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Mr. Hal L. Hollister
Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Research -

Office of Assistant Secretary
for Environment

U.S. Department of Energy
EV-3 Forrestal Building
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Hollister:

As you may recall from the dose assessment meeting on
Kili last week, Senator Henchi Balos, the Bikinians' elected
representative to the Marshall Island Nitijela, asked DOE
scientists why they now believe that people can live on Eneu
Island in light of the fact that government officials just two
years ago stated that Eneu Island would have to remain off-
limits for 20-25 years, due to unexpectedly high levels of
radiation on the island. You and Dr. Wachholz replied that
DOE had no knowledge of such statements.

Senator Balos was referring to testimony on May 22 and
June 19, 1978 before the House Appropriations Committee Sub-
committee on the Interior. At the May 22 hearing, for example,
Ruth Van Cleve, Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs,
stated that her expectation that the Bikinians could be moved
to Eneu had been changed by recently-released DOE data declaring
Eneu off-limits:

"I must tell you ... that we have suddenly
been required to recast our preliminary plans
in a very major way. The committee will recall
that when we testified before you a month ago,
we anticipated, on the basis of the best infor-
mation then available to us from the Department
of Energy, that if it were necessary to move
the peovle of Bikini Island to an alternative,
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safe site, we could expect that the nearby
island of Eneu would be available for the
purpose.

Last Thursday we learned that tests of a
limited sample of food-stuffs growing on
Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much
in excess of those predicted on the basis of
the known cesium and strontium content of
the soil. Accordingly, we have concluded that
we must eliminate Eneu as an alternative site,
and we have thus revised substantially the
Plans for temporary settlement."

Hearings on 1978 Second Appropriations Bill Before the Subcom-
mittees of the House Committee on Appropriations, 95th Cong.,
2d Sess. at 866 (1978) (hereinafter "“Hearings"). See also
High Commissioner Winkel's statement, id. at p. 889.

  

Following Mrs. Van Cleve's remarks, Joe Deal of DOE sub-
mitted data showing that cesium levels on Eneu were 5 to 6 times
the previous estimates. He also stated that radiation measure-
ments in six salt water wells on Eneu may have exceeded EPA
standards. Hearings at 877.

At the June 19 hearing, High Commissioner Winkel reported
that he had met with the people living on Bikini Island and
"explained to the people ... that Eneu Island ... was not con-
sidered safe enough to allow their living on it at this time....
Hearings at 913. The Statement of Understanding signed by the
U.S. Government on Kili on August 16, 1978 reflects this view:
",..[o]n the basis of the most recent scientific information, it
appears that Eneu Island ... will ... be unavailable for settle-
ment.”

Eight months later, by letter dated May 15, 1979, Ruth
Clusen, DOE Assistant Secretary for Environment, wrote to Under
Secretary of the Interior Joseph stating unequivocally that Eneu
could not be resettled for 20-25 years even with imported food:

"The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses
on Eneu Island is similar to that for Enewetak
Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak cri-
teria are applicable to other similar situations
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in the northern Marshall Islands, the dose esti-
mates for return of the Bikini people to Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria
as described above rather than to the FRC guidance.
When this is done, it is found that even with
imported food the radiation doses to the people
on Eneu would not be expected to be in compliance
with the Enewetak criteria for about 20-25 years."
(Emphasis supplied)

I am enclosing copies of Mrs. Clusen's May 15, 1979
letter as well as cited pages from the hearings, the August 16,
1978 Statement of Understanding, and various newspaper articles
that reported at the time that a move to Eneu would not be
possible.

In light of the above testimgny, I believe it would be
appropriate to review this matter, and I request that you provide
Senator Balos, through me, with a thorough answer to his ques-
tion. It may be that these 1978 and 1979 statements were based
on incomplete data, but this matter should be cleared up.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

4

Sincerely,

Duch bobegell!
Cf Jonathan M. Weisgall

JMW:cmf /

Enclosures

cc: Henchi Balos (w/enc.)
Ruth Clusen (w/enc.)
Steve Gottlieb, Esq.
Gordon Law (w/enc.)



October 28, 1980

T. McCraw, EV- 30

Attached is a letter from Jonathan Weisgal. He raises

 

the issue of why Eneu was not considered "safe" at the time

of the '78 hearings, whereas in 1980 it is conditionally

Okay. (The content of the May, 1979, letter to which

referral is made is nearly identical with our current posi-

tion, and I will respond to that portion of his letter).

Since you were involved at that time (1978), could you

provide a response for that portion of the letter?

Please let me know ASAP.
&

Thank you.

Ji
Bruce W. Wachholz, EV-30

cc: W. Bair, PNL
W. Robison, LLNL

R. Ray, NVOO ,
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Department of Enerayv
Washington, D.C. 20585

May 15, 1979

Honorable James A. Joseph
Under Secretary of the Interior
Washington, 0. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Joseph:

I am pleased to reply to your letter of April 12, 1979, regarding
the possible return of the Bikini people to Eneu Island.

This response wil] address both of the issues you raise:

1. Your understanding of previous statements by my staff.

2. More detailed information on estimated dose assessments for
people living on Eneu Island, incluaing various assumed living
and eating patterns.

With respect to the first point, your understandings are, in general,
correct. The more detailed information addressing the second point
is included as an enclosure to this letter.

If the guidance of the Federal Radiation Council (FRC) (500 mrem/yr
to individuals, and 170 mrem/yr and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to a population)
is to be complied with, the people could return to Eneu only if it is
assured that adequate imoorted food would be available to and used by
the people for approximately 20 years, that food grown on Bikini Island
is not a part of the diet, that residence is restricted to Eneu Isiana,
and that visitation to Bikini Island is effectively controlled.

Since the FRC guides were originally formulated, an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the resettlement of Enewetak
Atoll. In the E1S, recommended criteria which are one-half of the
FRC guidance for individuals and 80 percent of the 30-year FRC guidance
for populations were proposed for evaluating land use options for use
in planning the cleanup and rehabilitation of Enewetak Atoll. These
criteria were recommended because of uncertainties in estimating future
doses to the people at Enewetak Atoll. However, following the return
of people to the Islands, direct radiation exposure measurements would
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be available and compared with the full FRC guidance of 500 mrem/yr to
individuals and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to the population. These criteria for
Enewetak were reviewec hy interested Government agencies; no objections
to these criteria were raised. One of the reviewing agencies, tre -.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), found the criteria acceptable,
but considered them to be "... upper limits ..." and that "... ary
Proposed guideline Or numerical values for the wose limits are only
preliminary guidance and that 8 cost-benefit analysis must be undertaken
t> determine whetner the projected doses are really as low aS readily
acnievadle and practical before proceeding with the relocation project.
On the basis of such analysis it may be prudent to lower dose guidelines
for this operation."

The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses on Eneu Island is similar
to that for Enewetak Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak criteria
are applicabie to other similar situations in the northern Marshel]
Islants, tne dose estimates for return of the Bikini people tc Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria as describea above
rather than to the FRC guidance. When this is done, it is found that
even witn Imported food the radiation doses to the people on Eneu would
not be expected to be in compliance with the Enewetak criteria for about

29-25 years.

Severaj basic combinations of residence and food constraints are discussed
in the enclosed, and are illustrated and sumnarized in the attachments to
the enclosed. Other considerations also are addressed. If any further
refinement of the data changes these estimates in a Significant way, we

will immediately inform you.

We trust that this is helpful to you tn resolving the issue of the
acccatadility of Eneu Isiand as 2 resiaence island.

_. Sincgreiy,

L{ NYT O Lice a

Ruth ¢. Cluser
Assistant Secretary for Lnvironmert

Enclosure

ce: Dr. William Millis, EPA
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there ix un immediate danger, then we can pause until the endiological survers
reveal whether the move to neu cin be made or whether we Buve fo move Coa
less allructive site.

As weinformally advised the committee staff last week. the results of
the very recent tests of the bods burdens of the people living on
Bikint Island show a stenificant merease in such burdens. While at
may be arguable wether the test results show “an immediate danger.”
we in the Departinent of the Interior are satisfied that the people
should be moved from Bikimt Psland as soon as it is possible to do so,
Wehave asked the representatives of the Department of Energyto

discuss with vou the radiological situation on Bikini and its implica-
tions for the people on Bikini IsJand. and they will do so in 2 moment.
Then the High Conunissioner and To want to discuss with you our plans
for the move of the people from Bikini Island.

NEED TO RECAST BIKINEREMABILITATION PLANS

Tinust tell van now, however, that we have suddenly been required
to reenst our preliminary plans ina very major way, Phe committee
will reenll that when we testiticd before vou a month ago, we antici
pautedoon the hisis of the best information chen available to us fron
the Department of Energy. that if at were necessary to move the
people of Baking [sland roan alternative. safe site, we could expect
thatthe nearby island of Ene would be avaihtble for that purpose.

Last Thursdiay we learned that tests of a limited sample of food-
stitts growing®’on Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much in
excess of thoee predicted on the basis of the known cesium and stron-
tinme content of the soi Accordingly, we have conclided that we must
eHoonate nen as an alternative site, and we have thus revised sab-

stantially the plans for temporary settlement. We will outline those
planus to vor after the Energy Department discussion of the radio-
wetivity situation on Bikini aud neu,

‘To assist us in onr discusion of our relocation plains, there are present
with me this morning. in addition to High Commissioner Winkel,
his District, Administrator for the Marshall Islands District, Oscar
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Is there anything else contaminated that they eat besides coconuts?
Mr. QO. pr Bice ar. Pandanus and other local subsistence crops,
Mro Yaces. Ave those infected too?
Mr. Ov be Bitar. Weare told they are infected also,
Mer. Yours. AU riehit. co ahead. Mir Deal.
Mr. Dean. Phe bist stide. you asked us Co tell you the status of what

we knew of ener Estand.

Mr Yarrs. We would like to know what the status of Brkini is as
well,
(The charts follow:J

MEASURED RADIATION DOSE—BIKINI ISLANDERS

{REM per year]

 

 

   

1974 1977 978

Caternat G 2% 0 200 @ 200
internal. . 003 to 067 088 to 538 . 070 to. 980

Total soe eee ee oeeee eee 2C3 to 267 . 288 to. 738 270 to 1. 180

 

Note Federal stanaard {51 individuals equals 05 REM per year.

SPATUS—ENUE PstaNnps

BNternal radiatiens t2 rem /vear,

Coconut 1G trees Es easreienes Oo fo 6 tives previous estinniles,
Otter food crepe Sretapdes mow bedi aidzead,

Sis warep wells: 3 onet potable thigh salty: 3 may be potable but: radiation
eames BE excel EUAN stau|dipris.

Mr. Yorus. Thave vou decided that from now on vou are not going to
permit people to hive on Bikini any more? Obviously they can’t live
there if they are going te continue to be infected. mahe?
Mr Dian Right. aes. sin
Mro Yourrs. Soa. Taras vou know, Bikint Tslind is through as an

aren for living. .
Mr Dian Yes. sin. probably until we cet another 30 vears. The half

life of costis 30 seurs. saat the emdof ag veues there would he one-

half the ammount of costume remaining. Por every 30-year period there:

after, Che eesdecays teone- half its value,

RONINEBASIS Of fon DECISION ON

Mr. Yaris. Why were people allowed to go back there in L924 Who

made thant decision /
MiscVin Conve. Mr. Chairman.
Mie Yates. Your frienciin Interior?
Goahead, please. Mrs. Van Cleve,
Mire. Van Chri. The President of the United States made the de-

cision in August 1968,
Mer. Yarrs. Aetine upon whose advice a.

Mis. Van Chaovi. He announced that the people of Bikit contd re-

turn on the basis of advice received from: experts tared by the Atomic

ead that Bikini was safe foe turnEnergy Cotutnisston wlio

habituqan,
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STATEMENT OF HIGH COMMISSIONER ADRIAN P. WINKEL BEFORE THE
INTERIOR AND RELATFD AGENCIES SUBCOMMITTEE, COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CONCERNING
RESETTLEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI, MAY 22, 1978

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee:

The preceding statements of Mrs. Van Cleve and the

Presentation of the Department of Energy clearly demonstrate

the dilemma we face in dealing with the immediate and longer-

range futures of the people now living on Bikini Island.

Until last week, it had been a reasonable presumption

based on predictions by the Department of Energy that Eneu

in the Bikini Atoll would be a satisfactory place to which

the Bikini people could be moved in the immediate short-run

period and that it would also serve as @ permanent location

for the bulk of the larger group still on Rili.

We now know that this is not the case.

We thus have the necessity of a temporary move to a

location that most likely will not be the permanent home for

these people.

At this point let me say that there are no uninhabited

isiands or atolls on which these people might make a perma-

nent settlement. Uninhabited islands in the Marshalls are

uninhabited because they are incapable of sustaining human

life to any extent, particularly the numbers of people we are

talking about.
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OF THE PEDILO tPF BIKT JUNE 19, 1978 ‘

wink vou for com-
   

 

  

nib statement ane

record, | Mr. Chairmmar, “Vempers of the Committee:

In accordance with the decisions made at your May 22nd

+
meet ona, I discusses with the people of Bikini Island their

fortnconins move from that island and their preference as to

rel sation sites. These meetings were held over a period of 24

| hours, cn Thursday and Friday, June l and 2, wath virtually

alloc! tne fpecrie of the Island--men, women, and chaldren--

an attenuance at the firet meeting, and 35 to 40 people (the

AGa.t Tale poculation) at the succeeding two meetings.

Subsequently, on Monzay, June 5, a meeting was held with

the people of Kili Island for the same purposes, wath about 10%

feorie in attendance.

In the opening remarks at Bikini I explained to the people

' that I was there to inform them it was necessary that they move

from Bikini Island, that Eneu Island also was not considered safe

enougn to allow their living on it at this time, and that four

relocation sites were suggested for their consideration and decision.

At the second meeting on Friday, June 2, various spokesmen

1) Stay on Bikini Island until further information is

outlined the preferences of the people as follows:

j available about Eneu food and its levels of radio-

  activity. The people reasoned that they would have to  
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STATUNIG OF UNDLESTANDIAG

onTHE PART OF THE

COVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STAIES

AND THE COVERNMENT OL THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

CONCERNING THE

MOVE OF THE PEGPLE OF BIKINI ISLAND, AUGUST, 1978

On August 1], 1978, the Undersecretary of the Department of the

Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Green, and

the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruch G. Van Cleve,

journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current residents. The purpose

of chei: meecing was co convcy information on the subjece of ths forthcaming

move by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respond to ques-

tions and hicar concerns put to chem by the people of Bikini [slatd. They

had carlier, on August 7, held a similar meeting with former residents of

Bikini who now reside on Kili. The High Commissioner of the Trust Terricory

of the Pactfic Islands, Adrian P. Winkel, had been prevented vy bad weather

in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earJier mee

with che people of Bikini, as well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

In 1946, the people of Bikini were removed from their atoll by the

U. S. Navy in order to enable the United States to uSe the atoll for a

nuclear testing program which lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved

first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. [nm the late

1960's, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bikini atcll were such that

the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of the atoll.

Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a rehabilitation program was

begun. In the early 1970's, some Bikini peopte were employed in the project

anc the wihind Island populacion ineressed to apypiendaaiely iss in lyr. In

1977, the intake of radionuclides by che people living on Piiirt Island had

increased to alarming proportions, and a major feeding programs was insti-

tuted. April, 1978 surveys showed that the feeding program had not resulted
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ie “ecrease in the radionuclide body burden. The Department of the

‘aterior decided, in the light of the evidence presented by the Peparcment

of Energy, chat the people living on Rikini should be moved at the earliest

eaves valk. an aetiul/radiolngica! survey currently underway and other —

radiological tests or Bikini being concucte! by the Deparemene of Enercy

will determine whether Bikini etoli can, in tne toresceabie future, he

considered as a home for the Bikini’ pédple.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikini and Kili was a

request for a statement in writing of the understandings that the repre-

sencatives of the United States conveyed during those meetings and of the

commitments that those representatives were willing to make. The foltlaw-

ing are intended to respond to the principal concerns then and there

expressed.* .

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the

United Staces, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust
~

‘

Territory, offered the following assurances:

I. The Government of the United States considers itself generally

responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendents

and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States

will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory

manner possible. The Department of the Interior will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet and

Un augUusl 14, EUs, cron hte er te Bikini and Kadi moet crs. the four

officers telerred Lu abuve were involved in a majoc airplane accidenc

off the coast of Guam. Although they were among the survivors, their

notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplane. This statement,
draleed by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Guam Naval Hospital is
intended to be as full as recollections permit, but in the circumstances
it may not be complete.
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discharge this responsivliity. die vepartucut vl the Interior will call upon

other agencies of the Lnitcd States Government tu assist dt, porticojartly the
.

we

Department of Energy, $0 a> tu assure that, among other thires, the medical

needs of the current residents of Bikini Island continue to vet...

Il. Because Kili Island has, until recent weeks, been regarded as

solely a temporary relocation site for the people of Bikini, the Governments

have never undertaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve

significantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is now known chat

Bikini Island will not be fit for human habitation for decades to come, and

on the basis of the most recent scientific information, it appears that Eneu

Island, in the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for settiemene. In

the circumstances, the Governments understund that soma of the Bikini people

will choose to remain on Kili indefinitely, and the Governments will accord-

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of ,Killi.

III. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan

for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aerial/
4

radiological survey that is now underway, and that ts expected to be com-

pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. When those survey results

are available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found

necessary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to

occur in the firse months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe

telocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation

with the people of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island

who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation

of such Kili residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a

choice among the passible relecarion sites. Those who choose to remain on

Kili will be uccuummodated there.
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U.S. ERRED ecm.

Bikini Island:
Lost Again
fo Radiation
When the atomic bomb dropped. [

thought Bukin: would disappear com-
pletely. ¢ would have been better,
mayoe, if uhad .. . Then we would-
a't have all these troubles.

—Nathue Nets,serike
of the Bikini people, 1978

+ BY JERRY BELCHER
Temes Klett writer

BIKINI, Marshall Isiands—When
the Americans made him leave Bulanu
for the first tume. in 1946, Andrew
Jakeo was M years oll

When,after using the framle Paci.
fic atoll for 23 nuctear test biasis, the
Americans in the person of Prendent
Lyndon B. Johnson assured him, his
fellow islanders and the rest of the
world that Bikini once again was safe
for human isfe, Andrew Jakeo was 56.
Now Andrew Jakeo is 66 and,

above ail else, he wants to live out
the days that remain to him on this
uny curve of coral, sand and coconut
paims with his family and fnends.

Then, when his Ume comes, he
wants to be bumed here among his
ancestors.

Butthe old man will not be permit-
ted lo end his days where he wishes.
For one day next month—I[cderal

Officiais say about Aug. 22. although
official plans dealing with ths place
and these peopie seem to go awry
more often ihan nol—the Amencans
will remove Andrew Jakeoo and the
140 others living on 449-aere Bihiny
Island, largest of the 26 islets that
make up Bikins Aloll.
They will bc transported to “tem-

porary” quarters in Kili, a singie 1s-
tand with a land arca one-sixth thal
of their 2.2-square-mile home atoll.
Kili, without a lagoon,lies nearly 500
miles southeast It is an island some
Biunians habitually refer to as “the
prison.”

The Rikinians must leave their an-
eestral home and its beautiful. fisr-
\cemung lagoon because the Amen-
cans, as hey themselves now admit.
made 2 regrettabie error [0 ycars ago:

Despite what the sctentisis and ine
President sad—despite an invest.
ment of $3.25 million for cteanup ad
rebunlding -- Bikini is not sale after ali.

Andrew Jakeo and the athers living
on Bikini Island arc being subjected to
unacceptably high doses of radiation
left behind by atomic and hydrosen
bombblasts that seared the atoll aur-
ing 12 years of testing.
Some younger Bikimans may live

to see their homciand again, but An-
drew Jakco will not. [t may be 50
yeats before Bikini is fit for human
habitation. .
Andrew Jakeo is biller and angry.

although like most Marshallese he
veils his cmolions from outsiders.
“The Ameneans loid us in 1916

thal they had come to test a bomb.”
he sad not long ago. “They told us
they did not know how much the
bomb would hurt Btkini. They toid us
that after they tested the bomb, and
Bikin is good again, they will bring
us back. They did nol say how long
would be.”
But Andrew— Marshallese address

one anotherby first names and expect
outsiders to do the same—belicved.
along with ihe 165 others the US.
Navy removed in 1916, that they
would be back within a year or so.

Meantime. he was conyjneril, the
American. wid t prove! > for bun ott

the other poop wrod Car

Please Tura te Page 3, Col. 1



Bikini Islanders Lose Again to Rad
Continued from First Page
Andrew finally came back about

exght years ago. He was among the
first w return. lt was 24 ycars after
the Navy had taken him away, two
years aftcr President Johnson's an-
founcementthat Bikint was safe.
From the front porch of his con-

erete block house overtooking Bikini
lagoon, the old man recailed the iong
years between departure and return.
There was near starvation, much pn-
vation. There was shuttling from one
alien island to another and another
and yet another. There was scattenng
of family and fnends, dislocauon,
nearly total disruption of a hitherto

_ quiet, uniroubied way of Life.

“Maybe there were some times
when I was not unhappy,” he admit-
ted “But... every dav | remem-
bered Bikin. And every day [ wanted
to come back because it is my home-
tand, because Bikini is 2 beautiful
place”
He was quiet, deferentially polite.

But al last, in reply to the stranger's
question, Andrew dropped the emo-
juonal veti slightly.

How, the stranger asked. will he
react when he leaves Biksm once
again and forever?

“T will weep,” he said. “I will feel
anger... . [ wil not go. J will sit

STERILE

' ‘You'd have to: say
the removal was the
‘right of the conqueror.’

here. They will have to carry me
away.”
He sad he also believed some of

the others would do the same as he,
feel the same as he.
~ And how, after all that had hap-
pened to hum and his people since
1946, did he feel now about the
Amencans?
The ald man laughed, perhaps em-

barrassed by the question and by the
fact that the qucsuoner was an
Amencan.
Then he leaned clos staring

through thick green-linted glasses
that made hus dark eyes seem enor-
mous.
” “The Amencan is a liar-man,” he
tard. “His promise is not kept.”

+ The first Amencan promise to the
Bilani people was made by the U.S.
Navy after President Harry S$ Tru-
man had, on Jan. 10, 1946. ai the ree-
ommendauon of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, given the go-ahead for Opera-
tion Crossroads, the first past -World
War If test of nucicar weapons,

In suempiest terms, the pramise went
something like this: We have deeded
fo use your atoll to test a powerful
Rew weapon. for your own safety,
ea‘ou will be moved to anotherplace.

'e will take care of you there. When
‘we're through usng your atoll, we
wall bring you back.
Few now question that the Navy

had the legal mzht to appropriate Bi-
kimAtoll for military purposes.

Bikint is part of the Sfurshall Is-
lands which is part of Micronena,
whieh on tura was cslubuched as a
UN, Trust Terstory aneler ILS ad
Munisirauon hy Lerma of the U.N.

Charter of 1945.
Specifically. it was designated a

“strategie dust.” which permitted the
United States to set aside certain
areas of une former Japanese mandate
termiory for military sccurity pur-

es.
Bikim seemed a logical cheice

geographically, too. The wea of Oper-
ation Crossroads was lo see what the
atomic bomb would do lo a naval
TNleet. The-three A-bombs of World
War 1] had been expleded in the New
Mexico desert and over (ne Jaoanese
cques of Hirashima and Nagusaku
Other sites were considered. But

according lo Crossroads historian
Weal Iines, “B:kirs fulfilicd all the
condiuions of climate and isolation. It
was... 2.500 miles west southwest
of Honolulu. . . but it also was ac-
cesmble. ... Tts inhabitants, who
then numbered 162, could be moved
to anocheratoll.”

(Most other sources say the papu-
Javon then was 166. Since then there
has Leen a population expiosion, To-
day 860 pe sons claim jand rights in
Bikini Avoll— 140 now living on Bikint
Island, 450 on Kuti, and the others
Scattered throughout Lhe Marshalls.)

There was concern on the part of
the U.S. fishing industry that the tese
biasts might hurt the neh commernai
fishing grounds. There aiso were so
many compiants from animal lovers
that plans Lo use dogs as Lest anumals
were canceled. But there is no ree-
orded protest against removing the
Bikinuans from their ancestral home-
and.
“In retrospect... you'd have to

Say the removal was the ‘right of the
conqueror,’ ”said Jim Wian. a trans-
planted Kansan who Is distnct altor-
ney of the Pacific Trust Territory's
Marshall Islands Distnet.
“Qur attitude must have been that

we, at the cost of several thousand
Ameréan lives, took the Marshails

. took this wnote area of the Paci-
fie from the Japanese. And. . . part
of 1. was the attitude, “Well, they (the
Biksnians} are sust initle brown people
anyway. They don’t need their aloiL
well just move ‘cm off someplace
else.’ "

Certanly the Bikinians were m no
position to semously oppose the Navy
when, on Feb. 10, 1946, Commodore
Ben Wyatt, then the military gover-
nor, arnved by seaplane and an-
nounced that Lhey mustgo cisewhere.

In effect, the uianders then and
(here adopted the United States as
thew i701) alap—their paramount
chicf, the power over and beyond
cheir local island chief, Juda. And, sf
Marshallese tradition, this meant usat
henecforward the Uniled States was
responsible for the proieetion and
well-being of the Bikint peopie.

Although to American eyes the
atolls of the Marshalls took much the
same, the removal was deeply painful
and culturally destructive to the Bi-
kintans.

For, as many anthropolomsts have
observed, there is among Micronesian
peopics a profound, mystical aitach-
ment to the particular, uny plots of
land owned by their famiiics or clans.

Anthropologist, Robert Kiste, au-
thor of “The Bikimians: A Study to
Parent Migration,” said in an inter-
wiew Thal the retition tip belween 2
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‘HOT BREW" —Jeladrick Jakeo checks sap from coconut palm. He
lets at ferment into jokauru, a midly aiconolic drink, White coconuts
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Islands Lost Again to Radiation
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man and his land overndes the con-
cept of nationality.

“To say. ‘I'm Marshallese,’ thal isa
Torergn concept.” Kiste said. “West-
ermers named those islands the Mar-
Bhaiis. So ‘Marshallese’ has iess
meanmg than ‘Tm Bikunan’ And
among themsclves, they speak nat of
bemg Bikinans, but say, ‘I'm a-person
of Gus parucular piece of land’ Land
is an expression of who I am—aof indi-
vidual denuty.”

Or. as fellow anthropologist Jack.
Tobin. another academic expert with
long expenence in the Marshalla, ex-

1
“In those islands, a man without

land is no man.”
By a split vote of the atoil's leaders,

the Bikinians chose to go to Rangenik
Atoll, 123 mules east of ther home
atolL The Navy, which put out press
releases at the ume indicaung that
“une natives were delighted” by the
move, was only slightly more re-
straned a year later in its official his-
tory of Crossroads, “Bombs at Bikini.”
“The Bikimans, convinced that the

(A-bomb) tests would be a contmbu-
on to world peace, indicated their
willingness to evacuate,” the Navy
hstonan wrote.

1 wasn't quile that way. according
lo Tobin. emeritus professor of an-
Ubropology at University of Hawan.
“They did not go willingly.” Ton

sod “They were forced to go... .
Thcy agreed because they had to, just
as tncy had agreed to do things when
ibe Japanese had bayonets in the
beckgroynd

“Put yourself in ther shoes: You've
been told what to do by the Japanese
for a quarter-century. . . and told by
Ube Japanese mulitary the Americans
were weak. So when the Amerncans
wiped out the Japanese . . . all those
Amencan shups appearing, the natur-
aj reaction . . . would be to go along
with what they are told.”

On the afternoon of March 7, 1946,
the 166 men. women and children of
Bikini were loaded sboard Navy LST
1108. As the awkward landing craft
backed off the beach at Bikini island

uw sent camp at Kwajalein. In Septem-
ber, Lhe Bikinians voted to resettie an
Kil, and in November, they were fi-
nally setuied on Kili and began build-
ing a New and digger village than
they had had on Bikini

Kili was without question better
than Rongenk. Butit also was smail
and, worse yet, it had no lagoon. The
island was constantly pounded by the
Pacahe. Fishing was far more difficult

and churncd outof the blue-green ja-
goon, the people gathered on the
main deck 10 Sing traditional songs of
farewell. The next morning they were
untoaded at Rongerk.
On the morning of July 1, a 0-29

bomber called Dave's Dream dropped
a “nominal yieid” 20-kitoton (the
equivalent of 20.000 tons of TNT)
atomic bomb over the ficet of 70 ob-
solete U.S. and captured Jar and
German warships moored just off Bi-
kini Istand. [t exploded 500 feet above
the fleet, sinking five ships, twisung
and crushing others iike cheap tloys—
and iniuaung the radiation poisoning
of Bikim.
Among the 42,000 observers of the

awesome biast was Chief Juda,
‘watching as a guest of the Navy from
the deck of the amphibious command

|
BOs2rshcae

They thought they
could bear up under the
hardships of Rongerik.

eeaotenea

ship Mt. MeKiniey. several miles
away. The Navy used more than 10,-
000 mstruments to record test data.

Chief Juda’s reaction was not re-
corded. The next day he cewined his
people at Rongerik.

Rongerik was a disaster. {1 was too
small There was (oo Lttle food. And,
accoruing to legend, iL was haunted
by an evil witch named Liborka. who

isoned the fish of the lagoon. In
fact, certain fish of the lagoon were
porsonous which was why Rongenk

id been unmhabited for years.
But il was close to Bixim and the

peopie had chosen it for that reason.
They thought Urey could bear up un-
der the hardships until they went
back lo their home atoll, That, they
wereconvinced, would be m a coupie
of years al Most

Chief Juda had returned from the
first bomb test (the second, an under-
water shot, was held July 25, 1946) to
tell his people that while there had
been great damageto Lhe ships, there

than at Bikint Supply ships could
neither land food nor take away copra
--dried coconut, the only cash crop=
for months at a time because of the
heavy surf. Sometimes sx months
passed before a ship Could unicad.

In an attempt Lo relieve the wota-
uon. the Navy turned over a 40-foot
power whaleboat to the Bikiniana. It
gank in high seas in 195).

In the same year, the Navy turned
ever administration of Micronesia—

scemced to be little to Bikini itself. The
lrces were still standing, still basring
coconuts, But the radiation, invisiole,
was not something he could under-
stand.

Severe food shortages developed
dumng the winter of 1946-47. in
spring of 1947, fire destroyed a third
of Rongenk’s coconut trees. The peo-
ple pressed for a return to Bikim, but
a radiological survey indicated that it
was too “hot” for permanent occu-
pancy and wouid be for many years.

In October, the Navy announced
that the Bikinians would be relocated
on Ujelang. But two months later, the
Pentagon announced a new series of
nuclear tests would be held, this ume
at Enwetok, another atoil in the
Marshalls. The Eniwetok peopte
would go to Ujclang instead of Lhe Bi-
kimans. The Bikimians had to wait

Andrew Jakco remembered the
Rongenk period well. “I was a big
man then,” he said, “but I got skin-
ny.” He held up the sittle finger of his
left hand. “Skinny like this. One old
woman died from hunger... . Fora
year and a half, we did not hava
enough food, (somctunes}) got our
food by cutting open the coconut tree
and eating the heart of the tree. This
killed the tree.”
Jeladmk Jakeo, Andrew's 48-ycar-

oid brother, was a teen-ager on Ren-
genk. “It was termbdle," he remem-
bered. “We ate things that were nol
good, gathered coconuts that floatca
in from (he sca. Bad food, we gat sick.
Armsandlegs sweiled up, and we got
bisters on the arms and we had char-
rhea,”

Late in January, 1948, the Navy
dispatched anthropolomst Leonard
Mason. now of the Uraversity of Ha-
‘Wail, to investigate, He found the ex-
Ues at ihe point of starvation, living
on raw flour diluted with water.

In strong terms, Mason recom-
mended that the people be removed
from Rangemk as soon as possibie. He
also recommended [itt Island. al-
though he admitted it had many dis-
advantages, as the best availaole
place to relocate the Bikumans.

Jn March, 1948, they were moved lo

and the problems of the Bilunsans—to
the avilians, A high commissioner
waa appointed by the President to
work with and through the U.S. De-
partmentof the Intenor.

Matters did not improve right
away. Bul under pressure from the
United Nations, the high commusmer -
e¢ pushed a community developme:.t
plan to improve agriculture on Kuit

In addition, the Trust Territory
turtied over a copra trade bast to pro-
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vide 2. transportation link to Jaluit
Atoll, where a coiony of Bilamans had
deen established as part of the com-
munity development project. At first
the scheme prospered, morale im-
proved and some thought the Bukini-
ang rmght learn to adjust to Kilt
Then, bate in 1957, and early the

next year, typhoons sank the copra
boat. destroyed the new agricultural
projects and wrecked the Jalwitcolo-
By.
After that, according to Tobin, the

Deart seemed Lo go out of the enies.

On Mareh 1, 1954, test shot Bravo,
an H-bomb 750 tunes more powerful
than the first atomc bomb, was ex-
ploded at Bikini with tragic results.
An unpredcted wind shift after the

blast had sent the 20-mile-high cloud
of radioactive partcies dniting in the
wrong direcuion, across Bikini Isiand
and beyond The piumestretched 240
gules long and 40 mules wide, over an
area far outside the resiricted danger
sone. .

Rongelap, Rongenk and Utlrik
atolls, all inhabited by Marshallese
and US. mulitary personnel, were in
Une path of the faiicut, which in some
places fluttered down Lke snowflakes.
Twenty-eight Amencans, 244 Mar-

shallese and~aithough tt was not
known unul sometime later—23
crewmen of the Japanese fishing boat
Fukwyu (Lucky Dragon) were
yermously radiated One crewman
ded of complicauons. The rest spent
a year in hospitals. .
The Amencans and Lhe Marshal-

fese, evacuated and treated in millta-
ry hospitals almost immedyicly, did
not seem at the time to have suffered

manent harm. No one seems to
what happened to the Amen-

cans. But over the years. 47 of the
Marshallese have developed thyroid
abocrmaliues, seven of them diagn-
oped a3 cancerous. Thirty-five have
bad their thyroids removed. One has

died of leukemia, another of cancer of
the stomach. believed to have been
caused by the Bravo fallout,

BikinuIstand, although unoccupied,
‘was intensely irradiated, a fact which
would have conscquences which wil
be felt for generations.
The Bravo disaster and the world-

wide publicity given to it played a
part in the eventual suspension of nu-
clear testing in 1958—1he year of the
2rd and final shot at Dikintand in
the nuclear test-ban ireaty of 1963,
which ended atmosphene testing by

. the United States, Britain and the So-
viet Union.
With the end of testing. pressure

Mounted to return the enies to Bikini.
William Norwoed, now living in re-

turement in Hawan, served as high
commissioner of the Trust Terniory
from 1966 to 1969.

In a recent intervew with The
Times, he said, “We had, of course,

SEC

The experts warned
that the coconut crabs
should not be eaten.
SAOETea

“phen under pressure from the Bikim
fers themselves to get them off of

in They were consiantly asking to
be put on some other island. They
hoped first and foremost for Bikini
.. . | remember being introduced to
Chief Juda, who very emotionuly and
persuasively, and almost tearfully,
pleaded with me lo ether get them

ck to Bikini or, fauing that. to get
them a better place than Kil.”

_ Norwood said that dbout the same
lime a representative of the Atomic
Energy Commussion==he does not re-
call his name—told tum that mon:or-
ing of Bikina's radiation ievels indi-
Caled il might now be safe once again
for permanentreoccupation.

In May, 1967, some ume after a for-
mal request by Secretary of the In-

terior Stewart Udall, the AEC sent a
team of Lechnologists to make an in-
tensive radiological survey of the
atoll.
On Aug. 12, 1968, President John-

son announced Lhat Bikiny was safe,
Chat 1b would be rehabilitated and re-
settled “with all possible dispatch,”
Glenn T. Seaoorg, ACC chairman.

explained that the President's finat
decision had heen based on the rec-
ommendation of “eight cf the most
highly quaulied experts available” cf-
ter studying the 1967 survey results
and unanimously concluding that Bi-
kunt Istand and Eneu Island. 10 mues
away, were radiologicaily safe
enough lo allow reestablishment of
the Bilunuans there.
The experts—all either AEC em-

ployes or employes of AEC contrac-
tors —warned (hat the coconut crabs
should nol be eaten because of their
ugh content of strontium 90. There
were no warnings about any ather jo-
cal foods. They recommended that
radiological checks be made penodi-
cally to determune how much radia-
tuon the people were being expased lo
from external ennronmental sources
and from their det

Chief Juda did not live to hear the
news. He had died—-shertly before
the Johnson announcement—of can-
cer, which he behcved had
caused by his exposure to thefirst A-
bomb test in 1956. a clam scientists
are inclined to discount.

Ironeally, especially in view of
what was to be iearned 10 years Ister.
several Bikiruans expressce suspicion
about the food growing on the conta-
minated atoll during a tour of the is-
lands a few weeks afler the Johnson
announcement
One of Lhe Ditumans, named Jibay,

even refused to touch food fram the
atoll, insisung it was poiscnous.

Another, Layo, made J forecast
that, from the perspecuve of 1978,
scems far more acute and accurate
than the predictions of any of the U.S.
bureaucrats or smenusis. “It will take

radiation leveis in the interior of the
island were too high to permmt people
to build and live in homes there.
“We didn’t really find any surpnses

fm that external radsation field,” sad
Tommy McCraw, who had been in-
volved in both the 1967 and the 1975
surveys.
However, at the same time. it was

determined for the first time that !a-
cally grown breadfruit and pandanus
—two popular items of diet—were too
radioscuve_to be safely consumed
over the long term. Coconuts, even

BNeen aenien|

The internal dose had
risen dramatically be-
tween 1974 and 1977.

em

more of a stapie in the local diet, were
to be safe.

Then last summer, a Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory study done for
the Encrgy Research and Develop-
ment Agency, an AEC successor
agency. found that well water on Bu-
huni execeded federal standards for
radioactive stronuum 90.

Other levels of radiauon on the w-
land were so high, according to the
report, that there was lide margin
for safe absorpuon of any additional
doses (rom che food chain.

But, at the same ume, ERDA en-
vronmental safety official Roger Ray

armeraeiaon

said it would be ure to say that
the Bikunians shouldbe movedof
their atoll.
By fall, hough,theredo longer

was any quesuon: Ray a meeting
of the Bikini-Kili Couned in Mayuro
that Bikunt Island “should no longer
be considered a permanent e~
ment” and advised that connderaucna,
pe piven \o moving the settlement to

et,
It seemed the scentsts had now

determined that the Bikinians were
absorbing radiauon at a rate substaa-
Ually above the fedcraj safely man-
dard of .5 rem per ycar, a measure-
Ment of radiauon dosage of any kind
producing biclogical effects in man.

According to the Deparument of
Energy (successor to ENDA) the ex-
emai dose on Bikuu Isiand tn 1977
was 2, the same as in 1974 But the
internal dose, measured by an m-
Srument calied the whale body coun-
ter, had nsen dramaucally m three
years—from a reac:ng of O67 in
1974 to a top of 533in 1977.
And the coconut was named as the

Tadioacuve “villain,” since it was ihe
only locally grown food then bemg
consumed im any quanuly. As one
sCienust put it, the coconut paime
Were "sopping up” radioacuve cenum
13? and strontium 90 at 2 much
Seater rate than anyone predicted,

Pisese Turn to Page 10, Col. 2
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100 years before the stands are back
im shape again,” Tobin reported him
as saying." . . . The islands are com-
pletely runed now.”

Sul, despite their suspicions and
the obvious enormity of the job. the
Bucinians on the tour apparently were
convinced by the officials and scien-
tists that at least the islands of Bixima
and Ereu, {0 mules away, coud o¢
madelivable.
The Bikinians reported the cond:-

tons they had seen and the plans (hat
were being made for rehabitauon to
their fellow islanders on Kah. Oniy
two or three of the 300 then fiving
there voted against the idea of an
eventual return to Bikint.
The cieanup began in February,

1969. using some Bikimans on tne
work crew. The rest of the renabiLia-
dion project—piowing up Bilum and
Eneu Islands. replanung them with
food crops, began !aier the same year.
few famabes began moving bacx to

ni
By 1974, the $225,000 cleanup and

the $3 million rchabiltauon program
was through its first phase. Forty of
the planned 80 homes had been erect-
ed
Then, as planning for the second

phase was begining, the Bikunans
said they wanted to locale some of
the new structures in the wnlenorof
the island.
The follomng year, another AEC

tadsological survey was made, tus
ume in more detail it was found that
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High doses of radiation from these isotopes

are known to cause vamous types of cancer in
man, but scienusts debste the cancer msk from
relatively low doses such as those Lo which the

have been exposed. In general, scien~
tists have found that the lower the dose, the
lower the msk that cancer wil develop over a

of years.
The people living on Bikini were ordered

either to eat no coconuts orto ration themscives
to one a day. But they were told the coconuts
trom Eneu were suil safe.
\ The Trust Temtory governmentsaata
jeeding program. ept for fish and fowl, the
people were to cat nouung but U.S. Department
of Agricuiture surpius food.
By February of this year, st was official poli-

ey: Bulani was unfit for people to lve on.
Jn conyast to 1968, the news was not ap-~

pounced to the world by the Premdent of the
United States.

It was rather quietly passed along lo Con»
gress in the form of a money request. Underse-
cretary of the Intenor James A. Joseph, in ask-
ing Congress for a $15 million appropnauon to
relocate the people of Bikim, explained the

in low-key, bureaucratic style:
“It became evndent that radionuclide inteke in

the piant food chain had been significanuly mis-
calculated in terms of human conswapucn.. ,
The restriction on the use of coconut products
produced on Bikini Isiand for food and export
make (it). . . unrealistic as a permanent piace
of setulement.

He wrote that Eneu Island appeared to be the
most feasible alternative piace to resetue the
500 persons who had earlier inicated they even
tually wanted to live on Bikini istand, but added
Uhat a small number wouid likely choose to re-
main on Kill

“Asaiyns,” he wrote ‘“yeveals that these
beast coconuts can be used for food and

le future copra export.”
Joseph proposed that $13 mullion be spent to

make Eneu bvable and $2 muilon be invested in
ving condiuons at Kili,
mud-March. Rep. Sidney R. Yates (D-IL),

chasrman of the House intenor subcomatree
0G appropriations, opened the first of 2 serves of
bearings on the money bill and the plight of the
Bikirvans,
At the Apri 12 sesmon of the Yates subcom-

mittee, Trust Temtory officials testified tnatit
was ther belef Bikiny Island would be off hmits
for 30 to SO years but that Eneu, 10 mules away,
was likely to be a safe site (or pe. manentreset-
Uement

- Adnan Winkel, current high commisnoner of
the Trust Terntory,lesufied that “even know-
ing of Lhe danger.” those already living on Biki-
my Island wanted to stay there and that there
was some indicauon others from Kil) wanted to
join them on the condemned homeisland.
The subcommuttce was told that final deter-

minauon of whether Eneu was safe for per«
tTanent relocation could not be made unt
about Jan. 1, 1979, when radioactnty tevels of
fruit and vegetables grown in an experumental
garden plot on ine tsiand would be made known
by the Departmentof Energy.
But the witnesses agreed that the Bikinians

eould remain where Lhey were without harm
unui Jan 1 uf they just stuck to Lhe mules and
Terained from ealing the coconuts~unicss,
they added in qualthcation, the medical testa
(whole body counts) 19 be made on the Bikani~
@he later in Apri showed sharp pumps in mter-
fal rabation dosage. And Unt was not expected,
McCraw, now chief of special projects branch

of the Energy Department's divunon of en-
vironmental safety, said in an inuernew in early

May, “We can show that Eneu is lower (in ra-
dhoactivity} by a factor of 10 than Bikiy Island
+. Eneu could be a residence island without
estnicuons, which means you can eat the fish
you catch in the lagoon. you can grow anycrop.
"m convinced that these Eneu (test) crops are
ong to show very much lower levels than the
fan numbers.”

At the Department of the Intemor, Ruth Van
Clove, chief of termtomal affairs, John DeYoung,
her top assstant and High Commussioner
Winkel all urought Eneu tas the most accepta-
ble second choice of the Bikunuans,
But now all three were cautious about the

data they were getung from the Energy De-
partment, “All we can do at any stage is Listen
to what the experts siy—and hope they're
nght,” Mra. Van Cleve said.
“The decinons of 1967-68 (that Bilani wast

Safe for resettiement) were based on avadable
knowledge,” Winkel said “And now we are in

the same posiuon The decisions we
Take mow will be based on avauable knowl-
edge.”

. But less chan two weeks later, there was bad
news for the Bikimans.
The report on the April whole body counts on

the Buciruans showed a startling increase in in-
ternal radiaion doses.

‘The readings ranged up to .98, nearly double
the federal suicty standard of 5 rems.

Incluchng the externai rad:auon dosage of .2,
the sameas in the past, the top reading was 1.18,
At the same lume, and Just as startungly, pre--

results of lesung on coconuts grown
on Eneu showed radioacunty levels ive to sx
tumes higher than had been expected.

Testulynng at the May 22 session of the Yates
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‘We would like you to keep
your promise ta. the Bikini
people, to take care of us.’
REAP

subcommitiee, Sirs. Van Cleve
mults required 2 overs

She Sal B
diate hazard to their health, the peopie must be
remaved from Bikim Isiand wun 90 days.
Second, it appeared that Fru must be ruled out
as the alternauve mite of the permanentreset-

 

t the same sesnon, at the head of a small
dejegation of Bikuru leaders, was Magistrate To-
maka Juda, son of the man who was cuef in
1346. A{though born on Buunt, the 3o-year-ald
Tomaki was loo young to remember details of
the furst removal. But he had heard stones of
that ume ail his hfe.
He repeated one now to the subcommuttee:

When the naval officer had toid the people they
must leave the island a gcnerauon ago, he had
com them “to the children of Israel whom
the saved from Lheir enemy and led into
the promised land.”

It had not worked out that way.
“We are more akin to the children of Israel

when they left Exypt and wandered through
the desert for 40 years.” the dark-skinned, dig-
tufied Biamian said “We left Bikini and have
wandered through the ocean for IO years, and
we will never return to our promised jand”

in (act Tomaki was back on Dikint on June 1,
atong with High Commusaoner Winkel, but
only to break the news to the people and to dis-
cuss with them where Uncy wanted to go.

Winkel's recommendauons were read into
the record at the June 19 mcetung of the Yatcs
subcommttee. He noted that those living on Bi-
fund Island told hura that if they could not re-
main Urere, of at least on Eneu, they preferred

to move to “public domain” land in Hawani or ta
the mainland ol the United States.
He said the majority of those living on Kili

apparently preferred Lo remain there But, he
added, some wanted to join the Biiam rendents
wherever they mught be relocated.

er tests on Enew foodstuffs would be re-
qured before the island could be finally ruled
out Winkel said But he was not optumsuc.
And, without quite spelling it out, he seemed to
distruss the thought of relocaung the Bulanans
in Hawa or on the maniand.
“On the basis of ali the factors.” Winkel

sumamed up, “it is my decsion that the people of
Buuns [stand sbauld be relocated to Kuli isiand
at Uus ume.”

Winkel’s statement to the subcommuttee on
the Bucmans’ preferences was accurate as far
asit went

But, irom Times interviews with more than a
dozen Buaruans on thew condemned island last
Month, it Was apparent the ugh commusnoner
failed to convey the depth of thefeelings,
especially ther reluctance to be resetued wi the
Marsbalis, paruculariy on Kul “Kili.” they said
again and agan, “is bad, Kili is no good.”
With only one excepuon. they said they

wished to be resettled in Hawai or Plonda.
Muton Amen. born on another island but

marned into a Buon famuy, put it this way:
“We would lke to be with you in America al-

ways. We like you We wouldlike you to keep
your promise lo the Buani peopie, io take care
of us.

“You made a promise to the Bildni peopie, so
we Would like to come live with you —and you
can support the peopie of Bikiu as muck as you
can-—live with you so the Amencan doctors can
watch me and my lamily because J worry about
the radiation, worry about the radiation night
after mght.. . . Everybody bere says ulus.”

Magistrate Tomaks Juda. appearing before
the subcommuttce once again, said thal although
there was deep sorrow andbitterness among hus
people and although “Life on Kuli is difficult.” he
concurred in the high commissioner's dec:sion
to relocate them at least temporaniy on Lbat as-
jan
Then he suggested practical measures which

he said were necessary to make Kil Lvable~
construcuion of a 2,000-foot airsenp and an ail-
weather, all-season pier, estabushment of 2
medical dispensary, a new school, renovauon of
homes and community facities, Consderauon
also should be given, he Suid, Lo refocaung some
of Lhe poopie on JabworIsiand at Jaiunt AtoiL
The Buc Jeader also made st clear that in

addiuon to relocauing the peoole, and mang
ther new homeland livable, the Unmted States
had further financial obligauons,

It was too soon to discuss detals, he said, but,
“we feel that our peopic. especially the elderiy
ones, are entitled to compensation from the
United States, for the removal from Bua and
for the virtual destrucven of Bik and other
islands.”
Congress has now aoproved the $15 mulion

for relocaung ‘he Bikamans, and Swuilding
matenals are being purchased for the tempora-
ry housing for them on Kili,

Plans are under way for the Kill mer, al-
though some persons familiar with the surf con-
ditions do mot believe it is feasible. vo

Planning also goes ahead for the final remo-
val of Lhe peopie from Bikini next month.
One fast matter, Ruth Van Cleve said in

Washington that, although old Andrew Jakeo
cannot continue to live on Bika, it is possible
that after hus death he could be buned there
with bus ancestors,
But ahe added, “I chink we would want to get

firm word on that (rom the ecienusts.*


