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Seabject: LEYTE 4G THE ERESLBEST REQUESTING MODISICATION oF : a ‘yi 4 |
THE WARDTACK PaogaAn i. ; it

; ft
i. AG Ceemission Moeting i372 em May 28, 1953, the Commission bs

asproved wabalitiag te the President reconsendations to add certain a
sivets to the HARDTACK program and o request for approwsl of the umder- . fad

i
i
imsareund aperationMILLAACE... Shots.contuaplatad.tox_edditionwere:
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3. fhe attached lester has beow pragered, which ia « modification of

the aecion earlier approved by the Commicsion, and which im samiary would
wodity the eerles over thet contemplated originally aa follews:

a. Tha two contingent shots, the atacdard ¢ aud the additional
shot for the devalopuent of the Polaris warhead would be fired.
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S The modifications mentlaned sake ue major change im the amount
af offeite fallagt to be empacted using De, Libby's revised flgures.
The appropriate values are aa fellows:

3. Weather delaya to date have baen erester then eupected. It
appests that we will net be able to samplete tha surieas at the EPG ontil
abnit 20 August. Firing st Selwatek Atell shasld be over ky late July
but these at Bikial weald extend inte early August. We sould fire the
Pinos GH observer ehet at ecm fined time in July af Balwetek bot the
2ae% Force haa indicated that it cemict retaln a simultanesua fring
capability at Johnston, Pniwetok mmd Bikini. i consider Le most importent
thet we fire the UN shot st guch time of to aveid to tha masiman inter
ference therewith and hence the possibility of sa uadesirable result.
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i bellewe, thevefere, it should be fired et » time after all other £ir~
ings end when the tuportant poopla can concentrate on the UR alone. Ts

  thia esd we would pion on firing Gmeadintely aftar the Johaeton Island |. é
shote ghich would be on ov about 20 Augsar— pee

o£ Gy)

es . . Cota eae 3 aii 5 ,

however, Af the substitution vould be mde we would be able ta decreaew
weterially the siza of the daager eres af the EPG ag soon aa the leet
ether large shot wag fLred.

& be. Libby has ouggeeted that he ond the Weapons Subsemmitiae of
the GAG review the program (mecbera of the Weapons Bubcomalttea are or,
Tellex, ig. Fisk, and ir. Wilson}. i shell atteept to arvange a sultable
time for then ta revlew the program with leb representatives andwith Dr.
Libby. Bawaver, if we are ke zet the gerigs over aa soon as possible wa
must go forward te the ®cagident immediately end preparations by the Labor-
atevies amd fTavk Force oust go Gorwitd on a fire heads meeting feonlesdon
deaives. i rescued, therefore, that the attached Letter be approved
imagidately for the Ghaivean'y taking te the Prasident and that a9 soon
as poasible thereafter the review by the GAG aubscammitces be agcomplished. —
£ they believe one of the shots being preparedmead net be fired, wa would,

of cuarsa, bring the wetter back to che Coomissica.

Bigned -K. E. Fielda

Géneral Manager

Attachaent:
Braft lic to the frastdent
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DEAN? LETERM TG TRE PRES tony oe

 

bear Br. Presideat: SU FRAP

Oa Jasuary 29, 1955, 1 wrote informing you of cur plans for tuclear "
teating tu caigudar year 1958 and requested guthority to expend’ the’Oe
nuclear materiale involved, The majer series conteupiated ac that’ |“
tima, and at present, was Operation HABYTACE to be conductedim’ the: °°)’
Pacific heginning fm April, A secoudary email serlas ci relatively
iow yield underground shete called Gperation MILLSACE wae planned for
conduct in the Ravada Teet Site during the feil of 1958. ‘Cartaia
salety firings, from which no gignificast meclear yield is expected,
were co be fited uwadeargroumd at the Bevada Test Site as needed dering
the year. By indecsemant dated January 31, 1956, you approved cate
duct of the dAR0TACK progran audi the apring safety firiage and the
expenditure of nuclear materials required, but withheld approval of
the HILLBACE operation peading further coogideration. Also, on Hay I,
1935, pou approved HARDTACE-~ARCOUS, a preject to bea conducted by the
Department of Defense as an adjunct te Gperation BARDTACK,

The plamed AARDTACE operation as already approved by you ilavolved
20 ecnedaied laboratery diagnostic ghote, 3 scheduled Separtuent of
Retenege effecta shote, the firing of @ reduced ffesion device for
0. 8, obgervacion, amit the poseible Eiring of two laboratory “egutin-
gant ghote.” Firing of these latter two would depend om the outcome
of vertain other ghota in the series.

Sines Jaanary 31, two eafaty shots have been conducted successfully
in Heweda, Aleo, and as alramly reported orally to you, the Pacific
series wae initiated with a first auclear firing om April 22. &
tetai of 13 awclear ehote had been fired as of June 6th. Several
of the devices have produced disappelatiag results and because: of
the lagerteace of the weapon programe fmvolved, if ip highly
desivable that follow-ap teeta be included im HARDTACK, Alao, ag @
resuic of recent weapen reasearch activity within the laboratories
and ia teapense to a special request from the Segartment of befense
ae ts the need for carly devalopment of specified syatees, other

CEOrninye sn We
iia | Y5Gts i co vey : . ih

FOR DISTRIBUTION SEE OVER "Sus dpawment sontaing recizhded datz as
“in the Atomic Energy zt of (8% tis trees,
ae tie dissloaare of Hs cogiatis in any manic

an unauthorized porson 16 prohibited.
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Gulected abota ghouls be adial te the Fackiile srogram, Therefore, we
propesa tear

%. Fire tao shove vhier wate classified a6 contiogunt dnour

previous gciadulit.
        

 

  

 

  

b, Add fd the HANO'PAGE savdes, mul

|

We vequert thak you gopreve the aidizion te the aerlag of the Brings iiated

in (by above. Canaidarios tha weather dalaye ta date (aad with the ceca

tended added gbote) tha agevation a% the @aiwetok Yroving Graunt ag mow

alemned shold to compigtal ia late August. Pithout the additiesal note,

homplebion might be ages throd waeke earifer, The two high aibitude shote

will be €ived at Jeunaten Talend im Anguar. Therefera, damger area wlli

ha in exietunce caucurpentiy ae the Badwetek Proving Grove! asd Jahamten

islend fer a beriod af approximately thres weeke during the thne Jobnaton

lalawill be averetional.

  

 



 

the Pregident

le deciding which ehotea we would reacewseud far addition to Gperation
HARGTAGE, we cougdderad advanciag certain ahece now plasned fer
Qperating MILLAACER in the fell at the Hevadaae Site. fe the
interest of avelding further lengthening of AARDTACK, wa do mot recan--

aod thartheybe advanced.
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is pYepardtion for Qgavation HELLRAGE and the sefery tuets at the
Nevada Teat Bite, lt aaa been aacasgsary to initiate sstenesive france
coMetedetion dod te pioceed vith ageaciatad onepite congtrustion as
well aa lakergtery B haumalsige The seaia of pregavation is, 82 course,
increagios with each gagaiug week. Wa request, cherefore, your seateval

for tha conduct of parathion MELLAACE at the Yevada Test Bite ag follows:

hve deel 1 diagacstic ghete all undexprouced
gtartiag im latce faci. Gwe a2 tha Live testa would be thee
firiag of a device to meek « milibhary need fer a muniear

warhead fox nesddm atiillexy. [£ would bave a yield of iese
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b, Que velatively deag waderground shet of 20 to 40 ET ia conember
to giplore further the Bield of underground casting. Ags you
will reasembar we fired usdergrevel ot Naveda lag? Bestember a
ie? BY abot at such depth that the cesidual reliwactivicy war
coupletaly sontined. Za view of tha iaportance thar andatgronad
texting way ul¢dwately Rave bo ous national defones, it ia necen-

gary that wa progreseivaly fixe larger ahora at preater diptha
@ gateblign the practical iimitetions on auch fixings. in aJdi-
(hike, GE gourge, thig ixing will provide beneticial infermerion
velative eo Rhea peacetiog wea of atwwic expleeione, aad Lt
ghouls juptove ou kaowledes of the detectablidey of underground
bhete. Ie shoald be meted that o11 of the Operation HILLEACE
gneta, imtiuding the eafety keste, axe te be fieed waderground
at the Hevada Teet Hite in guch a manner ag to conteia che
vadioactive debris and, theredara, oo dallevwt shomid reguhe
from tha operaticu.
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The Pragident

c. The firiag underground ag ready end neaded of age gighe safety
taate from whieh aa sigaifisent uueloar reaction is anpected.

 

Respectfuily yours,

Chadrmar

The Pregideaaé
The White fours

Budergecesf ;
I hereby asprove the above recemmandations of the Chalrewm, Atomie Energy

formaigsion concerning certain additions to the Gparetion HARDTACKprogram
aad the omduct of Operation MILLRACE,     
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