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SUBJECT: _@L&__;aﬁ matorial for inclusicon inm backerourd statezent
op aiy defcnse ucam

Pursuant to the decisicn of thofloard of Jamuary 9, bherewith is
material suggested by SXA for inclusion in the narrative background
statement being prepared for issusnce along with the press release on
air defense weapens,

Tt 41s this Agency's belief that basic materisl of this scrt,
emphasizing the continuily snd greduslness of the Unlted Stetes
research end developwmen® weapons program, will tend 4o reassure
the public both at home snd abroad, and to ald in mmderstending
of the factors involved, This should tend to mininize extrems
publie reactions of apprehension or axpeetation of early use of suoh
weapons, and thus minimize ovorseas agitation on the sublect, whish
night arise either sponicneously or as e rellscilor of demestic taonslons.
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It ia suggested that the suggestod pervagraphs vhich zpprar cn the
attashment, be inserted &b or near the begiming of the backgrami
statement, since their gruneral character world secm Lo make thaa
suitable as an introduectica to the more spscifie material,
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Gradual ircorporation of small atomic weapons in Ul.S. defense is a
long-planned policy developmont, baving no velation to current evanta.
Installation of air defemse weapons doea not mean that the governmont
has any specifiec expectation of air attacks, It is well known that,
ﬁding international agresment op safeguarded disermament, the U,S.,

e other renponsible governnents, mt take prudent steps to guard azcinst
possible atteck in the fubtwro. It can be cxpected that other small atomie
weapons will become a pert of the U.S. defense posture as they becomw
perfected through research,

The per’ecting of nuclesyr warhesds for alr deflense rockets is an
of the dovelopment of armall nuclear weapons through rescarch

and testing. Develomuent of defenaive weapons has been an important
objective of thited States nuclsar tests for some time, The Atemle
Energy Commisrion stated, in its 19th semiwannual report in July, 1955,
that the Neve’a nuclear test series of that year included Phigh altitule
atonic detonrtions required in commection with development of nuclear
worheads to ve used agalnst attacking cnery aireraftl. AEC Chairman
Strauss steled in July 23, 1956 that the 1956 Pacific nuclear test serles
resulted $2 "further develspnent of weobhods of defense against abtack".

The nir defense rockets, lilke emall nuclear weapons generally, ara

- designed to infllict maximwn demage on an enemy, bub offer 1litile or no

risk tc civilian populations, The importent point ebout a small nuolisar
weapon ‘or warhead is simply that it supplies far greater firepover thea
eonve:f;ional explosives. Bubt fallout is very ruch less than for the
largrs weapons, those usually identifiecd as “atomic bombs", This is
becerse the amount of fallout, or residwal raediation, varies greatly
vitz the size of The weapecu. It also varies greatly as between expls-
siros at or near the ground and those high in the air, In the case of
tra air d efense rockets, vhors explosions would toke place et a coste
Jiuderable altitude, the fallout would be negligible,




