X :Island : Avi, :  Mox, 3 Inhaobited : Re-Zings :
kel : : t : - :
%Q:Rongelap :t 1473 1900 Yes ¢ 031045Y
T ot : : : : :
my iEnisetok & 027 3650 No :  031245M
s = : : : : 3
' :Enibuk  : 445 . 550 No s 031545M
= Oy : t : : :
a3 85100 r 412 : 480 . Yes + O3L7ISM
H - . . . . 4
< ! : : : :
Totals : 4 P = - -~ o= = o- - 2 P = - - -

II, DECONTZfINATION: ( PERSONNEL )
1. Decontamination readings are as follows:

Average Readings

: : Beforec tAfter 1
: ISLAND : Decor*zmination: Decontamination :
t H : H
: Rongelap : 60 MR/HR : 25 MR/MER :
: Sifo : 40 MR/HR : 15 MR/ER :

NOTE #l., Clothin, was slightly contaminnted even efter do-
contaminating procedures were employod dus to its
roush surface and prolonzed exposure to radiation,
However, maximum readings of less than 50 MR/HR did
not warrant discarding womon's clothing due to the |
short time it was to bc worm,

NOTE #2. Decontamination upon leavin: the ship: 20-22 MR/HR,

—
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BOTTLZ #3

BOTTLE #1

BOTTLS #4
BOTTLZ #5
BOTTL: #0
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USS FeNSHAW (DDE~49G)

gFleet Post Office In Reply Refer to
San Francisco, Califormia °  DDELY9/LHA:rec
A9
Serial: 03#

18 Marceh 1554

From: Cormanding Officer, U.5.S. RENSHAW (DDE-499)
To: Commander Task Group SZVEN POINT THREED

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

Ref: (&) CTG 7.3 conf disp 031220z
(b) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0320402

Encl: (1) Informal harrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.
2. A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacu-
atior by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed
and it is later plarred to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained

from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 karcn
1954 via Major K. D. Crea, USA, Staff CJTF 7.

s/
L. H. 4LFCRD

Copy to:
" CTU 7.3.1
: bOPlED’Ju;
{ LANL Rg
CONFIDENTIAL Enclosure (2)
- to CTG 7.3 1ltr
INCLOSURE (2) e e (Y Hr G 27 Serial 0691
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INFORLAL LAFGATIVE OF ZVACLATION OF MATIVES FROW

UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 2 aarca 1y54, to procsed
to Utirix atol., tne kenshaw, immediately departed from the patrol area north
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enrcute.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 40O mile voyage
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, e activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direcc-
tions, tidc tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll werc
searched and avidly studied. although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not knovn on board until late in the night of tre 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the pecple. Soveral schemes werc put fonward put
the finzl plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistzice of Z. K.

Tryba, BiC, USN. He had served a tour of duty in trust territories wcst of
the karshalls and had experience in evacuwation of natives.

Although the Douglas A, Munro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until OL1330., hence plans were made fcr the
possibility of receiving on board henshaw 1l the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll.

The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north cf
Takz Atoll whicn is only & miles Siv of Utirik., It was sighted at 3bout Oc30O.
or: the morming of 4 Larch and course was set soutneastward to pass betwuen
the two atolls, Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik atoll.
we passed close to the recf on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage, There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions werc very definite that no ship larger than a FC should
maks the attempt. lievertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found toc dan-
gerous on the south sidc for the evacuztion. Theoretically, it would have
even been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 1600 when our
18 ft. drag aft would clear the channcl about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our tacks madc the channil auu coral heads
visible., It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.0. would be about like that of hussian roulette.

Upon rounding the Sw tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to skirv
the reef along th: southerm leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunatecly the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells, At 0735k the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
on which all the natives werc reported to live., At this time trust terri-

qgory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been reccived.
n view of our directive to coumence evacuation at daylight it was decided

ENCLOSURE (1)
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to procecd at once as best we could until tne trust cificizls arrived cr
if necessary without them. It was hoped tnzt we might find & missionery,
2 pidgin English native or even 2 trust represent2tive ashnors.

Consequently at aczut 0740 the gig (26 ft. LE) was leunched and a
becach party was embarked with the axscutive Officer, LCDR V.. k. Easton, USIK,
in chargw. he was to try tc get ashore as soorn as possible, organize tne
natives for evacuetion and determine tne best location and meens for the
evacuation., Included in this party were the kzdsef: Officer, monitor, hecs-
pitalman, signalmen, etc, =»s soon as tnis party shoved off, 2 sccond i'wE
was launched w.ith the Gunnery Officer in charge, who was to search elong
the reef for a brezk or a more favorztle spct ror safe boot nandling in the
e¢vacuation.

Now, as the boats left the snip, we commenced execution of our plzns
for receiving the nztives on board. Awnings were rigged on thne fantz2il witn
side s* -ips from the deck to the redge ropes. ditional lifc lires were
rigged for the safety of children. Fore and aft and verticzl accesses to
the fantail were clesed or roped off and awnings rigred where necessary to
ensure privacy for thc natives. The entir. crow's washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set asidc for the nztives and for their decontamin-
etion inasmuch es this is the ship's muin siction fer this purpose. an out-
side salt water shower was rigged, 2 receptacle was provided for thedir clotncs
and sufficient elean dungarcc shirts, trcusers, €tc., were raiscd by zn
appcal to the crew, to thus clothe all tnec natives. « pig-pen wzs fashioned
by closing off access to a 3" gun tub. Wwe planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the Ol deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the porpulace.,

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and perty approached the south shors

of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastem tip. Tnc island
here and clsewhere has a continuous outer perimeter of table ro.fs extending
sone LO yds out intec the water over which the waves produced a surf of medium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard., Having selected 2 point
. Where the surf was slight and appeared to of{er the best spot, the Executive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we Kept

it after picking up a beiled-out jet pilet last fall), which had a line
attached to it from tne boat. &fter some pruglsss towaras the beach he
appeared to experience aifriculty witt tne surf and scme unsesn force resulting
in no progress.. Considerable humor and some coneem were evoked at signt of
the Executive Officer furiously padaling, cach stroke wrirling the reft 16C°
around but meking no progress, It was later detcrmined thet the line from
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, sccurely anchoring him to scaward.
By this timc a2 few of the natives had apprearcd and some of them swam oul 2rd
helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings,

At about this time, Navy JRF 912 scapleane arrived from Kwzjalein, londed
in the westerm part of the lagoon and commcnced taxiing eastward towards

COPIED/DOE n
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Utirik Is. After establishing radio comrunicaiions with the plane and as-
certaining the number of passengers, the zxcsuive Officer was dirccted to
cross over to the lagoon side and use tre rubbir raft or any means to land
the planc passcngers. With the friendly help of th. cooperative natives,
the X.0. with the rubber raft, set out in an outriggzer cance towards the
scaprlane in the lagoon., But just as hc approachcd the planc it taxiied awey
apparcntly not distinguishing him arong th: nativis., 1t had becn sugcestad
to tine plane thzt if he had difficulty landing pass.ngers in the lagoon, ho
might try landing outsidc the lagoon ncar thc ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the planc took off immediately znd after onc try, a tremendous
bounce, anothcr circle and approacn, landed ncar tnc snip about 0915L,

Meanwhilc, the gig having disembarked the Exscutive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced eastward azbout 500 yards to a small cove wiere
the natives said landings could be made with more ease and safety. Thnis
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term., Easc and safcty
did not secm to fit the situation eithcr but it did appear less dangerous.
By using thc ancnor to seaward tne gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edgc where the Radsafe Officcr and his team discmbarked and wadsd ashors
to the same friendly welcome, handshakes and "Good Morning" frem every native,
large and smell. During this time the Executive Ofiicer had rstumed to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at redeiving the plane passengers and ad-
vised tne native chicf to prepare his people for evacuation. Som. of the
ratives who scemed to undcrstand and spokc some broken English were of rrest
assistance in this, At this time tne ship was adviscd by the X.0. of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and scawar.’ side of Utirik Island and
that native boats would bc of no practicel assistance. Tne Guanery Officor
in the MWE, after scarching for several miles along the south lgp of tnc
atoll, reported there were rno breaks in tne reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig had disembarxked the remainder of the beach party, it was
retumed to the ship having lost its ancnor in leaving thoe recf. It arrived
in the vieinity of the ship just in time to mect the plane and take aboard

'its passengers. They consisted of karshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, Marshall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. &after a bricf consultation on boerd ard pro-
curement of anothcr boat anchor, the gip was apain dispatched to the beach,
meeting the B enroute and recciving from it a radioman with a portable
SCh-300 radic which greatly facilitated the operation. This party was mct
by the Executive Officcr and the group then set out for the village, The
scaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.
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Y'hile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments aN/FDR-27E. The first readings teken
wore op the seaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and witn-
out shicld) were indicated along the foct path connecting the scaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the villege,
several natives were monitored witn the following readings common to all; over
all bedy 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without
srield), gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr
with shield and 120 mr witnout shield., Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle secticn of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 10C mr
with ardwithout shicid, coconuts in thneir various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shield, 130 nmr
without shield. A short ficld trip was made intec the undergrowth and grass
areas surrounding the village whcere readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concentrated and
trapped contaminating particles, The monitor made his way vie projecting
corel pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave & 50 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalmen was assigned the task of
collecting water samples and succecded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistermn reservoirs in the village., It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was duc to the
rocfs ovur each rez-rvoir,

Upor: arrivirg at the village the axecutive Officer with Trust Territory
official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rush them. Nevertheless, he had the floor ard after a few words, the natives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It was
carefully explained that we would tzke along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate retumn of the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on recommendation of the official, to leave
tne livestock and bocts behind., Tnc natives agreed to this and after being
reassured that their possessions and animals would be sefe until their retum,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarsly
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usuzlly a woven bedding mat,
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At this time, about 1015k, the ship was advised by the X.0. thzt the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and & life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf{ to the
boats standing off about 50 yards, At approximately 1040M the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuztion commenced at 105C. By this timc the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered orn the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the be .ts first, with their
possessions, followed by the men. Much cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
ship'es personnel required. at about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The coral was ~new-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the reft and in a redio
consultation between the X.0, and C.0., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation severazl hours and also was fraught with
darger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in sizght, it

' was decided to continue. HMost of the women, children and aged were al-
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ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. 4nother
rzft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten MB loads of about 15 people each were reguired to complete the
evacuation of the 154 natives. Yne last raft load left the beach at about
124510 leeving as forlom a set of dogs as you have ever seen. ot 1251 2ll
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf{ con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
esked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of tre
atoll, and none vere on Taka Atoll, L - 5 miles away. He first szid there
were 161 natives presert and proudly brought out a card index filc tc prove
it. Cereful questioning however indicated that at least twe infants had
died 2 dzy or two before and that the cla boy didn't have ¢his Pald recoris
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unbom babiss. The
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurrsd
in by the chief and Trust official., =~ breakdown was as follows: men L7,
women 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 cach.

At about 1300 when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwzjalein to arrivc at dawn on the 5th, At about 1345L0 we mct
the D.4. Munro (DE-422) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but therec
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and retum to Kwojalelin.
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It did not secm prudent to further move the natives around by dividing them
up between tho two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The ilunro had 2 medical officer on board and cffered his services which
fortunately were not necded., It was comforting tc know he was availavle
howcver, snould any of the pregnant weomen f211 duc and payable wiilo on
board.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worxed out fairly well
end generally as was expected, EZach cne was monitored as they came on boar:
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantizlly lower thzn the
average of 20 nr/rr readings on tho beacn., This indicated that wading cut
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in roducing prosence of fall-out ma-
terial on fest and clothing. Some cf the children were routed through tnc
showers as soon as they came c¢n board., But it was decided to feed a2ll cf
tnem before starting decontaminztion of adults. Serving lines viere set up
on the fanteil using regular steam tacle trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc. They didr't ezt very well, perncps from the ex-
citement or meybc they just don't like meat loaf, They did betier on the
bread, mashed potatocs and oranges,

Aftcer lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggesticns for -
changing ana igrroving our facilitiss which includea carefivl pertitioning
and segregation of the vomen's side of thie head and weshrecoms. He explained
that under conditions of ercitomernt and strange surrcundings the women are
extremely modest. Then commenced decontamination messures and considerable
resistence was encountered. bBut by prociing and cajcling we manaped to
get all about 10% of ther throuch the showers, These were the aged, infimm
and sick. With no readings hirher than 7 mr/hr it vas decided rot prudert
to force the old people in the showers. liext the preblem of clothing arose,
Yie had sufficient clean dungarses for them 2ll e .4 ;2.n1ed to run all thelir
clothes through the laundry and give them back to put on before leaving thne
ship. Bul herc agein stiff resistence was encountered. Ve tried but they
couldn't scem to understand taking their clctnes eway and the women wanted
no part of the dungareec. Clothes were ronitered and since they averzged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided tnat the situation did not call for such
drastic measures. All of these mattcrs werc discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or rads on his recommen-
dations. Carecful observation of the natives and questioning of the intcor-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morzlc convinced us thit
forcing ther to give up their clotnes would really shake them ug.

By late aftermoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, scne of whom took several showers. They werc
bright-eyed and cute as could be. Some fuw of the women, as is their wont,
talked guietly but steadily all aftemoon from the time they came 2board.
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Vie fixced up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gctten used to their sur-
roundings, had reccvered their composurc and their zppetites., They really
stowed away the chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, hcavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright cclored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all scemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed thom a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time. It shculd be re-
membered that most of these nztives had never been off the atoll and as far

as is known had never seen 2 movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats., The wesather continued good and since we were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only ll knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. Next moming they 2te and seemed to enjoy a big brezkfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking 2s we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during tne process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at abcut 050300k to waiting buses in custody of
ComiavStaKwaj. As they went over the side one could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief was asked what they had seen and he rerlied with gesturcs
indicating a large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the negative one as might be expected that the werld
w3s coming to an end, but, "The world, we think shc etart over again.”

|
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JOINT TwuSK FORC. SiVeN -
TASK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7,3/10: jmt
APO 107 (HOY), ¢/0 Postroster  Al6-10
Sin Fruneisco, Ciatormu Scr: 0698

25 Lor 1954
CONFIDIITIL
FIRST ENDORSZITUT ON USS NICHOL.LS (DDE~44%) ltr P-22 ser 049 of 20 Mar 54
From: Commander, Task Group 7.3
To: Commonder in Chief, Pacific
Vies Cormander, Joint Task Force SZVEL
Subj: RadSafe Survey 8-11 iiarch 1954

l, Forwnrded ros 2 matter of information,

2. The recormendations of the Commanding Officer, USS KICHCL.S (TDE-:49),
will be considered c-refully if additionsl surveys of this type arc re-
guirsd,

He Cs ZRUTOL

Copy to:
TG 7.1
COMCORIDESDIV 12 (without brsic)
USS 'ICBOL.S (DDIZ-4%49) (without basic)
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CONTIDIVTTI.L USS NICHOLAS(CIZ-445) DDEéég/mw
Flezet Post Cffice P-22
San Francisco, Ccolifornia S8cr: 0=9

20 lar 54

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commmder Task Group 7.3

Subj: Radsafz Survey 8-11 March 1351

1, The Task Group 7.1 survey party and Mr, Hariom Vilds, trust Torritory
representative, errived Ronzelep ot 07450, 8 lMerch and bourded UICECL.S
ghortly theren~fter, ¥orking partiss, as indicated in Commonder Joint Teosk
Force SZVZH dispntch 060400Z, were madce availoble to Dr, 3coville's party,
Dr, Scoville informed the Commanding Offic:r thet oll reports of gamra
intensitites and other scientific data would bc roported only to Commarder
Joint Task Force STIVZll. He specifically regucsted that no othsr commmnds
be mede information addresses, Droily dispntches indicating results of
RadSef. survey on each -~toll, ori;inncted by Dr. Scoville, werce addressed
accordingly, On debarkiigz «t Jniwetok at 0830, 12 Yarch Dr. Scoville's
party tr-nsported nll earth and water sarmples to Parr- Island,

2. The following islands, in ~tolls, were visited., r, 7ilds zccompmnied
working parties nshore on all ex-inhabitatzd isl-nds whore native property
w-s secur2d as directcd by hime
2. Ronzelap Atoll; 8 and 11 llzirch 1056=:
(1) Rongelap Island:

(e) lative houses werc closed up =nd property left in the
oper, thet could be ruined by wcather, was moved inside,

(b) One dog and threec cats werc killed ns possible mencce
to livestock,

(¢) One thirty foot sailinz schoonor was benched ~bove hizh
water mark ond fillsd with sca water. fasts wers unshipped and placed in
o shaed nlong with s-ils,

(d) Two sacks of rice snd five s-~cks of flour werc opencd and
ploced outside as feed for pigs and chickuns,

(e) Buckets, p-ns and largc ¢lam shells were placed under
e~ves of houses to provido drinking water for livestock,

cOP'ED/DO —f~’“117**1 —r I//*/-"‘f_
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(f£) 211 livestock aoppeared to be in good coadition. It is
believed that sufficient water will be avzailable ~ltnough o shortaze of
food is expected to develop irn the near future,

(g) Yister =nd soil samplos wers taren as directed by Task
Group 7.1 personncl and intensity levels were takan,

(2) The isl-nds listed in sub-poracraph (I) through (15) zore
2ll uninh~bitated except for partics of natives <hot go from Rongelap to
make ¢opr-, collect sex birds azd fish, Therc wns no native property
found, Intensity levels were t-ken by Task Group 7.1 p:orsonnel,

(3) Eniron Island,

(4) .rbar Islend,

(5) Busch Island,

(8) Enialo Islend, .

(7) Enicetok Isl-nd.

(8) inidjet Island,

(3) Knbelle Island,

(1C) Zriirip-u Island,

(11) Lukuen Isl-nd,

(12) Gejen Isl-~nd,

(13) Lomunmil~l Island,

(14) erik Isl-~nd,

(15) Il<en Isl-~nd.

be Utirik .,toll; & March 1554
(1) Itirik Isl=nd:

() Three canoss were beachud above high weter mark.
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(b) Houses were closed up agninst we-ther and property =0t
iz the weather, thet could be spoiled, wns moved inside,

(e) 'rater catchments were provided for livestock by pl-cir:
old prns, buckets and large clam shells undeir eaves of houscs. :

(a) 8ix dogs were killed to protect livsstock,
(e) .11 livestock appe~rvd to be in Zood conditiorn,

(£) vater and soil samplss were obtained and internsity
levels token,

(2) sor Isl-nd:
(n) Uninhabitzted - intensity levels takens
Ce Bik-r .itoll; 9 Li~rch 19b%
(1) 3Bikar Islnnd:
(a) Uninhobitated - intensity levels teken,
d., Ronzerik . toll; 10 ilarch 1951
(1) Eniw=tok Isl-nd:
(o) iir Force personnel were laonded =long with o ship's
working party. Speiled meat and other consumcbles were duspid in th.e senx,
Ezuipment was tested and sscurcd azeinst the wonthor as dirccted by Lir

Force psrscnnel,

(b) 7oter axrfd soil samplos were obtained and intonsity
levels trken,

(2) The islands listed in sub-p-razr~ph (3) through (6) ~rz un-
inhabitatzd, Intensity levels, only, wore taken,

(3) Rongerik Island.
(¢) Mortlock Island,
(5) L-~toback Island,

(6) sock Islend,

\',’1 7—71_"71:/7717' Jzé.
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e, ulinginac Jtoll; 10 March 19354
(1) Sifo Islaxd:

(2) YNotive property, left by poople who were visiting frorm
Rongelap Island, woe protectod agoinst the weothir, 11 clothing, tools,
etc, were placed inside = canvas shclter on top of drisd palm fronds, end

covered with additionsl eanvnas,

(») . thirty foot e2iling schocner wns movud to o safe anchor-
226 1in the lce of Eniustqkku Island, The boat wns znchored in a sandy spot
in the evznt that it should sink, Beachinz wns improcticnble dus to the
limited time availeble,

(2) Enibuk Izland:
(=) Notive property sccurcd, intensity levels tokon,

(3) Bokonikairu Island:

(2) Uninhabitated - intensity levels token,

3e Keovigotion and gencerol information:
as Bongelep.atoll:

(1) Entrazces can be made guite r:adily through South Pass and lorin
east Pass, 1liest Pass shows quite plainrly, howev.r, no pesscie wac attergt.d
because soundirgs are not edeguate, Navigationnl fixes, wusing tangonts wers
zood, The &m-ll Boat Fnassa e in the Lorthwest port of the atoll is difficul+
to see cnd appenrs to be very dangerous whan heavy swells are runninz,

(2) Leandinzs can bz readily made on all islonds by motor whalebo:t,.
On most of the islands the bench gradicont was quite stzep, purmitting enswy
beaching of bo2ts, . sharp lookout should be mointzincd at 211 tirn:s for
coral hends ond dark, yellow, or dark green, water should be zvoidsd,

b, Biker ..toll:

(1) Bikar Island Fassagze is very difficult to find and prssn-e
through the lazoon is difficult cven for o smell boat. .. l-nding was
mode with very little difficulty in the lec of Bikar Isl-nd -t low tiiz.
It wos found advisable to p.t the bow of the bozt 2g~inst the reef, which
risss steeply at low tids, and lcet the party wode ashorz, The whter is
only knec deep at this poriod of the tide, Backwasi from thoe roel should
be carefully watched, ’
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(2) Tnz islang :no surroundin-~ .zter te2ns witn fisn, turtles
anu 8ce Dirus,

€. Roncorax Atoll:

(4) Tn2 snap cia 0T 2tteTpL f:sS8. @ 1ntO LN2 2L0id DeCausw Of
Lh: poor navigational aids available. It 18 b2ii:zvaa taat 2 3nzilo0. dralt
VESSsL SN0uLU sAberisfice vel'y adiltlec @iasicuity in wexdn, puSSace.

‘ (¢) Smaii Boatia: is roush, but n0T 34h: Jrous. LEXtrers €sre
snould be exercised when approaching Bocs Isl-ng as riny coral heads wre
vres3nt ano trhe wator is very shallow.

d. AMilnrinca Atold:

(1) Only srail bo.t antry .as nads. A Shallo. drzit vessel should
havz very little difficulty making entry. Navigational cuts were very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.
e. Wirik Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes reg-
wlar entry into Wirik Atoll through Utirik Passage. The beacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

L. Recomméndations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atolls from a DDZ type veszel is somewhat inef{ficient
in that Rongzlap is the only atoll, of thes five visitsd, that can be entzrad
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thzt can bs ccver=d
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to hesavy swells., 'ith the forces available, it 1s beslizved that thz use
of a DIE is ths most practicablz: solution for similar missions. For oparaticns
subszcuesnt to "CASTLI", it is rscommended that a smaller class ship of shallow
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortzning boat runs,
in somz cases twenty miles,
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon wherever possibl:z.
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding the cperation and h:lping to
kz2ep instruments dry.

¢, HMaintain radio communication with boats. In this rsspsct, this
command uszd SCR 536 which wers the only battary typz radios availablz.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty mils range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisablz to provide ths boats with ovarlays of the
atolls showing magnetic compass courses betwzen islands and passss.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. Thz last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not 1zt
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g+ Beach in the lee of island when:zver possibls.,

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in =ach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough wzather and long boat runs bstween islands in a-
tolls slow=2d up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific personncl designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on all so designated.

i. Working partiess wers kspt firmmly in hand. 3Zach working party was
raquired to remain in sight of a commissioned officer and Yr. Wilds. A4s
far as could be determinsd, no native proparty wes molested or pilfarcd.

Jo It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage received by any
on: person in th2 partiszs was 2.5R. Film badgss, worn by all personnsl ashor:,
or in the boats, have been forwarded to the U.S.S. BAIROKO for developinc.

/s/J. C. ZLIT
J. C, ELIOT

Copy to:
CQ CORTLZSDIV 12

o, UNCLASSIFIED



Segdl g ¥ Y

((,- - ;/ ‘ g 11(7’*?—72/; é___
U. S. S. YICHOLAS (DDE-449%) DDILLS/ mw
c/o Fleet Post Office P22
San Francisco, California Ser: 054

28 Larch 1954

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commandsr Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongzlap Survey Trip 25 - 26 karch 1954; report of

1. Ths USS NICHOL.Z (DLE-LL9) dz2parted BIKINI Atoll at 1900M, 25 March
1954 for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force SZVil
2311312 and Commander Task Group 7.3 2323232 of karch 1954, The following
personncel from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Dr. Lauren R. Donaldson

Dr., Thomas L. Shipmen

Ir. idward =. Held

Dr. Ralgh F. Palumbo

Lr. Paul R. Olson

Dr. Thomas N. White

Mr, dilliam ¥W. hobbins

Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavone
Major Charles M. Barnes, USAF

2. The ship arrived off the South Zntrance, RNGELAP Atoll at 260100M and
put a whale boat in the water at 200630M to meet the plans arriving from
Kwa jalein with Dr. bond's party.

3. The ship then proceeded to Northsast Pass, RONGILAP itoll, entarzd and
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his party departed the ship at O830M.

L. The planz frem Kwajalzein arrived off RONGELAP at 0905, was met by th:
whalzboat. Dr. Bond, Mr. Marion Wilds, three Public Hszalth Service Officears,
thrze Natives and m'scellancous equipmznt was transported to the beach. The
plan: was guided to an anchorag: about two hundr=d (200) yards off shore
from the villags whzre it was anchcred.

8. Parsonncl from the NICHOLAS assisted Dr. pond to accomplish the
following: Capture fivs young pigs and onc sow; capturz fiv: chickzens;
obtain soil, fruit and vegetation samplecs. One boar was killad and an au-
topsy was carformed on the spot. The animals and othor samples were placed
in cages and transported to the plane. Lr. Bonds party departzd RONIZILaF
at 1300}, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then depart :d RONGILAT Island and
proceeded -»o>orth to rejoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and :NI~ITOK Islend
to measur. radiocactive intensity., Onz member of RadSurvey T:zem accompaniad
this boat to condict RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Donaldson's
party worked in thz Northeast part of RONGILAP atoll, collecting fish, soil,
birds, invertebrates, algas and vegstztion samples. Onz mamber of RadSurve,
Team accompanied this this party to conduct RadSurvey of Northern Islands.
It was not possible to collact rats, as desired, dus to ths unexpected da-
parture of the ship as dirscted by Commandzr Task Group 7.3 2602172 of iarch

E.100£ 1954, _ 7
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8., Dr, Bond expressasd thz opiricn thnt his mission hod bain accomp=-
lished to his satisfaeticon, Dr, Jon-~ldsor st-tced that his mission has
been accomplished satisfactorily, lr. linrion Vilds, Trust Territory
fepresentative requestsd thot the boat ~t ILINZ.UIE be beached whern-
ever practicable, .11 boots a® ROLCZIL.F heve bien buached by KICHCLL.S.

6. Prior to the ships departurs, thr.oe KI-176/PEC10 rodios worc ob-
tained by Mr, P. Schiaveone from Task Unit 7.1, These radios were very
sotisfactory and far supsrior to the 3C-£11-F used on the lest trip,

It is recommendzd thot this type r-dic bc uscd by ships on futurc trips
if they arce recuired to operate sm-~ll bozts e long distance from the
ship. Roception wos excellont at twenty (20) niles,

7. The ships depeorture from RCICELLP Atoll was delaysd until 2621 3CC
beceuse the motor whrleboat experiznced = fucl pump {eilure on returning
from K.3ZILLE Islond, where they werce collucting rat trops.

€. The ship rejoincd Task Group 7.3 off BIKINI Atoll at 27013Q0L

Jo Co SLIOT

Copy to:
COUINIVTI/SYFORTE 3ZVIT

COICO=TZI5LIV T.TLTS

C
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30 March 1954

MEMORANDUM. FCR: CJTF SIVIN

SUBJZCT: DDZ Trip to Rongelzp atoll, 26 March 1954

l. Referzncs JTF SZVEN DTG 2302207 March 1654. Purposz of subjsct
trip, conducted by USS NICHOL: S (DDI LL9) was to:

a, Beach small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallese.
b. Conduct radsafs re-survsy of Rongelap.

c. Collzact approximately 500 pounds contaminatzd top soil re-
qQuested by A5C Division of Biology and xzdicine.

d. Collect samples of sarine lifz and vegetation.
e. Collect domestic animals remaining at Rongzlap vill;ge.

2. The undersign2d acted as JTF SEVEN and TG 7.1 represantativs _
and was responsibls ror exscution of 1b and le. Sjince the NICHOL.S will
meke an overzll report, and detailed reperts on 1d and le will bz made
by the projsct officers concernzd, the details in this repert ers con-
fined to 1lb and lc.

3. It is noted that the scops of activities lb and 1ld wes more
limited than had originally bsen plennsd. ks will be clear from ths re=-
port of ths NICHCL.S, this wes bzecause 26 karch became R=-1 after the work
startsd. Thanks meinly to th: exc:llent planning and managsmsnt of Cept.
Josesph Eliot and zxscutive O.ficzr Cliifora Frink, much mor: was accom-
plishzd than might rzasonably havs been expsctzd under thess circumstancss.
lc ~nd 1= were accomplished essentially as plzaned, but la had to b=z
omitted.,

L. Ths radsaf: ra-survey was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavonz of TG
7.1, TU=7, using two recently calibrat=d AN/PDR-39 instrumz:nts. Rzadings
on Rongslap Island w=rs taken during the morning and on ths oth.r islands
during th: aft:rnoon of 26 larch.

Island mr/hr
Ronrelap LO at C23C at standard position :zstab-
lished by Scovill: Survsy
Bos:zh 50 South znd
Eniaztok 30
coP\EDID% Labardj 200
LANL R Kabelle 500
ENCLOSURE (5) (ég; ———— >

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

LT ol T L

On Rongelap Island, the readings in the huts appeared to be 10%-15%
less than outside, Inside the huts the re~dings at ground lovel were
nbout 70% of those at head level, Readings over zreovel arecs and

ne/r the cisterns were about 30 mx/hr irside the cisterns, about 10-15
nr/hr,

5, The top soil sample wns obtainzd from LA3'RDJ Island n small
islend well coversd with bushee and zr-ss, but without pelm treu:s, It
had beer. plannzd to get the sqmplv from K..3ELLE, but this could not be
dorne without interfering with the fish and vegztation collection,

~ 6, Special mention should be mzde of the work of lr, P.R. Schiavone,
who did on excellent job of gettin: supplies and equipment not available
on the KICHCL.S, ns well as conducting the rad-safe survey,

t/ 7. HITw
. H Division, LASL

M ‘
C
2
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECCRD:

S

SUBJECT:
by CTG 7.4)

NGERIK

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior
Hespitel interior

#alk from hospital to mess
Store room (behind mess)
Exterior store room tent
General Area exterior

Weather Station Site Resadings:

Inclosure 6

40 - 100 mr/hr
50— 75 mr/hr
100 - 110 mr/hr
50 - 55 mr/hr
100 - 150 mr/hr
100 - 150 nr/hr

Exterior areas local 125 - 150 ~ 160 mr/hr
Interior all tents 50 - 75 ar/hr
Interior building . 50 - 60 mr/hr
Army Site Readings:
General area 140 - 190 mr/hr
Interior tents 70 - 80 mr/hr
adjacent to trailer 160 -~ 180 mr/hr
19 March, 1100 - 1220 TIKE
Landing on beach 42 ar/hr
Livirg area 60 mr/hr
Inside mess hall 22 mr/hr
InsiZe dispensary 26 mr/hr
Inside barracks 23 mr/hr
ECE end of island (Rawinsonde) 47 ar/hr
Along road tc Rawinsende area 40 = 42 - 40 mr/hr
Inside weather building 23 mr/hr
Work area outside buildin 60 mr/hr
Arny area (around trailer 40 mr/hr
Inside foilage area 40 mr/hr
Inside tent 19 mr/hr
19 March 0C MIKE

: - Inside weather building 21 mr/hr
Living ares Still 60 mr/hr
Irside tarracks 23 mr/hr
Inside dispensary 25 mr/hr

COPIED/DOE /
1ANL RC
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neist
waist
waist
laist
waist
.aist

Vaist
aist
;oaist

~aist
“.aist
waist

waist
naist
waist
Vaist
waist
waist
waist
waist
Waist
«aist
«aist
«aist

.alst
haist
Laist
t.aist

Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik (surveys conducted

level
level
level
level
level
level

level
level
level

level
level
level

level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level

level
level
level
level
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26 Marcn, 1500 MIXE

Armmy Site Out 42 nr/hr
In 20 mr/hr
L.eather Site Out 40 mr/hr
In 18 mr/nr
Living Site Out 35 mr/hr
In 15 mr/hr

VYaist Level
Vaist Level

Waist Level
waist Level

Viaist Level
waist Level

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

Trailer

|

o
x ) ~Harked by
~

Tent

(") Horseshoe Pits (*_)

pile of rocks

LIVING AREA (Location of samples taken)

Mess ! Qa |
« — : ~Dispensary
karked by
wooden crate ————

~ .
6( ‘ Barr.
. £ .
— SR _——.

T Barr. =
~
5 ———
===
Copeniiit
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Shelter Tent ~
/ ) - -———-—\:
‘ -Building
|
]
1 3

“ / ——
}i{ é ’ \\ |
L Instrument Case h \ gHoad

«\ \
y o)

(s/t R. A. House
R A. HOUS:
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEVeN
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MEMORANDUL FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight Able, consists of an aerial survey at
approximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls north of Kwej-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, ailinginae, Rongelap, hongerik, Taongi,
Bikar, Utirik, Teka, Ailuk, Jemc and Likiep. The aircraft are eguipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamma radiation measuring instru-
ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contamination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2, Following huwet snot at 2618252 Warch 1954, Flight able was
flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground
conta—ination)

Island (Atoll) 2719002 to 2803172 3020302 to 3102082
lae (Lae) 0 0
Ujae (Ujae) 0 0.2
Wiotho (Wotho) o} 1.7
Enibuk (Ailinginase) 6 %
Fongelap (Rongelap) 28 78
hongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 0.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) - 7
Taka (Taka) 8 7
Kapen (ailuk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1.0

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

- ——— ——
UNCLASSIFIED



SAVPLE
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Wi

w2

Wi
w5=-8

Wll

Wl2

Al3

W0

Wil

wiz2

W13

Wll;

- COLLZ-CTION
DATE

6 March
6 March
6 March

7 March

4 March
5 March
6 March
& March
6 March
7 March

3 Merch

8 March
8 March

8 Xarch

INCLOSURE #8

NCLASS'FIED

DRINKING WAT=R SAMPLIS (Analysis Report)
d/m/ml
Th:Z  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON S.LPLI DATZ)
0800  Likiep Island Collacted from largest 77
Likiep Atoll cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll
1200 Jemo Island Same as A1 550
1700  arluk Island Same as ¥4l 1020
Ailuk Atoll
1300 Mejit Island Samz as Al 2500
090C  Utirik Atoll Composite of L water sam- 430
ples taken by USS AINSHAW
160C.© Ormed Island Composite: % from catch= 106
Wot je Atoll basin
1130 Kaven Island 1l from well 67
kaloelap atoll
1130 Keven Island 1 from catch-basin 31
kaloelap Atoll
1630 Wotho Island 1 from well (catch-~basin 7
Wotho Atoll dry for 1 month plus)
1200 Delap Island Tap Weter 14
Majuro Atoll
0930 Rongelap Island Comoosite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000

Rongelap Island

Hongelap lsland

Rongelap Island

Chart included 47,000 No. 1 No. 6

to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000

Central cistern
of village

Cistern water from
north part of island

Cistern water from
northern most village

T BT 27,
UNCLASSIFIED

50,000

73,000%

8,000
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NO.

Wwo6
W17

w18

HU2L LV
s

\

COLLZCTION
DATZ TINE LOCATION LESCRIPTION
8 Marcn Rong2lap Islond Scath cistern in
village

9 Mzrch Utirik Island Cistern

9 March Utirik Islend Caistern
10 Marcﬁ sniwstak Island Dastillation watsar

Rongerik Atoll
* computed as of 3 lwrch
e Y

UNCLASSIFIED
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DRINCING %732 50.7L=S (Aes,sis Report) Cont'a

d/m/ml
(ON SsMFLZ DaTZ)

60,00C

7,200%
33 s OOCr';(’

bt
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SOIL 5:MPLiS (aNalYSTrs ‘LPJRMNCLASS‘F‘FD

SAMPLE  COLLaCTION d/m/gm
NO. DATE TL.5  LOCATIOMN DESCRIPTION (ON SaiPL: D.TE)
sl 6 _rch 0800 Lukiep Island U, 2r layer bare soil 23,000
Likiep atoll in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.
R 6 Mzrch 1200 Jemo Island Samec as above 13,000
S3 6 March 1700  Ailuk Island Sam= as above 23,000
Ailuk Atoll
S4 7 March 1300 Mejit Island Same as above 30,000
S5 5 March 1600 QOrmed Island Compositz of 5 samples 15,000
ot je Atoll (1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)
Sé 5 March 1730 Erikub Island Compogite of 2 samples 4,300
Erikub Atoll (1 mid-villege, 1 half- ‘
. way to beach)
S7 6 Murch 1130 Kavsn Island Composite of 4 samples 5,500
M.loelap atoll (2 from village, 2 from
paths to bsach)
S8 6 March 1630 ‘*otho Island Composite of 3 samplss 2,400
“otho Atoll (1 by well, 2 mid-village)
59 7 March 1200 Dalap Island Composite of 4 samples 950
kajuro atoll (near Admin Bldg)
S10 7 ¥orch 1200 Utirik Island Composite of 3 samplss 27C,000
(Collzction date of S10 is unce=rtain, probably 3 karch 1954
by PE: Suarvey Party. ai2lysis valus given is corrzcted to
7 werch.)
S11 8 March Rongelap Island Soil from north pert of 1,300,000+
island
S12 8 karch Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000 %
S13 8 March Rongelap Island 1 mile north of Rongelap 460,000 %%
village
INCLOSURE #9 — —
b e o v s e o A
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SOIL SabPLIS (WNLYSIS REPORT) CONT'L

SIMPLE  COLLECTION
NO. DaT3  TINE  LOCATION

DESCRIPTION

Si4 8 Merch
S15 8 March
S16 8 March
S17 8 March

518 9 March
519 9 March

520 10 Merch
S21 10 March

*522 9 Karch

Rongelap Island Near south cistern of

villagse

Zriirippu Island
Rongelap Atoll

Eniwstak Island
Rongerik Mtoll

Kabelle Island
Rongzlap atoll

Utirik Island
Bikar Island

Zniwatak Island
Rongzrik /tall

Sifo Island
Allinginae stoll

Temporary village

Bikar Island

</ gm
(ON Sab-Ls DaTZ)

Foliage, windward side

630,000+

35,000 ,000%%

3,200,000

20,000,000

5,600,000%
280,000

1,200,000

84,0003«

460,006C" -

* d/m/gm of plant ash (iquiv. to 1.4 x 10% d/m/gm plant as reczived)

#% Cusputed as of 3 March

Soil values may be roughly tganslated to curies per square mile by

dividing by 13, or to d4/m/ft

G =

LOPIED/DOE
Pu\m RC
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by maltiplying by 6000.
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