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Present

Lewis L, Strauss
{ Henry D. Smyth

Thomas E, Murray.
{ Eugene M. Zuckert

M.W. Boyer
Walter J. Willlams
William L. Mitchell
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Harold D. Anamosa
Charles A, Perry
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CASTLE Program
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dule for COperation CASTLE,

i would include four devices
i Livermore. The first four

Bikini and the last two at

General ?ields deseribed 1n detail the proposed shot sche-
As eurrently concelved by LASL and
; the Livermore Laboratory, but not yet concurred in by DMA, this
'}g seriea would consist of six shots to commanca about Mareh 1, and
developed at Los Alamos and two at
‘shots would be fired at |
Eniwetok,
"1 the Commissloners the following table showing the devices tovbe

tested, proposed dates, location and aétimated vields:

Also Present
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Brig. Gen. K.E. Fields
Maj. Kenneth B, Cooper
Lt. Col. Paul M. Butman
Paul Fine o
Comdr, James Dunford
Colonel E.T. Dorsey
John Mackenzie

Capt, Willliam L. Guthrie
Rilchard W, Cook
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wﬁ‘hé propdséd gseries differs in two major respects from
that presented to the Commis#ion ty Dr. Graves on july 23, 1953
(see minutes of Meeting 893). The first change would be the
pqstpbnement of the start of the series from the ISth‘of February
to the first of March, This postponement 1s necessary because
Ehe construction at the test site 1s somewhat behind schedule,

and though a February 15th date might be met, the 1oglstio

problems tinvolved would be extremely dirficult,

Thiﬁ 13 because it would nct be limited by the

'*\

production of anriched 1ithium.  Mr, Strauss remarked
that the time element was a more 1mportant oonsideration

than cost }
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General Fields said that 1t 1s the consénsus of LASL
and" UCRL ocientific personnel that &here will be a definite

raqairement for fully enriched lithium (95%).m

Optlmium at Gak Ridge rega"ding future produc-

e apepaona s

tion possibiliti@s for Li6f is a further reason for the
enthusiasm of the Laboratories for Li5 as a weapons material.
-The proposed CASTLE program has been designed to exploit fully

the future uses of Li®, ' z}@4

At present
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The Commission discussed 1in detail the emergency

‘capability pregram, with Special>reference.to the status of

hardward production and the supply of Lis.'

s —
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JIf, hewever, the purpose of the test 1s to explore several

approaches to an eventual high-~yleld low-welght weapon fthe
entire test should be conducted, Mr, Strauss remavked that
the emergencyurequirements for thermonuclear weapons 1s the

’~'AEC’S most important current program, and that such suggestions
as had been made in the course of the dilscussion must be

promptly considered by the Commission.




W%& TR

At this point Messrs, Mitchell, Anamosa, Mackenzie,
and Perry; Colonels Dorsey and Butman, and Captain Guthrie and
Commander Dunford left the meeting and the Commisslion contlnued

their discussion of this topic In executive session.

HAROLD D. ANAMOSA

Acting Secretary

Approved by the Commission: NOV - 4 1353




