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- 3. The attachsed letter has besu pruperved, which is & modification -::éﬁ"
the sctlen cavlier spproved by the Commiassien, and vhich im swmary would
wodify the weries over that contemplobed origimelly asz £ollews:

a. The twe contingant shots, the stavderd ¢ eud the additional
shot for the developuens of the Polorils warbesd would be fived.




5. The medificabloms mentisaed suke ue wajor shunge In the agsunt
of offgite fallost to he supacted uwsing Dv. Libby's revised figeres.
The sppropriste values 826 aa followst

3. Weoathev delays To dote have baen grester than empested., It
appesrs that we will Bt be sble $o gomplete tha sarcles at the P enzil
abuut 20 Augast. Firving st Esiwetok Atell sheuld be over by late July
but thoze ot Bikinl would exbend inte early August. We could fire thu
Maoon U8 obpevver shot 2l comw fized time 3n July at Bnlwetel but tho
Zask Foree haa indicabed that it cenmot reiain a simultanecus firiog
capability at Johneton, Priwetok mmd Biking. 1 consider 3¢ most importent
thet we fire the N shot et gsuch time oz Lo sveid to the mesimew intep-
forence therewlth znd henge the possibility of so usdegirvable resuli.
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i beliewe, thereicre, it should be fived et s tice sfter sll othar fir
isge and when the imps:z:mt pauple cen ¢oncauiTats o the U8 alons. To
this end we would plon s fiving (seedistely aiter the Jolpsion Island

_#hots which would be va o about 20 Ausser.- T

1T 1B Questisnable 45 yab &s € WeTHGr £lmé i T T T
ﬁwmr. 4£ the substitubion tzwm ?m md& e wauld h«s abia to degrease

weterlally ¢he size of the denger apap af the BRI gz goon ag the last
other large shot wag fired,

G.  De. Libby has suggeetsd that he gnd the VWeapons Subdoepitise of

tha GAD roview the pruvgrem {uachors of the Yeapons Bsboompities are v,
Tellex, fw. Fisk, end fv. Wilseal, I sholl attewpt to grvange a puitable
time for them ta yoview the progran with lab representatives and ‘with Dr.
Libby. However, 1£f we are e pot ¢he sexias over sg seon 4s possible we
must go forwnrd to the Presidont fmmedistely sud poepavaticns by the labore
storiee srnd Tauk Force must go $oveand su o Flre basis meeting Gomnlssion
desires. 1 resommend, therefsve, that the skbeched letter Yo approved
imsediately for the Choivmen's talking to the Frasidont and that a2 soon
a8 possible thevesfier the review by the 440 awboommlittes be ascompliohsd.

f they beliove wne »f the shote being propavedinoed not be fived, we would,
of eourse, being the watter bask o the Commissioa.

signea -K E Fieldas

Sepgral Hanmger
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LB dosunanl lats of _#_, LAk
No Lot L2 Copins, seric DY FT

LRATT LETTRY T4 TRE PRESIORNT

ey Sy, Progideni:

On Jassary 29, 1958, I wrote inforwing you of our plaass for Buelear ]
testisg in caieadar year 1958 and requested suthority to expend’ ths’' /4
nuclear wakeriale lovelved. The majer series contesplated ¢ that'~ )
tima, asd at present, was Operation FARDTACK te be condueted-im'the’ 170
Pacific beginning i April. A secoundavy swmail series ¢f relatively

low yield vmdergrovnd sbols zalled Operstion MILLRACE was planaed for
condust o the Hevada Test Bits during the fgil of 1958. <fartais

safery firinge, fros which wo eignificant meclear vieid is expected,
were to be fired wndergroumd 4t the Heveda Test Site as needed during
the ysar. Iy indorgemunt dated Janwayy 3%, 1938, you approved couw

duct of the ZABLTACK program and the sprimg safety firinge and the
expenditure of nuclear materigls reguived, burt withheld spproval of

the HILLBACE operatisn pendisg Lurthey copgidevation. Also, on Bay I,
1835, pou spproved BARDTACE-ABGUS, a preject to he conducted by the
pepartwant of Defense a8 an adjunct to Operation TARNTACK.

The pleuned RARDTACE operation as alveady spproved by you lavolved

20 poneduivd laboratory disgnostiic shots, 5 schsduled Lepavtment of
efense pffects shote, the £iring of & veduced fission device for

U, %H. obpevvation, and the pebpible fiving of two laboratery “eontine
gant phote.” Firing of these latter two would depond on the cuteome
of ¢ertain othex phots in the savies.

Sincs Janwary 31, two gaialy shols have been conducted successlully
in Havsda., Ales, aud as alvoeady repovied oXxeily to you, the Pacific
series was Initisted with 4 first auclear fivisg om April 22, A
total of 13 oucliear shote had been fired as of June 6th.  Suversl
of the devices have produced disappolating resslis and bocavse of
the lwportance of the wespon progeams favelved; it i» highly
desizablie that followsop tests bo fncluded in HARDTALK. Also, as &
resuic of recant weapoen vegearch activity withir the lsboratories
ané is response Lo A ppecial reguest from the Department of lefense
2 to the nees for cavly development of specified systems, other
' el g LI TP AR

| Y ERIE T
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“in the Atemic Ersrgy Act of {894, lis !
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aglected photy should b added o e Faclfle progymsm. Thersdore, we
prEpOse &m :

B Fsm 477 mm sivlak wete o) lassified as gonkingunl 3o GHE. e
spevives sebadule.

b, Ad o the BREUPAE savies, sub)

J

U Ms;uaaa sk you 8p reve s:b,& T ;imma to the geriap of the firiege ilsted
in (B} above, Consldoring the weather dalays ta date (and with the xecose
wmm& atdad shbots) tha opevstion ay the Pniwetol Proving Greund Ay now

almmesd should b0 complieted dn late Augnet. Fitheob the aditizivesl ehots,
r*w.%,wmw wight ba zows thyos weeks eavifer., The twe high al Eitwde shoin
will be fived at Johnastes Iadapd fm August. Therefors, damger aréas wiil
be o ssistence cousurrenily at the Bolveieh Provimg Cromed amsh Jobmston
inland for a Heried of apprenieately thyes weeks .&mm@, the time Jehnsion
istond will be ggeratisnal.




The Prapident

1a deciding which shote we would vecowmeend for gddition bo Gpayation
HARDTAGH, ve congldersd advanciog certain shote now plsoned for
Uperation MILIRASE $n the fall gt the ENWMM 'i’ues: Site. Iz the
Intecvant of sveilding futﬂmr Jengthasing of SARDIACK, we do 0ot Yoo~

mand that they be sdvenced,
bl yay

o :
In prepazgbion foxr ?pa:a;i&u HILLEAGAE and the sefely Cewis st the

Hovada Test 8ite, it a4 begR nocasssty 10 laitiate sstenpive tuose
construction and fo provesd with assnciated onepite construstisn as

wall as laboratesy gﬁquaiug. The seile of prepavation iz, wi souvss,
invreaping with sach pagsiug wmek. Eﬂ regquest, therefored, Your spnoeval
for the conduct of Uparagion MILIRALE ac the Mewads Test Bite g follows:

e wesll diaﬁﬂamir shets R11 underpround
&k L fail, One oF bthe Live tests would be the
firing of 2 device 0 méel s milibary wesd for a nucloax
warbead Loy a&wibm artiliery, It would bave a yigld of lezg
cthan & kilotoe. | B

&, & pevien of
stariing o

= g Py
:'e

b.  Doo relatively degs wndergrownd shet of 20 o 40 XU ie decenber
to gdplove further the fleid of wndergrovmd cesting. &3 you
will remenber we fired wndesgroumd gt Yowveda lagk Beptambar a
Pe¥ BY shot 4t such Jepth that the sestdenl radioasiivity wan
seupiately wolined,  Iu view of the feporiance that anderground
testing say wliimadely bave o our matioual defongs, it ig necepe
gary that ¢ progressively fire larpey shote at groater depths

o satablish the practiesl iimitations oo such filvispe. In addi-
sy 2 eouvsw, thie fixlag will prxovide kenpiicial informetion
voalative & bhe poacsdties weo ol atumic explesiens, snd ib

-'Eikﬁhhm impreve sur Joowledes of the detectabiliry of wndevground

photg. 1% goould Lo peted that oil of the OQperation HILLEALE

gaota, inciuding the safeby bLeoste, are o be fived undarground
at the Hevada Test Hite in suck & wemner ag Lo conisin the
railosctive debris and, Lhersfore, 9o failoui shonid vemsis

frow the operabiod.
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The Pragldent iy
e. The firiap uadeyground &9 yveady snd newisd of sewe eight safety
tents from which ao signifisent nueligay Tegction is apected.
Aespectiuily yours,
Lhad s
The Pregldent
The ¥hite jouss
Eudorgenml T _ ~
1 baraby aspprove the above recommendaiions ¢f the Chalvesn, Atomin ¥newgy
fonmiiggion concerning wertain addicions to the Sperstion BARDTACK progran
- and the conduct of Operasion MILLRACH.
~SEORET-
K T M
S “ h )K“
NS FTR20G




